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“The spokesperson told us
that they will send another
invite... It is shocking that
the IG and his team were
not available for such

an important meeting
concerning the safety of
Kenyans,”

Kalonzo Musyoka, Wiper [eader
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Snobbish Kanja,

COWARDICE A political storm erupted at Jogoo House after Opposition
leaders accused Inspector General Douglas Kanja of dodging a
crucial security meeting, even as outrage mounted over the fatal
shooting of a 28-year-old man during a rally in Kitengela. The
leaders vowed weekly visits to police headquarters, demanding
arrests over the Othaya church attack and accountability for what
they termed rising police excesses. pacessss

“It cannot be that police
who are charged with
maintaining law and order
are the ones breaking the
law. Guns bought using
taxpayers’ money cannot
be turned against unarmed

Kenyans,” Kanja,”

Rigathi Gachagua, DCF leader
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Our sun-powered

“We believe these are
orders from above... When
we return here we expect
to have a full report and
remedial measures to
address the concerns. We
expect none other than IG

Eugene Wamalwa, DAF-K leader
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DROUGHT CRISIS
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Snakebites spike
amid drought
crisis in Turkana

» Turkanaresidents face height-
ened snakebite risks as drought
drives snakes into homes and
grazing areas.

» Delayed medical access and
poor roads compound dangers,
highlighting urgent humanitar-
ian needs.

MERCY KAHENDA, TURKAMNA

t 7am, an eight-year-old
boy was brought by am-
bulance to Kamuge Dis-
pensary in Suguta as an
emergency case.

He was unconscious, his leg severely
swollen and oedematous (excess fluid
buildup), after being bitten by a snake.

Nurses at the facility swiftly admin-
istered antivenom in an effort to save
his life.

The boy had been bitten while mi-
grating with his father in search of
water and pasture for their livestock
amid the prolonged drought in Turkana
County.

“The boy was bitten at about 5am.
His father attempted first aid by apply-
ing herbs and tying the leg with a rope
to prevent the spread of venom, but the
swelling continued. He then contacted
the facility for transport and medical
care,” dispensary in-charge Soop Lo-
mus told The Standard.

The nurse suspects the boymay have
been bitten by a puff adder, asnake spe-
cies commeonly found in Turkana.

He described it as thick-bodied,
with brown, black, and yellowish pat-
terns, and highly venomous. Although
it moves slowly, the species is defen-
sive and continues to pose a significant
threat to pastoralists in the arid and
semi-arid county.

It took the boy about two hours to

reach the hospital dueto the poor road
network.

The snakebite occurred in Nelio as
the family migrated toward Kakapeti,
about 21 kilometres away. “Delays con-
tributed to the swelling of the boy’s
leg, and the venom had already spread
to other parts of his body. We are, how-
ever, relieved that he is now out of dan-
ger,” said Lomus.

As the boy was wheeled to the ward
for monitoring, 41-year-old Esther
Amoding arrived at the facility, her
hand tightly tied with arope.

She had been bitten by a snake while
plucking wild fruits (palm fruits) near
Suguta Valley.

Amoding, visibly in pain, walked
with difficulty and gasped for breath.
“A black snake bit my hand while I was
picking wild fruits. Itied it, but the pain
is unbearable,” she said.

Feed children

The frail mother explained she had
gone to the valley to collect fruits to
feed her children. “I usually walk to
the valleys to gather wild fruits for my
children. I have no food to give them.
Bandits stole some of our livestock, and
the rest was swept away by drought,”
she said.

Her 12-year-old son was also bitten
on the hand while sleeping at night.

“It saddens me that we are forced to
fight both snakes and hunger as aresult
of the drought. My son was asleep when
a black snake entered the house and bit
his hand. I do not know what we cando
to stay safe,” Amoding added.

These cases reflect a wider rise in
snakebites in Turkana, with health ex
perts urging residents to seek medical
attention promptily.

Lomus attributed the increase to the
persistent drought. “Snakes are moving
closer to human settlements in search
of water, putting more people at risk,”
said the nurse.
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An eight-year-old boy receives emergency treatment at Kamuge Dispensary in Suguta after being bitten by a snake while

migrating in search of water and pasture for livestock. [Mercy Kahenda, Standard]

Kamuge Dispensary data shows
at least ten snakebite cases are re-
ported daily Some are treated and
discharged, while critical patients
are admitted. Poor roads and diffi-
cult terrain often delay access, wors-
ened by insecurity in some areas.
Severe cases are referred to Lodwar
Referral Hospital or Moi Teaching
and Referral Hospital in Eldoret.
“We are seeing more cases of snake-
bites, especially in children. We are
ensuring the hospital is stocked
with adequate antivenom to save
lives,” said Lomus.

Families reportedly migrate at
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It saddens me that we
are forced to fight both
snakes and hunger as a
result of the drought. My
son was asleep when a
black snake entered the
house and bit his hand,

Esther Amoding,Victim

night due to the scorching sun and
fear of their stock being stolen by
armed bandits. “Itis difficult to spot
snakes at night. They hide in rocks
and bite individuals searching for
pasture and water for their stock,”
said Lomus.

Snakes hide in rocks and enter
houses at night and during the day
in search of water, as the drought
persists.

Reports by the Ministry of Health
reveal that Turkana has the highest
incidence of snakebites, followed
by Samburu, Kitui, Kajiado, Kilifi,
Kwale and Taita. The rate in Turkana
stands at 413 per 100,000 inhabit-
anis.

Venomous bites can cause paral-
ysis, fatal bleeding, kidney failure,
tissue damage, permanent disabil-
ity, limb amputation, or death. An-
tivenoms neutralise venom, though
responses vary by individual.

“With rising cases, locals are be-
ing sensitised to report to hospitals.
Many cannot afford transport, so we
pick them up to save lives,” Lomus
said.

The Kenva Red Cross Societylinks
victims to facilities and provides
transport.

Nationally, the drought situa-
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tion is worsening. Counties most
affected include Turkana, Marsabit,
Wajir, Isiolo, Garissa and Samburu.
The crisis has led to early depletion
of household food stocks, reduced
water and pasture, declining live-
stock productivity, and increased
migration.

Acute malnutrition remains criti-
cal. Seven counties and sub-counties
are in a critical phase: Turkana,
Mandera, Samburu, Garissa, Isiolo,
North Horr and Laisamis in Marsa-
bit, and East Pokot in West Pokot.

Three counties are in a serious
phase: Wajir, Tana River, West Pokot
(West Pokot), and Saku in Marsabit.
An estimated 784,000 children aged
six to 59 months, and 134,000 preg-
nant and breastfeeding women re-
guire treatment nationally.

The Kenya Red Cross Society is
actively responding with food assis-
tance, cash transfers, nutrition ser-
vices, clean water, and psychosocial
support to vulnerable households.
They work closely with national and
county governments, UN agencies,
and humanitarian partners, imple-
menting a multi-sectoral drought
response focusing on food, security,

nuirition, water, and protection.
mkahenda@standardmedia.co.ke

Community sacco empowers drought-hit pastoralist regions

Not long ago, pastoralists in northern and
coastal counties had limited access to financial
services. Nomadic lifestyles, little education, and
distant banking left them with no savings or
capital for business.

“We had no money to save. Droughts wiped
out our livestock, and we struggled to buy food,”
said Emmaculate Naikele from Laisamis, Marsa-
bit County.

Naikele is a member of Rangelands Sacco, ini-
tiated by Northern Rangelands Trust’s Mashi-
naniWORKS, which empowers communities in
remote wildlife conservancies. Members gath-
ered at Archers Post, Samburu County, for the
sacco’s AGM, celebrating financial empower-

ment.

Membership has grown to over 7,000, mostly
women, including bead makers, livestock trad-
ers, and small business owners. Members receive
financial and business training and access cred-
it to grow enterprises. “In our pastoralist
regions, people had limited education and finan-
cial access. Now they can open shops, start boda
boda ventures, and diversify income amid
droughts,” said Kelvin Demogle, sacco supervi-
sory chairman..

Naikele was among tens of members of Range-
lands Sacco, an institution initiated by Northern
Rangelands Trust's MashinaniwORKS, which
works to empower communities in remote wild-

life conservancies.

Members from northern and coastal regions
converged at Archers Post in Samburu County
for the sacco’s annual general meeting, celebrat-
ing the much-needed financial empowerment.

According to Kelvin Demogle, chairman of the
sacco’s supervisory committee, membership has
grown to over 7,000, up from 315 a decade ago.

The majority of members are women, includ-
ing bead makers, livestock traders, and small
business owners. Demogle said members benefit
from financial and business management train-
ing and can access credit to grow various enter-
prises. “In our pastoralist regions, people had
limited education and financial access. Now they

can open shops, start boda boda ventures, and
diversify income amid droughts,” said Kelvin
Demogle, sacco supervisory chairman.

At the AGM, model members were recognised:
Naikele received the “Top Saver’ award, and Ste-
phen Mamai from Laikipia won ‘Best Borrower.’
Mamai said loans enabled him to start business-
es, buy and resell goats, and sustain his family

Through the sacco, members access credit for
small enterprises, livestock trade, education
financing, and household assets. Co-operative
officer Diramu Guyo noted diligent loan repay-
ment and savings. “We added 500 new members
last year, helping pastoralists diversify income,”
he said. [Phares Mutembei]
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From hope to mama fua: A graduate’s woes

» Jesang lives in squalid condi-
tions with her children after her
brother kicked her out of home.

» She was enlisted in the police
in 2014 only for the recruitment
exercise to the cancelled.

PETER OCHIENG, ELDORET

t is double trouble for jobless
graduate Gladys Jesang.

The 35-year-old mother of
three is struggling homeless-
ness while raising her children

in squalid conditions in Soy, Uasin
Gishu.

Like many university graduates, Je-
sang had high hopes when she gradu-
ated 13 years ago with a Bachelor of
Environmental Studies from Moi
University.

After years of sending out curricu-
lum vitae and application letters, her
hopes of building a better life for her
family have all but faded.

At her home in Kwa Nancy trading
centre in Kapsambeiywet village, Je-
sang sits deep in thought, clutching a
porridge gourd. The science graduate
is preparing to walk to another part
of the village to wash clothes for local
residents, the work she dependson to
feed her children.

Even as she prepares a late break-
fast on a warm mid-morning, her
mind is on how she will provide the
next meal. One of her greatest con-
cerns, she says, is encouraging her
children, aged between four and10, to
take their education seriously, consid-
ering her own circumstances.

Jesang recalls how she unsuccess-

fully sought employment with the
Kenya Defence Forces for vears be-
fore turning to menial jobs, including
washing clothes.

“I have asked myself countless
times what the need of going to
school was. Many times I get so de-
pressed that I think of setting my
CVs ablaze, but something tells me to
hold back my anger. Some people are
being hired with only high school or
diploma certificates, vet I hold a Sec-
ond Class Honours degree and have
nothing. It’s painful,” she says.

Her troubles began after her moth-
er died. She says she was kicked out
of her parents’ home by a sibling who
guestioned why she had not secured
a decent job or got married.

“When our elder brother started
quarrelling with us daily, telling us
to find husbands, our father, Vincent
Rotich, aretired officer with the Ken-
ya Prison Service, intervened and told
him to leave us alone. But his advice
fell on deaf ears. He even threatened
to kill us if we did not leave. That is
why we are staying here in a mud-
walled house,” Jesang says.

She says her life and that of her
children now depend on well-wishers.

“Good Samaritans like Mama Ann
Cheruto have been taking care of us.
I cannot forget Engineer Stephen
Ochieng and Nicholas Koech, both
from Eldoret. May yvou be blessed
abundantly” she says.

“Those who have stood with me,
thank you so much, especially Eng
Ochieng. I am not the only one you
have helped. I have seen you fight for
the welfare of the youth. God will re-
ward you,” she adds.

Forced torent a mud-walled house
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Moi University graduate Gladys Jesang displays her certificates at her homein Kwa
Nancy Trading Centre in Uasin Gishu County. [Peter Ochieng, Standard]
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| wash clothes for
primary schoal
teachers and do
other chores such as
washing utensils. | am
paid Sh200 a day,

Gladys Jesang, Mol University
graduate

at Kwa Nancy, Jesang survives on
casual work

“I wash clothes for primary school
teachers and do other chores such as
washing utensils. I am paid Sh200 a
day. That is how I survive,” she says.

The third-born in a family of five
— four sisters and a brother — Jesang
says she has never disclosed her aca-
demic gualifications to her employ-
ers for fear of losing her only source
of income.

“I have suffered for 13 years. Some
people think I am a primary school
dropout because of the kind of jobs I

do,” she says. In 2014, she says, luck
appeared to smile on her when she
was enlisted by the National Police
Service and issued with a docket
number after a gruelling recruitment
exercise.

She was among hundreds of
youths recruited into the service, but
herjoy was short-lived when the NPS
cancelled the entire exercise, citing
massive irregularities.

“I scored a B plain at Kapkenda
Girls and did everything possible not
to disappoint my parents, who sold
everythingto educate me. After doing
my best, where am [ now?"” she asks,
tears rolling down her cheeks.

Jesang also recounts the hardships
she and her four sisters endured after
their mother, Catherine Rotich, died
20 years ago following a long illness.

“IThumbly appeal to President Wil-
liam Ruto and Governor Jonathan Bii
to save me from this frustration. Just
offermeajobtoenable me to feed my
children,” she pleads.

Ann Koech, a relative, says Jesang
has endured numerous challenges.

“She has the academic papers. Let
the government create an opportuni-
ty for her, even if it means giving her
a slot in the next police recruitment,”
Koech appeals.

Mercy Jepkemoi, a neighbour, says
Jesang has often complained about
her brother’s mistreatment.

“Thank vou to the media for com-
ing to witness the hardships this lady
is going through. She is both amother
and a father to her family” she says.

Efforts to reach her brother for
comment were unsuccessful, as his
phone went unanswered throughout
the day.

Man denies possessing ethanol
as residents protest in court

A man has denied being in
possession of ethanol in
Eldama Ravine, as agitated
residents demonstrated within
the court premises over the
high consumption of alcohol in
the area.

James Nderitu, who was
arrested on Sunday, yesterday
denied charges of possessing
uncustomed goods and beingin
possession of excisable goods
without authority before
Eldama Ravine Chief Magis-
trate Boaz Obwewa.

According to the charge
sheet, Nderitu was allegedly
found in possession of 255 litres
of uncustomed ethanol valued
at Sh612,000, which attracted
an excise duty of Sh452,880, on
February15, 2026, at Shauri Vil-
lage in Baringo County.

He also denied another count
of being in possession of 255
litres of ethanol that had been
removed from a place where it
ought to have been charged

excise duty amounting to
Sh452,880.

The prosecutor, Monica Mbu-
ru, opposed Nderitu's release
on bail. “We are opposing the
accused being released on
bond; we pray for a bond hear-
ing in the interest of justice,”
Mburu said. The bail hearing
was scheduled for February18.

The court heard that Nderitu
is arepeat offender.

He has an ongoing case
before the same court after he
was arrested on August 30,
2023, for possession of ethanol.

He wasreleased on a Sh1 mil-
lion bond.

Eldama Ravine Assistant
County Commissioner David
Cheruiyot testified before Prin-
cipal Magistrate Wilson Kitur
that he received a tip-off from
an informer on August 30,2023,
about a consignment at Nderi-
tu’s homestead. The case will be
mentioned again on April 30.

[ Yvonne Chepkwony]

request all prospective bidders to;

1. Disregard the previous documents uploaded on Tuesday
10* February 2026 and use the ones in this addendum
uploaded on Tuesday 17* February 2026

2. Download and use the revised bid documents from www.
bungoma.go.ke/tenders, www.supplier.treasury.go ke

MINISTRY OF ROADS, INFRASTRUCTURE & PUBLIC WORKS
ADDENDUM

The County Government of Bungoma (CGB) through the
MINISTRY OF ROADS, INFRASTRUCTURE AND PUBLIC
WORKS wishes to inform all prospective bidders that the
bid documents previously uploaded have been reviewed and
found to contain some errors. This addendum is issued to

TRUST
BANK
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Notice on Reduction of Base Lending Rate

11 March 2026.

or PPIP portal: www.tenders.go.ke portal

3. Tenders to be received on or before Thursday, 26"
February 2026 at 11:00 am local time

All other terms and conditions of the tender remain
unchanged. We appreciate your understanding and

cooperation
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Following the Central Bank of Kenya's revision of the Central
Bank Rate (CBR) from 9.00% to 8.75% on 10 February 2026,
DTB wishes to inform you of the following:

* All new local currency variable-rate loans will be priced
at a base rate of 8.75%, plus the applicable risk-based
premium (K), in accordance with the Risk Based Credit
Pricing Model (RBCPM).

All existing local currency variable-rate loans currently
priced on CBR + Premium (K) will have the CBR
component revised from 9.00% to 8.75% p.a. effective

All existing local currency variable-rate loans taken
before 1 December 2025 will continue under their
prevailing terms and will transition to the RBCPM on
28 February 2026 as earlier communicated.

DTB remains committed to full compliance with all regulatory
guidelines issued by the Central Bank of Kenya.

For any inquiries or assistance, please contact your
Relationship Manager, visit your nearest DTB branch, or reach
out to our Contact Centre on 0719 031888.

Bank with us.Bank on us.
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Kitengela rally death: Family cries

for justice after young father shot

» Ayomo, a husband and father
of one year old baby, was fatally
shot in the face.

» His family says the mechanic
was killed while walking home
from work.

JULIET OMELO AND PETERSON
GITHAIGA, KITENGELA

eep sadness and an-
ger gripped the family
of 28-year-old Vincent
Ayomo Otieno who
was shot dead by police
while walking home from work in
Kitengela on Sunday during the cha-
os that rocked Nairobi Senator Ed-
win Sifuna’s Linda Mwananchi rally.

Ayomo, a husband and father of
a one-and-a-half-year-old child, was
fatally shot in the face in what his
family and rights activists are call-
ing a senseless act of police brutality.

Speaking at the Nairobi Funeral
Home where his body was taken,
Ayomo’s wife Khadija Riamy, re-
counted the moment she learned of
the shooting.

“I was at home when I received a
phone call that my husband had been
shot. He was just leaving work and
he never deserved this. We searched
for him, but we couldn’t find him in
any mortuary in Kitengela. We were
instructed to check at city mortuary
where we have confirmed his body
is here. He has a bullet wound in
his face. I will never forget that mo-
ment,” she said.

She said her only demand is for
justice to be served for her husband,
saying he did not deserve to die in
such a manner. A mechanic, Oya-
mo was allegedly shot on his way
from work.

“He was a good husband and fa-
ther. I will fight for justice and for
the police invelved to take account-
ability for their action,” Khadijasaid.

The tragedy unfolded amid chaos
and confusion, when police disrupt-
ed an ODM rally led by embattled
secretary general Sifuna. The leaders
said the police used teargas and live
bullets on their supporters.

Troubling pattern

Witnesses described rushing to
Ayomo’s side and finding him lying
on the ground lifeless after being
shot.

“Ireceived acall from an unknown
number at around 6pm telling me
that my colleague had been shot
dead behind Bataand when [ arrived
at the scene he had gunshot wounds
through his eyes. [ had to make calls
to his close family members to in-
form them of the incident,” said one
of his workmates.

Frederic Ojiro, head of Rapid Re-
sponse at Vocal Africa, condemned
the killing as part of a troubling pat-

People take cover after chaos erupted when police fired tear gas canisters at a rally led by Mairobi Senator Edwin Sifunain
Kitengela Town on February 15, 2026. Inset: Vincent Ayomo, victim of Kitengela shooting. [Peterson Githaiga, Standard]

tern in Kenya. “Vincent had just left
work. He was not involved in any
rally. Even if he had attended, what
crime did he commit to be shotin the
eyes? A week does not pass without
police killing innocent young Ken-
yans. Families are left grieving while
those responsible continue with
their lives as if nothing happened,”
Qjiro said.

Formal report

(Ojiro demanded accountability
from the highest levels of govern-
ment asking the Inspector General
of Police and the Cabinet Secretary
for Interior to resign.

“It is only honourable that the
Inspector General of Police and the
Interior Minister resign. Enough is
enough. Kenyans are not safe when
the people meant to protect them are
the ones taking their lives,” he said.

Ayvomo's family vesterday iden-
tified his body at Nairobi Funeral
Home before lodging a formal com-
plaint at Kitengela Police Station. A
postmortem on the body is sched-
uled for today.

“Our next course of action is to go
back to Kitengela Police Station and
make a formal report and get an OB
for the same,” Qjiro stated.

Civil society groups and the Inde-
pendent Policing Oversight Author-
ity (IPOA) have been urged to act
swiftlyto ensure justice is served and
the perpetrators brought to book.

“We cannot continue to bury our
children while the guns that killed

Tragedy

YEARS

AGE of Vincent Ayomo Otieno
who was shot dead during an
ODM rally in Kitengela on Sunday.
Ayomo was a husband and father
of one.

them remain in the hands of the
same officers,” OQjiro said.

IPOA said it had launched an in-
dependent investigation into the
killing. The authority expressed con-
cern over the loss of life and injuries
reported during the rally.

IPOA said it had deploved a rapid-
response team to Kitengela to deter-
mine the circumstances surround-
ing the incident, assess the extent
of police involvement, and evaluate
whether the use of force was justi-
fied and proportionate under the
law.

Ayomo’s death has reopened the
wounds of dozens of families across
Kenya who have witnessed young
lives lost in the hands of police.

This comes barely a week after a
girl was shot dead in Huruma estate
by the police during demonstrations.

“Vincent was a husband, a father,
a friend. He had dreams, hopes, and

a life to live. And it’s gone in an in-
stant,” said a family member. His
wife later lodged a formal complaint
at Kitengela Police Station where
she reiterated that her husband did
not deserved such death.

“We want the government to
come clear and reveal who killed
my husband and why,” said Khadija
amid sobs.

Peaceful gathering

Following the fatal shooting, an-
gry mobs used his body to barricade
the Nairobi-Namanga Road for more
than two hours. They later dumped
the body at the Kitengela municipal
offices where the police took it to the
mortuary.

Human right activist Longton
Jamil challenged relevant authori-
ties to expedite investigations and
come up with a clear answer on
what actually transpired.

The incident has caused panic
among business people in Kitengela
Town who want the culprits brought
to book.

Speaking at the scene of the
shooting, the traders accused the
police of unnecessarily lobbing tear-
gas into a peaceful gathering before
opening fire into fleeing crowds.

“Being on a Sunday, we expected
huge sales since many people were
not at work, but police blundered by
disrupting the rally, and in the pro-
cess, we incurred huge losses,” said
Moses Karanja, a businessman.

newsdesk@standardmedia.co.ke

Maraga condemns
State over violence
at Sifuna’s meeting

Former Chief Justice David Maraga
has condemned Sunday’s violence at the
Edwin Sifuna-led political rally in
Kitengela, Kajiado County, and accused
the government of orchestrating it.

The United Green Movement Party
leader said President William Ruto's
administration was in panic mode,
hence breaking up of events attended by
opposition leaders.

He said the attacks on opposition
leaders’ functions, including at a church
service in Nyeri attended by former
Deputy President Rigathi Gachagua,
were a sign of aregime in panic.

“The government has panicked. We
have never seen a situation where the
police go and teargas a church,” said
Maraga, who was accompanied by some
of the party’s aspirants in Meru.

He added: “We saw the teargas in
Kitengela. Those people were having a
very peaceful meeting. There was no rea-
son whatsoever, no breach of peace. I
stand firmly with the United Opposition
in condemning the teargassing of gath-
erings, particularly churches,” he said.

At the same time, the former Chief Jus-
tice urged the Independent Electoral
and Boundaries Commission (IEBC) to
intensify voter registration and ensure
all Kenyans exercise their democratic
right in next year’s General Election.

Maraga said many people were unable
to register due to the long distances they
have to cover to reach registration cen-
tres.

“At the moment, ID and voter registra-
tion are at the constituency level. These
are very far from where (most) people
are. To be able to register, they need
between Sh1,000 and Sh1,500 to travel to
registration centres and come back
(home). The people who are being asked
to travel are people who are extremely
poor; some are young people who are
unemployed,” he said.

Maraga said IEBC must make elabo-
rate plans to make sure registration cen-
tres are taken closer to the people.

He said he was in the presidential race
for the long haul but was ready to work
with parties that share his vision of
eradicating corruption and putting the
country on the path for development.

Maraga, 75, said he wants to involve
the youth in the governance, noting that
they had been ignored in the process.

“You cannot afford to have any plans
without thinking about them. The elec-
tions of 2027 will be decided by the vote
of the young people,” he said.

[Phares Mutembei]

Former Chief Justice David Maraga. [Kanyiri
Wahito, Standard]
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Opposition fumes as I1G Kanja snubs meeting

» The principals warn the IG’s
failure to engage undermines
security, calling it disrespectful
and unprofessional.

the burden of proof (confirmation)
lies on those who allege.”

However, the opposition leaders
maintained that Kanja left shortly
before their arrival without inform-
ing them, delegating junior officers to

» They vowed to make weekly engage them instead, a move they re-
visits until accountability jected. “The magnitude of this matter,
is delivered for the Witima an attack on a place of worship, is an

act of terror. We cannot discuss this
church attack.

OKUMU MODACHI, NAIROBI

he United Opposition

principals have accused

Inspector General of

Police Douglas Kanja

of snubbing a crucial
security meeting at Jogoo House,
as they intensified pressure to end
what they described as rising cases
of police excesses and political in-
timidation.

The leaders, including former
Deputy President Rigathi Gacha-
gua, Kalonzo Musyoka of Wiper
and DAP-K's Eugene Wamalwa,
yesterday stormed the National Po-
lice Service Headquarters at Jogoo
House, where they were met with a
“cold” reception.

After spending a few minutes at
the IG’s offices, the leaders emerged
and claimed police bosses had “fled”.
It was not clear whether they had
been officially invited for the meet-
ing.

This marked the second occasion
the leaders had sought an audience
with Kanja over progress in inves-
tigations into the attack at Witima
ACK Church in Othaya, Nyeri Coun-
ty, last month.

According to the principals, dur-
ing the first meeting with the IG, it
was agreed that a follow-up meet-
ing would be held, which they hon-
oured, only to be “snubbed”.

The January 30 meeting had set
February 16 as the date for the fol-

issue with anyone other than the IG,”
Gachagua said.

Gachagua described the IG’s ab-
sence as disrespectful and unpro-
fessional, saying it undermined the
seriousness of the security concerns
they had raised. “He did not even
have the courtesy to tell us he would
not be here; he left shortly before we
arrived,” Gachagua alleged.

Musyoka said they were instead
received by Muchiri, whom they de-
clined to engage, vowing to return on
Friday for an andience with the IG.

“The spokesperson told us another
invite will be sent. We would prefer it
even today or tomorrow. If not, we will
return on Friday regardless,” he said.

“It is shocking that the Inspector
General and his team were not avail-
able for such an important meeting
concerning the safety of Kenyans,”
Musyoka added, insisting the IG had
deliberately skipped the meeting.

According to Wamalwa, the IG was
acting on orders from above, but this
will not deter them from meeting him.

He declared that the opposition
will visit Jogoo House weekly until
their concerns are addressed, reiter-
ating that all they want is account-
ability. “When we return, we expect a
full report and remedial measures to
address the concerns. We expect none
other than IG Kanja to talk to us,” he
said.

Gachagua further alleged that they
had information from within the Ser-
vice that investigations into the Oth-
aya church attack had already been
concluded and that the officers in-

s, f _{i

Opposition leaders Kalonzo Musyoka and Rigathi Gachagua at a political rally in Nairobi CBD yesterday. [Courtesy]
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KENYA BUREAU OF STANDARDS STAFF RETIREMENT BENEFITS SCHEME (DBS) & KENYA

BUREAU OF STANDARDS STAFF RETIREMENT BENEFITS SCHEME 2011 (DCS)

KENYA BUREAU OF STANDARDS, HEADQUARTERS
POPO ROAD, OFF MOMBASA ROAD, NAIROBI, P.0. Box 54974 - 00200, NAIROBI, KENYA.
Tel : + 254 (20) 694 8000, Mobile: 0722 202137 or 0734 600 471/2

NOTICETO MEMBERS OF YEAR2025 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

NOTICE is hereby given that the Annual General Meeting of the Kenya Bureau of Standards Staff Retirement
Benefits Scheme [DBS) & Kenya Bureau of Standards Staff Retirement Benefits Scheme 20711 [DCS) shall be
conducted ona hybrid platform on Friday 06, March 2026, starting at 9.00 am.

low-up, to ascertain the progress of  volved had been identified and traced. MORE The following business will be transacted:
resolving the Witima matter. “We The Democracy for the Citizens STORIES ftem Agenda
have told the IG that beforewecome  Party (DCP) leader also accused ele- 1 | Opening Prayers, welcoming remarks, and introductions
back on February 16, those members  ments within the police of being used Acute condom Confirmation of the minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 20, November 2024 and matters arising
of that unit need to be arrested, dis-  to settle political scores, claiming shortage thereof
armed, and taken to court. He must  there were new directives outside the linked to donor Report of the Chairperson of the Board of Trustees
i that assurance,” Gachagua olice command structure. cuts, raising St monk frarm L< ponaoe
Sive us tha . g D Presentation of Financial Statements as at June 30, 2025 and audit report thereof

said.

When contacted for comment on
whether the opposition leaders had
an invitation for vesterday’s meet-

ing, police spokesperson Muchiri “It cannot be that police, charged L"-E”'h'””ﬁgls Z‘if 'h&tzﬁ
\ . s . = emoers WJuestion Nswers
Nyaga told The Standard: “I thought  with maintaining law and order, are NGia ok T Ak SHAC RN T
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The magnitude of this
matter, an attack on a
place of worship, is an

act of terror. We cannot
discuss this issue with
anyone other than the IG,

Rigathi Gachagua, DCP leader

He alleged that senior government
officials were issuing instructions di-
rectly to police commanders outside
the established chain of command.

the ones breaking the law. Guns and
ammunition bought with taxpayers’
money to protect citizens cannot be
turned against unarmed Kenyans,”
he said, citing the latest incident in
Kitengela, where police disrupted a
peaceful rally held by the ODM faction
led by Nairobi Senator Edwin Sifuna.

Meanwhile, while on a tour in Meru
County, former Chief Justice David
Maraga weighed in, condemning the
Kitengelaincident.

“What was the cause? Those peo-
ple were having a peaceful meeting.
There was no reason, no breach of
peace whatsoever,” he said.

sex risk fears
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Presentation of Investment Management Report
Presentation of Custody report

Presentation of Administration Report
Presentation by the Retirement Benefits Authority

M= a|o|o|~|mu|~w| o

Mr. Brian K. M'mbwanga
The Trust Secretary, Board of Trustees

Note.

1. All members, [Active, Deferred and Pensioners] are invited to attend the event by registering using the
following link: https://shorturl.at/C4zUI

2. Youare requested toreview the attached full sets of duly executed Financial Reports for the year ended
30 June 2025 in preparation for the Annual General Meeting

3. Inline with the Scheme Governance Policy, this notice is hereby issued at least 14 days before the date
of the Annual General Meeting.

Date: 16* February 2026.




6 ‘ NATIONAL TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 17,2026 The Standard

James Orengo: Man of all seasons in
Kenya’s ever shifting political winds

» He has seen it all over his four
decades in politics but is not
hanging his coat just yet.

» The Governor appears to be
positioning himself to mentor a
new generation of firebrands.

ISAIAH GWENGI, 51AYA

f the country had a poster for

its faces of defiance, the faces

behind the push for change, the

face of Siaya Governor James

Orengo would be plastered
among the greats.

He has seen it all, challenged it all
over his four decades in politics, but
is not hanging his reformist coat just
yet. Bold, fearless, and controversial,
Orengo is on a fresh mission as he
aligns with a team of young politi-
cians seeking to redraw the country’s
political landscape.

Orengo has found himself at the
centre of a momentous period in the
country as the jostling to succeed
late ODM leader Raila Odinga inten-
sifies.

He has built a political career de-
fined by defiance, resilience, and an
unyielding belief in principle over
convenience.

For more than four decades,
the Siaya Governor has occupied
a unigque space in Kenya’s political
theatre, sometimes at the centre of
power, often at its margins, but al-
ways unmistakably present.

On the rocky political path of Raila
Odinga, Orengo was among the con-
stant figures in his circle during
times of deep political upheavals.

So daring was Orengo that he
was among the few leaders who did
not bolt out in fear during the mock
swearing-in of Raila in 2018 as the
people’s president.

Today, as the country navigates a
new season of political realignments,
Orengo once again finds himself
standing apart.

With most elected leaders from
his own county aligning with Presi-
dent William Ruto under the broad-
based government arrangement,
Orengo finds himself increasingly
isolated, a political position that may
jeopardize his bid for a second term
as governor.

The recent visit by Siaya MCAs to
Eldoret State Lodge to meet Presi-
dent Ruto underscored the widen-
ing gap between the governor and
his county’s political class. While the
legislators framed the visit as a stra-
tegic move to unlock development
resources, Orengo has maintained
that proximity to power must never
dilute democratic accountability.

For a governor eyeing a second
term, the fallout with nearly all MPs
in his county presents a significant
political gamble.

Last week, Orengo’s ally-turned

Siaya Governor James Orengo speaks to the press at his Nairobi office on April 17,

2024. [ Jenipher Wachie, Standard ]

critic, Alego-Usonga MP Samuel
Atandi told the MCAs to ‘smell the
coffee’, with people interpreting it
as a hint to an impeachment motion
against the governor.

During a recent political rally in
Busia dubbed ‘Linda Mwananchi,
Orengo reignited the ideological
debate within ODM. Speaking with
characteristic bluntness, he rejected
any suggestion that the party should
formally align with President Ruto
ahead of next vear’s elections.

“We will not join a government
whose policies we do not agree with,”
declared Orengo, positioning himself
as the guardian of ODM'’s original re-
formist mission.

He insisted that the party’s man-
date is to champion the welfare of
ordinary Kenyans struggling under
the weight of the high cost of living,
rather than seeking comfortable
seats at the high table.

Orengo’s defiance escalated on
Wednesday following the ouster of
Edwin Sifunaas ODM Secretary Gen-
eral. In a fiery statement, the gover-
nor directly accused President Ruto
of orchestrating Sifuna’s removal to
destabilize the opposition.

“The problem in ODM is President
Ruto. He is convening meetings, ex-
cluding key leaders like Sifuna, and
dictating the direction of our party,”

said Orengo.

Orengo claimed the chaos engulf-
ing the Orange party is a carefully
orchestrated script written at State
House. He alleged that Ruto is hold-
ing secret night meetings with ODM
factions to sow discord and weaken
the party.

The allegations come in the wake
of a tumulituous National Executive
Committee (NEC) meeting that saw
Sifuna suspended, a move Orengo
insists is null and void.

The accusations have intensified
internal divisions, particularly after
a faction led by Oburu Oginga de-
clared support for President Ruto’s
2027 reelection bid, a position Oren-
go firmly rejects.

46

YEARS

PERIOD that James Orengo has
been an active politidan. He was
first elected MP in a by-election
in 1980. Orengo has since built
a reputation as a firebrand and
bold politician.

While that faction signals accom-
modation, Orengo insists ODM will
field its own presidential candidate.

Even amid the storm, Orengo ap-
pears to be thinking long-term. He
has openly backed young political
voices like Sifuna and Babu, posi-
tioning himself as a mentor to anew
generation of opposition leaders.

Political observers say that
through this, Orengo is extending
his influence beyond Siaya, ensuring
the continuation of reformist ideals
even if his immediate political base
is fractured.

While many Luo Nyanza leaders
embrace engagement with the na-
tional government to secure devel-
opment, Orengo emphasizes that
true leadership requires account-
ability and ideological consistency.

“He is preserving a unique politi-
cal brand that even in isolation, he
remains a reference point for prin-
cipled opposition in Kenya,” said
Michael Okumu, aresident of Siaya.

Analysts warn that if the local
legislature fully backs cooperation
with the national government, and
ODM fractures further, Orengo may
face a steep uphill battle for reelec-
tion.

In Siayva, however, critics have
questioned his commitment on his
role as governor and claim he has
prioritized national politics at the
expense of serving his county.

This has been worsened by his
fallout with his deputy, William
Oduol, who claims he has been side-
lined in county affairs. He is among
ateam of critics who have joined the
race to unseat Orengo.

Others are Ugenya MP David
Ochieng, and UDAS Nicholas Gum-
bo. Also in the list of those consid-
ering to challenge him are members
of the ODM brigade from the county,
including Energy CS Opiyo Wandayi
and three MPs; Elisha Odhiambo
(Gem), Atandi (Alego Usonga), and
Gideon Ochanda (Bondo), who pre-
viouslyhelped Orengo campaign for
the seat.

Orengo, however, is unfazed by
his critics and continues with his
fiery anti-government campaigns
even as his officers rush against time
to implement several projects across
the county.

On Friday, a day after launching
criticism against President Ruto
for allegedly infiltrating ODM and
threatening multiparty politics, the
county chief unveiled the ongoing
construction of Ukwala sub-county
hospital, which is on course.

He has also appointed members
of the Siaya County Public Service
Board as he seeks to restore orderin
his administration.

Orengo says his administration
is keen on implementing develop-
ment projects to transform the lives
of residents.

igwengi({@standardmedia.co.ke
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Deputy position is
Kindiki’s for keeps,
Ruku tells Oburu

Leaders from the Mt Kenya region
have insisted that Deputy President
Kithure Kindiki must retain his position
after next year’s election. They were
reacting to ODM leader Oburu Oginga’s
statement that the party is eyeing the
seat.

Oburu said ODM will be asking for the
DP’s position in a pre-election deal with
President William Ruto’s United Demo-
cratic Alliance (UDA).

But Cabinet Secretary for Public Ser-
vice Geoffrey Ruku and Mwea MP Mary
Maingi told ODM leaders to forget the
position, saying it is not negotiable.

“The position being held by Deputy
President Kithure Kindiki is not negotia-
ble. It's a historical position for the Mt
Kenya region,” said Ruku. “Those look-
ing for seats should not bother with the
presidency or the deputy presidency.
There is no vacancy now, and there will
be no vacancy in 2027

He was speaking at the Joy Holy Trin-
ity church in Mwea on Sunday.

He said that while the government
operates under a broad-based arrange-
ment, it's meant to foster national unity
and development, not about sharing
positions.

“We respect the broad-based govern-
ment for its unity and development
across the country. But the seat of the
Deputy President is not something that
can be bargained. It belongs to Kindiki,
and we will stand with him,” Ruku said.

Ruku also turned his guns on former
Deputy President Rigathi Gachagua,
accusing him of spreading division and
threatening other leaders.

“Stop threatening people and calling
yourself Mau Mau. Qur forefathers also
fought forindependence,” he stated.

Ruku said Mt Kenya East deserves its
moment in national leadership.

“Mt Kenva East has supported presi-
dents from Central Kenya for many
years. Now it is our turn to support
Kindiki as the second-in-command from
this side. He has the closest opportunity
of becoming president in 2032,” he said.

Ruku said development in Mt Kenya is
proof of the government’s commitment
to theregion, dismissing claims that the
dissatisfaction from some leaders is
rooted in stalled projects.

Maingi said the region’s support for
Ruto and Kindiki was steadfast.

“We are firmly behind the Deputy
President Kithure Kindiki. As a region,
we have agreed to support him until he
becomes president in 2032,” Maingi said.

[Jane Mugambi]

Deputy President Kithure Kindiki. [Edward
Kiplimo, Standard]
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» His defiant rally defied his
party ouster, energising grass-
roots support and capturing
national attention.

» The event has sparked de-
bate on whether this momen-
tum signals lasting influence
or a temporary surge.

IRENE GITHINJ, NAIROBI

political storm is brew-

ing after embattled

ODM Secretary Gener-

al Edwin Sifuna drew

a massive turnout in
Kitengela, Kajiado County, despite
claims by arival faction that his po-
sition has already been filled.

On Sunday, Sifuna held his first
rally since the ODM National Ex-
ecutive Council, chaired by Party
Leader Oburu Oginga, announced
his replacement over alleged ‘in-
discipline’ The unexpectedly large
crowd in Kitengela has fuelled spec-
ulation about an emerging political
wave around him.

Observers are now questioning
whether Sifuna is building a new
political force with sustainable na-
tional appeal or simply capitalising
on the current fallout within the
party. Others wonder whether he
can maintain the momentum.

Although police lobbed teargas,
forcing the rally to end prematurely,
Sifuna has pressed on, announcing
that his next Linda Mwananchi tour
will take place on Saturday in Kaka-
mega Town.

Political analyst Barrack Muluka
believes thedevelopments signal the
start of a broader political shift. “A
revolution is well under way and
anyone who underestimates it does
so at their own peril. It is unstoppa-
ble,” he said.

He argued that the current ten-
sions had been brewing for some
time, describing the situation as a
“tropical poelitical thunderstorm”.

He added that the country has ef-
fectively entered campaign mode,
with the incumbent already pre-
paring for next year and Sifuna’s
camp diving headfirst into the con-
test. “The energy sustaining them
is not their own; it is the energy of
the people. When people say, ‘I am
Sifuna’ and “We are Sifuna’, how do
you stop that? When the 2005 refer-
endum wave began, it went all the
way to 2007. This one, too, will not
be stopped,” Muluka stated.

In a pointed metaphor, he said
the “orange” was with Sifuna, while
Oburu had been left with the “peels™.

Political scientist Richard Bosire
said ODM had effectively told Sifuna
to leave if he was dissatisfied with
the party’s direction, but the Secre-
tary General has insisted he is stay-
ing put.

Bosire noted that Winnie Odinga
has publicly shown support for
Sifuna, arguing that democracy de-

mands tolerance of divergent views.
“The manner in which Oburu was
installed did not follow the Constitu-
tion, and that triggered protest. Even
before attention shifted to Sifuna,
there were gquestions about succes-
sion outside proper party structures,”
he said.

He added that Ida Odinga had
called for a ceasefire, signalling con-
cern over a potential split if Sifuna
were expelled.

According to Bosire, political par-
ties often fracture when dissent is
mishandled. “Disputes should be re-
solved within the Orange Democratic
Party. Otherwise, the ‘D’ in ODM be-
comes meaningless,” he said, add-
ing that if leaders cannot work with
Sifuna, they should call for elections
rather than force him out.

He described the Kitengelaturnout
as organic and reflective of broader
public sentiment, contrasting it
with rival rallies marked by coordi-
nated displays of party colours. “The
natural response sends shockwaves
through the Oburu axis because it
suggests Sifuna’s position resonates.
Some members do not want a politi-
cal marriage between ODM and Ruto.
They want the party to remain inde-
pendent, as one of the oldest and most
popular partiesin Kenya. Yet the Obu-
ru side appears determined to pursue
that alliance,” he said.

Another analyst, Dismas Mokua,
said Kenya is firmly in campaign sea-
son, with political actors aligning and
realigning to build capital ahead of
the 2027 General Election.

He predicted unprecedented per-
mutations in the political space as
politicians gravitate towards special
purpose vehicles capable of deliver-
ing electoral victory.

Mokua outlined several options
available to Sifuna if he intends to
consolidate his support. One would
be to resign both as an ODM member
and as Senator, thereby triggering a
by-election. “He could then run under
a different party or form a new one.
Raila Odinga once resigned as a Ford
Kenya member and Kibera MP, and
that move created enormous political
opportunity for him,” Mokua said.

Alternatively, Sifuna could seek to
secure control at the ODM National
Delegates Conference (NDC) along-
side like-minded members and use
the party’s infrastructure to influ-
ence national politics. “These options
could provide a sustainable national

Campaign countdown

202/
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ALREADY casting its shadow over
the political landscape, has effec-
tively ushered Kenya into campaign
mode,

f —

Nairobi Senator Edwin Sifuna during the Linda Mwananchi Tourin Kitengela town on Sunday:. [ Kanyiri Wahito, Standard ]

appeal and translate into real political
capital for 2027 To maintain momen-
tum, Sifuna must control both the po-
litical tool and the political structure,”
Mokua argued.

He warned that failure to pursue ei-
ther route could weaken Sifuna’s tra-
jectory, as he would lack control over
a national political machine ahead of
the elections.

D o

Mokua noted that Raila was able to
hold ODM together for years largely
because he wielded the authority to
reward loyalty and sanction dissent.

“This is one of the most viable paths
to converting national excitement
into political capital. Sifuna must
avoid rookie mistakes and conduct
careful scenario analysis, because his
peers and seniors are waiting to capi-

The Sifuna factor: Moment or movement?

B

talise on any misstep,” he said.

As the ODM wrangles intensify,
Kiharu MP Ndindi Nyoro weighed in,
criticising what he termed outdated
methods of managing political dis-
sent. “We are seeing teargas thrown at
innocent Kenyans during gatherings.
Do what you must, but the trend being
set will boomerang,” he said.

igithinji@standardmedia.co. ke
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REPUBLIC OF KENYA

THIRTEENTH PARLIAMENT | FIFTH SESSION (2026)
THE SENATE
INVITATION FOR SUBMISSION OF MEMORANDA AND PUBLIC HEARING

THE PUBLIC SERVICE INTERNSHIP BILL, 2022 (NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

BILLS NO. 63 OF 2022)

The Public Service Internship Bill, 2022 [National Assembly Bills No. 63 of 2022] was read
a First Time in the Senate on Thursday, 12" February, 2026 and thereafter stood committed to the
Standing Committee on Labour and Social Welfare for consideration. The Committee is required,
under standing order 145(5] of the Senate Standing Orders, to facilitate public participation on the
Bill and to take into account the views and recommendations of the public when the Committee
makes its report to the Senate.

The Bill seeks to establish a structured, equitable and sustainable framework for internship programs
across the public service in Kenya by providing coordinated, hands-on training and practical
experience for graduates. The Bill also seeks to enhance youth development and employability by
strengthening the link between education and the labour market and ensuring interns acquire the
professional exposure required for registration by relevant regulatory bodies.

In accordance with the provisions of Article 118 of the Constitution and standing order 145(5]) of
the Senate Standing Orders, the Standing Committee on Labour and Social Welfare now invites
interested members of the public to submit any representations that they may have on the Bill by
way of written memoranda.

The memoranda may be submitted to the Clerk of the Senate, P.0. Box 41842-00100, Nairobi,
hand-delivered to the Office of the Clerk of the Senate, Main Parliament Buildings, Nairobi or
emailed to clerk.senate@parliament.go.ke and copied to laboursocialwelfarecomm.senate@
parliament.go.ke tobe received on or before Tuesday, 3 March, 2026 at 5.00 p.m.

In addition, the Committee will hold a public hearing on the Bill on Tuesday, 3* March, 2026 at the
Mini Chamber, First Floor, County Hall Building, Nairobi at 11.00 a.m. Members of the public are
welcome to attend the hearing.

The Bill and a digest that summarizes the contents and context of the Bill may be accessed on the
Parliament website at http: //www.parliament.go.ke/the-senate/house-business/bills.

J. M. NYEGENYE, CBS,
CLERKOF THE SENATE.




TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 17,2026 The Standard

8 NATIONAL

CSs Tuya and Mvurya caught
in Kiambu politics crossfire

Cabinet Secretaries Soipan
Tuya (Defence) and Salim
Mvurya (Sports) yvesterday
found themselves caught in
the crossfire of local politics
during the groundbreaking
ceremony for the construction
of Thika Stadium in Kiambu
County.

What was meant to be a
milestone event ushering in a
modern 10,000-seater facility
instead exposed simmering
political tensions in the coun-
ty.

The ceremony quickly
descended into a political
showdown between Thika
Town MP Alice Ng’'ang’a and
leaders allied to Governor
Kimani Wamatangi.

Tension flared from the out-
set when the Cabinet Secretar-
ies were taken on a tour of
completed traders’ stalls con-
structed by the county govern-
ment, with supporters from
rival camps trading insults
and shouting at one another,
prompting security officers to
intervene and restore calm.

When she took to the podi-
um, Ng'ang'a launched a scath-
ing attack on the governor for
skipping the event.

“Wamatangi, you are a cow-
ard. You ran away. You had to
send people to me. Next time,
come and we face each other,”
Ng'ang’aroared.

The MP further declared
that the new stadium would
host national celebrations and
warned the governor against

sending representatives to
future events.

“Just know I'm the incoming
governor,” she said amid
cheers and booing from rival
supporters.

Deputy Governor Rosemary
Kirika, who represented the
governor, said Wamatangi had
been delayed by unavoidable
circumstances.

She emphasised that the sta-
dium project symbolised coop-
eration between the national
and county governments and
noted that several county-
funded facilities at the site
would be preserved.

“Honourable Ng'ang’a, I
want to assure you that Wama-
tangiis not a coward. We pray
that this meeting is not turned
into a political gathering; this
is strictly a development meet-
ing,” the deputy governor hit
back.

The two Cabinet Secretaries
sought to steer the gathering
back to its development focus,
assuring residents that the
region would benefit from the
government’s nationwide
sports infrastructure pro-
gramme.

Mvurya dismissed claims
that traders’ stalls near the
stadium would be demolished.

“The money used to con-
struct the said stalls is public
money, and we are not here to
put into waste. Those spread-
ing the propaganda should
stop,” Mvurya said.

[Gitau Wanyoike]
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PUBLIC NOTICE

REVISION OF RISK BASED PRICING
FOR VARIABLE RATE LOANS

Following the revision of the Central Bank Rate (CBR)} by the
Monetary Policy Committee from 9.00% to 8.75% in February
2026, we hereby inform you of the following changes to our Kenya
Shilling variable-rate loan facilities:

1. New Kenya Shilling Variable-Rate Loans

All new facilities will be priced at the revised CBR of 8.75% plus
a risk based premium ("K") determined by the borrower's risk
profile and other parameters approved by the Central Bank of

2. Existing Kenya Shilling Variable-Rate Loans (Priced at
CBR + risk based premium (K)

For facilities currently priced on CBR + Premium (K), the CBR
component will be adjusted from 9.00% to 8.75%. This
change will take effect 30 days from the date of this notice.

3. Existing Variable-Rate Loans Disbursed Before 1st

will be transitioned to the revised Risk Based Credit Pricing
Methodology (RBCPM) by 28th February 2026, as previously

For further enquiries, please feel free to contact your Relationship
Manager, your Branch Manager, or our Contact Centre on

Acorss Bank (Kermya] PLC i reguisted by the Cantral Bank of Kerma

iz bham mnkindg
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Aviation workers’ strike
disrupts flights at JKIA

» Kenya Aviation Workers Union
had announced a nationwide indus-
trial action affecting airports and
airstrips across the country.

» The union’s claims that KCAA
management has failed to finalise
a Collective Bargaining Agreement
for more than 11 years.

MARYANN MUGANDA, NAIROBI

ravellers at Jomo Kenyatta
International Airport (JKIA)
were yesterday met with con-
fusion, delays and cancella-
tions after aviation workers
began an industrial action that paralysed
operations at the country’s main gateway.

By mid-morning, the usually bustling
departure and arrival terminals had
turned into scenes of uncertainty. Long
guenes snaked outside airline counters as
anxious passengers sought clarification
on their flights.

The Flight Information Display System
screens flashed a worrying pattern, “De-
layed”, “Cancelled”, and “Rescheduled”
dominating both international and do-
mestic routes.

Taxis continued to drop off and pick up
travellers, while foreign visitors queued at
Safaricom and Airtel shops to purchase lo-
cal SIM cards, unaware that some of their
onward journeys would not proceed as
scheduled. For many, it was an unexpect-
ed disruption at the start or end of their
travels.

The chaos followed the commencement
of a strike by the Kenya Aviation Workers
Union (KAWU), which announced a na-
tionwide industrial action affecting air-
ports and airstrips across the country. The
dispute pits the union against the Kenya
Civil Aviation Authority (KCAA) and the
Kenya Airports Authority, with workers
citing long-standing grievances that they
say have been ignored for more than a
decade.

KAWU Secretary-General Moses Nd-
iema said the strike had been activated
after the expiry of a seven-day notice is-
sued last week.

“We wish to inform the country and
travellers using Jomo Kenyatta Interna-
tional Airport and all other airports and
airstrips in our countrythat we have com-
menced our strike action this morning,
and it is progressing as planned,” Ndiema
said during a press briefing at JKIA.

He warned that travellers planning to
use the airport should expect service in-
terruptions.

“Those services may not be provided.
There are disruptions, there are delays,
there are cancellations. Not that we enjoy
this, but we were left with no option when
management refused to engage us mean-
ingfully,” he said.

At the heart of the dispute is what the
union describes as failure by KCAA man-
agement to conclude a Collective Bargain-
ing Agreement for more than 11 years. The
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Passengers were stranded at Jomo Kenyatta International Airport yesterday after the Kenya
Airports Authority announced flight delays due to a strike by workers allied to the Kenya
Aviation Workers Union (KAWU). [Edward Kiplimo, Standard]

union also accuses management of intro-
ducing new human resource instruments
and organisational structures without
consultation, allegedly resulting in job
downgrades.

Ndiema further claimed that a section
of employees has been denied the right to
join or participate in union activities.

“They came up with a new HR instru-
ment, organisational structure and career
progression framework without involv-
ing the union. The consequence has been
downgrading of jobs. Our demand is that
structure be dropped,” he said.

The union also criticised the deploy-
ment of General Service Unit (GSU) offic-
ers at entry and exit points at JKIA, term-
ing it a militarisation of a civilian aviation
facility.

“As we speak, we have GSU officers
manning the entryand exit points at JKIA.
That goes contrary to international civil
aviation regulations. Because of that, we
are immediately withdrawing all employ-

They came up with @

new HR instrument,
organisational structure

and career progression
ramework without involving
the union. The consequence
has been downgrading of
jobs. Our demand is that
structure be dropped,”

Moses Ndiema, KAWL Secretary-General

ees on duty and asking those expected to
report later not to do so,” Ndiema added.

The strike call extended to staff at Ken-
ya Airways, Jambojet, Swissport and other
ground handling companies, including
cabin crew, until an agreement is reached.

Peter Gichuri, an employee at KCAA,
echoed the union’s grievances, saying
workers had endured vears of unad-
dressed concerns.

“We are disgruntled. Issues within our
staff have remained unaddressed for more
than a decade. This includes refusal by
management to allow us tojoin a union of
representation and refusal to confirm into
permanent employment people who have
been performing permanent functions for
years,” he said.

Gichuri maintained that the strike was
not orchestrated by employees but by
management’s inaction.

“As long as our issues are addressed at
the earliest opportunity, we will gladly re-
sume normal operations,” he said.

Major airlines operating from JKIA con-
firmed disruptions.

Kenya Airways, the national carrier,
advised passengers to expect delays and
schedule adjustments.

“We sincerely regret the inconven-
ience and are working closely with the
relevant aviation authorities and airport
stakeholders to minimise disruption and
maintain safe operations,” the airline said
in a statement.

The Kenya Airports Authority acknowl-
edged delays affecting departing flights at
JKIA due to the industrial action.

Howevre, KCAA insisted it had activat-
ed operational continuity measures.

“Critical aviation safety and air navi-
gation functions will remain operational
and are being managed in accordance
with established contingency protocols.”
KCAA said in a statement.
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Tt 5 THE NAIROBI HOSPITAL
RE: PUBLIC PARTICIPATION ON THE MURANG'A COUNTY FISCAL STRATEGY
PAPER (CFSP) 2026 AND BUDGET ESTIMATES 2026/2027 FINANCIAL YEAR COMPOSITION OF THE BOARD OF MANAGEMENT, KENYA HOSPITAL
The Constitution of Kenya 2010, The County Government Act 2012, The Public Finance Management ASSOCIATION “THE HOSPITAL”
Act 2012, among other legislations, provide a framework within which county governance processes are
anchored upon policy, planning, budgeting, financing, and program implementation. This is to notify all our stakeholders and the general public that the
To inform the TEEI.Ilﬂ'tI.:]I".F frarnew_ark and pla_ns underpinning its transfarr_natiue initiatiua-_s, the Murang'a [Eﬂdﬂ!ﬁhip of the HDS{JitHl in accordance with the Cumpan'f's Articles of
County Government will hold public consultative fora to inform the foermulation of the following County plans Association is as fﬂ"ﬂWE'
and bills: :
1. County Fiscal Strategy Paper 2026 1. Dr. BHF’-"JEV ﬂnyambu: ChEIHTIHI'I
2. Budget Estimates 2026/27 Financial Year 2. Dr. Samson Kinyanjui, PhD: Vice Chairman
Members of the public, stakeholders, and other interested groups are invited to attend in person and/or 3. Dr. Agngs Gachoki: Member
submit their written proposals to The County Secretary, Murang'a County Government, P.0 Box 52- . 1y
10200, Murang'a, or vide our email: info@muranga.go.ke AND copied to Directorate of Budget, P.0. Box 4. Prof. Tlﬂ'lﬂthv B‘H’Hklkﬂ. Member
52-10200, Murang’a email: emyliomuchunu@muranga.go.ke be received on or before Thursday, February 5. Dr. Magdaienﬂ MUthﬂkﬂ, PhD: Member
26,2026. 6. Prof. John Mwero: Member
The forums will be held as indicated below: 7. Ms. VﬂlEl’iE Bﬂ'fﬂ: Member
fﬂ"hm?"ﬁ :m — 3{1‘; : ;‘E'; —— 8. Ms. Anne Njuguna: Member
uranga Ea all, Muranga nesday, :00 am-12:30 pm .
& e 25% Fobruary 2026 P 9. Mr. Erick Okeyo, MBS, MKIM: Member
Kangema Social Hall , Kangema Wednesday, 9:00 am-12:30 pm 10. Mr. Philip Kisia, MBS, MKIM, FMSK: Member
25t February 2026 n. E Christonher Oanda: M b
Mathioya DCC Hall, Mathioya Wednesday, 9:00 am-12:30 pm . ng._ ristopner Vanaa. emoer
_ 257 February 2026 12. Dr. Silverster Kasuku, PhD, MBM, FKIP: Member
Kahuro Social Hall, Kahuro Wednesday, 9:00 am-12:30 pm 13. Mr. Moses Ondaba: Member
25" February 2026 ' . -
Gatanga NGCDF Hall, Gatanga Wednesday, 9:00 am-12:30 pm 14. Mr. Lekek Chebii: Member
25" February 2026
Ithanga Catholic Church Hall, Ithanga Wednehsdav. 9:00 am-12:30 pm " | Off 4 4
2o February 2026 inri i .
Kigumo CDF Hall, Kigumo Wednesday, 9:00 am-12:30 pm The PI'II'IEIJJE. 0 ICEI'SII‘J the Board are: . . .
25t Fabruary 2026 1. Mr. Felix Osano: Chief Executive Officer
Kandara Children's Home Hall, Kandara Wednesday, 9:00 am-12:30 pm - _Gi .
ol L DR 2. Mr. Gilbert Nyamweya Company Secretary
Murang'a South | ACK Church Rurago Hall, Maragua | Wednesday, 9:00 am-12:30 pm
25" February 2026 Any communication on the affairs of the Hospital is only made by the
CECM, FINANCE AND ECONOMIC PLANNING Chairman of the Board and/or the Chief Executive Officer.
MURANG'A COUNTY GOVERNMENT
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Petitioners reject
CS Mbadi’s bid to

lift infrastructure
fund court orders

» The CS told the court that the
entity would operate as a private
limited liability company.

» Petitioners argue establishing
the fund through executive action
violates the Constitution.

NANCY GITONGA, NAIROBI

our petitioners led by

Magare Gikenyi have urged

the High Court to reject an

attempt by Treasury Cabi-

net Secretary John Mbadi to
lift orders stopping the establishment
of the Sh5 trillion National Infrastruc-
ture Fund (NIF).

In fresh submissions filed at the
Milimani High Court’s Constitutional
and Human Rights Division yesterday,
the petitioners warned that the govern-
ment had shown confusion over the
legal basis for creating the fund, with
different state organs providing contra-
dictory positions.

Central to the petitioners’ opposition
is an admission Mbadi a few days ago
that despite its name, the National In-
frastructure Fund is not actually apub-
lic fund as contemplated by Article 206
of the Constitution, despite being de-
signed to finance Kenya’'s transforma-
tion agenda in food security, transport
infrastructure, and energy generation.

In a detailed replying affidavit, Mba-
di confirmed to court that the entity
would operate as a private limited li-
ability company designed to mobilize

over Sh5 trillion, more than Kenva's
entire annual budget of approximately
Sh3.9 trillion.

“Though the entity was described
as a ‘Fund)’, its objects are not those of
a ‘Fund’ within the meaning of Article
206 of the Constitution,” Mbadi stated
in his affidavit, acknowledging that the
government intends to manage mas-
sive public resources through a corpo-
rate structure rather than constitution-
al frameworks governing public funds.

Mbadi defended the corporate struc-
ture, arguing it would actually enhance
rather than diminish accountability.

In submissions signed by second
petitioner Eliud Karanja Matindi from
the UK, the group warned that Treas-
ury plans to proceed without manda-
tory approvalsifit determines such ap-
proval is not constitutionally required.

They added that this conditional ap-
proach to seeking parliamentary and
public approval has intensified con-
cerns about executive overreach.

“As the 2™ Respondent( CS Treasury
Mbadi) has averred once they com-
pletes the process to establish the im-
pugned NIE approval, including from
Parliament, will only be sought if it
determines such approval is constitu-
tionally or statutorily required,” Mat-
indi stated.

The petitioners highlighted glaring
inconsistencies that have emerged in
court filings about the government’s
understanding of constitutional re-
quirements on the fund.

While Mbadi’s replying affidavit
states the NIF will be set up as a lim-

ited liability company under the
Companies Act, its grounds of oppo-
sition claim the legal basis would be
Section 24(4) of the Public Finance
Management Act (PFMA).

The National Assembly and Sen-
ate, however, argue the fund would
be established under Article 206(1)
of the Constitution and Section 24(4)
of PFMA.

“Thereis clear confusion andlack

of clarity about the legal basis for

Go

Though the entity was
described as a Fund, its
objects are not those of a
Fund’ within the meaning
of Article 206 of the
Constitution,’

John Mbadi, Treasury Cabinet Secretary

National Treasury Cabinet Secretary John Mbadi. [Wilberforce Okwiri, Standard]

establishment of the impugned NIF
between and within two key State
organs responsible for ensuring
compliance with the Constitution,”
the petitioners told the court.

They argued that without contin-
ued courtintervention, their petition
challenging the fund’s constitution-
ality could be rendered meaningless
if Treasury proceeds to establish the
entity before the caseis determined.

Unlike constitutional funds which
are subject to strict parliamentary
oversight and constitutional safe-
guards, this entity will operate as a
private limited company, raising se-
rious questions about transparency
and accountability.

Gikenyi and his co-petitioners
Matindi, Philemon Abuga Nyakundi,
and Dishon Keroti Mogire, are chal-
lenging the Cabinet’s December 15,
2025 decision to approve the fund’s
creation, where Mbadi and Attorney-
General Dorcas Oduor jointly pre-
sented the proposal.

A confidential Cabinet communi-
cation marked “Secret” and signed

by Cabinet Secretary Mercy Wanjau
filed in court reveals that Cabinet
approved establishment of the Na-
tional Infrastructure Fund PLC and
directed the two officials to take nec-
essary action.

They argue that establishing the
NIF through executive action vio-
lates multiple constitutional provi-
sions including Articles 201, 204,
and 206 which govern public finance
management, as well as principles of
parliamentary oversight and public
participation.

In his bid to have the conserva-
tory orders lifted, Mbadi defended
the corporate structure, insisting it
would enhance rather than diminish
accountability.

He outlined oversight mecha-
nisms including audits by the Audi-
tor General and reporting require-
ments to Parliament, arguing that
the incorporation of the entity does
not in any way diminish its public
character, constitutional account-
ability, or statutory oversight.

newsdesk@standardmedia.co.ke

DIsPUTE

Kenyans will suffer raw deal in Safaricom shares sale, Nyoro says

Even with the conclusion of public hearings
on the government’s partial sale of Safaricom
shares, Kiharu MP Ndindi Nvoro insists that
the sale must be halted immediately and adver-
tised internationally.

Yesterday, Nvoro claimed there were ulterior
motives in the sale of shares.

He said the Sh34 offer per share is below the
market price and, beyond grossly losing on the
price, Kenya risks losing much more on condi-
tions allegedly issued irregularly by the regula-
tor after being pushed by the government.

If not halted, he said, those responsible must
answer to Kenyans, adding that the call he is
making is not for additional shares to the mar-
ket but for an international competitive bid.

“The price is now above Sh34. If they do not,
we will share numbers of Vodacom directors
for Kenyans to engage them directly, starting

with the chairman and chief executive officer,
who was in the country to sign the deal,” Nyoro
said at a press conference in Nairobi yvesterday.

According to Nyoro, markets have exposed
and betrayed incompetence and self-interest on
the side of government which must not be
allowed to continue.

“After Kenyans raised valid concerns, those
in government came with their usual arro-
gance, calling people names and lecturing Ken-
yvans about the markets and how prices are not
set in boardrooms. Kenyans do not need big
worded lectures, they need accountability” he
said

He has also raised concern over sale of Kenya
Pipeline Company (KPC) shares saying that the
Initial Public Offer (IPO) was not meant for the
public but a way of taking over the asset.

Nyoro stated that it is a takeover from

upstream to downstream, describing it as full
grade patronage. He alleged that some Kenyans
were hiding behind Ugandan investor saying
that they should come out in the open to declare
their interest since the highest allocation will
be publicized at the end of the IPO.

“They must know that we know them and
Kenyans will know them soon,” he said.

His remarks come against the backdrop of
the Finance Committee concluding the public
hearings on Safaricom divestiture over the
weekend, having traversed 30 counties.

Finance Committee chair Kuria Kimani said
the views of the public would shape the Com-
mittee’s report to the House on the matter.

“We are delighted that across the 30 counties
that we have visited, the members of the public
have come out to candidly give their views on
what direction they wish the Safaricom dives-

titure process to take. Your views are notin vain
and they will enrich our report to the House,”
he said.

Among key issues that emerged during the
public hearings and the preceding stakeholder
engagements, was the prudent use of proceeds
should the transaction go through.

The public called on the Committee to put in
place a framework before giving a nod to the
transaction, to ensure that the proceeds are
directed to critical national infrastructure as
was earlier intended.

The Committee is set to retreat to prepare its
report for consideration.

Meanwhile, the National Infrastructure Fund
Bill, 2026 has now been read for the first time
in the National Assembly, paving the way for
the process of public participation on the pro-
posed law. [Irene Githinji]
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Education Cabinet Secretary Julius Ogamba chats with Kenya National Examinations Council CEQ David Njengere. [File, Standard]

From paper to digital:
E-assessments unveiled

» Knec says the system will
reinforce the integrity of
examinations.

» To support the transition, the
government plans to connect
every school to the internet.

MIKE KIHAKI, NAIROEI

he Kenya National Exam-

inations Council (Knec)

has begun implementing

e-assessment as part of

Kenya’'s ongoing educa-
tion reforms.

This will mark a significant shift
in assessment since the country em-
barked on the reforms where assess-
ment processes will be fully aligned
with the global best practices that
require faster and more accurate
and cost effective feedback to learn-
ers and schools.

The transition comes amid ris-
ing costs, a rapidly growing learner
population and increasing demand
for fairer, more responsive assess-
ment systems.

Knec Chief Executive Officer Da-
vid Njengere said the plan repre-
sents agradual but decisive move to-
ward digital testing across primary,
junior and senior schools.

He noted that the council believes
e-assessment will strengthen the
credibility and resilience of the ex-
amination system.

Dr Njengere said digital assess-
ments would make the system “more
secure, more resilient and fairer,” in-
cluding for learners with special edu-
cational needs and disabilities (SNE).

“We’'re advocating this because we

genuinely believe the system will be
greatly improved,” he said.

To support the transition, the
government plans to connect every
school to the internet through the
Constituency Development Fund
(CDF), with a focus on remote re-
gions that lack electricity and net-
work coverage.

The Ministry of ICT is also deploy-
ing solar panels and fibre cables to
off-grid schools to make the pro-
gramme viable.

“Through the rural electrification,
solar panelling of schools, it is possi-
ble. It is also necessary if we want to
keep the digital divide from becom-
ing adigital chasm,” Njengere said.

The push for connectivity has
gained urgency following lessons
learned during the Covid-19 pan-
demic, which disrupted learning for
1.6 billion learners globally.

Kenya Secondary Schools Heads
Association chairman Willie Kuria
said improved access to power and
internet connectivity would directly
enhance learning outcomes.

“Many parts of the country have

1.2M

NUMBER of digital devices,
including tablets and laptops,
that were distributed to public
primary schools under the Digital
Literacy Programme in 2016.

benefited from the programme, with
schools reporting a10 percentrisein
connectivity. Many of our schools are
now moving towards solar power to
cut on cost as well as reach remote
areas,” Kuria said.

In parallel, the government is
reworking plans to revive the lap-
top project launched more than a
decade ago to ensure the success of
digital learning and assessment.

In 2016, more than 1.2 million
digital devices, including tablets and
laptops, were distributed to public
primary schools under the Digital
Literacy Programme.

The initiative connected over
22,000 schools to electricity and
aimed at boosting ICT skills among
learners.

The devices were assembled lo-
cally at Jomo Kenyatta University of
Agriculture and Technology and Moi
University.

However, due to logistical chal-
lenges, the government later shifted
its strategy from a “one laptop per
child” model to constructing com-
puter laboratories in schools.

The programme faced several
challenges, including high imple-
mentation costs, limited ICT skills
among teachers in some areas and
the need for improved infrastruc-
ture to support digital learning.

Currently, Knec is already imple-
menting e-assessment in all teacher
training college examinations and
in 50 assessment papers for Techni-
cal and Vocational Education and
Training institutions.

“We expect that in the next one
or two years, a third to half of exams
could be online,” Njeng’'ere said.

newsdesk@standardmedia.co.ke

Fears of state capture
grip Nairobi Hospital

Allegations of state capture have
deepened the crisis at The Nairobi
Hospital, with board members and
doctors warning that political inter-
ference, systematic disregard of court
orders and financial mismanagement
are threatening patient care, staff
livelihoods and the survival of one of
Kenya's leading medical institutions.

Speaking on behalf of the board
and doctors, one of the board mem-
bers, Job Obwaka, said the hospital is
facing a constitutional and govern-
ance crisis defined by repeated defi-
ance of binding rulings issued by the
High Court.

He said that despite multiple con-
servatory orders barring board meet-
ings, governance changes and imple-
mentation of disputed resolutions,
senior executives continue to exercise
authority as if the law does not apply
to them.

“This matter is no longer about per-
sonalities or internal disagreements.
It goes to the heart of whether court
orders in Kenya are respected and
obeyed, or whether they can simply
be ignored by those who feel protect-
ed,” Obwaka said.

“Following a special board of man-
agement meeting convened on July 4,
2025 in consideration of the subsist-
ing High Court orders, both the com-
pany secretary Gilbert Nyvamweya
and the Chief Executive Officer Felix
Osano were lawfully placed on man-
datory leave but despite this lawful
decision both officers have refused to
proceed on leave and continue to
report to exercise authority,” Obwaka
stated.

He said the continued defiance
raises unavoidable guestions about
political shielding.

Obwaka pointed to the co-option of
individuals allegedly linked to State
House into the hospital's board at a
time when governance alterations
were expressly restrained by the
court.

According to the board members,
the appointments were rushed
through after an annual general
meeting was stopped by court,
bypassing vetting, member approval
and established procedures.

Some of the individuals involved,
they added, are alleged to have direct
or indirect commercial dealings with
the hospital, creating serious con-
flicts of interest.

“This is how capture manifests
itself. Court orders are ignored, over-
sight is paralysed, and decisions
begin to serve connected interests
rather than patients and staff” Obwa-
ka said.

The governance turmeoil has coin-
cided with a steep financial decline.

Ngugi Wachira, another board
member in charge of audit and risk
governance, said the hospital record-
ed losses of more than Sh3 billion in
2024 and now owes suppliers in
excess of Sh4 billion.

“As a result, some suppliers have
suspended delivery of essential drugs,
medical equipment and consuma-
bles, leaving doctors struggling to
provide timely and safe care,” he said.

Dr Wachira warned that delayved
surgeries, drug shortages and com-
promised standards of care are
already being felt on the ground.

He further linked the crisis to
recent insurance upheaval at the hos-
pital, describing it as amajor warning
sign.

“Several insurance companies tem-
porarily withdrew services after
uncovering widespread billing irregu-
larities, including patients being
charged for services and consuma-
bles they never received. A task force
led by doctors later negotiated the
insurers’ return, but only after it
emerged that hospital charges had
been increased by up to 61 per cent
without clear justification,” Wachira
stated.

[Juliet Omelo]

State critic Mwagodi arrested at Lunga
Lunga border as he crossed to Tanzania

Human right activists in Mombasa
have petitioned the government to
state why they are holding Mwagodi
Mwabili without formally charging
him.

Mwagodi was arrested on Sunday
at the Lunga Lunga border as he tried
to return to Tanzania to dispose of his
personal effects.

He was held overnight and then
taken to the Port Station in Mombasa
county yesterday and later trans-
ferred to the Directorate of Criminal
Investigations (DCI) headgquarters in
Nairobi.

Mwagodi made news last year fol-

lowing his abduction by Tanzanian
security agents who subjected him to
torture before dumping him at Kenya-
Tanzania border at Lunga Lunga.
Mwagodi was a strong government
critic who has voiced his concern over
the way the Kenya Kwanza adminis-
tration was running public affairs.
Yesterday, human right activists led
by Walid Sketty, Coast regional coor-
dinator for Vocal Africa, said that
immigration officials at the Lunga
Lunga cross border had prevented
Mwagodi from crossing over to Tan-

zania to conduct personal business.
[Philip Mwakio]
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USA says Kenya free to decide as
court suspends Sh322b health pact

» High Court halts implementa-
tion of Kenya-US health agree-
ment, citing procedural issues.

» Health experts stress the
pause safeguards governance,
while temporary bridge fund-
Ing maintains ongoing services.

MERCY KAHENDA, NAIROBI

he US government has
stated that Kenya holds
sovereign authority to
proceed with the Sh322
billion health deal agreed
between the two countries last yvear.

The agreement, signed in October,
has been halted by the High Court
following questions over its signing
process and constitutionality.

Under the bilateral government-
to-government arrangement, the
US was to provide US$%$1.6 billion
(Sh206 billion), while Kenya would
raise US$850 million (Sh109 billion)
through a co-financing model.

Chargé d’Affaires at the US Em-
bassy in Kenya, Susan Burns, said
the two countries are working to
determine the best way to resolve
the matter. “This is a Kenyan matter.
You have an independent judiciary,
and yvou must follow the rules,” said
Burns during a visit to Nyeri Referral
Hospital.

“It is up to Kenyans to decide
whether they want this funding and
how it should be implemented,” she
added, stressing that ongoing court
proceedings have not interrupted
current health programmes.

The agreement was to support
Kenya’s key health programmes, in-
cluding HIV, TB, and malaria inter-
ventions, health data management,
outbreak response, and the supply
of health commodities. Burns noted
that once the matter is resolved, sup-
port will continue as agreed.

Implementation was halted af-
ter lobby groups and Busia Sena-
tor Okiva Omutata petitioned the
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US Secretary of State Marco Rubio and Prime Cabinet Secretary Musalia Mudavadi participate in a Health Framework of
Cooperation signing ceremony at the State Department in Washington, DC on December 4, 2025. [AFP]

court, raising concerns about data-
sharing and the approval process.
“The courts want to ensure the deal
was properly approved. Meanwhile,
delays affect planning for HIV and
other health services,” said Kristine
Yakhama of TB Women Kenya.

She emphasised that it is Kenya's
responsibility to manage the matter
to ensure smooth health service de-
livery.

Kenya’s High Court interim orders
remain in effect, and the full consti-
tutional challenge is ongoing. While
core health services continue, delays
may slow new programme rollouts,
workforce expansion, technology
upgrades, and data system improve-
ments, all critical for disease preven-
tion and treatment.

Some US-supported health activi-
ties, including HIV, TB, and malaria
programmes under PEPFAR, USAID,
and the Global Fund, remain opera-
tional under existing arrangements.
Temporary bridge funding was es-

tablished to maintain services but is
due to end in March 2026.

People living with HIV/AIDs have
expressed concern over potential
stock-outs of essential medicines.
Nelson Otwoma, executive direc-
tor of the National Empowerment
Network of People Living with HIV/
AlDs in Kenya, urged alternative
funding solutions to prevent ser-

Funding breakdown

SH206

BILLION

AMOUNT the US would provide
under the bilateral health deal—

while Kenya would raise Sh109
billion (USS850 million) through
a co-finanding model.

vice disruptions. Kenva was the first
African country to sign the agree-
ment, followed by Rwanda. Health
economist Beatrice Kairu noted
that the court has not rejected coop-
eration with the US but reaffirmed
that large-scale health financing
and data arrangements must com-
ply with constitutional governance,
fiscal discipline, and public trust.
“Policy certainty comes from strong
processes. Weak processes create
costly failures,” she said, emphasis-
ing that careful oversight ensures
sustainable Universal Health Cover-
age (UHC).

Otwoma, however, observed that
for 20 years, US funding through
PEPFAR, USAID, and the Presiden-
tial Malaria Initiative has proceeded
without breaches. He regretted that
the stop-work order came into force
while stock-outs threatened HIV and
TB treatment and vaccines for chil-
dren.

mkahenda@standardmedia.co.ke

NAIVASHA

Mai Mahiu flood victims get plots, tenants miss out

Two years after the infamous Mai Mahiu floods
that left over 60 people dead, the government has
finally acquired land to resettle victims of the trag-
edy. However, only landowners will be resettled on
the 230 acres in the Ireri area of Longonot, while
tens of tenants, who were the hardest hit, have
been left out.

The tenants, most of whom lost all their per-
sonal belongings, have appealed to the govern-
ment to reconsider their case, arguing that they
were among the most affected by the disaster.

Of the victims, 1051landowners have been identi-
fied to benefit from the land, while 56 families who
were tenants remain excluded.

On April 29, 2024, a blocked railway culvert in
Kijabe burst, flooding several Mai Mahiu villages,
killing over 60 people and causing widespread
destruction.

Naivasha Deputy County Commissioner Josiah
Odongo confirmed that resettlement will begin
with the landowners tomorrow. Each landowner
will receive one and a half acres of the newly
acquired land off the Naivasha-Mai Mahiu road.
“The Deputy President will hand over title deeds
to affected landowners. Discussions on the fate of
tenants are ongoing,” said Odongo.

Tenant Stan Kamau described the resettlement
as astep in the right direction, but expressed hope

that tenants would also be considered; “We plead
with the government to allocate us plots too.”

Naivasha MP Jane Kihara criticised the exclu-
sion of tenants, describing it as unfair. “While we
welcome the resettlement of landowners, tenants
who suffered the most have been left out. Their
plight must not be ignored,” she said.

Mai Mahiu MCA Eliud Kamau said engagement
with the State continues regarding the excluded
victims. “We are pleased the government has
acquired land for landowners, but the gquestion
remains: what happens to the tenants who

endured untold suffering over the past two years?”
he asked. [Antony Gitonga]

KWS rangers deny
claims of fisherman
arrest, abduction

Six Kenya Wildlife Service (KWS)
rangers have denied abducting Nakuru
fisherman Brian Odhiambo on January
18, 2025.

The accused, Senior Sergeant Francis
Wachira and rangers Alexander Lorogoi,
Isaac Ochieng, Michael Wabukala, Evans
Kimaivo, and Abdulrahaman Sudi, are
alleged to have arrested Odhiambo in
Manyani, Nakuru, for illegal fishing.
Odhiambo has been missing since.

Through lawyer Leon Kalisto, the six
rangers told Senior Principal Magistrate
Kipkurui Kibelion that they did not
arrest anyone at Manyani; “The missing
person is unknown to them. They
became aware of him only when his pho-
tograph circulated on social media,”
Kalisto deposed.

He added that no photographic, video,
or other visual evidence places the rang-
ers at Manyani around 10am on January
18. Noresidents who allegedly witnessed
the abduction provided consistent
accounts, and none of the six was posi-
tively identified by 15 witnesses during
an identification parade on January 27,
2025.

Kalisto argued that witness testimo-
nies were inconsistent regarding the
location, time, manner of arrest, vehicle
registration, clothing, and number of
rangers involved. He also criticised
Odhiambo’s wife, Alvy Okello, for filing a
missing person report under OB NO.
23/19/2025 instead of reporting assault
or abduction. The report indicated
Odhiambo was last seen at Kisumu Ndo-
go, not Manyani.

Call data analysis did not place the
rangers near the missing person, and no
forensic evidence linked Odhiambo’s
phone to the rangers. Kalisto further
noted that the prosecution obtained call
data without a court order, violating pri-
vacy rights. He added there was no DNA
profiling, forensic examination, or scien-
tific evidence to corroborate that the
person seen at the rangers’ vehicle was
(Odhiambo, and no proof of confinement
was presented. “The prosecution has not
proven force, coercion, or deceit against
the missing person,” Kalisto submitted,
arguing the case had not been estab-
lished beyond reasonable doubt.

The prosecution, however, maintains
there is sufficient evidence and consist-
ent testimonies to put the six rangers on
defence. Odhiambo’s lawvers also insist
there is proof of abduction and confine-

ment. The court is set to rule on March 3.
[ Daniel Chege]

o
From left: KWS rangers, Francis Wachira,
Alexander Lorogoi, Isaac Ochieng, Michael
Wabukala, Evans Kimaiyo, and Abdulraha-

man Suli. [Kipsang Joseph, Standard ]
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Acute condom shortage linked to
donor cuts, raising sex risk fears

» Kenya faces rising HIV and
STI risks as condom shortages
hit VCT centres.

» Sex workers and vulnerable
populations struggle to access
protection, raising fears of un-
protected sex, new infections.

MERCY KAHENDA, NAIROEI

here are growing fears of
a rise in HIV and other
sexually transmitted in-
fections as the country
runs out of condoms.

Shortages of condoms risk unpro-
tected sex amid increased HIV infec-
tions in the country.

Individuals, particularly sex
workers who are at high risk of be-
ing infected with the virus, are now
forced to purchase the commodity;,
which is selling at exorbitant prices.

Beatrice Sudi* buys a packet of
condoms every day, an exira cost
she never used to worry about. Pre-
viously, the sex worker would easily
walk into Voluntary Counselling and
Testing (VCT) centres and pick sever-
al packets for free. But now, supply
is limited.

Without condoms, her safety is
compromised, and the only alterna-
tive is to lower her charges to clients
if they do buy condoms, something
she is unwilling to do. “When clients
buy condoms, they deduct pay for
sex work. It hurts to lose money just
because of a condom,” says the sex
worker.

She adds, “I do sex work for a liv-
ing, but my work is compromised
without access to condoms, which
forces us at times to indulge in un-
protected sex.”

Sudi's frustrations are shared na-
tionwide, as sex workers warn that
the disruption in condom and PrEP
supply is increasing risks of new HIV
infections.

Sharon Lorna, a peer educator in
Mombasa, noted that VCT dispensers

remain empty, leaving sex workers
exposed.“For safety of sex workers,
we normally pick condoms and dis-
tribute to hot spot areas, but we do
not have the commodities, risking
infections,” she says.

VCT centres, which were once
consistently stocked with free con-
doms, are now struggling to meet
the demand, leaving sex workers
grappling with the extra burden of
purchasing the essential commodity.

A spot check by The Standard in
respective VCT centres that used to
be pick-up points shows them empty.

Commercial condoms now sell for
between Sh50 and Sh1,000 depend-
ing on the brand.

Kenya previously received 180
million condoms annually from the
Global Fund and the United Nations
Population Fund (UNFPA), worth
Sh25.4 billion, but the supply has
stopped. Health officials maintain
limited distribution to high-risk
groups only. Experts emphasise the
need to re-educate the general popu-
lation on safe sex practices, particu-
larly college students, and encour-
age alternatives like purchasing
condoms and enrolling in medical
Iinsurance.

A commodity status report by the
Ministry of Health in November 2025
showed shortages of both male and
female condoms. Kenya consumes
31,067 female and 1,065,891 male con-
doms monthly but needs 450 million
annually. Procurement challenges
have arisen due to funding gaps and
restrictions, including the cessation
of support from the United States
Agency for International Develop-
ment (USAID) and the Kenya Red
Cross Society.

Correct and consistent condom
use provides up to 95 per cent pro-
tection against HIV, other STIs, and
unintended pregnancy, according to
the National Syndemic Disease Con-
trol Council (NSDCC).

The council, therefore, acknowl-
edges the importance of ensuring
every sexually active personin Kenvya

Shortage of Condoms Raises Fears of Increasing HIV Infections. [Courtesy]

AT A GLANCE

W 424 million: Condom aemenitin
Kenya annually

M 180 million: Condoms the Kenyan
government receives annually from
the Glebal Fund and UNFPA, support
that has since stopped

M 5h1.12 Billion: Money which
should be pumped into purchasing
condoms in Kenya

W 17,854: Condom distribution
points in 47 counties in Kenya

W 15,008 (84%): Condom pointsin
bars with lodging or without lodging
W 1947: Condom dispensersin
Kenya

M 53: Huduma centres across the
country, identified as condom
distribution points

M 84%: Dominant public sector
free-to-use condoms distributed in
Kenya

W 2%: Potential commercial
condoms distributed in Kenya

has access to a sustained supply of
quality condoms, correct knowledge,
skills, and motivation to use them
correctly and consistently.

Data from NSDCC shows 19,991
new HIV infections in 2024, a 19 per
cent increase from 16,752 in 2023.
Children aged 0 to 14 accounted for
4,349 infections, while 32 per cent of
all new infections occurred among
adolescents and young people aged
10 to 24. Ten counties, including
Nairobi, Kisumu, Mombasa, and Ki-
ambu, accounted for 60 per cent of
new infections.

Prof Koigi Kamau of the Universi-
tyof Nairobi's Department of Obstet-
rics and Gynaecology warned that
condom shortage risks infections
with other STIs such as chlamydia,
syphilis, and gonorrhoea. “Chlamyd-
1a can cause permanent reproductive
damage, including infertility. Con-
dom use is essential for protection
against multiple infections,” he said.

mkahenda@standardmedia.co.ke

Briefing

KERICHO. CHILDREN'S
HOMES SEEK SUPPORT

M Orphanage operators in Kericho
have appealed for public support
through donations of food, clothing
and infrastructure. Speaking during
a Fun Day organised by Supertricks
Events Management, Uphresia
Bundi of Chamgaa Childrens Home
sald many Institutions struggle to
meet basic needs, Rev, loyce Tonui
of the African Gospel Church urged
soclety to care for vulnerable
children. Over 160 orphans from
eight homes enjoyed games, meals
and gifts, while organisers pledged
continued support, [Nikko Tanui]

MURANG’A. KANG'ATA
HALTS JOBS TO MEET CAP

M Muranga County Government
has temporarily frozen recruitment
to comply with a High Court ruling
capping recurrent expenditure at 35
per cent of revenue, Governor
Irungu Kangata said the move
aligns staffing with service delivery
while safeguarding existing
jobs.Justice Lawrence Mugambi
ruled on lanuary 30, that salary
increases breached constitutional
wage limits. The county will enhance
revenue automation and oversight.
Six health facilities across four
sub-counties have been prioritised
for staffing to ensure value for

money.[Boniface Gikandi]

KILIFL FREE CANCER
SURGERIES OFFER HOPE

M Kenyans with cancer have been
urged to seek early medical
attention to improve survival
chances. 5peaking at a free
gynaecological surgical camp at Star
Specialist Hospital in Malindi, Dr
Murein Mohidin said most cancers
are curable if detected early. During
the two-day Cynaecology Mashinani
initiative, 24 women underwent
complex procedures funded by the
Social Health Authority. Doctors
plan similar quarterly camps.
Beneficiaries expressed gratitude
after receiving life-changing
surgeries they previously could not

afford. [Nehemiah Okwembah]

Court suspends county secretary appointment pending hearing

The Employment and Labour Relations Court
in Kericho has suspended the approval and
appointment of a County Secretary for Kericho
County after a petition challenged the legality of
the recruitment panel.

The court directed Governor Erick Mutai to
halt the approval and appointment of any can-
didate whose name had been forwarded by the
panel, pending the hearing and determination
of the case.

The petition was filed by Ng'etich Kiplangat
Gideon, a resident of Kericho County, who is con-
testing the composition of the panel tasked with
recruiting the County Secretary.

The respondents are Governor Mutai, Kericho
County Assembly Speaker Patrick Mutai, and the
County Attorney. Five individuals, Rose
Chepngeno Kaptich, David Siele, Caleb Cheruiyot
Koech, Daisy Cherotich, and Alfred Cheruniyot
Rop, appointed to the recruitment panel have
been listed as interested parties. “Pending the
hearing and determination of the application,
the first respondent is restrained from appoint-
ing any person whose name has been submitted
by the interested parties to the first respondent
for appointment as County Secretary, Kericho,”
ruled Justice James Rika

According to court documents, the petitioner

argues the recruitment panel was unlawfully
constituted. “One of the panel members does not
qualify as arepresentative of the private sector,
having previously served as chair of the Nation-
al Labour Board,” the petition states. Another
member is accused of not being a paid-up mem-
ber of the Institute of Certified Public Account-
ants of Kenya (ICPAK) and of having unresolved
disciplinary issues. A third member is alleged to
have been appointed without proper clearance
from the Law Society of Kenya (LSK).

The petitioner further contends that the pan-
el lacks inclusivity, alleging that all members
come from a single ethnic community despite

Kericho being cosmopolitan, and that persons
living with disabilities were not considered.

Records indicate the County Assembly vetted
the panel on December 2, 2025. The panel later
invited applications, interviewed candidates and
was at the final stage of submitting names to the
Governor when the petition was filed. By the
time the petition was filed, the panel was at the
final stage of submitting names of successful
candidates to the Governor for approval and
appointment. Justice Rika questioned why the
petitioner waited until the process was nearly
complete to challenge it. The case will be men-
tioned on 13 March. [Nikko Tanui]
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EDITORIAL

Rid Kenya and Africa of
counterfeit cancer drugs

Riﬁelaﬂn ns that fake or highly ineffective cancer

drugs are being administered to patients in four
frican countries, including Kenya, are alarm-

ing. According to a study conducted by aresearcher
from the University of Notre Dame in the US pub-
lished in the Lancet Global Health, in Ethiopia, Kenya,
Malawi and Cameroon, about 17 per cent cancer drugs
don’t contain the vital ingredients that are needed to
contain or reduce their disease. That may be the case
in most sub-Saharan Africa countries.

This is dangerous because cancer is one of the lead-
ing causes of death in Africa. In Kenya, between 44,000
and 48,000 people are diagnosed with cancer each
year, and close to 30,000 die annually. These are not
just statistics, they represent parents, siblings, friends
and children whose families fill hospital corridors at
Kenyatta National Hospital, Moi Teaching and Referral
Hospital, and other facilities praying that treatment
will give them relief.

It is terrifying for someone battling cancer to learn
that he or she has been taking useless medication.
Chemotherapy and other cancer medicines are often
the only hope of slowing or stopping the disease.
When a patient is given a diluted, expired, or fake
drug, the cancer spreads further.

Families that have sold land, organised fundraisers,
and emptied savings accounts are often left watching
in frustration as the conditions of their loved ones
deteriorate despite receiving treatment.

The success of cancer care depends on the right
drugs, in the right doses, and at the right time. Fake
medicines do nothing except give false hope while the
disease advances. In some cases, it may even cause
harmful side effects without offering any benefit. For
patients already diagnosed at advanced stages, coun-
terfeit drugs wipe out whatever slim chance of surviv-
al they had.

This is a major crisis that Kenya and Africa must
deal with expeditiously. There is a need for thorough
inspection of drugs at entry points, tougher penalties
for manufacturers and importers, and the stringent
monitoring of supply chains. Protecting patients from
fake drugs is a moral duty of the government.

Uproot fertiliser cartels

olice officers arrested seven suspectsin Uasin
Pﬂishu County over a fake fertiliser syndicate last

week. Fake fertiliser exposes farmers to huge
losses, and contributes to national food insecurity. A
failed planting season can push small-scale farmers
into serious debt and increase poverty levels. Besides
farmers’ losses, fake fertiliser reduces vields and
increases soil acidity.

Kenya is still recovering from poor harvests, and
another blow to production would worsen the cost of
living. Past scandals, including of fake seeds, show
this is not an isolated problem, but a recurring cartel-
driven crime. While the government’s fertiliser subsi-
dy programme is welcome, it must be matched with

strict surveillance and swift prosecution of offenders. .
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Why women are not to blame
for male loneliness epidemic

NJAHIRA GITAHI

a growing “male loneliness e pidemic,”

often framing men as uniquely aban-
doned and romantically invisible. Modern
society, we are told, has stripped men of inti-
macy and belonging. One is compelled to
agree with this notion, especially when
reported suicide rates point to higher num-
bers of men dying than women. As well, soci-
ety is more and more taking note of mental
health concerns, and especially amongst the
male population. However, it is odd that the
emotional plight of men is boiled down to
loneliness whose subtext, when uncovered,
seems to put the blame on women for not
partnering with these men and taking them
out of their misery.

But are women really at fault for the aban-
donment of men? An examination of social
spaces seems to point to a different reality. A
few months ago, social media was abuzz
with observations that popular outdoor
events were overwhelmingly frequented by
women, with very few men showing up. The
reasons given by men for this phenomenon
were myriad, but many insisted that men
were simply finally becoming more mature,
opting out of frivolous pursuits, and focus-
ing on themselves and their goals. On the

I n recent yvears, headlines have warned of

face of it, this explanation sounds stoic and
reasonable, but what we know of predomi-
nant male ideology in this day and age
encourages solitary behaviour under the
guise of liberation.

A significant portion of what is being
described as a loneliness epidemic may
therefore in fact be the predictable outcome
of a cultural shift in which many men, influ-
enced by ‘red pill’ ideology, the ‘manosphere’,
and adjacent online movements, have con-
sciously opted out of mutual social partici-
pation, particularly in their relationships
with women. Over the past decade, large
online ecosystems have promoted the idea
that men are oppressed by feminism,
exploited by women, and better off with-
drawing emotionally or romantically from
them. In these spaces, women are frequently
portraved not as partners or equals, but as
adversaries who are hypergamous and
manipulative. The logical conclusion of this
worldview is disengagement.

As a consequence, the past weekend has
portrayed an equally bleak picture. Whilst
Valentine's Day - like so many other holidays
we celebrate - is not a part of the African cul-
ture, it has been common in the past to wit-
ness men and women across the city of Nai-
robi walking past in red outfits, holding
hands, and with the woman perhaps carry-
ing a delicate red rose gifted to her by her
man. Those with the financial wherewithal
have been known to go out for fine dining
experiences, and overall the hospitality, hor-
ticulture and confectionary industries fare
pretty well even in Kenya. With this trend,
one would expect that Valentine’s Day falling
on a weekend would have encouraged much
fanfare and merrymaking amongst lovers.

The reality has been a little different.
Whilst some canoodling was seen here and
there over the weekend, events dedicated to
lovers were largely dominated by women,
with men opting out and appearing in the
minority. Whilst economic pressures and
changing relationship norms play a role, cul-
tural messaging within certain male-domi-
nated online spaces cannot beignored. In
many of these forums, Valentine’s Day, and
indeed any interaction with women that
taps into the emotional, is framed as a
humiliating exercise in male servitude.

It would consequently appear that, after
listening to what is considered sage advice
from their erstwhile peers, the men have
totally disengaged from any spaces that
would include women - and the covert mes-
saging of romantic love - in them. One would
shudder to think that, with the spate of ever-
increasing femicide cases in Kenya, men
have started to truly hate the women that
they should love and celebrate.

When men internalise the belief that
women are enemies or liabilities, they do not
merely change their dating strategies. They
withdraw from social rituals that rely on
mutual affection and vulnerability. Social
isolation, as we are continuing to witness,
increases. This ultimately leads to a deepen-
ing resentment, as men fight against their
natural instinct to connect on a human and
romantic level; to tap into the emotions that
they have been taught to completely shut off.

It is also worth noting that loneliness is
not uniquely male. Women report loneliness
at significant rates as well, but they are less
likely to frame it as a political grievance
against men as a class.

Ms Njahira is an international lawyer
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PALAVER

Kevin Maina’s opinion article in The
Standardlast Friday was interesting,
according to Shisanya Majanja
[shisanyamajanja@gmail.com].
“When he says that were

President William Ruto to dissolve
Parliament this year, he will sit in
office until August 2031 when the
new Parliament’s term expires, I sit
up. Did the framers of the
Constitution not foresee this
scenario? Why would the President
court the Opposition, spend obscene
amounts campaigning for a second
term, if he can just

dissolve
Parliament and
continue as
President? Of
course, there
must be a
catch.”

Churchesin

Kenya, says Jeff

Mwendwa [mwendwajeff33@gmail.
com], are turning into campaign
launchpads for politicians. “Before
then, such visits drew little hype.
President William Ruto transformed
this by attending services every Sunday
during his State House bid, courting
clergy across 1,450 wards. Even
opposition figures followed suit, as
seenn when Raila Odinga’s allies packed
services in Nyanza ahead of by-
elections, doling out donations amid
sermons. Leaders’ post-election
vanishing act from pews screams
opportunism. Churches must reclaim
their sanctity as moral beacons, not
political tools.”

Allegations against a Russian man
abusing Kenyan women demand
urgent government intervention,
says Brian Keraa Nyachae
[nyachaebrian3664@gmail.com].
“The authorities must investigate,
protect victims and ensure justice
prevails. Silence or inaction erodes
public trust. Kenya must
demonstrate zero tolerance for
exploitation, regardless of ones
nationality and
reaffirmits
commitment to
safeguarding
women’s
dignity and
safety.”

Kabaria Ole
Muturi
[jameskm570@
gmail.com] would like to commend the
presidential security for rising to the
occasion during his recent tour of the
north. “I saw purpose, agility and
finesse of men-at-work. However, I'm
calling for more. There’s always an
impenetrable cordon around the
President’s vehicle when addressing
crowds. [ thought we could dowith a
similar arrangement even inside
auditoriums and other closed venues.
We can secure the President from
drunkards, idlers and layabouts
without necessarily going overboard.”

Write to us:
Oped@standardmedia.co.ke

Should Sakaja cede key county government roles?

ALBERTBARASA,
CITY RESIDENT

Capital city
needs special
attention

liament as well as international
diplomatic missions. It goes
without saying that the nation-
al government has more
finances and accessto interna-
tional funding and institution-

NO

JOSEPHINE IRUNGU,
CITY RESIDENT

al capacity to get things done.

hat will be a brilliant
| idea because Nairobi is
not a county like any oth-
er, but the country’s capital

late to larger budgets and mini-
mal bureaucratic protocols,
will serve to speed-up delivery

That will
undermine
devolution

ThES’E aﬁrihﬂtes, Whiﬂh trans- i is not right fﬂr gﬂﬁﬂrnﬂr
I]ﬁhnsnn Sakaja to surren-
der some of the key func-
tions of his government to the

ties and probably pave the
way for abuse in the future.
Since the promulgation of the
2010 Constitution, there have
been complaints by champi-
ons of devolution that the
national government has
been attempting to under-
mine devolution through vari-
ous actions. Ceding some
functions to the central gov-

and the gateway to the East of critical services in the city. In national government because  ernment is likely to aggravate
and Central Africaregion. Thus addition, Nairobi has to deal it will be one way of weaken-  the assumption thatit is okay
there is need for a broad-based with intense pressure arising ing or even unde rmining to Sﬂ"iﬂ' the counties of some
approach to the management from a high population that devolution. Handing over any  roles. Instead, the national

of affairs of the city. Nairobi translates to environmental devolved function to the government should give addi-
requires special attentionand ~ challenges which require huge national government negates  tional resources to Sakaja’s
investment, particularly in budgets to deal with. The for- the idea of bringing services government so that it can

infrastructure and security
sectors, considering that it is
home to key state installations
including the State House, Par-

mer Nairobi Metropolitan Ser-
vices, for instance, is a good
reference point.

closer to the people as envis-
aged in the Constitution. Sec-
ondly, it will set a bad prece-
dent for the rest of the coun-

deliver. Signing off some func-
tions might make it difficult
for the city residents to gauge
the county’s performance.

Text and photos: Erastus Mulwa

CIVICEDGE

Oburu’s dalliance with UDA is quickly driving ODM to its death bed

fter the fiasco that was ODM’s National
Executive Committee meeting in Momba-
a last week, it is safe to opine that Oburu

Odinga has become a demolition expert intent on
destroying ODM. Dr Oburu joins the league of
party leaders Nick Clegg (UK Liberal Democrats)
and Jeremy Corbyn of the UK Labour party.
When Clegg pushed for a coalition with the Con-
servative party in 2010, many Liberal Democrats
felt betrayed and the party lost popularity so fast,
by 2015 its parliamentary representation had
dropped from 57 seats to eight.

Beset by internal divisions and concerns over
Brexit and antisemitism controversies, the
Labour Party was handed its worst defeat in
more than eight decades under Jeremy Corbyn in
2019.

Closer home, Robert Mugabe’s latter years as
ZANU-PF party leader were marked by internal
faction wars that nearly collapsed the party, and
his removal became inevitable. That is where
ODM is today.

While Oburu is committed to forming a coali-
tion with the United Democratic Alliance, Secre-
tary General Edwin Sifuna and other insiders are
opposed to it on principle. Unfortunately, Oburu
and his co-conspirators who are currently dining
at the UDA table, and others who political scien-
tists call ‘useful idiots’ see Sifuna as an impedi-
ment. To overcome this hurdle, the ‘useful idiots’
hatched a plan that, unfortunately, boomer-
anged.

With the poorly hatched scheme, Oburu inad-
vertently set in motion what could eventually
hasten the destruction of ODM. History shows
that political parties collapse when their leaders
fail to nurture internal democracy, ignore party
structures or when they enter into unpopular

Alexander Chagema,
Sub-Editor, Standard Group

alliances. Worse, Oburu seems to have misread
the public mood, or simply doesn’t care.

Sifuna's tribulations fall into a tenon and mor-
tise pattern. Globally, party SGs have fallen out of
favour for being sober and principled enough to
contradict the party leader directly or push for
reforms that challenge entrenched networks.

Nikolai Bukharin, General Secretary of the
Soviet Communist Party, ran into trouble when he
opposed Chancellor Joseph Stalin's forced collec-
tivisation policies. He was removed from leader-
ship, expelled and executed in 1938.

Central to ODM’s feuding and near implosion is
President William Ruto who has, on at least two
occasions, publicly threatened to orchestrate
Sifuna’s ouster for needling him and refusing to
play ball. But if ODM is having a nasty headache,
Dr Ruto must be having a gigantic migraine trig-

gered by the forced realisation that he hasall
along been too clever by half.

The Deputy President (DP) slot could present
his Waterloo moment in 2027 His support from
Mount Kenya East, which backs his re-election
because DP Kithure Kindiki is their son, hinges
on the retention of Prof Kindiki. On the other
hand, support from ODM is conditional.

The faction backing Ruto’s re-election insists
that the DP and several CS slots must be reserved
for ODM. This suggestion resulted in last week's
ruckus when CS Geoffrey Ruku averred that
Kindiki loyalists will not standby and watch
ODM have its way.

To circumvent this conundrum, Governor
Muthomi Njuki came up with a ridiculous sug-
gestion that insults the intelligence of ODM
members. Mr Muthomi says the only chance
ODM has of getting a shot at the DP slot is by
accepting to have Kindiki ‘donated’ to it, pur-
posefully to continue serving as a DP proposed
by ODM. Can reasoning get more warped and
pedestrian than this?

Ruto should pull the rug from under the likes
of Ruku and deny them a platform to drive their
tribal agenda. Secondly, Ruto should dispense
with the matter of running mate now to give
himself time to manage any fallout. If he waits
until close to the 2027 election, he could lose eve-
rything he ever thought he had built. That, how-
ever, would be his nemesis. He walked into this
with his eyes wide open. He cannot have his cake
and eat it too.

Ruto is well intentioned, no doubt, but history
shows us that even transformational leaders lose
their appeal when voters feel economic hard-
ships, endure poor service delivery and rampant
corruption.
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HIGH COURT

DAVID OCHAMI,
ADVOCATE OF THE

ODM Secretary-General’s hasty
removal a travesty of justice

events leading to the removal of Orange

Democratic Movement’s (ODM) Secre-
tary-General Edwin Sifuna can be described
as comedy and a travesty.

Legally, the events amount to a miscar-
riage of procedural and substantive justice.
In biblical terms, what has been meted out
on Sifuna and other so-called rebels would
be executed by a biased Sanhedrin.

When Kenyans who fund political parties
thought they had turned the corner in the
pursuit of justice and in furtherance of the
rule of law, the troubled history or summary
injustice and hostility to dissenting opinion,
reared its ugly head on February 11, 2026,
clothed as a farce.

In a matter of hours, the equivalent of the
Sanhedrin in ODM, comparable to the Kanu
Disciplinary Committee of yore decided that
the Secretary-General is a dangerous deviant
and outcast that should be cast away, with-
out listening to his side of the story. The
“jury”, in this case, acted incestuously, with
none among them raising any dissent or cir-
cumspection. They even forgot’ that ODM’s
constitution recommends alternative dis-
pute resolution as the first line of dispute
resolution in the party.

The Oburu Odinga faction of ODM that
convened its factional National Executive
Council meeting in Mombasa last Wednes-
day appears so self-assured to the point that
the party’s constitution, due process and fair
administration of justice principles
enshrined in Articles 47 and 50 of the Consti-
tution of Kenya do not bother them.

Like all overzealous converts to a new reli-
gion, this faction has been acting like a zeal-
ot willing to self-immolate or explodeand
tear down the party for the thrill and in
order to fulfil the diktat of their new patrons
and high priests.

The Oburu/Wanga led faction appears hell
bent on forcing its will on the party at any
cost. According to the ODM constitution, the
chairman of the party is required to givea
written three days’ notice to each member,
personally to each National Executive Com-
mittee (NEC) member, convening such a
meeting.

The notice must indicate the agenda and
venue of the planned meeting. In this case
these rules were flouted with no rational
explanation for the egregious breach.
According to reports in the public domain,
the Mombasa meeting was convened by a
nocturnal WhatsApp missive on February 9,
2026 through the unilateral action of the
chairperson and her faction members with
no indication of what the agenda would be.

Onthe preceding Saturday (February 7,
2026) the Dr Oburu wing of ODM struck out
three members; Kipkorir Menjo, Taita Taveta
Senator Jones Mwaruma and Saboti MP
Caleb Amisi from the NEC without explana-
tion.

By any measure, the removal of the NEC
members and the subsequent recommenda-
tion to sack Mr Sifuna as the ODM’s Secre-
tary-General amounts to unilateral action
and an affront to due process as enshrined in

In the realm of poetry, the cascade of
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Articles 47 and 50 of the Constitution and
the Fair Administrative Action Act that
require that one cannot be condemned
unheard and that the process of any admin-
istrative action must be fair and procedural-
ly sound. It matters not what charges one is
accused of as long as the disciplinary pro-
cessis tainted with procedural unfairness,
bias and illegality.

ODM is a public and parliamentary party
funded by taxpayers. Its actions and deci-
sions are therefore not a private matter that
some officials can tinker with willy-nilly.
When a party feels one of its leaders or
members is errant or has violated its rules
and constitution, it must follow due process

6&

By any measure, the removal
of the NEC members and the
subsequent recommendation
to sack Mr Sifuna as the ODMs
Secretary-General amounts to
unilateral action and an affront
to due process as enshrined

in Articles 4/ and 50 of the
Constitution and the Fair
Administrative Action Act.
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as enshrined in law to discipline them.

To discipline a party official or member
you, first, frame the charge and invite the
“rebels” and supply them with the incrimi-
nating evidence and facts.

You then allow them adequate time to
respond to the charges and challenge the
charges and evidence and thereafter make a
decision after listening and evaluating
responses from all sides.

This requirement for fairness and due pro
cess is neither a luxury nor an option that
the triumphalist faction in ODM and its
bloggers can dispense with.

The said February 7, 2026 eviction of the
three NEC members from the party roll
without due process was clearly designed to
ensure that only yes-men and yes women
attended last Wednesday's factional parley.
It was also mischievous to purport to con-
vene a NEC meeting on a parliamentary day
and in the middle of the week when officials
and most NEC members would be busy and
unable to attend.

A party that prides itself as the champion
of justice and rule of law, ODM should be the
last political party to flout the Constitution
of Kenya and its own constitution and in the
process subject members, officials and the
taxpayer to a travesty of justice.

A dispassionate court or tribunal will not
hesitate toinvalidate any outcome borne of a
constitutional or statutory violation, espe-
cially an unfair trial even where administra-
tive action is meted in a private organisation
or club. Increasingly, courts uphold the right
to expression and opinion even where such
expression annoys the powers that be.

I

Economy

We aren’t poor;
resource
misuse and
plunder the
bane of Kenya

DINA LILLY KONDOA Pl v o

cross the country, a silent crisis is tightening

At;s grip on ordinary citizens. More than 3.3
illion Kenyans are facing hunger, not

because the land has failed, but because leadership
has. Parents are skipping meals so their children
can eat. Families are surviving on one meal a day. In
some homes, hunger has become routine, an
expected part of life.

At the same time, students under the new educa-
tion system are yet to fully report to school. There
are no books, we have inadequate classrooms, over-
whelmed teachers, and confused parents struggling
to keep up with rising costs. Education, which
should be the great equaliser, is becoming another
marker of inequality.

And yet, money exists. Every financial year, bil-
lions of shillings are disbursed to county govern-
ments. These funds are meant to bring services
closer to the people, food security, education sup-
port, healthcare, water, agriculture, and social pro-
tection. Instead, what many Kenyans see are inflat-
ed tenders, stalled projects, questionable procure-
ment deals, endless foreign trips, and governors liv-
ing in obscene luxury.

This is not just mismanagement. It is moral fail-
ure,

While children sit on classroom floors without
textbooks, leaders debate allowances. While fami-
lies line up for relief food, county officials drive past
in convoys. While youth stare into an uncertain
future, public funds disappear into private pockets.

Devolution was sold to Kenyans as a solution, a
way to correct historical marginalisation and
empower communities. Instead, in many counties,
it simply decentralised corruption. Governors have
become mini-presidents, surrounded by loyalists,
protected by compromised assemblies, and insulat-
ed from accountability.

Human cost

County assemblies, whose constitutional role is
oversight, have too often become rubber stamps.
Oversight bodies release reports that gather dust.
Investigations drag on until public anger fades.
Arrests, when they happen, rarely lead to convic-
tions. The message to citizens is clear; suffering has
no urgency, but power protects itself swiftly.

Meanwhile, the human cost keeps rising. Hunger
is not abstract. It is a child who cannot concentrate
in class. It is a mother diluting porridge soit can
last longer. It is a farmer unable to afford inputs
while officials steal agricultural funds. Itis ateach-
er forced to improvise lessons without materials. It
is a young person losing hope, one unfulfilled prom-
iseat atime.

Poverty is spreading not because Kenyans are
lazy, but because systems are predatory. Public
resources are treated as political rewards rather
than public trust. Leadership has been reduced to
speeches, press conferences, and social media per-
formances, while lives unravel quietly in villages,
estates, and informal settlements

What makes this tragedy worse is how normal-
ised it has become. Hunger is now a statistic. Pover-
ty is background noise. Qutrage comes and goes
with the news cycle. But hunger does not pause. A
child cannot wait for the next budget cycle or the
next election.

True leadership is measured by outcomes, not
ribbon-cutting ceremonies, not motorcades, not
political alliances, but by whether citizens can eat,
learn, access healthcare, and live with dignity.

Governors must be held accountable for every
shilling entrusted to them. County assemblies must
remember who they represent. Oversight institu-
tions must act independently and decisively.

Ms Kondoa is a communications specialist
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HOTON X

Donald Trump
has no cards left

@TomHoefling: Trump has no cards

left, internationally or domestically. He
already burned the deck. He’s in the wan-
ing months of his power. All he can do s
foment more chaos, so that's what he fully
intends to do. Brace yourselves.

@driscollll42: Lol. |
don't know what you're
looking at. Everything

is running great for this
country. Every single
time numbers come out
they re exactly what President Trump said
they were going to be.

@TomHoefling: You need to face up to
the fact that no one in the world who isn't
in the MAGA cult believes a single word
this man says. He has no reservoir of good-
will left, because hes evil, and untrustwor-
thy, and stupid, and dangerous.

@SamuelD215088: The only chaos | have
seen so far has been from the left.

@TomHoefling: That's got a name. It’s
called willful blindness.

\ Follow us on X
@StandardKenya

FROM THE WEB

Questions over
President's safety

Standard Digital: How safe is the President?

Kenyans ask.

Juliet Wanyonyi: How safe are we as Ken-
yans?

Beja Adamz: Which Kenyans, am not among

them please.

Albert Obonyo: He should avoid a lot of PR
and allow his security to perform
their duties.

Whyclif Okello: | really feel
for those security officers.
Everyday Nyota, Nyota,
Nyota, they need at least a
day off.

Tobias Mandila: A good president does not
need to be scared of his people.

Njeri Gaturuku: Kenyans?! Naaaah the politi-

cians are asking. We normal Kenyans don't
care what happens to him.

Kangutui Johnbosco Mumo: The question
should be how safe are Kenyans.

Bakora KE: Safety depends on the intensity
of attack. With an unarmed Kenyan popula-
tion against his heavily armed escort, he is
very safe.

POLITICS

Ukambani has lagged behind for too long; theres
need to change its political, economic fortunes

For a region with such a formidable history of
enterprise, resilience and national contribution,
Ukambani's persistent underdevelopment remains
one of Kenya’s most troubling political paradox-
es. The explanation does not lie in climate, land
or the character of its people. It lies in leadership
choices and a political culture that, for decades,
has traded ambition for accommodation.

Long before colonial rule, the Kamba were
among Eastern Africa’s most accomplished
long-distance traders. They controlled routes
across the perilous Tsavo wilderness, linking the
hinterland to the coast. Under Chief Kivoi, Kamba
caravans escorted goods and people to Mariakani,
negotiating confidently with Arab traders. Kivoi
later guided Johann Ludwig Krapf from the coast
through Kilungu, Kabaa and Kitui, opening the
interior long before formal colonial administration
took hold. This was a people who did not wait to be
written into history; they shaped it.

At independence, Ukambani stood at the heart
of the new republic. Through Paul Ngei, one of the
Kapenguria Six, the community occupied a seat
at the highest political table. Kambas held senior
military positions, from General Joseph Ndolo to
General Mulinge, while Kisoi Munyao hoisted Ken-
ya’s flag atop Mount Kenya in 1963. Yet that early
advantage was not converted into sustained re-
gional transformation. Historical stature was not
matched with long-term institution building. In
the 1980s, Mulu Mutisya emerged as a gifted grass-
roots mobiliser and played a key role in rallying the
Kamba electorate, including supporting Kalonzo
Musyoka’'s rise. But mobilisation often replaced
strategy, and loyalty substituted for structured
development planning.

Today, the consequences are visible. Poverty
levels across Machakos, Makueni and Kitui remain
stubbornly high. Food insecurity persists de-
spite significant agricultural potential. Irrigation

2027 ELECTIONS

Costly political campaigns
mask unmet promises

performance. Many lead-

remains limited even as seasonal rivers flow un-
tapped. Post-harvest losses for mangoes and citrus
frequently exceed a third of production due to
poor storage, weak processing capacity and fragile
market linkages.

Infrastructure mirrors this gap. Despite prox-
imity to Nairobi and the Coast, parts of Ukambani
still struggle with inadequate road networks, rais-
ing transport costs and limiting competitiveness.
These are not natural failures; they are political
outcomes. Development follows power, and power
follows strategy.

Politically, the region has often negotiated for
inclusion after elections rather than shaping out-
comes beforehand. Loyalty without leverage yields
little. That must change. With millions of voters,
Ukambani possesses significant bargaining power
if organised early and cohesively. Ashared regional
agenda anchored on irrigation, roads, agro-pro-
cessing and market access could reposition the re-
gion from dependable spectator to decisive actor.
Innocent Musumbi, Nairobi

. CBE

Schools are approaching

EDUCATION

Students are
poorly taught at
secondary level

Today, university students are
struggling academically. According
to Prof Maurice Okoth of University
of Eldoret, even students admitted
with grade A are unable to write
coherent academic essays, solve
basic algebraic problems, or reason
scientifically. This stems from sec-
ondary schools where mean grades
matter more than learning. In many
schools, students are supported to
use shortcuts to emerge the best for
recognition. However, many may
struggle with calculus, mathematics,
anatomy, and other technical courses
that match their grades.

An A grade, instead of preparing
the nation for development, has
become a symbol that quickly loses
meaning after the first semester. The
crisis began in classrooms where
shortcuts were tolerated, in offices
where grades were fixed, and in
a society where results are rarely
questioned. ‘Freshers’ disappear
after their first exams, claiming to
have found their passion. Continuing
students appeal, retake units, or face
discontinuation while supplemen-
tary exams become routine. This
problem can be fixed at primary and
secondary levels. We must shift from
a culture of passing exams to one of
meaningful learning. Universities
must uphold standards and fail those
who do not meet them. Moses Oduor,
Rongo University

Plan for Grade 11 transition
~ahead to avoid disruptions

adequately retooled, despite

Campaigns for the 2027
elections have already be-
gun. Both new aspirants
and incumbents are criss-

ers seeking a second term,
appear uncertain about
their record in office. If

crossing counties, wooing  elected officials worked
voters and presenting diligently and fulfilled
long lists of promises and  their pledges, re-election
policy commitments. The campaigns would not
political season is gath- require such aggressive
ering momentum — and, spending.

as usual, it is proving to Satisfied citizens

be extremely expensive. would become their
Politicians move in large strongest ambassadors.
convoys, hire helicopters Redirecting funds from
and spend heavily on extravagant campaigns
fuel, logistics and mo- to development projects
bilisation. The financial would deliver tangible
burden is staggering. Yet benefits. Expensive cam-
one must ask: Why do paigns are often a symp-
campaigns in our country tom of unmet promises.
have to be this costly? Franklin Mukembu,
Part of the answer lies in Tharaka Nithi

mid-term, yvet in many Grade
10 classrooms, meaningful
learning has barely begun.
The transition earlier this
year was chaotic, largely
due to avoidable misman-
agement. Moving students
from junior to senior school
should never have been
rushed. Many of the chal-
lenges cannot be dismissed
as mere teething problems.
While C1 and C2 schools
attracted overwhelming en-
rolment, several day schools
were left nearly empty—an
unprecedented situation in
the country’s history.
Textbooks have yet to
reach many school libraries.
Most teachers have not been

official assurances. Even
where retooling occurred, it
was too shallow to properly
support implementation.
Funding was erratic, and
confusion over subject se-
lection left students anxious
and uncertain. These Grade
10 learners have endured
repeated system changes
since Grade 3. We can spare
them further disruption by
planning future transitions
more carefully. Preparation
for Grade 11 should begin
now, including timely de-
velopment of course books
and comprehensive teacher
training. Kenneth Kuboka,
Kakamega
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The devil 1s in the detail in this

year’s Budget Policy Statement

MAMNAGEMENT CONSULTANT

€6

: The general

i trend seems to

be that revenue
underperformance
i and poor
expenditure control
means actual
deficits far exceed
 the plan. It isn't just
: our debt trap, we
refuse to live within
our means. Think

i about that the next
: time you experience

a presidential jolly in
: your digs.
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Treasury Cabinet Secretary John Mbadi during the 2025 Budget reading on June 12, 2025 at Parliament. [Elvis Ogina,Standard)]

en the Budget Policy State-
ment (BPS) finally arrives in
Parliament marked “Secret”, it

is natural to wonder what’s being hidden
from Kenyans.

Because, a week earlier, we were
regaled with good news stories about tax
cuts for formal sector earners at the low-
er end of the income scale.

As is often said, the devil is always in
the detail. So, Page 50 of the updated,
“secret” BPS - in comparison to its origi-
nal draft - offers us a mini-diatribe
about “fostering fairness and equity in
personal income tax”. Let’s prepare for
lots of privacy invasions through M-Pesa
and bank account snooping, and all
manner of “push” income tax assess-
ments from KRA and a subsequent log-
jam of tax disputes. The long-stated
rationale is the self-employed don't pay
enough (or any) tax. And remember, this
year’s rules also require a painful
accounting of our tax-deductible spend-
ing.

Whether this pain is administered
through a Tax Laws Amendment or
Finance Bill doesn’t matter.

Of course, we are speculating here, but
if there was a way to accelerate the infor-
malization of our economy while think-
ing that this is the way to formalize it,
this is exactly it. Good luck to the future
of mobile money, and other unintended
consequences. Maybe Safaricom is over-
valued. We probably want to watch
carefully how our “wash wash” Parlia-
mentarians interrogate this.

Which is not to say that we have
reached our revenue potential. I remain
unconvinced by the efficacy (and logic)
of KRA's revenue modelling, but our
Sh18-19 trillion economy should be deliv-

Debt crisis

14.06/

TRILLION

SHILLINGS the amount of national
debt by June 2027. By 2030 the
debt will have grown to Sh16.524
trillion or more.

ering a pure tax take of Sh4.5-475 trillion
at 25 per cent flat tax extraction. Non-
tax revenue, including A-in-A for govern-
ment services, should be hitting another
Shi1.25-1.5 trillion.

That's an annual Shé trillion money
train to deliver us to heaven and back.
By wild example, we could put a trillion
each into education and healthcare,
throw another trillion at infrastructure,
and still have three trillion left for every-
thing from security and justice to social
protection and commercial affairs. And
that's today’'s Sh18-19 trillion economy,
not the Sh39 trillion Vision 2030 one.

Sheé trillion? That's ten per cent of the
debits and credits flowing through our
national payments system so you can see
the new logic. Put it this way. If we
slapped a ten per cent tax on every
RTGS, EFT or mobile money transaction
in Kenya, the take would exceed Shé tril-
lion.

We haven't even gotten to counties,
where, extrapolating from CRA's 2019
guesstimates, they should be collecting
Sh250 billion in own source revenues,
not Sh70 billion. Sh250 billion is over

half of the current equitable share,
which itself should be at least a trillion
onits own by now

Expectedly, none of this wild imagina-
tion exists in the BPS now before Parlia-
ment. The plan for 2026/27 is 3.534 tril-
lion in revenues versus Sh4.704 trillion
in spending, meaning, after accounting
for grants, we will add Shi.116 trillion to
our national debt. That's after the same
budget imbalance leaves us piling up
Shi.141 trillion in debt in the current
(2025/26) fiscal year. By June 2027 debt
will have hit Sh14.067 trillion in what we
hope is a 5h20.947 trillion economy.

And we just can’t help it. By June 2030,
our debt mountain will have grown to
Sh16.524 trillion. Or more. The general
trend seems to be that revenue under-
performance and poor expenditure con-
trol means actual deficits far exceed the
plan. Itisn't just our debt trap, we refuse
tolive within our means. Think about
that the next time you experience a pres-
idential jolly in your digs.

There is a sense of disappointment in
this BPS, and effectively, this adminis-
tration. I have said before that it doesn’t
feel like either a statement of intent or a
statement of commitment. More
descriptive than prescriptive; more sta-
tionary than visionary; more procedural
than strategic.

Which is surprising given 2026/27 is
the current administration’s final full
budget year in this term. One was hop-
ing for a signature BPS that would pref-
ace the signature Budget Statement in
June.

What would a signature BPS have
highlighted for this administration? I
have written about content before
(remembering that it is likely the output

of multiple cooks making broth),
but let's narrow this to innovation
in five areas; revenue, expendi-
ture, debt, resources and econo-
my.

Revenue innovation? See above.
To be fair, though, this adminis-
tration has made positive strides
on the revenue front in a tough
economy, you can see a desire to
make revenue (tax and non-tax)
collection more seamless and
maybe, more painless. However -
back to revenue modelling -
something doesn't add up; the
effort announced doesn't fully
align with the actual numbers.

Spending innovation? Let’s just
say that Kenvya is yet to discover
an administration that is willing
to constructively tackle our
expenditure problem, debt tread-
mill notwithstanding. And it'sa
problem in two ways. We are not
spending enough on the right
things (like education and health),
and we refuse to cut, or innovate,
spending in the “less right” things
(think, administration acrossthe
board). A serious government
would already have taken a hack-
saw to our almost 200 national
government programs, especially
those euphemistically titled “gen-
eral administration”.

Debt innovation? The real debt
innovation is not to take on more
debt, which would mean deliver-
ing a truly balanced budget, or
more optimistically, running a
budget surplus (to cut debt). But
let’s be fair; at least this adminis-
tration has mastered “liquidity
management operations (LMOs)”;
we even have a draft LMO policy
up for public participation.
What's missing as a long-term
guestion is the matter of odious
debt; or differently, the lack of
return from our borrowing.

Resource innovation? Probably
through a mix of necessity and
foresight, official thinking seems
to have stumbled upon the idea
that there is more to resource
mobilization than taxes and debt.
And resources, in the strict sense,
are more than money, which is
why I argue that we need towork
our full “balance sheet” - human,
knowledge, social, financial, eco-
nomic, physical and land. We
patiently await the day when we
will figure this out with a proper
Resourcing Plan for Kenya.

Economicinnovation? We are
still in no-man’s land here. Yet
this is what drives the other four
innovations. One day we might
finally figure, to build on that
famous saying, that, “counties will
move us fast; but national will
move us far” Settle on that idea,
and then we can talk all day about
how we pursue arestructuring of
the economy across agriculture,
industry and services.

Here's a final thought to bring
this all together as Parliament
debates this BPS plus National
infrastructure Fund and Sover-
eign Wealth Fund bills. Where’s
the overall, once in a lifetime Ses-
sional paper that (a) builds on
Vision 2030 (Sessional Paper
Number1 of 2012) (b) celebrates
BETA and (c) presents our “First
World” vision and ambition?
That would be game, set and
match.
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Eburu breathes again, the mountain
hisses out steam and wildlife roams

Despite years of fires, poach-
ing and grazing pressure, the
ecosystem endured and is now
recovering.

The forest is home to bongos,
leopards, giant forest hogs, ser-
val cats and colobus monkeys.

KIPSANG JOSEPH, NAKURU

t dawn, Mount Eburu
exhales. From the frac-
tures in the earth’s crust,
white steam hisses and
curls into the thin high-
land air, drifting through bamboo
thickets and ancient Podo trees, dis-
solving above ridges crowned with
towering Juniperus procera trees.

The Maasai call it Ol doinvo Opuru,
meaning the mountain of steam.

Rising more than 800 metres above
the Great Rift Valley floor, two peaks,
2,855and 2,823 metres above sea level,
standsilent like silent sentinels over a
fragment of forest that refused to die.

For decades, Eburu was stripped,
burned and hunted. Today, it is
breathing again.

Joseph Lengetu kneels beside a
tree, his fingers gently loosening
damp soil. In the palm rests a slender
root.

“This one is called 01 konyel, it im-
proves appetite. It treats kidney prob-
lems. It opens the urinary tract and
even helps with headaches, “ he says

Lengetu is an Ogiek elder, born
and raised beside Eburu Forest. To
him, the forest is not wilderness, it
is a pharmacy, an inheritance and a
secret trust.

“We have medicine for kidney
diseases, for bones for arthritis, for
chest complications, even medicine
for women who struggle to conceive
and many more”, he said

He explains how 0Ol konyvel is pre-
pared, roots cleaned, bark peeled,
boiled in water or mixed with sheep,
cow or goat soup for joint and bone
problems.

“When you take it, you feel hungry.
If vou do not have food, do not take it”,
he said, smiling.

Harvesting medicine here is not
guesswork.

“Roots underground are inter-
twined. If you do not know, you can
remove a poisonous root without
knowing,"he added.
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He removes only one root from
each plant, moving carefully from
tree to tree, covering the soil after-
wards.

“You must protect the forest be-
cause you will need it tomorrow “, he
added

Before hospitals came, the Ogiek
depended entirely on the forest. Even
today, he says, clinic records remain
low.

When Eburu was being destroyed,
Lengetu felt it physically.

“When someone cuts trees in this
forest, it feels like my hand is being
cut,” he says quietly.

Eburu spans approximately 8,715
hectares, a remnant of the once vast
Mau Forest ecosystem. Though iso-
lated, it holds astonishing biological
wealth.

At least 326 plant species, more
than 60 mammal species and more
than 200 birds.

But that richness was nearly
erased, Cedar trees were felled for
posts, charcoal kilns smouldered be-
neath the canopy, poachers stalked
the undergrowth, and livestock
grazed deep inside fragile habitats.
Recurrent fires scarred the hillsides.

Joseph Mutongu, the forest and
community manager at Rhino Arkin
charge of Eburu Forest, recalls 2012.
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One of the birds species found in Eburu forest [Courtesy|

“ Eburu had been heavily destroyed
through charcoal burning, logging
and poaching. Many animals and
birds had disappeared because of
habitat destruction. Buffaloes and
bush pigs raided farms. Crops were
destroyed. People were injured. Retal-
iation killings followed. “There was
conflict on both sides,” Mutongu said.

Then came the fence.

Between 2012 and 2014, a 43.3
kilometre solar-powered electricity
line was erected around the gazetted
boundary.

It now defines and protects every
hectare of the reserve, forming the
backbone of a broader conservation
strategy. “We first sensitised the com-
munity, we took some to Aberdare to
see what fencing had achieved “ he

Solomon Mureithi, forest guardian

added. After completion, the differ-
ence was immediate.

“Human wildlife conflict dropped
significantly. Crops improved, living
conditions became safer, “said Mu-

tongu.
Inside the fence, the forest began

regenerating, and indigenous trees
were replanted in partnership with
Eburu Rafiki and M-pesa Foundation.
More than 34 schools were brought in
to learn conservation directly from
Ogiek elders and trained guides.

Before the fence, Lengetu recalled
that honey production fell. Medici-
nal trees diminished. Food became
scarce.

“It was a big Challenge, but now we
have areason to celebrate”, he said.

Higher up the eastern trail, Doug-
las Chege pauses as steam billows
from a fissure in the ground, tem-
peratures reaching nearly 90 degrees
Celsius.

“There is magma beneath us, heat
rises through fractures and mixes
with underground water, that is how
steam is formed, “said Chege.

Visitors pay Sh500 for adults and
Sh250 for children to explore Eburu
Trails, winding through bamboo
groves along the cold mountain
streams lined with ferns and past
waterfalls plunging from sheer cliffs

into gorges riddled with damp caves.

The steam is more than aspectacle.

“We place herbs like Leleshwa tree
leaves on the stones when mixed with
sulphur in the steam. Many believe it
helps with respiratory diseases. Our
forefathers used it,” said Chege.

From the summit, 2,837 metres
above sea level, Mount Kenya shim-
mers in clear mornings. But many
visitors come for the birds.

Eburu is a birding sanctuary. “We
have more than 200 species,” says
Chege proudly

Hartlaub’s Turaco flashes crimson
wings mid-flight, parrots arrive sea-
sonally to feast on fruit, and migra-
tory birds drift from other forests.

High above, crowned eagles among
Africa’s most powerful raptors patrol
the canopy. Their survival speaks to
forest recovery.

Some of the Eburu hunters are
now its quietest guardian. Men who
once set snares for bongos now pa-
trol the slops daily, removing traps
and monitoring wildlife, proof that
even the hardest hearts can learn to
protect.

“I was a notorious poacher, now
poachers are my enemies, “admits
Solomon Mureithi, a former hunter
turned forest guardian.

Along the steep ridges and through
dense bamboo, patrols move gquietly,
listening to the forest whispers, en-
suring that steam, trees and bongos
alike survive another day.

Camera traps strategically placed
near animals’ tracks and salt licks
capture the movement of the forest's
elusive inhabitants.

“With fewer than 120 mountain
bongos remaining in the wild, every
sighting is precious,” said Solomon.

Maseto Kosen lowers a beehive
carefully to the ground, smoke calm-
ing the bees. He manages more than
500 colonised hives, a livelihood in-
herited from his grandfather.

“I have also about 1,000 beehives,
but the ones colonised are more than
500. If you taste our honey, you will
know it is original, without trees
there is no honey and without trees,
there is no forest, that is why we have
to protect, “ said Kosen

Through support from Rhino ARK,
communities now benefit from bee-
keeping, organic farming and biogas,
reducing dependency on firewood.

School programmes and conser-
vation education have empowered
children to protect their inheritance.

Deep within bamboo thickets
moves a shadow, the mountain bon-
gos. Fewer than 120 remain in the
wild, confined to Eburu, Aberdares,
Mount Kenya and parts of the Mau.

Many were kKilled through poach-
ing; others were taken to European
zoos during colonial times.
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Somali national with
forged ID card arrested

A Somali national has been arrest-
ed in Wajir County while attempting
to secure employment using a Ken-
yan national identity card.

Abdi Hassan Ibrahim was seized at
the weekend at Johwar location in
Wajir East, where he was allegedly
searching for job opportunities. He
told the local chief, Mohamed Issack
Abdille, that he had travelled from
Garissa County.

Upon interrogation, he failed to
give a satisfactory account of his
presence in the country.

The 37-year-old was handed over to
the Anti-Terrorism Police Unit
(APTU).

During questioning, he claimed he
had come to Kenya to look for a
herdsman’s jobh.

“He was handed over to APTU offic-
ers who are handling the matter,” said
Wajir County Criminal Investigations
Officer Francis Chirchir, adding that
surveillance in the area has been
heightened.

The Saturday night arrest came a
day after President William Ruto
announced in neighbouring Mandera
County that the Kenya-Somalia bor-
der would be reopened after a15-year
closure imposed during the Al-
Shabaab insurgency.

Speaking at Mandera Stadium on
Thursday during the NYOTA Capital
Disbursement event, Ruto said the
government would double police
deployment to secure the border
while allowing cross-border trade to
resume.

“We cannot trade with closed bor-
ders.

“For that reason, [ will be returning
here in April to officially open the
border post linking Kenya and Soma-
lia,” said the President.

Cases of foreigners found with Ken-
yan identity cards have been on the
rise since the President signed a proc-
lamation abolishing vetting for indi-
viduals seeking ID cards in northern
Kenya and other border counties.

While signing the Presidential
Proclamation on Registration and
Issuance of IDs to border counties at
Orahey Grounds in Wajir Town in
February last vear, Ruto termed the
practice unjust and disenfranchising.

“If it is about vetting, let all chil-
dren of Kenya be vetted equally with-
out any discrimination,” he said.

Since then, there has been a worry-
ing trend of foreign nationals being
caught attempting to acquire Kenyan
nationality.

In November last year, a Somali
national was arrested in Mandera
County while in the process of acquir-
ing Kenyan citizenship.

Assa Ali Issack was seized by APTU
officers at Bulla Hawa, Mandera East,
while trying to cross into Kenya.

The 31-year-old was found in pos-
session of a Kenyan application for
registration form, which he allegedly
obtained from the Registrar of Per-
sons offices in Saudi Arabia.

In the same month, Hajir Mohamed
Garat was arrested in [jara, Garissa
County, in connection with the issu-
ance of fake birth and death certifi-
cates. Several blank and partially
filled birth notification forms, death
notification forms, birth certificates,
death certificates and rubber stamps
were recovered from his cybercafé in
Masalani centre.

Mohamed’s arrest came about two
weeks after two people were seized in
Garissa for allegedly fraudulently
obtaining a birth certificate.

[Hudson Gumbihi]

Murder suspect asks court for freedom
on lenient terms to reunite with children

A man has been arraigned before
an Eldoret court over the alleged mur-
der of his neighbour in a tragic inci-
dent in Kesses area, Uasin Gishu
County.

Michael Tuwei denied the charge
when he appeared before Justice Rob-
ert Wananda.

Tuwei is accused of orchestrating
the brutal killing of Meshack Kipkem-
boi under undisclosed circumstances
on 2 December 2025.

Moments after the charge was read,
the composed suspect raised his hand
and pleaded with the court for lenient
bond terms, citing his desire to reu-
nite with his children, who depend on
him.

He told the court that since his
arrest by detectives attached to the
Directorate of Criminal Investiga-
tions, his wife had fled to her parents’
home out of fear of possible attacks
by his enemies, leaving their children

without care. “Your Honour, | humbly
plead for mercy. My children are suf-
fering after my wife ran away and
there is nobody to take care of their
welfare, including food, clothing, and
education. Kindly release me on fair
bond terms,” he said.

Tuwei added that one of his chil-
dren, who is due to join Grade 10, has
been unable to report to school due to
lack of fees.

He assured the court that he would
attend all court sessions without fail.

“I have heard your request, but
there are technicalities that must be
addressed. I therefore direct that a
pre-bail report be filed within 14 days
so that the court can make an appro-
priate ruling on whether you will be
released on bond or not,” the judge
ruled.

The case will be mentioned on
March 4.

[Peter Ochieng]

Former Kiambu Governor Ferdinand Waititu at a Milimani Court on February 13, 2025. [Collins Kweyu, Standard]

DPP opposes fresh bid by

Waititu to lower bail terms

The former Kiambu gover-
nor was sentenced to 12 years
in prison for graft and has
served seven months so far.

He asked the court to ex-
change the Sh53.5m bank
guarantee for a Sh20m cash

security.

NANCY GITONGA, NAIROBI

he Director of Public

Prosecutions (DPP) ves-

terday opposed a fresh

bid by jailed former Ki-

ambu Governor Ferdi-
nand Waititu seeking to lower his
Sh53 million cash bail.

Waititu, who has been behind
bars at Kamiti Maximum Prison for
more than seven months despite be-
ing granted bail in July last year, is
requesting the court to substitute a
Sh53.5 million bank guarantee re-
quirement with a Sh20 million cash
security deposit, citing impossibility
of meeting the original conditions.

Appearing before Lady Justice
Wilfrida Okwany at the Milimani
Anti-Corruption Court yesterday,
prosecutor Linda Mwamburi told
the court that the DPP had filed an
affidavit opposing the application,
stating that the previous bond terms
imposed on Waititu are reasonable.

“My lady, we are objecting to the
application solely on the ground
that the applicant has not satisfied
the conditions to warrant the re-

view of the courts issued on March
3, 2025,” Mwamburi told the court.

The prosecutor further argued
that Waititu's continuous applica-
tions lacked sufficient merit to war-
rant judicial intervention.

“This change does not necessarily
meet the conditions for review, but
it seems that the applicant keeps
moving from one prayer to another
without enough substance, my lady,”
Mwam buri added.

The former governor was sen-
tenced to 12 years in prison or or-
dered to pay aSh53,749,000 fine after
being found guilty of corruption-re-
lated charges in February 2025.

The case involved a Sh588 million
road construction tender awarded
to Testimony Enterprises, with the
court finding that Waititu received
Sh20 million in kickbacks and that

Christopher Mutuku, Waititu's lawyer

the tender was issued fraudulently
and illegally.

Following his conviction by Mili-
mani Anti-Corruption Court Chief
Magistrate Thomas Nzyoki, Waititu
was granted bail on July 31, 2025,
specifically to enable him to seek
better medical treatment outside
prison due to ill health.

However, the bail came with
stringent conditions, including the
provision of a bank guarantee worth
Sh53.5 million.

Through his lawyer Christopher
Mutuku, Waititu filed a certificate of
urgencyon January 21,2026, seeking
to have the bail terms reviewed.

During his submission Mutuku
cited the doctrine of impossibil-
ity and frustration, arguing that
despite reasonable efforts, securing
the bank guarantee has proved unat-
tainable.

“In consideration of the appli-
cant’s ill-health last year, this court
admitted him to bail on July 31, 2025,
in order to enable him seek better
treatment out of prison,”"Mutuku in-
formed Justice Okwany

Mutuku emphasised that the
court was made aware of the diffi-
culty on December 18, 2025, when
the judge directed Waititu to file a
application for substitution of the
bank guarantee with a cash bail.

“It is now more than 6 months
since theissuance of the said order,”
Mutuku stated.

Justice Okwany fixed the ruling
on the matter tomorrow, February
18,2026 at 12 pm.

newsdesk@standardmedia.co.ke
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NSE: State’s
new platform
to raise billions

OPTIMISM: Buoyed by a global boon that has seen Nairobi
bourse’s market capitalisation hit Sh3 trillion, the highest
ever in its 70-year history, the Government hopes to end
listing drought at the capital markets. PGS 24-25
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Artificial intelligence chatbots to face UK safety rules after outcry over Grok

he UK government said
| yesterday it would include
artificial intelligence (AI)
chatbots in online safety laws, clos-
ing a loophole exposed after Elon
Musk’s Al chatbot Grok was used to
create sexualised deepfakes.
Providers of chatbots will be
responsible for preventing them
from generating illegal or harmful
content, extending rules that cur-
rently apply only to content shared
between users on social media.
It follows an international back-

lash against Grok for letting people
create and share sexualised pictures
of women and children using sim-
ple text prompts.

“The new measures announced
today include a crackdown on vile
illegal content created by AL” Prime
Minister Keir Starmer saidin a
statement ahead of a speech on the
matter yesterday.

“The government will move fast
to shut alegal loophole and force
all Al chatbot providers to abide by
illegal content duties in the Online

World copper |
rush promlses
new riches
for Zambia

Surging demand from Al green energy
and defence sectors has boosted
demand for the workhorse metal.

By BBC

Zambia
Wweyears after becom-
ing Africa’s first Cov-
id-era debt defaulter,

Zambia 1s seeing a

dramatic turnaround

in fortunes as major
powers vie for access to its vast reserves
of copper.

Surging demand from the artificial
intelligence, green energy and defence
sectors has exponentially boosted
demand for the workhorse metal that
underpins power grids, data centres and
electric vehicles.

The scramble for copper exposes geo-
political rivalries as industrial heavy-
weights - including China, the United
States, Canada, Europe, India and Gulf
States compete to secure supplies.

“We have the investors back,” Presi-
dent Hakainde Hichilema told delegates
at the African Mining Indaba conference
on Monday, saying that more than $12
billion (Sh1.56 trillion) had flowed into
the sector since 2022.

The politically stable country is Afri-
ca’s second-largest copper producer,
after the conflict-ridden Democratic
Republic of Congo, and the world’s
eighth, according to the US Geological
Survey,

The metal, needed for solar panels and
wind turbines, generates about 15 per
cent of Zambia’s gross domestic product
(GDP) and more than 70 per cent of
export earnings.

Output rose eight per cent last yearto
more than 890,000 metric tonnes, and
the government aims to triple produc-
tion within a decade.

Mining is driving growth that is fore-
cast by the International Monetary Fund
to reach 5.2 per cent in 2025 and 5.8 per
cent this year, which places Zambia
among the continent’s faster-growing
economies.

“The seeds are sprouting, and thehar-
vest 1s coming,” Hichilema said, touting
a planned nationwide geological survey
to map untapped deposits.

But the rapid expansion of the heavily
polluting industry has also led to warn-
ings about risks tolocal communities and

Safety Act or face the consequences
of breaking the law,” he said.

Under the Online Safety Act,
which entered force in July, plat-
forms hosting potentially harmful
content are required to implement
strict age verification through tools
such as facial imagery or credit card
checks.

Itis also illegal for sites to create
or share non-consensual intimate
images, or child sexual abuse mate-
rial, including sexual deepfakes
created with AL In January, Britain's

e

There is a risk that
elites will be enriched
at the expense of the
broader population,

while "narratives of
partnership” offered
by major powers can
mask underlying self-
interest.”

Daniel Litvin, founder of the
Resource Resolutions group that
promotes sustainable development,

media regulator Ofcom opened a
probe into the social media plat-
form X, which hosts Grok, for failing
to meet its safety obligations.

The country’'s data watchdog has
launched a wider investigation into
Musk’s X and xAl, which developed
the Grok Altool - to see whether the
companies complied with personal
data law when it came to Grok’s
generation of sexualised deepfakes.

Ofcom has noted that not all AI
chatbots are regulated under the
Online Safety Act, including those

The workhorse metal underpins power grids, data centres and electric vehicles. [File]

concerns of “pit-to-port” extraction, in
which raw copper is shipped directly
abroad with little domestic refining.

We need to be aware of the potential
for history to repeat itself,” said Daniel
Litvin, founder of the Resource Resolu-
tions group that promotes sustainable
development, referring to the colonial-
era scramble for Africa’s resources.

There is a risk that elites will be
enriched at the expense of the broader
population, while “narrativesof partner-
ship” offered by major powers can mask
underlying self-interest, he said.

Chinese firms have long dominated
the sector in Zambia and control major
stakes 1n key mines and smelters,
cementing Beijing’s early-mover advan-
tage. Another major player is Canada’s
First Quantum Minerals, Zambia’s larg-
est corporate taxpayer.

Investors from India and the Gulf are
expanding their footprint, and the United
States is returning to the market after
largely pulling out decades ago.

Washington, which has been stockpil-
ing copper, this month launched a $12
billion “Project Vault” public-private

which “only allow people to interact
with the chatbot itself and no other
users”. “Technology moves on so
quickly that the legislation strug-
gles to keep up, which is why, for Al
bots... we need to take the necessary
measures,” Starmer said.

His government is ramping up
efforts to protect children online,
having launched a consultation on
a social media ban for those under
the age of 16, while considering
measures to limit features like infi-
nite scrolling on social media. [AFP]

TRILLION

MONEY that has flowed into the sec-
tor since 2022, according to Zambian
President Hakainde Hichilema.

Initiative to secure critical minerals, part
of an effort to reduce reliance on China.

In September, the US Trade and Devel-
opment Agency announced a $1.4 million
(Sh182 million) grant to a Metalex Com-
modities subsidiary, Metalex Africa, to
expand operations in Zambia.

“We are at the beginning of what is
going to unfold to be a dramatic new
chapter in the way that the free world
sources and trades in critical minerals,”
US Energy Secretary adviser Mike Kopp
sald at Mining Indaba.

Sweeping US tariffs introduced last
year helped send copper prices soaring
to record highs, as companies rushed to
buy both semi-finished and refined
stocks.

Cost ofrush

“The risk is that this great power com-
petition becomes a race to secure supply
on terms that serve markets and not the
people in producer countries,” said
Deprose Muchena, aprogramme director
at the Open Society Foundation.

Despite its mineral wealth, more than
70 per cent of Zambia's 21 million people
live in poverty, according to the World
Bank. “The world 1s walang up to Zam-
bia’s copper. But Zambia has been living
with copper and its consequences for a
century,” Muchena told AFP.

Environmental damage caused by
mining has long plagued Zambia’s cop-
per belt. In February 2025, a burst tail-
ings dam at a Chinese-owned mine near
Kitwe, about 285 kilometres (180 miles)
north of Lusaka, spilt millions of litres of
acidic waste.

Toxins entered a tributary feeding the
Kafue, Zambia’slongest river and a major
source of drinking water, Zambian farm-
ers have filed an $80 billion (Sh10.4 tril-
lion) lawsuit, “Whether this boom is
different depends on whether govern-
ance, rights, and community agency are
at the centre, not just supply chain secu-
rity,” Muchena said.
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SGR operations, dollar deals

An internal

report points to
breaches in the
public finance
management laws
and recommends
government to
immediately take
over operations.

By Macharia Kamau
emacharia@standardmedia.co.ke

dealings between

nya Railways Corpo-

ration (KRC) and Africa

Star Railway Operations

Company (Afristar),

which operates the

Standard Gauge Railway (SGR), are again

under scrutiny after an internal audit

pointed to breaches in the public finance
management laws.

The audit recommends that Kenya
Railways take over SGR operations from
Afristar “as amatter of priority” to avoid
further costs to the taxpayer.

The audit, undertaken by the Ministry
of Transport’s internal audit unit, has
raised concerns about Afristar’s contin-
ued oversight of the operations of the
SGR, including the possibility of billing
for tasks that Kenya Railways has already
taken over.

It says KRC has taken over many of the
functions, but Afristar continues to be
domineering in the operations of the rail-
way line.

The audit also questions why the firm,
with local operations and procured to
undertake local work, is paid partly in
dollars, without a clear indication of who,
between the firm and Kenya Railways,
pays for foreign exchange fluctuations.

The auditors also noted that KRC
authorised a Shl4 billion ($110.56 mil-
lion) payout despite the absence of docu-
ments required to release the funds.

Afristar was formed in 2017 to operate
both passenger and cargo services.

This was expected to give KRC time to
acquire the necessary expertise to man-
age the railway.

The deal was to operate and maintain
SGR for 10 years, but subject to review
after five years. KRC was expected totake
over operations in a phased approach
over five years ending in 2022. This was,
however, extended to December 2025,

The draft report recommends that
KRC part wayswiththe operator to avoid
further taxpayers shouldering bills run-

= BT

2

FOREX

’ SH160

s

B

L)

EXCHANGE rate of the shilling
to the US dollar in December
2023, but started strengthening
in the course of 2024 to stand

at 5h129.

b R
T L
i '|_ ".'| 1'.’.':5,_
.-. i *'n..

Kenya Railways Corporation was expected to take over operationsin May

its maiden journey between Mombasa and Nairobi on June1, 2017. [File, Standard]

ning into billions of shillings paid to
Afristar if it continues to operate the rail-
way line. “The Afristar management
should be vacated... as amatter of prior-
ity to ease the burden on the taxpayer for
expenditure on functions which are
within the control of the organisation
(KRC),” reads the report by the auditors.

“The Afristar company, having
invoiced and earned their entitlements
of Shl8 billion as observed in this report,
should not further burden the taxpayer
where such extension of contract vitiates
the objective clauses listed at the incep-
tion of their contractual mandate in the
year 2015/2017”

KRC was expected to take over opera-
tions in May 2022, which would have
coincided with the fifth anniversary of
SGR, with the Madaraka Express having
made its maiden journey between Mom-
basa and Nairobi on.June 1, 2017,

Strained relationship

The cargo service started operations
in 2018, According to Kenya Railways, the
handover did not take place, as past
reports have shown a strained relation-
ship between KRC and Afristar.

This was seenin allegations of fraud in
ticketing by senior Afristar officials,
claims of Afristar hiding information
from KRC, and at some point, KRC con-
sidering terminating the operations and
maintenance contract.

Kenya Railways uses money drawn
from the Railway Development Levy
Fund, which is financed by imports to
Kenya, levied at two per cent of the
declared customs value.

“At the time of this audit, and on
reviewing the file, KRC has undertaken a
phased takeover of the SGR management
where the functions of passenger ticket-

ing, fuel management, track manage-
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BILLION

PAYOUT that auditors say KRC
authorised despite the absence
of documents required to release
the funds.

PERIOD

THE year KRC was expected to
take over SGR operations.

THIS was, however, extended to
December 2025
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ment, security and staff currently fall
under KRC authority and leadership.

Further review established that the
operator company had issued a demand
for Sh18 billion being their unpaid dues...
a consideration with Sh12 billion payout
approved by the board and the RDLF
advisory committee, and the balance of
Shé billion subjected to an eligibility
ascertainment test,” sald the audit
report.

“During the (2023/24) vear, the man-
agement requested, got approval and
received Shl8 billion to clear the pending
bills owed to the company SGR related
pending bills (Afristar Company Ltd) for
SGR operations and maintenance pend-
ing bills.”

“However, from the billing invoices
attached to payment vouchers amount-
ing to $110.56 million (Sh14.26 billion) ...
we could not ascertain if the whole
expense relates to the Afristar operation
and maintenance contract intervention
activities since the billing statement
extracts include; previous accrued
amounts as balances brought forward
which in the absence of a certified, trade
creditors schedule, evidenced ageing
analysis of the debts and successive list
of published end year financial state-
ments, we could not relate to the con-
tract period.”

According to the audit report, Afristar
1s partly paid in Kenya shilling andin dol-
lars. This is despite all indications show-
ing that there are no reasons why the
firm should be paid in foreign currency.

The auditors also raised concerns
about the cost of local currency fluctua-
tions, pointing out that this could cause
a further strain on taxpayers who haveto
bear the cost of aweak shilling.

“The payments are made at 60 per
cent in local currency and 40 per cent in

cided with the fifth anniversary of SGR, with

e Madaraka EEss having made

During the (2023/24)
year, the management
requested, got approval
and received Sh18 billion
to clear the pending bills
owed to the company
SGR related pending bills
(Afristar Company Ltd)
for SGR operations and

maintenance pending
bills.”

Report

USdollars. Thisaudit could not ascertain
with finality why a company, registered
in Kenya, with local physical addresses,
domiciled in Kenya, with bank accounts
in Kenyan banks, would be paid in a for-
elgn currency for procured services
undertaken in Kenya,” said the auditors.

“Further, the USD currency market
fluctuations would potentially negative-
ly impact the contract cost, creating an
unnecessary additional cost burden to
the taxpayer. This variation in contract
costs is not recorded, recognised, or
addressed by the management.”

Over the 2023/24 financial year, which
1s the period covered by the auditreport,
the shilling exhibited dramatic volatility,
depreciating to the historical low of
Sh160 to the US dollar in December 2023
but started strengthening in the course
of 2024 to stand at Sh129 in April, where
it has held to date.
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State bets on NSE to raise
capital amid reforms pus

Move 1s
Informed

by a global
boon that has
seen market
capitalisation
hit over Sh3
trillion, the
highest ever
In the 70-year
history of the

Nairobi bourse.
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By Graham Kajilwa
gkajilwa@standardmedia.co.ke

fewyears ago,whenthe
Kenyan market was
struggling to access
dollars as inflation
surged, hitting 9.6 per
cent in October 2022,
the interest rate regime was the pre-
ferred capital mop-up tool for the gov-
ernment that was drowning in debt.

The base lending rate shot to 13.0 per
cent In February 2024. As someinvestors
hoarded dollars, others moved their cash
into government securities whose
returns were as high as 18 per cent.

President William Ruto then
announced that Kenya would make pay-
ments towards the Sh260 billion ($2 bil-
lion) Eurcbond by December 2023, ahead
of the June 2024 maturity date, and the
dynamics changed.

The shilling, that exchanged at Shl60
to the dollar, strengthened against the
greenback, and inflation likewise eased
as rains resumed to cushion food infla-
tion.

Today, inflation stands at 4.4 per cent,
and the Central Bank Rate (CBR) has
eased to 8.75 per cent - pointing to amar-
ket that 1s quite stable.

To match this stability, the govern-
ment has changed tact with the capital
markets seemingly being the new (capi-
tal) mop-up tool.

In the recent past, a lot of emphasis
has shifted to the capital markets. This
has been informed by a global boon that
has seen market capitalisationhit over
Sh3 trillion.

This is from Sh1.2 trillion in 2022. The
Sh3 trillion is the highest ever in the
70-year history of the Nairobi Securities
Exchange (NSE).

It is an Impressive performance for a

Globally, we have
entered a new phase.
Inflation has eased,
interest rates are
stabilising, and capital is
no longer in panic mode
but allocation (mode).”

Frank Mwiti, NSE chief executive

stock market that has not seen a major
listing in almost 20 years. Safaricom was
the last major listing in 2008, with NSE
self-listing later in 2014,

Kenya Pipeline Company (KPC), a
State-owned business, will be listed in
March this year.

Cognisant of this renewed Interest in
the stock markets, the government is
embracing innovations and reforms to
the capital markets to capitalise on this
boom. Safaricom and the East African
Breweries are some of the listed entities
that have taken advantage of this boon
through bonds.

“If there was a time to risk capital on
the NSE, this is the time,” said NSE Chief
Executive Frank Mwitl during a session
with business leaders under the ambit of
the Kenya Private Sector Alliance (Kep-
sa).

He listed stable inflation figures and a
well-balanced investor profile between
retailers, institutional, foreign and local,
as some of the reasons NSE 1s now thriv-
ng.

“Globally, we have entered a new
phase, Inflation has eased, interest rates
are stabilising, and capital is no longerin
panic mode but allocation (mode),” he
sald. “And when capital reallocates, it
does not chase headlines but systems.”

PER CENT

TODAY'S inflation,according to
the Central Bank Rate (CBR). It has
eased to 8.75 per cent, pointing to
a market that is quite stable,
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TRILLION

CREDIT gap in the market, accord-
ing tolLofty-Corban Investments
Chief Executive Stanley Mutuku.
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Mwiti said capital looks for markets that
can absorb scale, with depth, predicability,
incredible exits, well-priced risks and real
ligquidity.

“That 1s why emerging markets like ours
with functioning capital markets are back
into focus,” he said. “If there was ever a time
to risk capital on the NSE, this is it.”

He further revealed that the NSE, in part-
nership with Kepsa, would be reviving the
conversation around the floor cap on alloca-
tion of pension assets to different investment
Instruments to expand the market.

“Working with Kepsa, hopefully in 2026,
we can have these ideas, curate them and
push them so that there are policy and regu-
latory directives,” he said.

This boon has also attracted private play-
ers 1n the capital markets space. Last week,
Safaricom unveiled Ziidi Trader, a platform
where retail investors can get their feet Into
the murky waters of capital markets without
the onboarding bottlenecks such as opening
a CDS account and broker engagement.

From the comfort of their phones, theycan
buy and sell shares through M-Pesa.

“This 1s a good Innovation,” said KenGen
Managing Director Peter Njenga. “Even us as
KenGen, we are looking at innovations that
can help Improve value for shareholders and
perhaps have people access the shares much
easier.”

Investment scheme

For businesses in the capital raising space,
such as Lofty-Corban Investments Ltd, the
boonhas paved the way for a new Instrument
- a private debt special fund. Chief Executive
Stanley Mutuku noted that there is a credit
gap of Sh2.4 trillion in the market.

The fund is structured as a unique collec-
tive investment scheme that will primarily
focus on investing in commercial paper as
hand-picked growth-oriented financing
opportunities for Saccos, NGOs, churches,
endowments, trusts, and foundations.

“The Lofty Corban Private Debt Special
Fund will pool investor capital to finance
carefully selected credit opportunities, sup-
ported by rigorous credit assessment, port-
folio diversification, and ongoing risk moni-
toring,” explained Mutulu.

He added that private debt funds have
become a core financing channel for mid-
sized companies, infrastructure projects, and
real estate developments, with annual
growth in assets under management exceed-
ing 20 per cent.

“While retums depend on market condi-
tions and credit performance, private debt
special funds have demonstrated in other
jurisdictions that they can deliver competi-
tive risk-adjusted returns over the medium
tolong term,” he noted.

While unveiling the Ziidi Trader platform,
President Ruto revealed that more reforms
are needed in the capital markets. Already
today, one can trade a single share in the
market, unlike before when 100 was the base.

He said some of the proposed reforms are
being overseen by the National Treasury
Cabinet Secretary John Mbadi.

The purpose is to encourage businesses to
utilise capital markets for their financial
needs and to avoid crowding out other bor-
rowers in the mainstream credit market.

He pointed out that last year alone, total
market capitalisation expanded by about 48
per cent, rising from Sh1.968 trillion to Sh3
trillion. “This impressive performance

EVENTS IN THE

CAPITAL MARKETS

Min the recent past, a lot of
emphasis has shifted to the capital
markets.

Shl.2 trillion

M Market capitalisation has grown
from Sh1.2 trillion in 2022 to over
Sh3 trillion this year
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Sh3 trillion

M The Sh3 trillion s the highest
ever inthe 70-year history of the
Mairobi Securities Exchange.

Mitisan impressive performance
for astock market that has not seen
a major listing in almost 20 years.

2008

m5afaricom was the last major
listing in 2008, with NSE self-listing
later in 2014.

M Kenya Pipeline Company will be
listed in March this year.

m Cognisant of this renewed
Iinterest In the stock markets, the
government is embracing
innovations and reforms to the
capital markets to capitalise on this
boom.

ll“@

MSafaricom and the East African
Breweries are some of the listed
entities that have taken advantage
of this boon through bonds.

100

m Ziidi Trader, the recently launched
platform, can enable one to trade a

single share In the market, unlike
before, when 100 was the base.

reflects improving macroeconomic funda-
mentals, including lower interest rates, a
more stable currency environment, stronger
growth prospects, and better coordination
between fiscal and monetary policy,” he said.

“More importantly, it signals renewed
investor confidence in the long-term direc-
tion of Kenya’s economy.”

ECONOMY
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India forced to defend American
frade deal as doubts mount

US President Donald Trump holds a bilateral meeting with India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi alongside

the ASEAN Summit in Manila, Philippines November 13, 2017. [File, Standard]

ndia is scrambling to defend a new trade deal

with the United States that critics have

branded as a surrender to Washington, as

countries navigate the fallout from President
Donald Trump’s sweeping tariffs.

The deal announced this month has rattled India’s
powerful farmers’unions, who argue that cheap US
1imports would throttle local producers in a country
where agriculture employs more than 700
million people.

Details of the deal remain
sparse, limited to a joint state-
ment and a White House
factsheet, but New Delhi says

-

Framing the target as

breaking down,” Shivaan Tandon of Capital Eco-
nomics said in a note on Friday.

Trump’s unpredictability also continues to loom
large.

He recently threatened higher tariffs on South
Korea over perceived delays by Seoul in implement-
Ing a trade agreement announced last July.

Another flashpoint 1s Washington’s rollback of a

25 per cent duty after what it described as
India’s “commitment” to stop buying
Russian oil
This promise finds no men-
tion in the joint statement and
has neither been confirmed

an interim pact should be nor denied by the Indian

finalised by the end of an intention, rather than government.

March. e | _ India says its energy
Analysts warn that other a commitment, reduces policy is driven by national

elements of the agreement the risk of the deal later interests and that the coun-

could also prove volatile. : 5 try depends on multiple
“In the Trumpian era, brEkaﬂg down. sources for crude oil imports.

there i1s nothing called cer- :

tainty,” trade expert Abhijit Das S R

told AFP. New Delhi’s Russian oil imports

Even if the deal is signed in a few
weeks, it would only hold until Trump
“decides to Impose more tariffs for any perceived
Inconsistency,” he said.

The most contentious pledge is India’s stated
intention to buy $500 billion (Sh65 trillion) worth
of US goods over five years. India’s annual imports
from the US last fiscal year were around $45 billion
(Sh5.85 trillion).

Doubling annual purchases to $100 billion (Sh13
trillion) “is unrealistic”, said Ajay Srivastava of the
Global Trade Research Initiative, aNew Delhi-based
think tank.

Aircraft purchases were a major component of
this commitment, but even a major expansion of
Boeing aircraft orders, decisions made by private
airlines, would fall far short, he said.

“Even if India were to add another 200 Boeing
aircraft over the next five years, at an estimated cost
of $300 million (Sh39 billion) per aircraft, the total
value would be about $60 billion (Sh78 trillion).”

Some economists argue that the language around
purchases 1s non-binding, hence it protects New
Delhi if 1t fails to meet the goal.

“Framing the target as an intention, rather than
a commitment, reduces the risk of the deal later

have dropped from a mid-2025 peak
of more than two million barrels a day to
about 1.1 million in January.

Local reports say state-owned refiners have
already started purchasing Venezuelan oil for deliv-
ery in April. But it remains unclear if Russian pur-
chases will fall to zero.

The outlook hinges heavily on Mumbai-headguar-
tered Nayara Energy, partly owned by Russia’s Ros-
neft, which Bloomberg reported plans to keep buy-
ing around 400,000 barrels aday.

This will likely remain a bone of contention, given
the Trump administration’s stance that it intends to
monitor India’s imports.

“New Delhi continues to avoid publicly confirm-
ing a full halt and frames energy sourcing as driven
by price and availability, which underlines ongoing
ambiguity over the oil plank,” Darren Tay of BMI, a
unit of Fitch Solutions, told AFP.

“There 1s tentative evidence that Indian refiners
are reducing spot purchases of Russian crude,
implying partial adjustment rather than a formal
pledge,” Tay said.

The deal remains “too fragile and politically con-
tested” tojustify a growth forecast change for India,
he added. [AFP]
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Should we celebrate falling interest rates?

XN IRAKI,
Professor at the University
of Nairobi

Central Bank of Ken-
a’s (CBK) monetary
policy committee (MPC)
has cut the interestrates
m the last 10 meetings.
Its latest rate is now 8.75
per cent. Why does this matter?

It’s expected that withlow rates, banks
will take the cue and lower their lending
rates. We shall borrow more money to
invest or consume.,

That will stimulate the economy and
lead to growth and jobs. That would be
political good news.

Economics has become the new face of
politics. Who said the government has no
business in business?

The MPC statement does not mention
the 2027 polls, but economic growthand
jobs thereof will matter. Wait for the
campaign speeches.

The big question is whether the inter-
est cut by CBK will be transmitted fast
enough through the economy to be
noticeable before 2027 Will banks
reduce the lending rate? Shall we borrow
more money by extension?

Banks don’t lower rates immediately;
they do so with a lag. I have heard CBK
complain about that., There are many
other factors banks consider in setting
their interest rates, beyond the CBK rate.

MARKETS

European stocks, dollar up in subdued start to week

European stock markets and the dollar ad- top end of the expected range to continue to
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One is therisk profile of the borrowers.
That does not change overnight, wheth-
er 1t’'s an individual or an institution.

Do banks incorporate our creditrating
in pricing the loans?

Two 1s the economic prospects. We
borrow with a firm belief that we shall
pay back and possibly make some profits.

If you borrow Sh100,000 from the
bank at 15 per cent, we expect you to
make a higher return than 15 per cent.

That will depend on the performance
of the economy.

If the growth prospects are good, there
will be demand for your goods and ser-
vices, leading to profits and the ability to
pay the loan.

Online lending

How are the growth prospects beyond
the official statistics? How do ordinary
Kenyans feel about it?

Borrowers, from their experience,
decide how much to borrow, when and
for how long,

Clearly, interest rate is not the only
factor in borrowing. Do you recall when

CBK rate

August
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November
December
January
February
March

be
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Monetary policy
best espoused by
changes in CBK

rate, could be more
effective if its cross
pollinated with fiscal
policies; tax cuts and
targeted government
spending.’

the interest rates were capped? Did we
get queues outside banks?

Why are shylocks and online lending
platforms doing so well despite their
high interest rates? That is the best evi-
dence thatlowering rates will not neces-

April
May

While frenzied demand for generative Al

vanced yesterday, following a subdued showing
for Asian equities ahead of the Lunar New Year
holiday and after Japan reported lacklustre
economic growth.

Markets were closed in Shanghai, Seoul and
Taipei for the holiday, while Hong Kong and
Singapore opened only for half-day sessions.

With US markets also shut for Presidents’
Day, “attention will turn to company updates
later in the week”, said Richard Hunter, head of
markets at Interactive Investor.

“Walmart will report annual numbers on
Thursday, where sales will need to be at the

justify a punchy valuation rating which has
seen the share price surge, propelling the group
to become the first $1 trillion (Sh130 trillion)
retailer,” he said.

Stock markets showed signs of stabilising
after a tech-led plunge last week, when traders
reacted to growing concern about the hundreds
of billions being spent on Al infrastructure and
when, if ever, they might see a return on them.

Focus was on the start of a five-day Al
Impact Summit in New Delhi, with the likes of
OpenAlI chief Sam Altman and Google’s Sundar
Pichaiin attendance.

has turbocharged profits and share prices for
many technology companies, anxiety is grow-
ing over the risks that it poses to society and
the environment, and its potential impact on a
range of business sectors.

Such concerns were offset slightly by official
data Friday showing that consumer inflation
in the United States cooled slightly more than
expected in January.

Analysts said the data should see the Fed-
eral Reserve cut interest rates again later this
year to bolster growth in the world's biggest

economy. [AFP]
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sarily lead to more borrowing,

Add the many Kenyans who borrow
money with no intention of ever paying
back. There is a hidden belief that debt is
a “gift.” No wonder banks have to pro-
vide for non-performing loans. The gov-
emment also owes citizens lots of money
through pending bills and tax refunds.

Confidence in the growth of the econ-
omy 1s akey consideration of the borrow-
ers; they often have a keener sense of the
economic prospects than CBK as they
deal with the reality.

Cutting rates frequently could have a
counter-effect. Borrowers might inter-
pret that as a sign that the economy 1s
not doing well and needs intervention.

They may avoid borrowing and spend-
ing. Sentiments matter in the economy.
Ever heard of the iquudity trap? I am not
apessimist.

Cutting rates has other consequences.
It reduces the cost of government debit.
Remember T-Bills and Bonds?

At lower rates, we want to borrow less
from the government, while bond prices
20 up as coupons fall. Lower interest

rates on deposits shift us to alternative
mvestments and enhance the stimulative
effect of lower interest rates.

We can invest the money in projects
that create jobs instead of keeping it, or
spend it because the rates are too low.
We do all that if we have confidence that
tomorrow will be better than today.

We can shift our money to land, gold
or other assets with higher returns, That
1s the beauty of affluence! The rest?

Let’s not forget that low inflation is
cited as one of the reasons for the inter-
est cut. The low inflation is interpreted
as a sign that we have no money to spend.
We hear that in the streets and hamlets.

Monetary policy, best espoused by
changes in CBK rate, could be more effec-
tive if its cross pollinated with fiscal
policies; tax cuts and targeted govern-
ment spending.

Tax cuts have been sticky in the last
three years, but government spending is
picking up.

High inflation

Will more cuts come in the remaining
part of the year? My hunch is unlikely. As
we head towards 2027, inflation will be
fought using any arsenal at our disposal.

Remember, lots of money is going out
through Nyota and other projects.

Pre-election spending is a reality. That
could be inflationary.

Add the prospects of subdued rain,
and inflation is a real threat.

Is Philips curve still applicable? What
would the government choose, low infla-
tion and fewer jobs or high inflation and
more jobs? The government has reduced
inflation by “taking money” from us
through taxes and levies.

Has it createdjobs? That is the missing
link. No wonder the focus on giving
youth startup capital and internships.

One question at the back of every
economist’s mind is, if the CBK rate has
been falling, why is the shilling not weak-
ening when the fundamentals suggest it
should?

The next MPC meeting is in April 2026.
Let’swatch and wait for the direction the
nterest rates will take and the stimula-
tive effect on the economy.
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Question: People who make their
money through questionable means
live in fear struggling to shroud
their dealings in secrecy. Validate
this statement referring to Kevin
Baldeosingh'’s story Cheque Mate

(20marks)

By John Odundo
johnodundo8@gmailcom

ntroduction: The corrupt are
worried about their corrupt
deals coming to light hence
they go to great lengths to
hide their misdeeds as in the

case of Sukiva and Randall.
Since Sukiva desires to
keep her corrupt plunder secret, she
deliberately avoids going to the
bank branch where she has her sav-
ings account because the staff there
would be too familiar with herbusi-
ness. She chooses a special queue for
platinum credit card holders that only
has three people. There are only two
people behind her and they are not
close enough to hear her conversation
with the teller. She does all this trying
to keep her huge earnings a secret

because of the fear of being exposed.
Also, she decides that she would
not deal with any bank managers
directly. Ever since she was appointed
corporate secretary, she got a tenfold
salary raise. She became among the
country’s one percent highest income
earmners. Every 28th day of the month,
fifty thousand dollars went automati-
cally into her savings account. Her sav-
ings account had over seven million
dollars. Although she has been work-
ing for fifteen years, she became corpo-
rate secretary only six years ago. As an
in-house lawyer for Randall's company,
her savings never crossed ten thousand
dollars. Now she deposits five times
that amount every month in that same
account, which she opened when she
was eighteen years old working as a
store clerk. That is why she decides
never to deal personally with bank
managers as most new customers in
her income bracket do. A bank man-

ager could make an educatedguess and
find an anomaly in her earnings.

Someone who earns fifty thousand
a month accumulating seven million
dollars in only six years is something
that would raise eyebrows.

Sukiya is worried that the bank
teller may get suspicious when she
takes back her cheque of five million
dollars. The teller seemed like a sensi-
ble woman and everything about her,
including the black wire frames of her
spectacles and her stocky figurein her
grey bank uniform seemed sensible.
But she was not making any sense,
when she asks if Sukiva wanted to
deposit the thirty million dollars,in her
savings account. Sukiya thinks that
ordinary tellers know little about how
rich people conduct their business. But
todayshe feels a flutter in her stomach.
She is nervous because she was about
to deposit a cheque of five million US
dollars which is equivalent to
30,242,000 Trinidad and Tobago dol-
lars. When the teller gestures with the
cheque Sukiya almost flinches. Aghast
at her own carelessness she barely
hears as the teller explains about US
dollar accounts. Sukiya is worried
because her boss would be furious if
her error exposed him to a legal inves-
tigation or a public embarrassment.
This is a mistake she could not have
made 16 years ago when she was a
25-year-old attorney fresh out of law
school or seven years ago when she
completed adegree in accounting. She
had never made such a mistake before
and she never makes mistakes. She is
thus worried that the teller may get
suspiciousif she took back the cheque.
She does everything to keep her
income secret.

Sukiya has to keep some of her
money in offshore accounts for the
fear of being exposed to the authori-
ties. She could not deposit the five mil-
lion dollars into her local account. All
her cheques go to the Cayman Islands
account which she uses to invest and
pay mortgages on her London flat.
When Randall inherited his company,
electronic banking was not standard.
He had also watched many movies
where accounts of businessmen had
been cleaned out by unrealistically
cunning criminals who hacked into
them. So, he preferred payments in
paper. He insisted on paying Sukiya for

Other Stories &

her extraduties involving foreign firms
with US cheques. Every two moenths
she had to fly from Trinidad to the
Grand Caymans to deposit the cheques
into her account there. She does this to

keep her large earnings asecret. She is
worried about being exposed if she
banks the money in her local bank
accounts.

In order to keep her secrets safe,
the maids are not allowed inside
Sukiya’s study even when she is pre-
sent. It always remains locked. Suki-
ya's desktop computer does not have
internet access. The computer also has
more than one layer of password for
foolproof protection. On the computer,
she checks her accounts over the past
year and compares them with the
recent transactions with the cheques
laid out in front of her. Sukiva does eve-
rything to keep the dealings of her
company and their incomes secret.

In order to keep his secrets safe,
Randall maintains his old secretary
forvery long time. This is because she
knows more about his dealings than
anybody else at the company. Margaret
was Randall's secretary even before he
inherited the company. She has no for-
mal skills except typing and shorthand.

That notwithstanding, she is Ran-
dall's executive assistant. What's
more? She even has her own secretary
to deal with routine duties. Her office
is bigger than Sukiya's. She is paid
more than most managers in the com-
pany’s subsidiaries. Randall goes to
great lengths to prevent his secrets
from leaking out.

Randall tries to avoid prosecution
by forging his own signature using
Sukiya's pen. He draws to Sukiya a
cheque of five million U.S. dollars
which he says, on the books is her fee
for writing the methanol deal but off
the books, it is her fee for keeping her

mouth shut about the methanol deal
Randall influences Sukiva to write a
valuation report for the shares in
which the contract undervalues the
shares by fifty percent. He knows that
Sukiya signs documents without read-
ing them properly. Because of the
undervaluation, the Chinese offer him
a huge kickback. Randall uses different
signatures to sign off the cheques. He
does this to make it appear like some-
one had access to blank cheques and
forged his signature. He even uses
Sukiya's pen, a Tibaldi rollerball, to
make it appear like Sukiya had forged
his signature. His strategy is to avoid
culpability by ensuring that none of the
documents the authorities will come
for implicate him.

In order to protect herself, Sukiya
ensures that she records Randall’s
voice which incriminates him. She
knows that if the company goes down,
it will affect many people who have
taken a life insurance with them. That
will affect votes and government would
hire American forensic auditors or the
British QCs to prosecute the case. She
sheds tears and tells Randall that she
has always been loyal to him to which
he quickly counters that she was cer-
tainly paid enough to be loyal. Sukiya
peers at her iPhone and presses some
buttons. Randall’s voice is heard dis-
tinctly. He stands there as if held by
invincible chains. Sukiya tells him not
to worry as they will face the coming
storm together.

In conclusion people go to great
lengths to keep their illicit details hid-
den, subjecting themselves to constant
WOITY.

Mr Odundo teaches English at
Nyakach Girls High School in
Kisumu County.
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THE FIRST DEPOSIT

THE THREE
WALLETS

aydenis 15 years old. He loves video
games. The last School holiday in
2024, his uncle challenged himto a
al-life game. He gave him Kshs.
1,000.00 with instructions to split it and
saveitin 3 wallets. Jayden was really
confused by the three wallets?

Each wallet has a mission, his uncle
explained. The first wallet is called
Spend. Jayden could use it for snacks,
movies, or eating out with friends. It felt
good to enjoy money without guilt. The
second wallet is called Save. This one
was for future Jayden, like buying a new
phone, a video game, or emergencies.
Jayden was not to touch it much, but
every so often as the money
accumaulated, he was to open a Money
Market Fund and save it there until it is
enough for his goals. To Jayden, it was
starting to feel like levelingupina
game. The third wallet was called grow
This is for things that make more
moneY, learning a skill, starting a small
hustle, or investing. This wallet
sounded very surprising and exciting to
Jayden.

At first, Jayden spent only from the
first wallet. Weeks later, his
headphones broke. Instead of
panicking, he used his save wallet. He
felt liberated and less stressed. Months
later, he used the Grow wallet to buy a
basic video editing course. Soon, he was
editing videos for friends and earning
money.

Jaydenrealized something
important. Money is not just for
spending rather it is a tool. When you
give your money goals, it stops
controlling you and it starts working for
you. From that day on, Jayden and his
uncle did not just play games, they
played the money game and won.

Goals are things you want to
accomplish within a particular time
that contributes to realizing your
dreams. If you want something, you
must plan and work for it. Financial
goals are money related goals. They are
things that you want to accomplish and
they cost money. Not all goals are the
same.

Some goals are more urgent than
others. Some are individual while
others involve or influence other
people. Some are easily achievable
while others are more complex. It is not
practical to expect to achieve all goals at
the same time or within a short period.
Therefore, we need to prioritize.

Exercise

Write down 5 things that you
wotld like to achieve or have, include
areason why and the price of each if
any.
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ullying is intentional, repeated
behaviour meant to cause harm,
involving an imbalance of power
(physical strength, social status,
or psychological control). while
playful teasing lacks intent to hurt. Boys often
bully physically, while girls lean toward social
and emotional tactics. To stop bullying, one
requires awareness, intervention, and building
resilience for students, parents, and teachers.

Forms of Bullying: Physical includes
hitting or pushing, verbal includes insults,
threats, while social includes exclusion,
rumours, and cyber bullying (online
harassment like on social media comments).

Key Traits in Bullying: There is exhibited
Intent to harm. Repetition: It occurs multiple
times, and Power imbalance, one side has more
control or influence.

Bullying and playing can sometimes look
similar on the surface, but the difference lies
in intention, balance, and impact. Bullying
happens when one person deliberately tries to
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hurt, control, or humiliate another. It's not just
a one-time incident it's repeated, and there's
usually a power imbalance. For example, a
stronger or more popular student targeting
someone weaker or less socially connected.
The victim often feels scared, excluded, or
ashamed.

Playing, on the other hand, is mutual and
light-hearted. Both sides are enjoying
themselves, and there's no intent to cause
harm. Teasing among friends, joking, or
roughhousing can be playful if everyone is
laughing and feels safe. The moment one
person stops enjoying it or feels
uncomfortable, it shifts away from play. So the
key difference is that bullying is about harm
and control, while playing is about fun and
connection.

Boys vs. Girls Bullying: Boys get more
physical (hitting, pushing, and threats). It’s
mostly about dominance or hierarchy. Girls
lean more on social/emotional through
rumours, exclusion and manipulation. Mostly;,
it'’s about status and relationships. Impact:
Both lead to anxiety, depression, and academic
decline, but girls’ bullying tends to be more
hidden and harder for adults to detect. So girls
tend to get away with bullying other girls
while boys always get caught since the
bullying is more physical.

How to Stop Bullying

For Students: Speak up: Report bullying to
teachers or trusted adulis. Support peers:
Stand with victims to reduce isolation. Avoid
retaliation: Respond calmly, don't escalate.

For Parents: Listen actively: Create a safe
space for children to share. Monitor online
activity: Cyber bullying is increasingly
common. Collaborate with the school: Work
with teachers and administrators to address
issues.

For Teachers: Establish clear rules: Zero

Newspapers -
EDUCATION ==

tolerance for bullying. Intervene immediately:
Stopincidents in class or playground. Promote
empathy: Use role-play, discussions, and
mentorship to build respect. Encourage peer
support through Student-led initiatives that
can reduce bullying culture.

Overcoming Bullying as an Experience

Acknowledge the pain: Recognize the
emotional impact instead of suppressing it.
Build resilience: Engage in positive activities,
friendships, and mentorship. Seek counselling:
Professional support helps victims’ process

The Standard
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trauma. Talk to your guidance and counselling
teacher, your peer group or your trusted
friend. Transform the experience: You can use
your story to advocate for kindness and
awareness. Reframe identity: Understand that
being bullied does not define one’s worth.

Bullying thrives in silence. Students must
speak up, parents must listen and act, and
teachers must enforce safe environments.
Overcoming bullying means turning pain into
resilience and advocacy, ensuring victims
grow stronger rather than defined by the
experience.

HOW DO YOU REMEMBER THE LATE, RAILA AMOLO ODINGA?

Kelvin Omwoyo, Grade 10 shocked the nation by for Infrastructure Mitchell devolution freedom of
Journalism dub, Olympic shaking handswith hisrival, = Development (2018-2023), Adhiambo  expression and respect for
high school, Nairobi County. President Uhuru Kenvyatta. further cementing his role Ivine, human rights), fighting for

This act of reconciliation as a continental peace and Form Four  multi-party democracy,
Peace crusader: was credited with  development envoy. Odinga’s Journalism  AGWAMBO as he was
Raila Amollo Odinga  preventing the countryfrom  approach to peace was not club, popularly known led major
affectionately known as tearing itself apart. In 2024, about quiet obedience but Olympic infrastructure projects (like
"Baba," was a towering amidst intense Gen Z-led about courageous, often highschool  the Standard Gauge Railway
Kenyan statesman widely protests against the finance  difficult, reconciliation. Nairobi and LAPSSET  Corridor),
recognized asapivotalpeace  bill, Odinga intervened to  Throughout his career, he County. and serving as the African

crusader and defender
of democracy,  whose
political career spanned
over three decades. Raila's
legacy is characterized
by a remarkable ability to
prioritize national unity over
personal political gain, often
acting as the "stabilizer”
of the nmation during times
of acute crisis. Following
a highly contested 2017
election that left the country
divided and violent, Odinga

promote dialogue, which
many observers believe
prevented further loss of life
and a potential collapse of
the government.

Despite losing the 2022
election to William Ruto,
Odingapledged torespectthe
Supreme Court's decision,
opting for constitutional,
peaceful opposition rather
than fueling chaos. Beyond
Kenya, Odinga served as
the AU High Representative

was viewed as a "mirror of
Kenyas own complexity”"—a
man who bore the scars of
detention (spending eight
years as a political prisoner)
but preached forgiveness
and unity. Baba was hailed
as "true champion of
democracy” who time and
again put the interests of his
country ahead of his own
ambitions.

I remember BABA RAILA AS
FATHER of Kenya's democracy.
Baba was a strong advocate
for democratic reforms in
Kenya and Africa at large. His
resistance to authoritarian
regimes in the 1980s and 1990s
helped shape the Kenya’s
democratic landscape. Baba
played pivotal role in Kenya's
2010 Constitution (promoting

Union's High Representative
for Infrastructure, fostering
regional cooperation. Baba
taught and instilled in us
courage and boldness we see
in GEN Zs and other young
leaders like BABU OWINO by
challenging authoritarianism
and advocating for the
marginalized, he became a
symbol of Kenya's democratic
struggle, even without
becoming President. May his
soul continue resting in peace.
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HOW DO YOU REMEMBER THE LATE, RAILA AMOLO ODINGA?

Mitchell Omondi, Grade
10

Journalism club, Olympic
High School, Nairobi
Countv.
Advocate of Sodal
Justice:

Baba is remembered as an
advocate of social justice
who consistently and
always focused on uplifting
the poor and marginalized

constitutional reforms.
He was a key figure in
the 2010 Constitution’s
creation, which
decentralized power, and
he pushed for inclusivity;
accountability, and the
rights of marginalized
communities. He was
instrumental in the fight
for a new constitution that
reduced executive power,
enhanced civil liberties,

Wesley Omondi, Grade 10
Journalism club, Olympic high school,
Nairobi County.

Multi-Party Democracy:
I have read in history that throughout

his career, Baba Raila Amolo Odinga
was often referred to as a “gallant
soldier of democracy” focusing
on creating a people-centered
government. Agwambo was a lifelong
advocate for pluralism, he challenged
single-party rule and pushed for
democratic space. Raila Odinga
was a key figure in Kenya's Second
Liberation (early 1990s), championing
multi-party democracy, constitutional
reform, and human rights against the
authoritarian regime. As a leader he
endured vears of detention, torture,
and exile to push for the repeal of
Section 2A, ultimately shaping the
2010 Constitution. Raila spent a total
of nearly nine years in detention
without trial (including in solitary
confinement at Kamiti prison) due
to his defiance against the autocratic

regime, particularly following his
alleged involvement in the 1982 coup
attempt.

He played a pivotal role in organizing
the 1990 “Saba Saba” protests on July
7 which demanded constitutional
reforms, freedom of speech, andanend
to the one-party dictatorship, marking
amajor turning pointin the movement.
As Prime Minister, Raila was central
to the crafting and implementation
of the 2010 Constitution, which
introduced  significant  reforms,
including devolution, a stronger
Bill of Rights, and a reduction in
presidential power. We read that
throughout his career, he was a vocal
critic of governmental overreach,
corruption, and mismanagement,
advocating for a more transparent
and accountable government. Raila’s
efforts transformed him into a symbol
of resistance and democratic reform
in Kenya, earning him the nickname
“Baba” as he led the fight for a more
democratic and equitable nation. Rest
in PEACE BABA.

Beril Anyango, Grade 10

Nairobi County.

Journalism club, Olympic high school,

I remember Baba Raila Odinga
as  natiomalist who  heavily
promoted Kenya's infrastructure
when he was a Minister for Roads
and Prime Minister (2008-2013).
Baba pioneered major projects like
the Thika Superhighway, the Lamu
Port-South Sudan-Ethiopia Transport
(LAPSSET) corridor, and upgrading
urban roads. As the African Union
High Representative for Infrastructure
Development  (2018-2023), Baba
drove  continental  connectivity
and policy reforms, focusing on
modernization and  sustainable
financing. Agwambo Spearheaded
the creation of key agencies—Kenya
National Highways Authority (KenHa)

ROAD)

Raila Odinga Championed for
the LAPSSET corridor project, aimed
at linking Kenya with Ethiopia and
South Sudan, and was involved in the
early planning stages of major projects
like the Standard Gauge Railway.
History of kenyas economic growth
can be complete without the name of
Baba Raila Amolo Odinga.

Baba served as the African Union
High Representative for Infrastructure
Development, fostering political
support for continent-wide projects
under the Program for Infrastructure
Development in Africa (PIDA). Raila
Supported initiatives for water tower
conservation and slum-upgrading
programs, such as those in Kibra
slums in Nairobi and Nyalenda Slums
in Kisumu city. He build schools like
Olympic Secondary School, Raila

communities in Kenya and promoted devolution. Kenya Rural Roads Authority Educational Center, His effortsin these

and ensured equitable Raila Odinga stood against (KeRRA), and Kenya Urban Roads rolesfocused onreducing construction
resource distribution. Raila  extrajudicial killings, Authority (KURRA)—to manage road  costs and enhancing connectivity to
Odinga fought for social championed gender networks, introducing performance  spur economic growth. Raila Odinga

is associated with the establishment
of educational infrastructure, most
notably the Raila Education Centre
and Olympic Secondary schools in
Kibra, Nairobi, which serves the local
cOmImunity.

justice in Kenya for
over three decades by
championing multi-party  frequently supporting
democracy, enduring civil society initiatives.
multiple detentions to  Continue resting in peace
dismantle authoritarian  BABA.

rule, and advocating for

equality, and acted as a
voice for the marginalized,

contracting and modern technologies
like polymer-modified bitumen. Baba
was instrumental in constructing
the Thika Superhighway and
upgrading infrastructure in Nairobi,
including Mbagathi Way which now
bears his name (RAILA ODINGA

Hilary Ochieng, Grade10
Olympic high school, Nairobi County.

2010 Constitution:

I remember Baba Raila Amolo Odinga as a key figure in creation
of the 2010 constitution, which devolved power to counties and
expanded citizen rights. Devolution as enshrined in our 2010
constitution has been crucial for bringing government services
closer to citizens, promoting equitable resource distribution across
47 counties, and enhancing local economic development. It has
fostered democratic accountability, empowered marginalized
communities, and improved public service delivery, particularly in
health, agriculture, and infrastructure.
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Madam Anne Njoroge, director of Depaul Austin Junior School, distributes copies of The Standard to students in Ruiru on Standard group NIE Manager Christopher Gisiri with students of Depaul Austin
February 6, 2026 during launch of the Newspaper in Education (NIE) program. [Edward Kiplimo, Standard] Junior School on February 6 during the NIE program launch. [ Edward Kiplimo]

Ms Grace Njigua, of Depaul Austin Junior thﬂﬂl reads The Standard. Sammy Mbugua of Depaul Austin Junior School join students in Madam Anne Njoroge, director of Depaul Austin Junior School
[Edward Kiplimo, Standard] reading The Standard. [Fdward Kiplimo, Standard] with her students. [Edward Kiplimo, Standard]

Depaul Austin Junior School students read The Standard on February 6,  Standard media group staff Fidelis Ouma with students of Depaul Depaul Austin Junior School students read The Standardon

2026. [Edward Kiplimo, Standard] Austin Junior School. [ Edward Kiplimo, Standard] February 6, 2026. [ Edward Kiplimo, Standard]
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Horticulture exporters eye new

markets after EU tightens rules

Stricter regulations on plant
health, pesticide use, and en-
vironmental compliance have
driven up compliance costs.

The tighter European Union
rules have resulted in shipment
delays and export rejections.

WILLIS OKETCH, MOMEASA,

enva’'s horticulture ex-

porters are exploring

alternative markets in

Asia, the Middle East

and Eastern Europe as
trading with the European Union
(EU) becomes more complex and
costly.

Europe remains Kenya’s largest
and most profitable destination for
flowers, fruits and vegetables.

However, stricter rules on plant
health, pesticide use and environ-
mental compliance have raised oper-
ational costs for exporters and made
market access more challenging. As a
result, many exporters are diversify-
ing their destinations to reduce risk
and protect earnings.

According to Agriculture and
Food Authority Director-General
Bruno Linyiru, the shift reflects both
necessity and long-term strategy.

“Europe will continue to be a pre-
mium market for Kenyan horticul-
ture, but exporters must diversify
to remain competitive and manage
emerging risks,” said Dr Linyiru.

“New markets are not replacing
Europe; they are complementing it.”

Tighter EU regulations have re-
sulted in shipment delays, higher
compliance costs and export rejec-
tions, particularly in the flower sub-
sector, which accounts for about half
of Kenya’s horticulture export earn-
ings.

In 2024, stricter measures target-
ing pest control led to increased in-
spections and several rejected ship-
ments, affecting millions of flower
stems and resulting in significant

financial losses for exporters.

“Every rejected consignment rep-
resents lost production, logistics
costs and market confidence,” Liny-
irunoted.

“That is why exporters are invest-
ing more in compliance while simul-
taneously seeking new destinations.”

Although Europe still accounts for
about 80 per cent of Kenya's horticul-
tural exports, shipments to markets
such as Kazakhstan, China, and Tur-
key have grown steadily from 2020
to 2023.

Some traditional European mar-
kets, including France, have also re-
corded growth despite tighter regu-
latory requirements.

Middle Eastern markets are in-
creasingly important for exporters
seeking alternatives to slower-grow-
ing European destinations.

Countries such as the United Arab
Emirates, Qatar and Oman are expe-
riencing rising demand for fresh pro-
duce driven by population growth
and higher incomes.

To meet EU standards, growers
have invested heavilyin insect-proof
greenhouses, improved pest moni-
toring systems and staff training.

While these measures have en-
hanced guality and traceability, they
have also increased production costs
and reduced profit margins.

The vegetable sub-sector has
faced the greatest pressure, with ex-
port earnings declining in 2024 due
to increased interceptions linked to
pesticide residue levels, particularly
in French beans and snow peas.

In contrast, the fruits sub-sector
performed strongly, supported by
strong global demand for fresh Hass
avocados. Fruits now account for
about 30 per cent of horticultural
export earnings and have helped sta-
bilise the industry because theyface
fewer regulatory challenges.

Europe nevertheless remains Ken-
ya's primary market overall, with the
Netherlands and the United King-
dom leading as key destinations.

Government initiatives are also

Agriculture and Food Authority Director-General Bruno Linyiru. [Elvis Ogina,
Standard]

EUROPE accounts for nearly 80
per cent of Kenyas horticultural
exports, yet exports to Kazakh-
stan, China, and Turkey have
steadily expanded from 2020 to
2023.

supporting diversification efforts.

During a recent visit to Malaysia,
President William Ruto announced
trade agreements that include the
removal of tariffs on Kenyan agri-
cultural products, opening new op-
portunities for exporters.

The port of Mombasa handled in-
creased volumes of refrigerated con-
tainers in 2024, reflecting growing
use of sea freight for fresh produce.

The Kenya Ports Authority has
also expanded cold storage facilities
in Mombasa, Nairobi, Lamu and Na-
ivasha to support export growth.

Coconut farmers
get plant to boost
value addition

More than 5,000 coconut farmers in
Lamu County have received relief follow-
ing the commissioning of a processing
plant aimed at value addition and job
creation.

The Lamu County government, in
partnership with the Sustainable Urban
Economic Development (SUED) pro-
gramme by the United Kingdom govern-
ment, on Friday officially commissioned
the coconut processor, marking an
important milestone in strengthening
local value addition, job creation, and
inclusive economic growth.

The plant will be operated by Kentaste
Products Ltd and is expected to rein-
force local agricultural value chains by
providing a reliable market for more
than 5,000 coconut farmers.

It will also create over 90 full-time
employment opportunities, particularly
for youth and women, and retain more
economic value within the county.

Lamu Governor Issa Timamy offici-
ated at the commissioning ceremony,
which was described as a major mile-
stone for farmers expecting better
returns.

Also present were representatives of
the British High Commission, develop-
ment partners, community members,
and private sector stakeholders.

“The commissioning of the Kentaste
coconut processing plant marks a major
milestone in Lamu County’s economic
transformation. By adding value to our
coconut sector here at home, we are cre-
ating jobs, strengthening farmer
incomes, and positioning Lamu as a
competitive agro-processing huh,” said
Timamy.

The SUED programme, funded by the
UK government and managed by Finan-
cial Sector Deepening Kenya, provided
seed funding to Kentaste to support the
construction of the coconut processing
plant.

The UK government, through the For-
eign, Commonwealth & Development
Office, reaffirmed its commitment to
supporting inclusive and sustainable
growth in Kenya through programmes
such as SUED, which enable counties to
attract private investment.

[Patrick Beja]

Students face KCSE results cancellation after alleged cheating

A secondary school in Murang’a is experienc-
ing the effects of the examination cancellation
as 22 candidates are yet to receive their last
year's KCSE results.

The former candidates at Karega Day Second-
ary Schoolin Kigumo reports indicate theywere
involved in examination malpractices that led to
the cancellation of their results.

The Standardestablished that the majority of
the candidates had repeated at the school eying
to attain higher grades.

Reports indicate that the school had present-
ed 215 candidates in the KCSE exams.

Nationally 1,180 candidates had their results

cancelled after they were implicated in the
examination irregularities, compared to 840 of
the previous year.

Murang'a County Director of Education Phil-
lip Wambua while fielding gquestions from The
Standard downplayed the issue saying despite
the cancellation challenge the school was ranked
among the bestin the county as it was ranked at
position 16.

“Despite the cancellation, Karega produced
two candidates with A-, 12 B+, B 25, B-44 and C41
with a mean score of 71,” he said.

He added that the school had defeated some
of the leading institutions in the national exam-

ination despite the cancellation of the results.

Meanwhile, the effects of low student enrol-
ment has led to the closure of two secondary
schools in Murang’a, as several other day schools
are being monitored with a view to merge them.

Mweru and Wahundura secondary schools in
Kiharu and Mathioya respectively have been
closed after they failed to attract Grade 10 stu-
dents.

Wambua said the teachers in the two schools
have been posted to other schools.

“The property in the two schools will be hand-
ed over to the management of the nearby pri-
mary schools , based on their were established

in the community land,” said Wambua.

Other schools that failed to attract Grade 10
learners are Mathareini and Yamugwe second-
ary schools in Kigumo and Kiharu.

He added that in Kigumo six schools attracted
few Grade 10 learners and in Kahuro subcounty
in Kiharu seven schools have registered low
enrolment.

Murang’a county will send 6,733 students to
public universities following the last year KCSE
results.

“We had 119 students with A, A- 414, B+ 676, B
1,124, B-1,739and C+2,661,” Wambua said.

[Boniface Gikandi]
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Treasury CS John Mbadi before National Assembly and Senate Joint Committees on Energy yesterday. [ElvisOgina, Standard ]

Government projects Sh370b in
revenue from Lokichar oil fields

» The revenue will be collected from stor-
age and handling facilities, port revenues,
transportation and even road levy.

» Of the Sh1.06 trillion operating expendi-
ture, 93 per cent of it will be utilised locally,
thereby benefitting more Kenyans.

EDWIN NYARANGI, NAIROBI

he government is expected to earn be-
tween Sh136 billion and Sh371 billion
once the South Lokichar oil project be-
gins full development and production
of oil in Turkana County.

National Treasury Cabinet Secretary John Mba-
di told a joint meeting of the Senate and National
Assembly Energy Committees that this moneywill
come directly from the government’s share of prof-
it oil and its participation in the project.

Mbadi said Kenya Petroleum Refinery Limited
(KPRL) is projected to earn Sh42.3 billion in stor-
age and handling revenues, while Kenya Ports Au-
thority will gain Sh 41.9 billion from the New Kip-
evu Oil Jetty while the Government will also collect
revenues from electricity and water consumption,
ancillary services and in Road Maintenance Levy.

“The project is expected to cost $8.2 billion
(Sh1.06 trillion) in operating expenses, with $7.6
billion (Sh980.6 billion), about 93 per cent, to be
spent locally. It will also require and $5.7 billion

(Sh735 billion) in capital expenditure, of which
$1.9 billion (Sh219 billion ) will also be spent locally.
The project is expected to create more than 3,000
direct, indirect and induced jobs, contributing to
PAYE and social security revenues,” said Mbadi.

He told lawmakers that communities along the
project route will benefit from better markets, im-
proved infrastructure, and growth of local busi-
nesses. He added that the project’s progress will
also attract more foreign direct investment into
Kenya's oil and gas sector from international com-
panies.

Mbadi said that the broader macroeconomic
implications of oil production under the Field
Development Plan (FDP) were assessed with oil
revenues expected to positively contribute to the
growth of Kenya’s GDP through upstream, mid-
stream and associated economic activities.

The CS said the revenue estimates could change

66

The project is expected to create
more than 3,000 direct, indirect
and induced jobs, contributing to
PAYE and social security revenues,

It

John Mbadi, Treasury Cabinet Secretary

depending on global oil price fluctuations and pro-
duction levels. He noted that the government is us-
ing cautious price projections in its planning and
will continue to closely monitor market conditions
to manage the risks.

Mbadi said that under the Field Development
Plan (FDP), crude oil transportation will be car-
ried out in phases based on production levels and
how ready the infrastructure is. In Phase one, oil
will be transported by trucks because it is the most
practical and affordable way to start production
without spending too much on infrastructure at
the beginning.

In Phase two, transportation will shift to rail,
which is more efficient and cost-effective, espe-
cially as production increases. This phased plan
ensures that transport methods match production
levels and helps protect Kenya's oil revenue from
high transportation costs.

“Kenya undertook an Early Qil Pilot Scheme
that saw export of crude oil in the international
market, the ministry of Energy and Petroleum
indicates the volume of exported crude oil only
generated a revenue of $28.3 million against an
expenditure of $62.7 million, occasioning aloss or
balance of $34.3 million, forming part of the cost
oil,” said Mbadi. Energy CS Opiyo Wandayi told the
committees that the amount that will be collected
from the project will be distributed between the
National and County Government, and also local
communities in line with the Petroleum Act.

enyvarangi@standardmedia.co.ke
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BANKING. I&M TO OPEN
NINE MORE BRANCHES

M &M Bank has announced plans
to open nine new branches this year,
on areas it terms ashigh growth
regions, targeting underserved
communities in agribusiness and real
estate hubs.The expansion is aimed
at deepening financial inclusion by
bringing banking services closer to
customers in emerging economic
zones.The new branches will be
located in Ngong Town, Kitengela,
Nyahururu, Kitui, Homa Bay, Migori
Wote, Our Mall-Magadi Road and
Utawala.l&M Bank Regional CEO
Kihara Maina said these branches
represent more than physical
infrastructure, as they are commu-
nity hubs designed to drive financial
inclusion, support local enterprises,
and empower both individual
customers and businesses. "We are
strategically positioning ourselves in
areas with significant agricultural
value chains, burgeoning real estate
markets, and underserved popula-
tions ready to unlock their economic

potential. [Selina Mutua]

HOUSING. SPAIN UNVEILS
FUND TO TACKLE CRISIS

M Spanish Prime Minister Pedro
Sanchez on Monday presented a new
public investment fund that he said
would raise 120 billion euros
(Sh18.3 trillion) and help tackle the
country's persistent housing
crisis.Scarce and unaffordable
housing is consistently a top concern
for Spaniards and represents a
stubborn challenge in one of the
worlds most dynamic developed
economies.The new "Spain Grows”
fund, first announced in January,
aims to replace the tens of billions of
EU post-Covid recovery aid that
helped drive Spain’s strong growth in

recent years. [AFP]

PETITION. COURT BLOCKS
PROPERTY LIQUIDATION

M A Hong Kong court dismissed a
petition to liquidate Chinese
property giant Country Garden on
Monday, weeks after the firm said it
had restructured its massive offshore
debt obligations.Country Carden was
once Chinas largest real estate
developer, propping up a crucial
sector for national economic growth
before it and industry peers such as
Evergrande and Kaisa were hit with
protracted debt struggles, [AFP]
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Al safety fears loom as leaders =

meet in India for global summit ™% "> t';‘l’llcs'

. | InGeneva

Abbas Araghchi arrived in Geneva yesterday
ahead of a second round of negotiations with the
United States, Iranian state television reported,
as Washington maintains pressure on the Islam-
ic republic.

According to Tehran, “indirect” nuclear talks

» The summit aims to shape global gov-
ernance, strengthen partnerships and
assert leadership.

» However, critics question whether
meaningful commitments will emerge
beyond voluntary industry pledges.

AFP, NEW DELHI mediated by Oman will take place on Tuesday.
However, Washington has indicated it wants
global artificial intelligence sum- discussions to extend beyond the nuclear file to

mit kicked off in New Delhi vester-

day with big issues on the agenda,

from job disruption to child safe- Tehran and Washington resumed negotiations

ty, but some attendees warn the this month after earlier talks collapsed when

broad focus could diminish the chance of con- | e vt ] 0 0 L | _ Israel launched an unprecedented bombing
crete commitments from world leaders. ! 4 &gl L -T L O O 0 02 i i =1 campaign against Iran last June. Significant
While frenzied demand for generative AThas  [{[H g | ] I M E‘I‘!‘i HEIHH ﬁ d Sl uncertainty remains over the fate of Iran’s stock-
turbocharged profits for many tech companies, : e : — pile of more than 400 kilogrammes of uranium
anxietyis growing over the risks that it poses to enriched to 60 per cent, last verified by inspec-

e s~ - INDIA AIIMPACT SUMMIT i e

the five-day Al Impact Summit, which aims to : = “The foreign minister has arrived in Geneva at

include Iran’s ballistic missile programme and
its support for regional proxies.

declare a “shared roadmap for global Al govern- ' == = —— the head of a diplomatic and expert delegation
ance and collaboration”. to take part in the second round of nuclear nego-

“This occasion is further proofthat our coun-  Aworker installs the national flags of participating countries on the eve of the ‘India Al Impact Summit tiations,” Iran’s state-run Islamic Republic of
tryis progressing rapidly in the field of science 2026’ at the Bharat Mandapam in New Delhi on February 15, 2026. [AFP] Iran Broadcasting (IRIB) said on Telegram.
and technology,” and it “shows the capability of Araghchi later wrote on X that he would meet
our country’s youth”, he said in an X post. after ChatGPT stunned the world, was called to produce sexualised pictures of real people, the head of the IAEA, Rafael Grossi, for “deep

It is the fourth annual gathering addressing  the Al Safety Summit. including children, using simple text prompts. technical discussions”. He is also scheduled to
the problems and opportunities posed by Al The meetings’ names have changed as they “Child safety and digital harms are also mov- hold talks with his Swiss and Omani counter-
after previous international meetings in Paris, = havegrowninsize and scope, and atlast year’s  ingup the agenda, particularly as generative Al parts and other international officials, Iran’s
Seouland Britain's wartime code-breaking hub Al Action Summit in Paris, dozens of nations  lowers the barrier to harmful content,” Al Asia foreign ministry said. “I am in Geneva with real
Bletchley. signed a statement calling for efforts to flank  Pacific Institute director Kelly Forbes told AFP. ideas to achieve a fair and equitable deal. What

Al tech with regulation to make it “open” and “There is real scope for change” although is not on the table: submission to threats,”
Tech giants “ethical”. it might not happen fast enough, said Forbes, Araghchi wrote.

Touted as the biggest edition yet, the Indian But the United States did not sign, with Vice =~ whose organisation is researching how Aus- Washington has dispatched Middle East envoy
government expects 250,000 visitors from  President JD Vance warning that “excessive  tralia and other countries are requiring plat- Steve Witkoff and President Donald Trump’s
across the sector, including 20 national leaders  regulation... could kill a transformative sector ~ forms to confront the issue. son-in-law Jared Kushner, the White House con-
and 45 ministerial-level delegations. just as it’s taking off”. Organisers highlight this year’s Alsummit as firmed on Sunday.

Also in attendance are tech CEOs including The Delhi summit has the loose themes  the first to be hosted by a developing country. The talks follow repeated threats from Trump
Sam Altman of OpenAland Google’s Sundar Pi-  of “people, progress, planet”, dubbed three “The summit will shape a shared vision for of military action against Tehran, initially over
chai, although unforeseen circumstances have  “suftras”. Althat truly serves the many, not just the few,” Iran’s deadly crackdown on anti-government
reportedly led Jensen Huang, head of US chip Al safety remains a priority, including the  India’s IT ministry has said. protests and more recently over its nuclear pro-
titan Nvidia, to cancel his planned appearance.  dangers of misinformation, such as deepfakes. Last year India leapt to third place, overtak- gramme. Western powers suspect the pro-

Modi will seek to “strengthen global part- Last month saw a global backlash over Elon  ing South Korea and Japan, in an annual global gramme aims to develop a nuclear weapon, an
nerships and define India’s leadership in the  Musk’s Grok Al tool because it allowed users  ranking of AI competitiveness calculated by allegation Tehran denies.

Al decade ahead” in talks with the likes of Stanford University researchers. On Friday, Trump said regime change in Iran
France’s Emmanuel Macron and Brazil's Luiz But despite plans for large-scale infrastruc- would be “the best thing that could happen”, as
Inacio Lula da Silva, organisers say. ture and grand ambitions for innovation, ex- he ordered asecond aircraft carrier to the Middle

But whether they will take meaningful steps Playing-Time perts say the country still has a long way to go East. Demonstrations against Iran’'s clerical
to hold Al giants accountable isin doubt, Amba before it can rival the United States and China. authorities were also held in several cities
Kak, co-executive director of the AI Now Insti- Seth Hays, author of the Asia Al Policy Moni- abroad over the weekend.
tute, told AFP tor newsletter, said talk at the summit would Iran’s deputy foreign minister, Majid Takht-

Indusiry commitments made at previous likely centre around “ensuring that govern- Ravanchi, told the BBC that Tehran would con-
events “have largely been narrow ‘self regula- ments put up some guardrails, but don’t throt- sider compromises on its uranium stockpile if
tory’ frameworks that position Al companies tle Al development”, Washington lifted sanctions that have crippled
to continue to grade their own homework”, F O CUSSE D “There may be some announcements for the economy:.
said Kak, a former Al advisor to the US Federal SUMMIT returns for fourth annual global more state investment in Al, but it may not Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
Trade Commission who is taking part in the gathering, following meetings in Paris, Seoul, move the needle much -- as India needs part- insisted any agreement must require the remov-
summit. and Britain's Bletchley Park. nerships to integrate on the international scene al of all enriched uranium and dismantling of

The Bletchley gathering, held in 2023, a year for AL” Hays told AFP. Iran’'s enrichment infrastructure. [AFP]
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Nepal ‘addicted’
to the trade in
its own people

» Around 2.5 million Nepalis
work abroad, most in the Gulf,
Saudi Arabia, India and Malay-
Sia.

» The money they send back
represents more than a third of
the country’s GDP.

AFP, KATHMANDU

udra Bahadur Kami re-

turned to Nepal through

a back door of Kathman-

du airport in a battered

coffin after working for
more than a decade in Saudi Arabia
to feed his family back home.

His eldest son, Lalit Bishowkarma,
21, was there to sign the papers. The
death certificate said he died of a
heart attack. He was 43.

Baggage handlers loaded the box
onto the bed of a truck like a piece of
lost luggage. There was no time for
ceremony. Two more lorries were
gueued up behind.

Every day the bodies of three or
four migrant workers are handed
back to their families at the airport,
the final transaction in a well-oiled
system -- overseen by the state -- that
helps keep Nepal’s economy afloat.

“He went to seek happiness for his
children and his family, and now his
body has returned in a coffin. It's un-
bearable,” his son said.

Officially around 2.5 million Ne-
palis work abroad -- 75 percent of the
population. Most toil on the building
sites of the Gulf and Saudi Arabia or
in hotels and factories there, while
others work in India and Malaysia.

The money they send back repre-
sents more than a third of the coun-
try’'s GDP, according to the World
Bank

Most migrants are young, driven
abroad by the chronic unemploy-
ment in South Asia’s poorest country
that helped spark the Gen Z uprising
that toppled 73-year-old prime min-
ister KP Sharma Oli’s government of
“the old” in September.

Just beyond the Chitwan National
Park, home of some of the last Ben-
gal tigers, the southern town of Madi
embodies Nepal's deep dependence
on the export of its people.

Dipak Magar, 39, is proud of the
small house he has built on a bend of
a rutted road. The cube of concrete
blocks topped with corrugated iron
sheets cost him three years of sweat
and sacrifice in aSaudi Arabian mar-
ble factory.

“I earned 700,000 Nepali rupees
($4,800), which was spent building
this house,” he said.

The father-of-four was rushing
to plaster the outside walls before

returning to work in Riyadh, leav-
ing his family and the snow-capped
Himalavas on the horizon behind vet
again.

“I need to feed my family and pro-
vide education for my children,” he
told AFP “It feels sad to leave my
family, but there is no job here.”

One of his brothers also works in
Saudi Arabia, another in Romania.

“We haven’t enough land to feed
all the family,” said his father, Dhana
Bahadur Magar, 60.

It was the same story across the
road, where Juna Gautam’'s two
daughters have gone to Japan. “Even
though they are educated, there are
no job opportunities here.”

Like many others, they went heav-
ily into debt to pay the employment
agencies that got them their jobs
there, she said.

Local councillor Birendra Baha-
dur Bhandar said 1,500 young people
-- in a district of some 50,000 souls
-- were working abroad.

It is no better elsewhere. Nepal's
steep mountain valleys are empty-
ing of their young.

Young Nepali men have long left
to fight for the British Army -- the
famous Gurkhas -- a tradition that
goes back to the late 19" century.

But the trickle of migration be-
came a torrent during the 10 years of
the Maoist insurgency that ended in
2006.

The young fled to the cities to
escape the fighting and they found
“this refuge in foreign employment”,
recalled Nilambar Badal of the Na-
tional Network for Safe Migration
(NNSM).

But the scale of the exodus has be-
come industrial over the last decade
as Nepal’s agriculture and tourism
industries have stagnated.

In 2016, the Department of For-
eign Employment (DoFE) -- the
government agency that oversees
migrant workers -- granted 287,519
permits to work abroad. Last yvear, it
issued nearly three times more.

Badal estimates that “almost half
of (Nepali) households are receiv-
ing remittances” -- money earned
abroad.

Migrant worker groups say the
government has become “addicted”
to the money to keep the economy
going.

Rather than developing local
industry, it promotes “foreign em-
ployment”, Badal insisted. “They are
expecting people to go out and send
the money back so that they can run
the country.

“We are a remittance-dependent
economy,” he added.

Former labour minister Sarita Giri
went further, saying the government
was at the heart of a “rotten and cor-

This photograph taken on January 21, 2026 shows Lalit Bishowkarma (hack C), son
of migrant worker Rudra Bahadur Kami, loading his father’s coffin onto a truck
upon its arrival at Tribhuvan International Airport in Kathmandu. [AFP]

rupt” system “exploiting migrant
workers and their families”.

She claimed the government’s
own licensed agency system that
sends people abroad was a “mafia”,
bought off with money paid “to po-
litical parties through government
officials. That is why this problem
has not been solved... The system is
so well-protected.

“The main plaver to blame is the
government,” she said.

A 2007 law was meant to regulate
the 1,000 or so employment agencies
-- known as “manpowers”. But crit-
ics say would-be migrant workers
are being made to pay 30 to 40 times
the official service charge.

Many are forced into debt to pay
the hundreds of dollars for visas,
permits and travel organised by the
agencies.

And the jobs they end up doing
are often far from what they are
promised.

Sanjib Ghoraisaine left for Qatar
last year thinking that he would be
cleaning the pool of a five-star ho-
tel. He found himself working as a
domestic servant being paid half of
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Nilambar Badal, Official, MN5M

what he was told and sleeping on a
floor.

“I paid 200,000 rupees ($1,350)
hoping for amonthly salary of $356,
and I had to take out a loan that I
took six months to pay off.”

It was only when he “threatened
to kill myself that my employer
agreed to let me leave”, Ghoraisaine
said, “and I had to pay for my return”.

His Nepali agent refused to reim-
burse him, offering to send him else-
where for free. But after not hearing
back for a month, Ghoraisaine com-
plained to the DoFE.

Some 14,843 Nepalis lost their
lives abroad between 2008 and 2025
-- 1,544 last year alone -- official fig-
ures show.

Few were recorded as workplace
deaths. The official death toll of for-
eign construction workers in the
run-up to the 2022 World Cup in
Qatar was similarly small. While lo-
cal authorities said less than 40 died,
NGOs insisted several thousand mi-
grant workers -- many from Nepal -
perished in deplorable conditions in
the extreme heat, often from heart
attacks.

Employment agencies deny they
are at fault for the abuses, blaming
the government for lack of enforce-
ment.

“If you look at the complaints
lodged with the Department of For-
eign Employment, only five percent
are due to faults of recruitment
agencies, while the remaining com-
plaints come from individuals who
travel on their own initiative,” said
Dhana MayaSinjali, of the Nepal As-
sociation of Foreign Employment
Agencies.

“Just making rules and policies is
not enough, DoFE should also moni-
tor them,” she said.

EUROPE

Foreign workers
face violence
and exploitation
in Croatia

When DD left his home in India for
Croatia last year, he expected his food
delivery work to be hard, with long
hours and low pay. He did not expect to
be spat at in the street.

Twice last vear the 27-vear-old from
Chandigarh was abused by groups of
young people while working. Some spat
at him, others shouted at him to “go back
to your own country” as they tried to
steal his delivery bag.

For the young foreign worker, one of
the tens of thousands drawn to the EU
nation every year, it was a rough wel-
come -- but one he said is increasingly
common among his colleagues.

As Croatia struggles with growing
staff shortages, particularly in its key
tourism sector, experts warn its badly
needed foreign workers are left vulner-
able to violence and exploitation.

“I just came to work and live peace-
fully” DD, who asked to be referred to
only by his initials, told AFP.

“We are not stealing jobs.”

Croatia has one of the five fastest-
declining populations in the European
Union, losing nearly 400,000 people over
the past decade, according to the World
Bank.

The shortages have driven a steady
rise in the number of workers arriving
from Asia -- particularly since Croatia
joined Europe’s passport-free Schengen
zone in 2023.

Last year, four out of 10 work and res-
idency permits were issued to Nepalis,
Filipinos, Indians and Bangladeshis,
mostly in the tourism, catering and con-
struction industries.

It is a dramatic change for a largely
conservative society with extremely lim-
ited experience of immigration from
outside Europe.

In WhatsApp groups used by DD’s fel-
low delivery riders, many share stories
of almost weekly attacks, with the worst
reporting broken jaws and cracked ribs.

While national crime data does not
break down rates by victims’ nationali-
ty, the number of crimes against Nepali
nationals rose sharply in 2024, outpac-
ing the roughly 50-percent growth of its
diaspora in Croatia.

But food delivery company Wolt said
many attacks on its delivery riders,
which are committed mainly by oppor-
tunistic young people, went unreported.

Most foreign workers arrive through
private agencies or employers that usu-
ally offer little support, according to
unions.

Some employers also offer overcrowd-
ed and unsafe housing at hefty rates.

Delivery rider Hasan, who did not give
his surname for fear of losing his job,
said he had been charged 270 euros
($319) amonth for an “unliveable” room
shared with five other men.

Breaches of arbitrary rules, such as a
visitor ban, could attract hefty “fines”
from his previous employer, who leased
him the room.

“It’s pure extortion,” said the 27-year-
old from India. [AFP]
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Oginga Odinga Road.
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Kilindini Plaza,
3" Floor,

Moi Avenue.

Tel: 0719-012836.

NAKURU
Merica Building,

2" floor,
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Tel: 0719-012869, 0719-012855.

HEAD OFFICE

The Standard Group Center,
Mombasa Road,

P.O BOX 30080-00100
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IMPORTANT ADVICE TO READERS: Please
‘make appropriate enquiries and take appropriate
‘advice and caution before sending money, incurring
‘any expense or intending to/making a binding

commitment in relation to an advertisement.

'THE STANDARD GROUP PLC shall not be liable
‘to any person for loss or damage incurred or
‘suffered as a result of the reader’s acceptance or
‘offer to accept an invitation contained in any

‘advertisement published in
' THE STANDARD.

Use The Standard’s DIGGER CLASSIFIEDS!
YOU'LL GET RESULTS!

The best place to get your A noticed

NAIROBI

& UPCOUNTRY

PERSONAL NOTICES

A9/LOST

LOST Title E/Wanga/Lubinu/
6486

LOST title deed Makuyu/
Kariaini/ block 1/823 Pauline
Muthoni Gichuki

LOSS of title thika / munyu
5842

'II-EEST title No:Nairobi/ 12672/

LOSS of Title Deed:Kisumu/
Kadero Got Nyabondo/1124

LOST title: Nanyuki Marura
Blklll/2971[Sweetwaters]of
Jackson Ndung'u Mwihuri.

LOST title: Timau/Timau
Blk7/340f Thomas Kinoti John

LOST Title: Cherangany/
Kapcherop /7 1155 Of William
Kipkorir Kanda

LOST Title Eldoret Municipality/
Block 23(Kingongo)/100

LOST title Gikondi/Kiirungi/994
of Gichuki Wambugu

LOST Title Kiplombe/Kiplombe
Block S[Kaptich)66 Lewa
Children's Home

LOST title LR NO Nairobi/Block
116/1078

LOSS of title deed Laikipia/
Kinamba block 1 / E%D?
(Mwenje)

LOST original lease LR 137326
LOST title Ndarugu/Gakoe/2617

LOSS of original Title for LR.
No. 1098/320 Nyeri Mhasibu
Investment Co. Ltd

LOST titles No Timauw/Timau/
Block 6 Antu Ba Mwitu/597 &
MNanyuki Marura Block 12/4704

LOSS of Land Certificate,
Gede/Dabaso/6.Contact:
0700187860

A22/NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICE

THE REGESTERED OWNER OF PLOT NO. THESENGES
KARIAF3GT? PROPOSES TO CHAMGE TS USE FROM
AGRICULTURAL WSSE TD RESIDENTIAL USE %"{
DWELLING UNITS] SUBIECT TO APPROVAL BY THE

GOVERNMENT NYERL. INDIVIDUALS, INSTITUTIONS,
ORGANIZATIONS E.T.CWITH ANY COMMENTS OR OBJECTION
TOTHE PROPOSAL ARE REQUESTED TO FORWARD THE SAME
‘IHH HHI]F‘IHF:H WITHIN ¥ DAYS OF PUBLICATION OF THES

COUNTY GOVERNMENT OF NYERL
P.OBOX ITI12-10100
NYERL
RPPOIG3

PUBLIC NOTICE

The registerad owner(s] of Plet MNeo
TransMara/Poroko/500 situated 1 km from
Kilgoris Town along Kisii-Kilgoris Road, Narok
South Sub County proposes to change the
Uiser from ral User to Mixed Use
(P55 & Restaurant) subject to the approval of
the Marok County Government. Any individuals,
institutions, organizations etc with
comments and or objections to this proposal

Convenlently Book your advert
In the $tandard Newspaper
at the comfort of your home
or wherever you are.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Physical and Land-uss 2019
EXTENSION OF o

The owner{s) of land No.NRB/BLK 41760
t nwhn ﬁﬁmln wm“g roval
o 8

by Nairobi City County Covemmant. Indniduale,
Institutions, Organizations et.c with concerns
or comments are requested to forward them in
writing within 16 days frorm the date of this notice
to:

Ruai area, proposes to Change its use from
Single Dwelling Residentlal to Commercial

cum Residential Use [Shops &

Apartments)
subject to approval by Mairobl City County.
Individuals, institutions, members of the public
etc. with comments and or objections to the

| are requested to forward them inwriting

within fuurtaanﬂi]dmnfthls notice to:
CECM; Bui Enﬁwmmdm

P.D.Huaﬂﬂﬁ-hﬁmﬂ
Name of registerad Planmer: Marvin Mubwiri
Mugambi Reg. No.z 0323

PHYSICAL AND LAND USE
PLANMING ACT [2019)
AMALGAMATION AND CHANGE OF USE

The registered owners of Land Title Mos.
Mavoke Towm Block 3/119455, 19454,
119497 and MB8488 located off Kangundo
Fnzd | In, fazka, Maupln Mypieinality wish to
amalgamate and change use from Agricultural
to Religious Facllity [Church] subject
to approval by the County Government
of Machakos. Individuals, institutions or
organizations etc. with objections or comments
to the proposal are requested to forward
the same in writing within 14 days of this
publication to:

THE CEC LAND AND PHYSICAL PLANNING,

COUNTY GOVERNMENT OF MACHAKDS

Is requested to forward them in writing within The CECM Environment and Urban
E:urtuan [14) days from The date of this notice ll:.:u

The County Exacutive Committse Member P-ﬂ-iﬂul -

Fh:::ull.lrhlmhnk Githalga
P.0 BOX B88-20500,
MNarok
PUBLIC NOTICE FORM PLUPA/DC/2
PHYSKCAL AN LARD USE PLAGRMNG PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTIFICATION FOR PROPOSED CHANGE mmm:.:hn#;nwmmm
OF USE NOTIFICATION “m TION &

The registered owner of plot No, Nalrobl/Block
136/172818 located off Kangundo Road within The registened W&xﬂflu&jii Pamm "ﬁ

within' Engineer Neigborhood, South

&
tEIhJ to approval by the County Government
5
Hﬂrﬂuuuﬁpdmduuh. Institutions or mambers of

the public with comments and or objections to the
pro are re to forward

Emnﬂylmmmﬁ I:nnl:la
B0 B T01- 20808
OLEALOU,
wwmm&m
NOD: 0145

PUBLIC NOTICE

PHYSICAL AND LAND USE
PLANNING ACT [NO.13 OF 2019)
RENEWAL OF LEASE

The Registered owner of Loc. 18/
Gacharageinl/ 966,10, located in Kahutl,
Murang'a County, wishes to renew its
lease, subject to approval by the County
Government of Murang'a.

Individuals, Institutions, members of the
public, etc., with comments and or objections
to the proposal are requested to forwand
them in writing within 14 days of the date of
this notice to;

County Executive Committes
Member, Lands, Physical Planning
and Urban
P.0. Box 52-10200,
MURANG'A.

ffm“ %‘%%
i__‘%. .rq_;’

THE NATIONAL LAND COMMISSION

NOTICE OF INTENTION TO ALLOCATE LAND

Tio The General Public and any other interssbed Parties

Notice Is hereby given that at the expiry
of 30 days from the date of publication
of this notice, the MNational Land
Commission [NLC) on behalf of the County
Government of Marsabit intends to regularize
tenwre of Land Parcel No. T1969/210 in Marsabit
County measuring 0.0461 Ha for residential
usa [Subject to terms, Covenants, Conditions
and reservations which shall be included in the
conveyance documents) in accordance with
Section 14 of the Land Act 2012

Any interested person wishing to raise any
comments may do so to the Chairman, NLC
within 15 days from the date of publication of
this notice.

In the absence of any valid objections, the
allocation shall take place at the ission's
office in Mairobi [316 Upper Hill Chambers 2
Ngong Avenue) as from 2.30 p.m on the next
waorking day following the expiry of this notice.

The terms of allocation arc available at the
Commission's offices in Mairobi and the office
of the Coordinator, NLC Marsabit County.

The parcel Is planned and surveyed, and
ownership details may be inspected at the
offices of the CECM in charge of Lands,
Marsabit. C , Director of Surveys, Nairobi
and NLC offices during working hours.

_.:":.l: ._.li_..:.-l'-'.;..,.r:'-..-\;'\:;. -

Gershom Otachi Bw'Omanwa
CHAIRMAN

FORMPLUPA/DC/3 (1. B[3)[x)

PUBLIC NOTICE

THE PHYSICAL & LAND USE
PLANNING ACT 130F
T
The Registered Owner of plot LR. HNe.
NM344/788 located off Keyole Spine Road in
Kayole area within Embakasi Central Sub-
County; Nairobi City County proposes to Change
the User from Residential to Medical Facility
[Clinic/Dispensary] subject to approval
by the Nairobi City County Government.
Individuals, Institutions, members of the public
gtc with comments, and or objections to the
development proposal are requested to forward
them In writing, within fourteen (14) days of this
notice to;
THE CECM; BUILT ENVIRONMENT & URBAN
PLANNING, COUNTY GOVERNMENT
OF NAIROBI,
P.0 BOX 30075~ 00100,
NAIROBI.

IN THE MATTER OF ARBITRATION
CHARLES GATIMU MWAL....c.cco0ciomeieie «.CLAIMANT

VERSUS
TABITHA NJANJA GICHIR! ALIAS TABITHA KARMA......
..................................................... 1* RESPONDENT
GEOMARK INVESTMENTLTD ......... 2" RESPONDENT

T0,

1. TABITHA NJANJA GICHIRI ALIAS TABITHA
KARUMA

2. GEOMARK INVESTMENTSLTD

TAKE NOTICE that the above matter is coming up
for hearing before the arbiter on the 5™ March, 2026
at 10:00am in the forencon or as soon as theraafter.
You may join and or reach out on this email address

kibiaf@dkco.afrika and kibiadorsen@gmail.com.
TAKE FURTHER MOTICE that failure to attend.

the hearing will take place your absance
notwithstanding.

TAKEN OUT BY NADOMI MURIITHI & CO. ADVOCATES,
P.0 BOX 14834 - 2000, PLUTOS BUILDING,
FLOOR , ROOM 18, KENYATTA AVENUE, NAKURL.

Email: naomibosire254{@gmail.com
On Thiz 16" day of February 2026

Buying or Selling
a House

and get
real value!

Rolex Building, Moi Avenue

Email:

classifiedads@standardmedia.co.ke

Tel:0719-012555

You can also scan this QR code

Buying

Advertise in

The Standard

and get real value!
Rolex Building, Moi Avenue

classifiedads@standardmedia.coke
. Tel: 0719-012555/ 0719-012910

AL
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PUBLIC NOTICE

THE PHYSICAL AND LAND USE PLANNING ACT

(NO.13 OF 2019)
CHANGE OF USER

The owner of the Parcel No LR NO; JUJA/KALIMONI BLOCK 3/226 located in
Kibute area, off Thika super-highway in Juja, Kiambu is proposing to change
the use of land from Agricultural land use to Residential Multi-dwelling
use [Flats), subject to approval by the County Government of Kiambu.

Individuals, Institutions, Organizations and other interested parties with
any planning comments/objections to the proposed development should
forward them in writing within fourteen [14]) days of this notice to:
CECM - LAND, HOUSING AND PHYSICAL PLANNING
COUNTY GOVERNMENT OF KIAMBU
P.0 BOX 2344 - 00900
KIAMBU

Plan. Daniel Kabiru G R.P.P 0321

PUBLIC NOTICE

PHYSICAL AND LAND USE
PLANNING ACT No 13(2019)
NOTIFICATION FOR PROPOSED
CHANGE OF USER

Notice is hereby given that the registered owner of Plot No. KABETE/
KARURA/4424 located at KABETE Sub-County KARURA area has
applied for permission to change the user from AGRICULTURAL USE TO
COMMERCIAL (SHOPS AND OFFICES] subject to approval by County
Government of Kiambu. Individuals, Institutions, Members of the public etc.
with objections or comments to the proposal should serve notice of such in
writing within fourteen [14) days of this notice to:
CECM - LANDS, HOUSING AND PHYSICAL PLANNING
COUNTY GOVERNMENT OF KIAMBU
P.0 BOX 2344-00900,
KIAMBU.
PHYSICAL PLANNER: KELVIN RITHO RPP NO. 0270

PUBLIC NOTICE

THE PHYSICAL & LAND USE PLANNING ACT [No. 13 of 2019)
CHANGE OF USE

The registered owner of Parcel No. JUJA/KALIMONI BLOCK 31/481
located off Gatundu-Juja Road , Juja Sub County proposes to
change its use from Residential ﬁllT(h Dwelling to Commercial
[Resort), subject to approval by Kiambu County Government.
Individuals, institutions, members of the public etc. with comments and/
or objections to the proposal are requested to forward them in writing within
fourteen [14) days of this notice to:

CECM, LAND AND PHYSICAL PLANNING
COUNTY GOVERNMENT OF KIAMBU,

Name of Registered Planner; Marvin Mutwiri Mugambi Reg No. 323

PUBLIC NOTICE

PHYSICAL AND LAND USE
PLANNING ACT NO.13 OF 2019
CHANGE OF USE

The owner of Land Title Number JUJA KALIMONI BLOCK 22/1007
situated in Witeithle Juja Sub County is proposing to change its use
from RESIDENTIAL SINGLE DWELLING UNIT TO RESIDENTIAL MULTI-
DWELLING UNITS [FLATS) subject to approval by the County Government
of Kiambu. Individuals, organizations, institutions etc. with objections or
comments on the proposal are requested to forward them in writing within
14 days of publication of this notice to:

THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBER [CECM)
LANDS, HOUSING, PHYSICAL PLANNING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT
KIAMBU COUNTY GOVERNMENT
P.0 BOX 2344-00900
KIAMBU.

Physical Planner: John Thomas Mbau R.P.P: 0284

PUBLIC NOTICE

PHYSICAL AND LAND USE
PLANNING ACT No 13 [2019)
NOTIFICATION FOR PROPOSED
CHANGE OF USER
Motice is hereby given that the registered owner of Plot No. RUIRU/
RUIRU EAST BLOCK 2/36306 located at Murera, Juja Municipality
proposes to change user from Agricultural Use to Residential Multi-
dwelling [flats) subject to approval by County Government of Kiambu.
Individuals, Institutions, Members of the public etc. with objections or
comments to the proposal should serve notice of such in writing within
fourteen (14) days of this notice to:
CECM - LANDS, HOUSING AND PHYSICAL PLANNING
COUNTY GOVERNMENT OF KIAMBU
P.0 BOX 2344-00900,

KIAMBU.
PHYSICAL PLANNER: MARVIN MUTWIRI RPP NO.

PUBLIC NOTICE

PHYSICAL AND LAND USE PLANNING ACT NO.13 OF 2019
CHANGE OF USE

The registered owner of Land Title Number RUIRU KIU BLOCK 2
F’BITHI.I RI})/29816 located in Ruiru Sub County, proposes to change its use

om Agi:ultuli to Educational [Pre-Primary] subject to approval by the
County Government of Kiambu. Individuals, institutions, members of the public
etc. with objections or comments on the f\l‘ﬂpﬂaﬂ are requested to forward them
in writing within 14 days of publication of this notice to:

The County tive Committee Member (CECM)
Lands, Housing, Physical Planning and Urban Development
“&u.nty Government of Kiambu
P.0 BOX 2344-00900
Kiambu.
PHYSICAL PLANNER: KELVIN RITHO R.P.P:0270

PUBLIC NOTICE

PHYSICAL AND LAND USE PLANNING ACT NO.13 OF 2019
CHANGE OF USE

The registered owner of Land Title Number RUIRU/ KIU BLOCK 2
ITHUNGURI)/2656 located in Ruiru Sub Cuuntyréfrupnses to change its use
om Agricultural to Educational (Primary]) subject to approval by the Cou
Government of Kiambu. Individuals, institutions, members of the public etc. wit
objections or comments on the proposal are requested to forward them in writing
within 14 days of publication of this notice to:
The County Executive Committee Member [CECM)
Lands, Housing, Physical Planning and Urban Development
Government of Kiambu
P.0 BOX 2344-00900
Kiambu.
PHYSICAL PLANNER: KELVIN RITHO R.P.P:0270

FORM PLUPA/DC/3 [re 3(3)(xi)

PUBLIC NOTICE

THE PHYSICAL AND LAND USE
PLANNING ACT [No. 13 of 2019)
CHANGE OF USE

The registered owner(s) of Title No. Dagoretti/Thogoto/8505 located within
Thogoto area in Kikuyu Sub-County, Kiambu County proposes to Change
its Use from Agricultural to Residential Multi-Dwelling Flats subject to
approval by the County Government of Kiambu. institution(s), individual(s),
or organization[s] with comments or objections to the proposal are requested
to forward the same in writing within fourteen [14] days of publication of this
notice to:

The CECM Lands, Housing, Physical Planning,
Municipal Administration & Urban Development,
County Government of Kiambu,

P.0. Box 2344-00900,

Kianiibic.

Registered Physical Planner: G. Samuel Mburu Reg. No. PP0247

REF: INVITATION TO PUBLIC MEETINGS FOR THE PROPOSED
RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT ON PARCEL PLOT LR. 205/66
(NAIROBI/BLOCK 22/180) RIVERSIDE DRIVE,
NAIROBI CITY COUNTY.

KP Housing Development Limited proposes to develop a Residential
Development comprising Eighteen storey residential building
comprising 212 apartment units having one bedroom, two
bedroom, two bedroom duplexes, four bedroom duplexes ad two
penthouses units apartments, a parking silo, supporting facilities
and amenities on PLOT L.R. NO. 205/66 [NAIROBL/BLOCK 22/180),
Westlands, Nairobi County with project coordinates; -1.2697,36.7902.
Pursuant to Section 17 of The Environmental [Impact Assessment And
Audit) Regulations, 2003 the proponent invites members of the public
to consultative meetings to be held as follows;

Wednesday 25 February 2026, Friday 27 February 2026 and
Saturday 28" January 2026

All meetings take place from 10:00 am at the proposed site
Along Riverside Drive, on plot L.R Number 205/66 (NAIROBI/BLOCK
22/180) Riverside Drive, Nairobi County with project coordinates;
-1.2697,36.7902

Patrick Njoroge
Email: njorogepatrick168@gmail.com.
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PUBLIC AUCTION

1. A plot measuring 0.042 Ha situated about 370 Meters off and
to the right of Karen - Ngong section of Ngong road, deviating
North-East of ACK Kipepeo Homes and about 900 Meters to
the North of Ngong Town Center, Ngong Township Area, Kajiado
County developed with a four bedroomed maisonette (master
ensuite)

2. A three [3 No.) Bedroomed [master ensuite] Maisonette
with a detached servant’s quarter situated within Phase |l of
Green Park Estate located off Mombasa Road approximately 3
Kilometers due South East of Devki Steel Mills in Athi River area,
Mavoko Township, Machakos County. The unit stands on a plot
measuring 0.05 Ha

3. A plot measuring 0.016 Ha or 0.03954 Acres developed with
a three bedroomed maisonette [master ensuite) and a domestic
servant quarter (DSQ) situated within Jacaranda Estate, off
Savannah Road in Jacaranda area of the larger Donholm, Nairobi
City County

&. A Four (4 No.) Bedroomed [master ensuite] Maisonette
with a detached servant’s quarter situated within Valley
Brook Gardens, Athi River area, Machakos Count

5. A 3bedroomed maisonette, 7 units of 2 bedroomed apartments
and 4 units of 3 bedroomed apartments within LONEVIEW
DEVELOPMENT, SYOKIMAU ESTATE, OFF MOMBASA ROAD,
SYOKIMAU - MLOLONGO WARD, MAVOKO CONSTITUENCY,
MACHAKOS COUNTY

6. A 3 bedroomed apartment and 2 units of 2 bedroomed
apartments located in the immediate neighborhood of
Diamond Hill Apartments within unnamed block of Flats, Athi
River, Machakos County

7. A plot measuring 0.125 Ha or 0.3089 Acres developed with
a three (3 No.) bedroomed bungalow and an ablution block
located along an unnamed earth surfaced road branching off
Imani road, within Mugutha area, Ruiru, Kiambu County

8. Two vacant plots measuring 0.81 Ha or 2.0007 Acres and
0.482 Ha or 119054 Acres located about 800 Meters and 700
Meters East of Desire (Flora) Kenya off Kitengela - Namanga
road branching off this road to the right at |sinya Feeds for about
2.0 Kilometers turning right for about 200 Meters to find the
properties to the left

9. A parcel of land measuring measuring 23.472 Ha situated
approximately 5 Kilometers off and to the left of Emali -Kimana
road deviating onto earth road junction at Kimana Township,
approximately 700 Meters South - East of Elchoro -Lormueti
Primary School and about 4 Kilometers South - East of Kimana
Township in Elchoro - Lormueti neighborhood of larger Kimana
Area, Kajiado County and developed with 14 No. Pig Sty Blocks,
External ablution block, Double storey concrete water tank
tower and Five (5 No.) septic tanks.

10. Avacant 0.748 Ha or 1.848 Acres situated about 1.3 Kilometers
off and to the left of Kiserian - Magadi tarmac (Magadi Road)
deviating onto Mwalimu Road at Mora Hill Houses Signboard
approximately 1 Km South of St. Patrick School, Kiserian in
Ole Moiko area, approximately 5 Kilometers South-West of
KiserianTownship, Kajiado County.

11. Afour (4 No.) bedroomed three storey residential house (master
ensuite) with a DSQ easily identified as House No. S240
developed on a plot measuring 0.0438 Ha or 0.10823 Acres
and situated approximately 100M from Northern Bypass Court,
Ruiru Constituency, Kiambu County.

12. An office suite identifiable as Office No. 7C (Seventh Floor),
Commodoore Office Suites, Kindaruma Road at the junction of
Wood Avenue and about SKilometers from Nairobi CBD within
Kilimani Business District, Nairobi County. Accommodation
Classroom, Office |, Office Il, Director's Office with exit to
Verandah, Passage way with high shelves, Office Ill, Kitchen,
Cloakroom with WC, WHB and wall mirror and Cloakroom with
WC, Urinal, WHB and wall mirror

13. 6 vacant plots each measuring 0.3400 Ha or 0.8401 Acres
and are situated approximately 2.5 Kilometers off Mombasa -
Malindi highway turning West at the Northern end of Shariani
Village about BOO Meters North of Gapco Petrol Station in
Vipingo Area, Kilifi County.

LOOKING FOR THE RIGHT TALENT?
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Duly instructed by our principal the financier, we shall sell the under

mentioned repossessed motor vehicle on Wednesday, 25* February
2026 as from 10.00Am.

é"a Speed Dial

i vansars e Belly . Mpcasiesrs 5 Ia segnnee

1. [KCH 264W|NISSAN CARAVAN WHITE |ABSOLUTE CHOICE
|CAR YARD

2. [KDM 669P TOYOTAFIELDER SILVER [CAPITAL DIAMOND
- THIKA

CONDITION OF SALE
1. The sale is strictly CASH AT THE FALL OF THE HAMMER.

2. Sale is subject to reasonable reserve prices.

’ % FORMER CDF OFFICES BALOZI RODAD
BRIGHT SEASDONS gr.c ecx 2282500400, Mairobl

¥ B Coll: 0722174818
g ﬁ%-' {-" TE@HEE RE & Ermall Srighseosorsauclioneens@gmail.com
Repossession, Realization of Charged Securities, Debt Collection and Investigation.

Duly instructed by our principals the financiers, we shall sell the under-
mentioned motor vehicle through public auction on 25* February,
2026 starting at 11.00 AM.

FINANCIER-VS-DEBTOR

KCQ 643L MAZDA DEMIOD EXECUTIVE YARD

CONDITIONS OF SALE
1. All interested buyers are requested to view the motor vehicles
during working hours.
2. Strictly cash at the fall of the hammer.

KEYSIAN &UCTIONEERS
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PUBLIC AUCTION

Under instructions from our principals, the chargees, in
exercise of their statutory power of sale, we shall sell by
Public Auction the under mentioned property and all the
improvements erected thereon.

1. SALE ON FRIDAY 27™ FEBRUARY, 2026 AS FROM
11:00A.M IN OUR OFFICES AT ASHA TRUST BUILDING,
2"° FLOOR, MERU ROAD MOMBASA.

All that property known as APARTMENT NO. 401 ON
L.R. NO. MAINLAND NORTH/18889 (ORIGINAL NO.
MAINLAND NORTH/1/3595, C.R. 56297) - EDEN BEACH
APARTMENTS AND SPA, SHANZU BEACH, MOMBASA
COUNTY in the name of ELKANA ALUVALE MUGALA &
ALICE ALUVALE. It is a leasehold interest for a term of 71
years w.e.f 1t December, 1981 at an annual ground rent of
Kshs. 39,560/=. The subject apartment known as Apartment
No. 401is a three (3 No.) Bedroomed Apartment (all ensuite)
located on the Fourth Floor and to the extreme left from the
central Courtyard within Eden Beach Apartments situated
about 2.5 Kilometers off and to the right of Mombasa -
Malindi highway deviating onto Serena road next to La
Mera Beach Apartments and one plot away from the Shaza
(Shanzu Beach Resort) in Shanzu area, Mombasa County.
Mains electricity services are connected into the subject
property while water is obtained from a borehole on the
mother property. Foul drainage is into a bio digester tank on
the mother property.

Conditions of sale
1. Allinterested bidders are requested to view the property

and verify the details for Themselves as the auctioneers
or the chargees do not warrant these,
2. Interested bidders must deposit Kshs. 1,000,000.00

in CASH OR BANKERS CHEQUE with the auctioneer
before being allowed to bid.

3. Sale is subject to a reserve price, and the auctioneer
reserves the right to reject any bid without giving any
reasons for doing so.

4. Interested bidders are requested to view the property
between 10.00 am and 5.00pm and our office will assist
the bidders to point out the property subject to prior
arrangement.

9. 10% of the purchase price must be paid to the auctioneer
at the fall of the hammer and the balance to be paid in 90

days to the chargees.

PAWABA AUCTIONEERS

Zlags B ductionears, Officia Coart Brokers, Court Bailiffs, Repozeessars. Dabt Collactores, Letate
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PUBLIC AUCTION

Under inatructions recatved from our clients we shall sals by PUBLIC AUCTION the undar mantionsd property topether with the
Wﬂlwmw.
LERUARY 2085 AT BUNGORMA SAl
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availabla for cornection
1. Allintending buyers are requested to view the property
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ON WEDMESDAY THE 25™ DAY OF FEBRUARY, 2028 AT OUR YARDS, STARTING FROM 10.00A. M.
FINANCIAR -V5- ERICK WAFULA MUGANDA
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1. |KDHS3IR [MADZAAXELA ___|PURPLE ROYAL STORABE AND AUCTION YARD KIAMBU RDAD
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1. Saleis subject to a reasonable reserve price.
2. Cash at the fall of the hammer

|ELDORET AUCTION CENTRE.
CONDITIONS DF SALE
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|8 Viewingon arrangement during working hours cn weeldays

2 * GARAM INVESTMIENTS

AUCTIONEEDRS

Western Heights, 5" Floor, Karuna Road, Westlands-Nairobi, P.O. Box 63279, 00619,
Wireless 020 2592949, 020 2592990, Cell: 0722 T15838 / 0TBG 318663,

Email: garam@africaonline.co.ke, Website: www.garam.co.ke

PUBLIC AUCTION

Under instructions received from our principals, we shall sell by public
auction the under mentioned properties together with buildings and
improvements erected therein.

PRIME RESIDENTIAL PROPERTIES IN TIGONI, LIMURU,
KIAMBU COUNTY

L R. Hu. 155!115

ON TUESDAY THE 3*° DAY OF MARCH 2026 AT 11:00 A.M AT OUR
OFFICES ON 5™ FLOOR, WESTERN HEIGHTS, KARUNA ROAD
WESTLANDS, NAIROBI

All these parcels of land known as L. R. NOS. 155/89, 93 & 115 PHASE
Il = ECHUKA COUNTRY ESTATE (PART) TIGONI LIMURU KIAMBU
COUNTY registered in the name of ECHUKA COUNTRY ESTATES
LIMITED c/o P.O Box 232-00219 Karuri and/or 13774-00800 Nairobi. The
properties are located within Echuka Country Estate Phase 2 situated
about a kilometre off Banana-Limuru Road branching off at the sign post
to Echuka Country Estate and about 500m past Kimlea Training Centre
within Tigoni Area, Kiambu County. Plot No. 155/89 measures 0.1508 of
a hectare (0.373 of an acre) approximately. Plot No. 155/89 is developed
with a three bedroom (all ensuite) bungalow (plinth area 2,450 sq.ft
approx.). Plot No, 155/93 measures 0.1390 of a hectare (0.3435 of an
acre) approximately and is undeveloped. Plot No. 155/115 measures
0.2834 of a hectare (0.7 of an acre) approximately. The plot is developed
with a six-bedroom (four ensuite) town house (plinth area 3,865
sq.ft). All three fitles are leasehold interests for a term of 99 years w.e.f
01.11.2013 at a peppercom annual ground rent (if demanded). Mains
eleciricity is connected to the properties while water is obtained from a
nearby borehole. Drainage is through ha septic tank.

N/B: the properties can be sold individually or collectively

CONDITIONS OF SALE

(1). All intending purchasers are requested to view the property and verify
the details as these are not warranted by the auctioneers. (2). A deposit of
10% each for property should be paid in cash or banker’s cheque at the
fall of ‘the hammer. The balance will thereafter be payable within ninety
(90) days for each property to the chargee. A bidding deposit of Kshs
1 million for each property by way of banker’s cheque(s) or cash
will be mandatory. Please note that failure to pay the balance by the
confirmed purchaser will result in forfeiture of all deposits paid (3).
For all the aforementioned properties details of encumbrances including
names addresses e.t.c. together with user and any other restrictions
plus rates/rents payable will be made available on request at our offices.
(4). Sale of the above properties will be subject to reserve prices and
land board consent if applicable. (5). Conditions of sale are available on
request at our offices and viewing of properties is possible during normal
working hours by prior arrangements with ourselves.

For hundreds of other properties, log on to www.garam.co.ke

ICON AUCTIONEERS.

Auctioneers, Repossessors, Debt Recovery Consultants, investigators, Couwrt Process server
Tambo Co-op House, Mol Avenua
P.D. Box £0781-00100.Cell: 0722 488 4486, 0723 113 920, 0110 012 010, 0717 056 868
Email: iconauctions@gmail.com www.iconauctions.co.ke

PUBLIC AUCTION
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OTOR VEHICLE REGESTRATION NO: KGN 701V [ TOYOTA HIACE]

SUNA V- MORRES KANGA MWENDA, ALFRED MUGENDI KANGA & MARY
MOTOR VEHICLE REGISTRATIO HN0: K 79E 1SUZU BUS COACH

CLEVERLINE AUCTIONEERS
ALUCTIONEERS, REFOSSESSORS. PRIVATE COMMERCIAL INVESTIGATORS,
p DEET COLLECTORS AND COURT PROCESS SERVIGES
Head Office Meru Branch Hairobl Branch
lagir Singh Chal Bullding, 2~ Floor, Wing A Rewa House View Park Towers,
Mext to Hill Court Resort & Spa, 2" Floor, Rm § 9™ Floor
Along Makuru-Mairobi Highway P.0 Box 600, Maru Wing A [Watts)
P.0 Box12585-20100, Nakuru M/L 0728 824642 P.0 Box 3041-00200,
Tel: 051-2213350, M/L 0722840497 Tel= 0737 873 781
Emall:clever.linefiyahoo.com / infocleverineauctionsers.co. ke Wairobi

PUBLIC AUCTION

Duly instructed by our principals the chargee, we shall sell by public suction the under mentioned
property on Tuesday 10°" March, 2026 at Narok Town, outside the Main Post Office at 11.00 a.m.All
that place of land known as LR: NOs. CISMARA / OLELESHWA / 18150 - 18188 DUKA MOJA AREA -
NAROK NORTH SUB - COUNTY NAROK COUNTY. Registered in the name of ALLAN LEMAYAN TWALA
measuring 35 plots measures approximately each 0.042 Ha l.e 0.104% of an acre thereabouts. The
properties comprising 39 parcels are situated in Duka Moja Area, Narok Morth Sub - County of Narok
County. The properties lies approximately 5.5 kilometres Southeast of Katakala Shopping Centre. They are
about 650 metres off Narok — Bomet tarmac road deviating about 100 matres aftar Enkishomi Sidai Free
Pentecostal Fellowship Church and about 1.0 kilometers Northwest of Narok Town. 6PS Coordinates:
-1'04'50.5"5 35" 4T"07.5"E.

sh slsissiseoc bl CONDITION OF SALE

[ interestedfiirchasers are requested to view the property and verify all the details for themselves as
these are not warranted by the auctioneer or the chargee.

r  25% deposh must be paid in cash or bankers cheque at the fall of the hammer and the balance to be
pald within 90 days to the chargee's office from the date of sale fallure to which the deposit money will
be forfeited.

v deposit of Kshs. 100,000/= must be paid direct to the Auctioneer before being Issued with a bid
number, refundable after sale or be part of the purchase price to the declared purchaser.

' highest Bidder will be declared the purchaser and the sale Is subject to & reserve price and
confirmation by the charges.

ALL ARE WELCOME
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ole P.0. Box Number 29107-00100
Pine Tree, Kaburu Drive, Nairobi, Kenya

MOTOR VEHICLES FOR SALE

We are inviting offers from interested parties for the purchase of motor vehicles in our car yards
murltr,rwidu as listed below:

[ MODEL/MAKE u‘“,ﬁ YARD/LOCATION Prigriy
IKCI0Z9R  TToyots Vitz [ 2009 |Kisumu - Car Yard - Kanyamedha (Cars) | 500000
[KDC9B1S [Toyota Spade 2014 [Nairobi - Car Yard - Kiambu [Cars) 720000|
[KCJO33K [Toyota Harrler 2009 |Kisumu - Car Yard - Kanyamedha (Cars)
IKDNSS7U [Toyota Fielder 2016 |Mombasa - Car Yard - Ferry [Cars) 190000
[KCX284) [Toyota Probox 2014 [Mombasa - Car Yard - Ferry [Cars) 722500
IKCMB45N_[Toyota Vanguard 2010 |Nairobi - Car Yard - Klambu [Cars) 1170000
[KDBBSSD |Nissan March 2013 |Nairobi - Car Yard - Kiambu [Cars) 458000
[KCG480D [Toyota Auris 2008 |Nairobi - Car Yard - Kiambu [Cars) 875000
[KBY664S |Mazda Demio 2007 [Mombasa - Car Yard - Ferry [Cars) 255000{
[KDC32IN  [Nissan March 2014 |Nairobi - Car Yard - Kiambu [Cars) 405000
[KCLS7IU  |Mazda Demio 2010 |Nairobi - Car Yard - Kiambu [Cars) 416000,
[KCJ324R  |Nissan Wingroad 2009 |Nairobi - Car Yard - Kiambu [Cars) 320000}
[KCO793P |Mazda Bongo 2008 |Nairobi - Car Yard - Kiambu [Cars) 272000
[KBZ362V |Mazda Premacy 2007 |Nairobi - Car Yard - Kiambu (Cars) 459000
[KCV331T  [Subaru Impreza 2012 [Nairobi - Car Yard - Kiambu [Cars) 680000
IKBT543B |Nissan X-tral 2005 |Meru - Car Yard - Kathita [Cars] 320000
[KDH123U  |Nissan Vanette 2015 _|Nairobi - Car Yard - Kiambu [Cars) 722500
[KCS394W [Suzuki Alto 2011 |Nairobi - Car Yard - Kiambu [Cars) 255000/
[KBS1975 _ [Volkswagen Touareg 2005 |Nairobi - Car Yard - Kiambu [Cars) B10000)
|KBWS40R |Nissan Bluebird 2006 |Kisumu - Car Yard - Kanyamedha [Cars) | 255000
[KBT70BU |Mercedes C 180 Compressor | 2005 |Kisumu - Car Yard - Kanyamedha (Cars] | 425000
[KCC442L |Nissan Vanette 2008 |Nairobi - Car Yard - Kiambu [Cars) 486000
[KDETIBC  |Nissan Advan 2004 |Mombasa - Car Yard - Ferry [Cars) 255000
IKCNB4BM [Toyota Rumion 2010 |Nairobi - Car Yard - Kiambu [Cars) 467500|
IKDEIBTP  [Suzuki Alto 2016 |Nairobi - Car Yard - Kiambu [Cars) 400000
|HE‘.|'E|]EL Nissan Note 2012 |Mairobi - Car Yard - Kiambu [Cars) 382500
[KDGE30N |Nissan Note 2014 |Mairobi - Car Yard - Kiambu [Cars) 493000
[KCMSB7E [Toyota Probox 2012 |Kisumu - Car Yard - Kanyamedha (Cars) | 360000
[KBNSBB7P [Toyota Premio 2004 |Meru - Car Yard - Kathita [Cars) 450000|
[KDESS5U |Mazda Bongo 2014 |Kisumu - Car Yard - Kanyamedha (Cars) | 585000
[KCM129H [Toyota Succeed 2010 |Meru- Car Yard - Kathita [Cars] 425000
IKBTS70M [Toyota Avensis 2005 |Mairobi - Car Yard - Kiambu [Cars) 467500
[KBSBBAC [Toyota Townace 2004 |Kisumu - Car Yard - Kanyamedha (Cars) | 315000
[KCP434W [Toyota Landeruiser 2015 |Mairobi - Car Yard - Klambu [Cars)

Viewing of MOTOR VEHICLES to be done at MOGO Car Yards, [call 0114823694) for directions) to verify
the details, as SALE IS "ON-AS-IS WHERE-15-BASIS".
Bids should be submitted through email: cars.sales@mogo.co.ke (as well put down your mobile
number on the mail) or drop in a sealed envelope and clearly marked "Tender for Motor Vehicle®
addressed to:

Mogo Auto Ltd, Pinetree, Kaburu Drive

P.0 Box 8979 - 00100

NAIROBL.
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DIRECT “0” AUCTIONEERS

Auctioncers, Bealipation of secanities. Repossesses. Twoestigatons & Deby (Pollection

House
Ground Floor, VAT: 0144563P CELL: 0724 853 351
F.O. Box 13041 - 20100, PIN ND: 1001123275G o721 105 337
Malkouru EMAIL: danmurd@@gmail.com 0720 680 495

PUBLIC AUCTION

I; Instru our principals, we on 26TH*" February, 2026 start|
shall | by uhll:: au::tlnn the under mentioned vehicle stored I:yh

to reserve value
i, El.ﬂ:jat:t l’uan’f ca:uaats

CLASE "B"
Cosads Housa, 1™ Floor P00, Bioog S68 — 0400
Adnhhtmtlnn Road VAT Mo. A003STO0ESY e
“Matio-Honest

@ SSEBO INTEL COMPANY AUCTIONEER

PUBLIC AUCTION

Under court warrants issued by the Migorl Chief Magistrate's court CMC CIVIL SUITS. NOS', E284, ES05

. LTD WORKSHOP WITHIN THE FACTORY AND SHALL BE SOLD fp-sitw WHILE THE CONDUCT OF
THE AUCTION SHALL TAKE PLACE IN DUR OFFICES IN MIGORI TOWHM, COSADE BUILDING 1* FLODR.

CONDITION OF SALE
1. All interested purchasar(z) are requested to view and varify the details at South Nyanza Sugar Co. ltd
warkshap for these are not warranted by the Auctioneer
2. Sale is subject to a reasonable reserve price.
3. Viewing would be facilitated with prior arrangement with us.
4, Cash at the fall of the hammer

MOGO AUTOLTD

P.0. Box Number 29107-00100
Pine Tree, Kaburu Drive, Nairobi, Kenya

MOTORCYCLES & TUKTUKS FOR SALE

ﬁﬂlmumnﬁushmmmhh purchasze of motorcycles and tuktuks In our boda yards
i [ IIHIHHM

Kitale - Branch - Kitale Printers [Bodas
|EHLLE iHﬂ~M~Mm[EE
KMEP440X |Mairobi - Branch - Langata [Bodas
KMERT/3K |Mairobd - Branch — Rulru _
|l'lI.IE'|.I'355"|I' il'f.d:mnut-ﬂmn:d! - Opp. Coca Cola Depot [Bodas / Cars !%

25,387 2020|Sonlink 51150 Kd
15,000| 2020|Sonlink S1 150 M1
40,834 2020|Boxer Bm X150
#E,ﬁi 2020/1vs Hix 150
au.sm !ﬂlﬂ ol 'Iﬂ-l
20,453 2020 wlﬂﬂl'l
25.573 2020|Haojin H| 125-a
20,10%5| 2020 125 Co
31,208( 2020 Tvs Basic 100
40408 2020 Hix 100 Plus Es
] 2020| Boxer Bm 100
50.555 2021| Baxer Bm X150

........

Kisumu - Branch - Fire Station [Bodas

Kisumii - Branch - Fins Station [Bodas

Mairobi - Branch = Ruiru

Kabarnet - Branch - Coca Cola

Kisumu - Branch - Fire Station [Bodas
KMGCE25X |Nairobi - Branch - Ruinu [Bodas

KMGEBOET |Malindi - Branch - EBEEED:FHIEH&

|WEEHD‘H i!{!mh*ﬂl‘m:h Spoton [Bodas / Cars
KMGF38BK |Kisii - Branch ESNM!.I'E!H

m Branch - mmm&wtmsm
!M Lud'nu Branch-0 EELPTmuwtu-n[BHufﬂn
{KMGGBA3F |Kisli - Branch - mmmmunm

Viewing of MOTORCYCLES and TUKTUKS to be done at MOGO BODA YARDS, (call 0768488112] for
directions] to verify the details, as SALE IS "ON-AS-IS WHERE-15-BASIS".

Bids should be submitted through emailt info@mego.co.ke (a5 well put down your mobile number on the mail]
of drop in a sealed envelope and clearly marked “Tender for Motor Vehicle® addressed to:

Mogo Auto Ltd, Pinetres, Kabura Drive

P.0 Box 9978 - 00100

UPSCALE Warnarema Bullding 3rd Floor Room D
P.0. Box 1847-00100 Nairobi-Kenya
HeTIoEery Cell: 0712 343861/ 0721 442979

Email: upscaleauctioneers@gmail.com
Licensed Auctioneers, Debt Coffectors, Re-passessors & investigotors

PUBLIG AUCTION

instructed shall sell mentioned

Kiambu County. It lies about 200 metres sast of KAG Thamanda Church
from Thamanda Training Centre. The GPS Co-ordinates: [1.186158, 36.643882]

CONDITIONSs OF SALE
1. All interested purchasers are requested to view and verify the details for these are not
warranted by the Auctioneers or our clients,
- Bidding of Kshs 50,000/=

4. The sale is subject to reserved price and

instructed by our the LANDLORD, we shall sell the under mentioned goods by
Auctionon 24" FEBRUARY 20256 AT OUR OFFICES STARTING AT 10:30A.M
Lummnn-ﬁ-m KITUR

lﬂkzguuc'rlhdar small oval coffee table, Lshape sofaset

The Standard

KENYA'S BOLD NEWSPAFER

Ad Center

;mﬂ::.twm e 0“@“ Weektlavs 3.003“1 - 5.00'"11

Dl ol /WG TSRO SO 1 FOPEAT ST LU o Saturdays 9.00am - 12.00pm

L e et e ROLEX BUILDING - MOI AVENUE,

R e @ dlassifiedads@standardmedia.co.ke
R 0 5 i A e ey 6 eme kil oo Tl @ 07]9 0] 2555, 2909, 29]0

Condition of sale
Cash at the fall of the hammer
MALINDI
STARTRUCK AUCTIONEERS Kasualina Road Next to
M School
INVESTMENTS YARD LTD e g ory

STORAGE AND AUCTION FACILI TIES
MOMBASA

Along Pastor Lal Rd
0701182 524

DIANI

Along Ramisi Road

0746 264 478 h

9 FIND US NEARYOU

KITALE

Alang Kitale Cherangani
Road
0726846539

Meru Nairobi Highway
Opp. Woodlands
Hospital

739933

NYAHURURU

Nyahururu Town Straight Road
near KCB Bank
0724996139

NYERI

Skuta Area
0769 615 968
0729716 821

THIKA

Behind Shell Petrol Station
Near cravers
0795330178

HEAD OFFICE
Junction

0721310 340

0708183142

EXECUTIVE STORAGE YARD

Near Eden Ville Estate Next To Total Petrol Station
Kiambu Road

o7 270772

Looking to sell...

your plot of land?

Looking
to hire
qualified
personnel?

Advertise in

The Standard

KENYA'S BOLD NEWSPAPER

Classifieds and
reach the
right people!

For bookings Call us on: 071901 2555/2910
or Email us at:
advertising@standardmedia.co.ke

® 0719012 910/ 2555
@ classifiedads@standardmedia.co.ke
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Mon & Tue *
3:00PM

DIGGER /™ N Sandand
SHOP ['N, \ g services

Efficient. Flexible. 24/7

Shop Smart.

Shop Digger

D/g It Shop ”' LOVE /z‘ ; ©C 0 e 0 e

o @

Catch Shop.Digger Show every Saturaay at 6:30pm
on KIN and enjoy exclusive discounts

— #ShopSmartWithDigger #ShopDiggerKe

Yolanda Mulwa 48-hour

Visit shop.digger.co.ke and sign up today.

delivery ,

TOSHOP  WATCHUS NOW ON: DSTV 272 | Go TV18 | ZUKU 12 | STAR TIMES DTH 510 | PANG 104
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SPOTLS

Rugby. Kenya Shujaa and Lionesses have a lot to work on Page 48

Scan hereto give us
feedback on these
stories and more.

» Defending champion Evans
heads strong Toyotalineup as
46 drivers confirm Safari Rally
entry

» Multiple Safari champion
Tundo, double African winner
Karan and WRC3 defending
champion Sachania among lo-
cal charges.

OCHIENG OYUGI, NAIROB!

ollowing completion of the
second leg of the 2026 World
Rally Championship (WRC),
the Rally Sweden at the
weekend, focus now shifts to
WRC Safari Rally that is set for the sce-
nic Naivasha terrains on March 12-15.

Welshman Elfyn Evans will head to
the Safari buoyed with Rally Sweden
victory where he stretched his points
margin to 60 at the weekend, help-
ing Toyota Gazoo Racing World Rally
Team (WRT) to maintain a grip of the
constructor’s leaderboard on Sunday:.

Evans is among the strong list of 46
drivers who have confirmed entry for
the Safari Rally where he is aiming to
successfully defend his last year’s vic-
tory.

He is determined to lead Toyota to
a sixth consecutive triumph in Naiva-
sha since WRC return on Kenyan soil
in 2021

World Driver’s champion, Sebastian
Ogier of France will also ply trade for
the Japanese motorsports outfit, with
focus to net a third Safari Rally indi-
vidual win in Kenya.

Oliver Solberg also lines up for the
stellar cast for Toyota in the Safari. The
Swedish dare devil heads to Naivasha
buoyed with victory in the opening leg
of the 2026 WRC held in Monte Carlo
(France) in January where he thrust
Toyota to the top of the constructor’s
leaderboard.

Safari Rally two-time podium finish-
er Takamoto Katsuta and rising Finnish
star Sami Pajari round off theimposing
Gazoo Racing WRT cast in the Safari.

South Korea's Hyundai Racing WRT
has alsobrought out its best as it chases
an elusive first Safari Rally title having
been the only team to stop a complete
Toyota podium sweep since 2021.

Belgium’s Thierry Neuville, the 2024
world champion, headlines the team as
he bids to end his string of bad luck in
the Safari.

Frenchman Adrien Fourmaux, who
joined Hyundai from American outfit
Ford M-Sport Puma WRT, and Finn-
ish ace Esapekka Lappi, will pilot the
other Hyundai cars. Irishmen Joshua
McErlean and Jon Amstrong will lead
the M-Sport Puma charge that has en-

It’s man versus
machine moment
one more time
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Elfyn Evans from Great Britain navigated by Scott Martin driving Toyota Yaris at the Super Special Stage in Kasarani. [Stafford

Ondego, Standard]

Special Stage in Kasarani. [Stafford Ondego,
Standard]
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Gregoire Munster from LUX, navigated by Louis Louka driving FORD Puma at
Soysambu Ranchin last year’s WRC Safari Rally. [ Stafford Ondego, Standard]

tered two cars to bring the WRT entries
for the Safari Rally to 10 WRC Rally 1
machines.

Away from the main category, top
local drivers have also made strong en-
tries into this year’s Safari Rally, with
Carl Tundo, a five-time Safari Rally
champion (during its WRC hiatus) the
most recognised. Two-time Africa Rally
Champion (ARC) Karan Patel will also
use Safari Rally to launch his bid for a
third ARC title which he said he is going
for thisseason. Patel has so farsaid that

the dreaded knee-high volcanic dust,
that normally gives drivers nightmares
in Kedong, is his greatest Safari Rally
nightmare.

“Im working hard to overcome that,
hopefully my Ford Fiesta Rally2 does
the magic in Naivasha this year,” Patel
said at a ceremony last week.

Current junior ARC champion Sam-
man Singh Vohra has vowed to go the
trophy in Naivasha, same with paraple-
gic driver Nikhil Sachania, who will be
out to defend his WRC3 category at the

MARCH
12-15

When this year's WRC Safari Rally
will be held

46

Drivers who have confirmed
participation in this year's Safari Rally

Safari Rally. “Last season was a good
outing in the Safari, my co -driver Deep
Patel and I came home with trophies,
and that is what we will be out for this
year,” said Sachania.

The ladies are also well-represented
in thelist, with local favourites Tinashe
Gatimureturning with her mother Car-
oline Gatimu in a Ford Fiesta Rally3, an
upgrade from a Subaru Evo they were
using last season.

“Already we have planned for sever-
al test drives ahead of the Safari, even
though we thirst for the main trophy,
our mission is still basic- just to take the
car home in one piece, “Tinashe said.

The all-lady duo of Pauline Shegu
and Linet Ayuko have also entered a
Subaru, with Nairobi based lady driver
Lisa Cristoferssen also in the mix.

This year's Safari Rally will cover
a total competitive distance of 350.02
kilometers, supported by a liaison dis-
tance of 842.9 kilometers, in line with
FIA requirements.

The four-day event will be based in
Naivasha, a move designed to meet the
FIA 2026 sporting regulations on dis-
tances and crew working hours, mov-
ing away from the usual ceremonial
flag off in Nairobi.

On Thursday, March 12, there will be
a shakedown at the newly introduced
Nawisa stage. This will be followed by a
ceremonial flag off before the cars pass
Camp Moran and Mzabibu stages.

Sunday, March 15, marks an electric
day of action as cars rev off from Os-
erengoni, Hell's Gate, before passing the
Wolf Power Stage in the afternoon, cul-
minating in the prize-giving ceremony.

eoyugi@standardmedia.co.ke
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What Faith’s transition to road
racing means to athletics family

» If she fully transitions to mara-
thon, a race to maintain the Ken-

yan dominance in the women'’s
1500m begins.

» Kipyegon ran an impressive
29:46 while winning her10km
road race debut.

STEPHEN RUTTOQ, ELDORET

ince 2023, three-time Olym-
pic champion Faith Kipyegon
had hinted at long distance
racing.

And on Sunday, she styl-
ishly put into action her long distance
running dream, winning her 10km
road race debut at the Monaco Run in
an imposing 29:46 victory.

The warning shot was not a huge
surprise fora 1500m athlete who trains
with marathon big shots at the Global
Sports Communication in Kaptagat.

Her long runs in Kaptagat in-
volve training with stars who possess
the world’'s most impressive CVs in
marathon racing as well as rising run-
ners kicking off their journey to star-
dom.

After the Sunday contest, the
32-year-old, who ran her world track
mile record of 4:07.64 in Monaco in
2023, now sits joint 14" on the world
all-time list for the road 10km - an
event whose world record of 28:46 is
held by compatriot Agnes Jebet Nget-
ich.

“It’s a matter of learning, to know
how the roads work. I normally talk
of doing a marathon in the future, so
this is the start,” Kipyegon told World
Athletics on Sunday.

Before Sunday, her last successful
long distance race was at the Sirikwa
Classic World Cross Country Tour in
February 2023, in which she emerged
the winner and went ahead to storm
to a world record in the women's

I n
L

Kenya's Faith Kipyegon celebrates after wi

-, "\---.

T .-
B, Yo L s

ing gold medal in women's 1500m

at last year's World Athletics Championships, in Tokyo. [ AFP]

1500m and 5000m in the Diamond
Leagues.

Nicknamed the ‘smiling assassin,
the three-time Olympic champion,
who also owns four world 1500m ti-

tles and a world 5000m crown, has
also previously hinted at handing
over the 1500m mantle to younger
athletes. Among 1500m stars to
watch in the race to fill Kipyegon’s

KIPYEGON'S SELECTED
ACHIEVEMENTS:

® 1500m world record - 3:48.68

W The Mile record = &:07.64

w World Championships 1500m
- 4 gold medals

® Tokyo World Championships
5000m -1 gold medal

W Breaking4 Attempt — £:06.42 in
the Mile

big shoes are world silver medallist
Dorcus Ewoi and Olympian Nelly
Chepchirchir.

“I am so happy to see the next
generation of 1500m athletes such
as Nelly Chepchirchir especially
now that I am planning to transi-
tion to long distance. They will be
taking the baton because this has
been our event for a long time and
I don’t want to see us losing the
1500m,” Faith Kipyegon said in Nai-
robi in July last year.

She has been measured in ad-
dressing her transition to the mar-
athon.

Last December, she was not sure
whether she would commence her
road racing chapter in 2026, but her
maiden 10km set the pace for what
is likely to be a significant shift in
her athletics career. She passed the
5km mark in 14:59 in the Sunday
race.

In December 2023, just months
after Kipyegon hinted at a mara-
thon run in the future, decorated
marathon legend Paul Tergat who
was the National Olympic Com-
mittee of Kenya (NOC-K) President
at the time, predicted what he de-
scribed as a “huge success” if Kipy-
egon transitions to the marathon.

Tergat said Kipyegon had the
right tactics and mental fitness to
make waves in long distance run-
ning.

srufto@standardmedia.co.ke
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Kenya's that has been unveiled a for the
Magical Kenya Open. [ Stafford Ondego, Standard

Snow leads Kenya’s
12-man squad for
Magical Kenya Open

Kenva has unveiled a12-man squad for
the 57th edition of the Magical Kenya
Open, setting stage for what officials
believe could be the country’s strongest
showing in years.

10 players were submitted to the DP
World Tour, with reserve slots strength-
ening the final list.

Kenya Open Golf Limited chairman
Patrick Obath is confident that most local
players will make a cut this time around.

“This season, the players have enjoyed
far greater competitive exposure com-
pared to previous years. I see no reason
why three or four Kenyan players should
not make the cut this year. If theydon't, I
honestly won't know what to tell them,”
said Obath.

Members of the Professional Golfers of
Kenya (PGK) have featured in several
regional and international tournaments
this season, including the Equator Tour
and Sunshine Development Tour, a build-
up widely viewed as critical to improving
Kenya's competitiveness on home soil.

The 2026 Magical Kenya Open will fea-
ture a full field of 144 players from more
than 30 countries.

Kenya brings the largest contingent
with 18 players; 12 professionals and six
amateurs followed by South Africa with
17 players, who'll be led by defending
champion Jacques Kruyswijk.

The field also includes five past MKO
winners and six top-ranked players from
the PGA Tour.

[Stafford Ondego]

NBA
:l‘:'l'-T."t.'.\'s?i‘-r

LeBron still unclear on his NBA future

LeBron James has no clue if he will play
bevond this season, his record 23rd in the
NBA, but the superstar has some projects
in mind for his retirement days.

The 41-year-old Los Angeles Lakers for-
ward spoke Sunday ahead of the NBA All-
Star Game, saying his playing future
bevond this season remains uncertain.

“Yeah, I want to live,” James said of his
post-season plans.

“When [ know, you guys know. I don’t
know. I have no idea. I just want to live,
that's all.”

James, the NBA's all-time scoring leader
and a four-time NBA Most Valuable Player,
said the uncertainty about his future will
not impact his efforts to spark the Lakers

to the NBA title, which would be a fifth for
“King James” in his landmark career.

“This is beginning towards the post-
season so it has nothing to do with that,”
James said.

“Same motivation, same mind factor.
We've got past the marathon and now the
sprint is about to start. I think everybody
understands that.”

James has averaged 22.0 points, 7.1
assists, 5.8 rebounds and 1.1 steals a game
this season for the Lakers, who rank fifth
in the Western Conference at 33-21.

After battling sciatica at the start of the
campaign, James says health will be a cru-
cial factor for the Lakers in the remainder
of a campaign that has seen star Luka

Doncic and other battling injuries.

“Our success is going to come down to
obviously I think our health, our coach
staff putting us in the right position,”
James said.

“I think they’'re going to give us the
game plan every night. But when it comes
to what we have to work with, we have to
actually go out and see it.”

“We haven't been able to have an oppor-
tunity much this vear.”

James has already mentioned that he
would like to become an NBA team owner
when his playing days are done, but that’s
far from his only post-playing pursuit.
[AFP]

Los Angeles Lakers’ LeBron James in action against the New Orleans
Pelicans. [AFP]
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Gor Mahia’s thirst for

SPORTS | 4/

title begins to take shape

» Sofapaka sink deeper as relegation
fight heats up.

» K'Ogalo move six clear from Ingwe at
the top.

WASHINGTON ONYANGO, KISUMU

or Mahia stretched their lead at

the top of the SportPesa Premier

League table after a hard-fought

2-1 win over APS Bomet, opening a

six-point gap as the 2025-2026 title
race begins to take shape.

The victory pushed K'Ogalo to 43 points af-
ter 20 matches, giving them some breathing
space ahead of second-placed AFC Leopards,
who dropped points in a goalless draw against
Bandari.

Gor Mahia's win away to Bomet was not easy,
but it underlined their growing authority in
the title race. With 13 wins already this season,
they are showing consistency at a crucial stage
of the campaign.

Their closest challengers, AFC Leopards,
failed to keep pace after being held 0-0 by
Bandari in a tight contest that saw both sides
cancel each other out. Leopards remain second
on 37 points, but the gap now looks significant
as the season moves intoits final stretch.

Shabana took advantage of Leopards’ slip
to strengthen their own push near the top. A
convincing 2-0 win over Posta Rangers lifted

them to 34 points, keeping them firmly in the
title conversation.

Murang’a Seal also continued their impres-
siverun, edging Sofapaka 3-2in an entertaining
clash. That win took Murang’a to 33 points, just
one behind Shabana, and confirmed their sta-
tus as serious contenders in what is becoming
a crowded chasing pack.

Homeboyz, Kenya Police, and KCB remain
within touching distance but will feel pressure
to improve their consistency.

Kenvya Police were held to a1-1 draw by Ul-
inzi Stars, while KCB also shared points in a

43 points

M Gor Mahia -

W AFC Leopards - 37 points
W Shabana FC - 34 points
W Murang'a Seal - 33 points
W Homeboyz - 31 points
W Kenya Police FC - 30 points
W KCB FC - 29 points
W Bandari FC - 28 points
W Tusker FC - 28 points
¥ Nairobi United - 25 points
W Mathare United - 25 points
W Posta Rangers - 24 points
W Mara Sugar - 21 points
W Ulinzi Stars - 18 points
» APS Bomet - 18 points
W Kariobangi Sharks - 18 points
W Bidco United - 16 points
W Sofapaka - 14 points

1-1 draw with Kariobangi Sharks. These results
slowed their momentum and allowed the top
four to create asmall cushion.

Further down, Nairobi United boosted their
position despite not being in action over the
weekend, staying 10" on 25 points.

Mathare United, however, made one of the
biggest statements of the round with a 3-1 win
over Tusker. That result lifted Mathare to 11*"
and dragged Tusker further into mid-table un-
certainty.

While the title race is beginning to take
shape at the top, the battle to avoid relegation
is growing tighter with each passing week.

Sofapaka’s struggles deepened after their
narrow loss to Murang’a Seal left them rooted
at the bottom with just 14 points.

With only three wins all season, Batoto ba
Mungu are now staring at a serious survival
fight and will need a major turnaround to es-
cape the drop zone.

Bidco United also remain in danger after
slipping to 17" with 16 points, while Kariobangi
Sharks’ draw against KCB only slightly eased
their worries.

Sharks sit 16" on 18 points and remain firmly
in the relegation mix despite picking up a valu-
able point.

Ulinzi Stars are another side now looking
over their shoulder. Their draw with Kenya
Police took them to 18 points, the same tally as
APS Bomet and Kariobangi Sharks, highlight-
ing just how tight the bottom half has become.

wonyango(@standardmedia.co.ke

Crunch time
for Madrid’s
Vinicius union

French superstar Kylian Mbappe is poised to
return for Real Madrid’s Champions League play-
off clash at Benfica tonight after resting at the
weekend.

The availability of the team’s top scorer and
best player this season is excellent news for
coach Alvaro Arbeloa, but it raises the question
of whether Los Blancos lose too much balance
when both he and Brazilian winger Vinicius Jun-
ior line up in attack together.

That problem is further exacerbated when
Jude Bellingham is available too, but the England
international is injured and will not feature
against Jose Mourinho’s side in Lisbon.

All three stars lined up for Madrid in the
league phase against Benfica in late January, as
Los Blancos fell to adamaging 42 defeat that left
them facing a play-off round tie against the same
opponents.

Mbappe struck twice for Madrid in that match
and is the Champions League top marksman
with 13 goals.

However Madrid were outplayed and unpicked
by Mourinho’s side, who secured their own play-

off round spot thanks to Ukrainian goalkeeper
Anatoliy Trubin’s stunning 98th-minute header.

13 %
TR

KYLIAN Mbappe’s
Champions League goals CH ‘Eﬂg:}g NS

With Mbappe an unused substitute against
Real Sociedad on Saturday because of knee dis-
comfort, Vinicius shone as Arbeloa’s team ran
out comfortable 4-1 winners at the Santiago Ber-
nabeu.

The Brazilian won and converted two penal-
ties in one of his best displays of a mixed cam-
paign.

“Since I've arrived he’s had games at a really
high level... he’s a player who goes beyond the
statistics, how he can change a game, condition
opponents, the number of players he can
attract,” enthused Arbeloa.

“He is one of the best in the world, and it is a
privilege to coach him.”

As Madrid’s key attacker against La Real and
operating in plenty of space, Vinicius put his
stamp on the game. [AFP]

Kylian Mbappe in action against Barcelona. [AFP]
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Why Kenya must
up their socks in
Montevideo Sevens

ﬁ

Shujaa fans during the 2026 HSBC SVNS 2 at Nyayo Stadium.[Jonah Onyango]

reality. Last year, World Rugby shut- _#Fui
tered Kenyans hopes after changing P

the World Rugby Sevens format 3}
when they introduced Division
One, two and three.

The changes brought to an
end the days of 16, or even 12
nations dining indefinitely at
the top table of the global sev-
ens game.

Instead, eight men’s and
eight women’s teams are

» Shujaasit third on the round-
robin table with 16 points.

» Both Shujaa and Lionesses
must take their A-game to Mon-
tevideo.

WASHINGTON ONYANGO, KISUMU

enya Sevens and Lionesses
have their work cut out for

them next month ahead now battling it out in Di-
of the Montevideo Sevens  vision 1, across sixglob-
reality sinks in after the  aleventsthatinclude
opening leg of the 2026 HSBC SVNS the traditional

HSBC SVNS Series
opener in Dubai,
Cape Town, Sin-
gapore, Australia,
New York and

Division two saw both teams register
mixed results in Nairobi.

Hosting a HSBC SVNS leg for the
first time ever, fans did not disappoint
after filling Nyayo Stadium for two days

running and showing the whole world  Vancouver. il
watching that Kenya loves rugby as a In Division two
celebratory energy filled the air. where Kenya is cur-

rently participat-
ing in, the top four
men’s and women'’s
teams will earn pro-
motion to the elite

Despite the fan flair and excitement
on the stands, Shujaa and Lionesses
posted mixed show on the pitch with
the women’s team the less impressive.

Lionesses won only one match out

Kenya Lioness’ Grace

-
HSBC SVNS Division 2 standings
Men
w1 Germany -20 points T
w2 USA  -18 points
W3 Kenya -16 points

2
w4 Uruguay - 14 points £
w5 Belgium -12 polints e
W6 Canada -10 points

Kenya Shujaa’s
George Ooro (left)
is tackled by
Canada’s John
Franklin. [Stafford
Ondego]
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~ ¥ Shujaa fans during the 2026 HSBC SVNS 2 at Nyayo Stadium.[Jonah Onyango,
Standard]

in Uruguay next month and Sao
Paulo in Brazil also in March.

L o ]

Cathay/HSBC Hong Kong Sevens, be-
fore heading to Europe for an exciting

Afterthe Nairobileg,Shu-  newdouble-header finale.
jaa sit third on the log with Valladolid (Spain) and Bordeaux
16 points, four points be-  (France) will make their debut on the
hind leaders Germanywho  SVNS calendar, hosting back-to-back

events that will bring the World Cham-
pionship to adramatic close.

were crowned gold medal
winners at Nyayo and two

' point behind USA who fin- In the end, the top eight teams from
ished runners up. the three legs will be promoted to Divi-
By the end of next month, sion One for the 2027 season while the

bottom four drop to division two and
the cycle begins again.

For Lionesses, the situation is direr

Kenva must ensure they are
among the top four as they con-
tinue battling Belgium, Canada,

Okulu reacts in their
of the five played across Saturdayand HSBCSVNSWorld + match against China Germany, USA, and Uruguay for  as they sit fifth with 12 points behind
Sunday while Shujaa were on top with  Championship | /2 75. [Stafford Ondego, them to stand a chance of making  China (14), Spain (16), South Africa (18)
four wins out five, missing out on the = Series. With the | Standard) the World Championships. and Argentina (20). Brazil are bottom

gold medal after losing to USA in their

opening leg 'l /
final match of the opening leg. =5 &

already done . /R

With a spot in next year’s top tier  and dusted in :
HSBC SVNS Division One at stakelater =~ Nairobi, the =5
in the year, Kenya must now up their teams move
socks if they are to make their dreama  to Montevideo e

with 10 points.
The women’'s team must at least fin-

Here, the winner-takes-all series
will see 24 teams (12 men’s and 12
women's) compete at prestigious three  ish in the top three in the next two legs
~+ Sstops. to be sure of finishing among the top

2 The Championship journey will four.
wonyango(@standardmedia.co.ke
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ﬂ.‘ kick off in Hong Kong at the iconic
| -J_F,-I“_n‘l -
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