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Medics to down tools

HEALTHCAREINTURMOIL \Vith doctors, clinical officers, and laboratory staff
threatening to rally behind their striking Kiambu colleagues, who have been
on strike for four months, the country is staring at a paralysis of services
that could plunge patients into unprecedented suffering. pace e

standardmedia.co.ke

LEHRACNTETE Kenya’s political parties are reeling from a new wave of indiscipline as Secretaries General,
once trusted to be the official voices of their movements, morph into political mercenaries. From
ODM’s Edwin Sifuna to Jubilee’s Jeremiah Kioni and UDA’s Hassan Omar, the misuse of party logos
and platforms to settle personal scores is fuelling bitter contradictions, sowing confusion, and raising

questions over whether party leaders or their renegade secretaries truly speak for the rank and file. paces
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MPs want former NHIF boss, staff
arrested over loss of public funds

» Legislators say Geoffrey
Mwangi and other top officials
should be held accountable.

» MPs say cost of acar park
project rose from Sh970 million
to Sh3.9 billion.

JOSPHAT THIONG'O, NAIROBI

awmakers are now calling
for the prosecution of of-
ficials of the defunct Na-
tional Health Insurance
Fund (NHIF).

While considering a report of the
National Assembly’s Public Invest-
ment Committee on Social Services
and Agriculture, MPs said the of-
ficials, including the former Chief
Executive Officer Geoffrey Mwangi,
should be held accountable for the
loss of public funds.

“There’s a car park built at com-
munity next to NHIF tower, one that
is reported to have cost 337 per cent
of its original cost. This is not only
illegal but criminal. There is no way
this house can sit and adopt reports
and nothing is ever done. Those offic-
ers at NHIF who varied a contract to
337 percent, the DCI and EACC should
take action against specific officers
at the defunct NHIF. Otherwise, we
normalize corruption and normalize
theft and it will become easy for peo-
ple to pilfer publicresources and walk
away scot-free,” said Leader of the
Majority Party Kimani Ichung'wah.

The lawmaker claimed that Mwan-
gi had now set his sights on elective
politics bolstered by pilfered funds.

“You can see the former CEO of
NHIF is all over pretending to be
running for a governor’s seat. How
can you be running for governorship
in Nakuru county on pilfered funds?
We must not use elective public of-

NHIF Chief Executive Officer Geoffrey Mwangi during the launch of universal
health cover plan on June 29, 2018. [File, Standard]

fice to clean people who have pil-
fered funds. This House through
the committee of implementation
must make sure that Jeff Mwangi
must answer to the outright theft
of public resources,” he said.

His Homa Bay Town colleague
Peter Kaluma said the car park in
guestion was supposed to take up
Sh970 million, but the contract
price rose to Sh3.9 billion.

“The contractors and people who
were in charge of the funds are still

SH3.9

BILLION

COST of the ongoing construction
of a car park, from an initial cost
of 5h970 million.

walking free out here and some in-
tent to run for public office, yet we've
had instances where Kenyans were
unable to access healthcare.”

He noted that despite the inflat-
ed cost, the project is at 20 per cent
completion. “These are people who
should be in jail. The chairperson
ought to have recommended imme-
diate arrest of the officials by EACC.”

The issue of the billions owed to
suppliers in pending bills by NHIF
was discussed. Rarieda MP Otiende
Amollo advocated for a slash in fund-
ing for institutions found to be mis-
managing public money.

“Some of these departments that
are grossly mismanaging public
resources should suffer the conse-
quence of budget cuts because oth-
erwise they feel nothing.”

Kaluma also came to the defense
of SHA, which has had mixed reviews
across the country

“People have been saying that
NHIF was better because SHA is not
working... When things are work-
ing, let us say that they are working.
When there are teething issues let us
address them. But to those who keep
saying let’s go back to NHIF, you see
why,” said the MP

Suba South MP Caroli Omondi
called for the criminal liability for
those who violate national values
and the Constitution.

“Our public accounts and investi-
gative committees should emphasize
this breach so that public servants
who conspire to pilfer public re-
sources are held liable. In future, the
reports should single out individuals
who have derelicted from their duties
so they can be dealt with,” he said.

The committee chairperson, Eman-
nuel Wangwe, backed the calls. The
committee is expected to either adopt
or reject the report today.

jthiongo@standardmedia.co. ke
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Probe rising cases
of poor baby nursing
care, senators told

Senators have been asked to investi-
gate the deteriorating nursing care for
newborns in health facilities following
numerous complaints.

Nominated Senator Hamida Kibwana
said failure to provide crucial services
exposes newborns to preventable com-
plications including sepsis, hypother-
mia, feeding problems and in severe
cases, avoidable neonatal deaths.

In a statement before the plenary, she
sought to have the Ministry of Health
address the matter.

“The Senate Health Committee should
address strategies put in place to
strengthen supervision, accountability
and continuous professional training for
nurses providing neonatal care,” said
Kibwana.

She noted that neonatal mortalityrate
was 21 per 1,000 live births in 2022, far
from the Sustainable Development
Goals target of 12 deaths.

“The Senate Health Committee should
also to address the dispute between the
Kenya Medical Practitioners and Dentist
Council (KMPDC) and the county gov-
ernments on the regulation of ambu-
lances and emergency medical services,”
said Kibwana.

The Council of Governors has faulted
KMPDC for issuing a public notice seek-
ing to regulate ambulance services
despite provision of the Fourth Schedule
of the Constitution that places the
health function under the county gov-
ernments.

According to the notice, counties are
to register all ambulances providing
emergency medical services as well as
paramedics, emergency medical techni-
cians, ambulance operators and other
healthcare workers involved in pre-hos-
pital care.

The directive also stated that failure
to comply would result in prohibition
from operating ambulances or offering
emergency medical services.

[Edwin Nyarangi]

We have improved maternal medical scheme, Ruto tells Uhuru

President William Ruto has told off his prede-
cessor Uhuru Kenyatta over his recent remarks
on Linda Mama programme.

Ruto yesterday said although Lida Mama was
good, it has been replaced with a better Linda
Jamii initiative.

“What wrong have we done in replacing a
good programme with a better one. Linda
Mama was only catering for the mother while
Linda Jamii will now cater for the whole fam-
ily” said the President in Kajiado after com-
missioning the second phase of the Umma
University.

Linda Jamii was launched in June under the
Social Health Authority and covers the mother,
children and spouses.

“Linda Jamii covers care in ICU and HDU, for
mothers and newborn, while Linda Mama only
covered for just an ordinary ward. Now, which

is the better health care program?” said Ruto.

Al the same time, the President defended
the government’s electronic procurement sys-
tem, maintaining that it would remain in place
despite growing opposition

He pointed out that the platform was the
most effective tool to eliminate corruption.

“We will cut government expenditure by up
to 40 per cent once the electronic procurement
system is fully implemented,” he said.

“There is some resistance by brokers and
agents who have profited from the previous
system. But we are not turning back on this
matter. We must protect the public moneyv.”

On the country’s prosperity, President Ruto
said he would not relent in his focus to ensure
Kenya meets its transformation agenda.

He pointed out that the country has “danced
for far too long with mediocrity”, saying there

was need for Kenya to aim higher.

President Ruto said it was disheartening
that countries like South Korea, which were at
par with Kenya in terms of development in the
early1960s, are now “ahead of us and are fund-
ing us to meet our development needs”.

“South Korea and Kenya had the same
GDP per capita in 1963. But South Korea's
economy is now 20 times larger and the
country has lent Kenva KSh80 billion to
build the Kenya Advanced Institute of Sci-
ence and Technology at Konza Technopolis
University,” he said.

He said the difference between South Korea's
advancement and Kenva's is not about resources
but leadership.

“For far too long, we have made peace with
mediocrity, the ordinary, the usual and the aver-
age when others are doing things differently.

That's why we need to ask ourselves what others
did right and where we went wrong,” he said.

On education, President Ruto said the govern-
ment is empowering institutions ofhigher learn-
ing to shape a new generation of skilled, ethical
and innovative graduates ready to tackle nation-
al pressing challenges.

He said the current global challenges require
graduates who are ready to create jobs and lever-
age technology to solve the various challenges
facing the country.

Health Cabinet Secretary Aden Duale
said more than 627,000 mothers have benefited
under Linda Jamii, adding that Linda Mama
owed hospitals Sh5.6 billion by 2022.

He added that for C-section, Linda Jamii pays
Sh34,200 and a three-day hospital stay, nearly
double Linda Mama’s Sh17,500.

[Peterson Githaiga]
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Dalmas eulogised as gentle political giant

» From crafting national re-
forms to mentoring young lead-
ers, his influence ran deep.

» Friends, rivals and family
alike remembered him as a
principled visionary who led
with empathy and intellect.

JAMES WANZALA, NAIROEI

ormer Finance Minister

Dalmas Otieno was vester-

dayeulogised as adevelop-

ment-focused, intelligent,

and humble man who al-
ways sought solutions.

At a memorial service held at Don
Bosco Catholic Church in Upper Hill,
Nairobi, politicians and mourners
remembered the former Rongo MP
as someone who never left a meeting
without offering a way forward.

Otieno served under the leadership
of former Presidents Daniel arap Moi,
Mwai Kibaki, and Uhuru Kenvatta.
Untilhis death, he was the Vice Chair-
person of the Salaries and Remunera-

tion Commission (SRC) duringits sec-
ond term.

He is survived by three wives, one
of whom, Jane, predeceased him. Pa-
tricia and Dorothy fondly recalled
him as a devoted husband and father.

“My husband was many things,
including a dedicated father,” said
Patricia, who recalled they first met
at Rapogi High School where both
were prefects in the boys’ and girls’
sections.

Amid laughter, she shared how
Otieno used to leave her love letters
hidden in a garden on campus and
even instructed two girls to ensure

no other boy spoke to her.

“Dalmas was a very handsome
man. He gave me problems with
women looking at him, but I played it
cool. lam born again and not jealous,”
she said, drawing more laughter.

Dorothy, the third wife, described
how Otieno transformed her life: “He
tied me into the dynamite of what I
am today and I thank him for every-
thing.” He leaves behind 14 children,
one of whom predeceased him. He
will be buried in Rongo tomorrow.

Eliud Owalo, Deputy Chief of Staff
in the Executive Office of the Presi-
dent, recalled Otieno’s generosity.

&é

During Moi's time, he was
among the few never
rebuked. He was calm and
chaired meetings with
clarity and purpose,”

Fred Gumo, Former Westlands MP

Pallbearers carry the body of former Finance Minister and Rongo MP Dalmas Otieno during his requiem Mass at Don Bosco Catholic
Church in Nairobi yesterday. [Benard Orwongo, Standard ]
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While Owalo was a second-year stu-
dent at Kenyatta University, Otieno
wrote him a Sh6,000 cheque to pay
fees and later offered him pocket
money and a job developing a strate-
gic plan for his constituency.

Owalo credited Otieno with coin-
ing the acronym CORD and co-chair-
ing its coalition board. “He listened
more than he spoke. And when he
finally spoke, the meeting ended—be-
cause he always had the solution,” he
said.

Describing him as visionary, crea-
tive and intelligent, Owalo added: “He
had already started a bank—Thabiti

Finance Company Ltd—in 1988. Dal-
mas was independent-minded, char-
ismatic and eloguent.”

Otieno, a former KANU stalwart,
co-chaired the Inter-Party Parliamen-
tary Group (IPPG) that pushed key
electoral reforms ahead of the 1997
elections. He also played acentralrole
at the Bomas Constitutional Confer-
ence and was involved in rejecting
the 2005 Wako Draft as part of ODM.
Later, he co-chaired the CORD sum-
mit before the 2013 elections.

Albert Abel Katembwe, a former
classmate at Makerere Universityand
ex-Managing Director of Uganda’s Na-
tional Social Security Fund, described
Otieno as a brilliant student and pan-
Africanist.

Migori Governor Ochilo Ayacko, his
lnngtime political rival, called Otieno

“a worthy alternate”. “When he was
in, I' was out and vice versa. Qur notes
were complementary,” said Avacko.
“It was a healthy competition.”

Fred Gumo, former Westlands MP,
said Otieno was “very steady, intel-
ligent and reasonable.” He added,
“During Moi’'s time, he was among
the few never rebuked. He was calm
and chaired meetings with clarity and
purpose.”

Moses Kuria, former Cabinet Sec-
retary and Ruto’s former economic
advisor, said his early impression of
Otieno was shaped by politics: “We
were trying to unseat him. But later,
I discovered he was the voice of rea-
son—calm and unshakable.”

Seme MP Dr James Nyikal recalled
Otieno once gave him Sh700 at a
funeral in 1992 and later Sh30,000
for dowry, citing how long his own
cheque would take to clear.

jwanzala@standardmedia.co.ke

REPUBLIC OF KENYA
BARINGOCOUNTY GOVERNMENT
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BARINGOCOUNTY ASSEMBLY

OFFICE OF THE CLERK

WHEREAS, the County Annual Development Plan for the County Government of Baringo
for the Financial Year (FY) 2026-2027 was tabled in the County Assembly of Baringo and
committed tothe Finance and Economic Planning Committee;

ANDWHEREAS, the provisions of Articles 185 and 196 (1b] of the Constitution of Kenya 2010,
as read together with Sections 87, 102, 103 and 104 of the County Governments Act, 2012,
Section 126(3) of the Public Finance Management Act, 2012 and Standing Orders 124{4] and
196 of the County Assembly of Baringo Standing Orders, provide the legal provisions for the
consideration of the Development Plan;

NOW THEREFORE, in compliance with the aforementioned provisions of the law, the Sectoral
Committee on Finance and Economic Planning invites stakeholders, special interest groups,
and the general public for public participation on the aforementioned on the Days, Dates, and
Venues per Sub-County as per the schedule here below:

IDATE SUB-COUNTY VENUE
Wednesday Baringo Central Kabarnet Public Park
8" October 2025 |Baringo North Kabartonjo Market
Tiaty West Chemolingot FGCK
Tiaty East Tangulbel FGCK
Thursday Baringo South Baringo South Sub- County Offices
/6% October 2025 [Viggotio Mogotio Sub-County Offices
Eldama Ravine Eldama Ravine Sub-County Dffices

NB: All sessions tostart at 11.00 AM.

Copies of the tabled Annual Development Plan can be accessed from the Offices of the Sub-
County Administrators and the Office of the Clerk to the Assembly or downloaded from the
County Assembly's website www. baringoassembly.go.ke.

Wiitten hhimmda n'ua'y he sent to the Clerk, County Assembly of Baringo, through the
barin; embily.gokeor physically dropped at the Office of the Clerk on or
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Rogue SGs: Thin

line between
loose tongues and
party positions

» Recently, party officials have
tended to use official positions to
make personal statements.

» Whereas lines may be blurred,
in some instances they contradict
party organs and bosses

NDUNG'U GACHANE, NAIROBI

number of secretaries

general of political parties

have usurped the powers

of their institutions and

become a power unto
themselves.

A secretary general is the official
spokesperson, conveying the formal
stand of a party as directed by its or-
gans, including the National Executive
Council, Central Management Commit-
tee, or the National Delegates Council
(NDC).

But many secretaries general have
abandoned this role, opting instead to
use their positions to advance personal
views. Some of those accused of using
their offices as ladders for individual
goals include the ruling United Demo-
cratic Alliance (UDA)'s Hassan Omar,
Jubilee’'s Jeremiah Kioni, and ODM'’s
Edwin Sifuna.

Hateful responses

On Sunday, Omar, in a disparaging
and hateful response, used the UDA
party logo and its official social me-
dia platforms to personally attack The
Standard.

Dr Peter Mbae, a political analyst,
argued that Omar’s message was a per-
sonal view and not a party position, as
it did not reflect the sentiments of the
NEC.

“Like many other secretaries gen-
eral, Omar decided to just wake up
and use the political party’s logos and
letterheads to spew his bitterness to-
wards a media house because he was
not happy with the headline or astory.
This clearly shows that he doesn’t un-
derstand the structure of a political
partyin Kenya,” Mbae noted.

He said Omar, being only a nominat-
ed MP felt indebted for the position and
therefore misused his office to show
loyalty to his boss by using derogatory
words against the government’s per-
ceived rivals rather than adhering to
party structures.

Kioni's claim that Deputy President
Rigathi Gachagua was secretly work-
ing with President William Ruto has
also raised concerns over whether this
reflects the official position of Jubilee
and its leader, former President Uhuru
Kenyatta.

In an interview with Spice FM, Kioni
alleged that Gachagua informed DCP
aspirants in Narok that he had entered
into a pact with Ruto and agreed on
which candidate to back for Narok
Town Ward.

“Our informants disclosed that
Gachagua told his aspirants that the
President had already sent emissaries
and they had an arrangement to put
their houses in order and then have
a discussion. We wish to work with
like-minded political parties that will
involve everyone but not those that in-
tend to enter into shoddy deals with the
government,” Kioni said.

His remarks sparked criticism
within the Opposition, with leaders
demanding clarity on whether the Sec-
retary General or the party leaderis the
official spokesperson, to aveid contra-
dictory messaging.

Confusion

Mbae admitted that Kioni’s com-
ments created confusion, with some
leaders guestioning whether Jubilee
had decided to break ranks with the
Opposition.

“It’s unfortunate that some leaders
have decided to fight their personal
battles and to antagonise other parties
within the same coalition. A Secretary
General should be a sober leader and
not a person who uses his position to
cause confusion even to his party mem-
bers,” he said.

Herman Manyora, another politi-
cal analyst, said that while a Secretary
General’s remarks should be taken as
the official party position, many had
veered off and often contradicted party
leaders.

“Members need to understand when
the spokespersons of the party speak
on their own behalf and when they
are delivering the decision of the party
leader, of the partyorgans and the party
members. They should be careful on
what they say in public as it may put
them in a very precarious situnation,”
Manyora added.

Sifuna has been accused of misrep-
resenting ODM’s stance on the deal
between Ruto and Raila, casting doubt
on the Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) that birthed the Broad-Based
Government (BBG) framework.

After Sifuna declared the deal dead,
ODM leaders including National As-
sembly Minority Leader Junet Moham-
med and ODM National Chairperson
Gladys Wanga dismissed him and
threatened to oust him if he defied
party lines.

“Only Baba (Raila) can speak for
ODM at that level. If he hasn’t declared
the deal dead, then it is verymuch alive.

ODM Secretary General Edwin Sifuna. [Coll

UDA Secretary General Hassan Omar.
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It is my view that
secretary generals
should not occupy
other elective
positions. They should
only communicate
the decisions reached
by the party organs.
Most of them are
conflicted on certain
issues and when they
speak, their remarks
are mistaken to be
those of their political
parties,

Sabina Chege, Nominated MP

ns Oduor, Standard]

r

DCP Deputy Party leader Cleophas Malala. [Kipsang Joseph,

Standard]

This broad-based government ini-
tiative is meant to ensure resources
trickle down to our people. Qutside
of the BBG framework there’s only
chaos and anarchy. We are not fools.
We know what we’re doing,” Junet
said.

Wanga added: “Our party leader
is Raila Odinga. When he says left,
we go left. There is not a single day
we have abandoned the Mol. Those
saying otherwise are not speaking
on behalf of ODM. We are fully sup-
porting the President in delivering
development.”

Mass walkout

In July, Sifuna, alongside Saboti
MP Caleb Amisi, threatened to lead a
mass walkout from ODM should the
party support Ruto’s re-election bid.

“I will read all resolutions made
by ODM’s organs, except one... the
one where they might decide that
the ODM party will support Ruto in
2027 That one, [ want to say before
you and before God, I will not read
it” Sifuna said.

DCP Deputy Party Leader Cleoph-
as Malala also drew fire last month
after disagreeing with his leader over
the nomination of Mukhisa Kituyi as
United Opposition spokesperson, ar-
guing that the coalition needed fresh
energy and forward-thinking leader-
ship.

“The United Opposition must em-
brace vouthful, dynamic leadership
to move the country forward. Unfor-
tunately, Kituyi does not represent
that vision,” Malala said.

He later retracted his remarks
after Gachagua intervened, clarify-
ing that he had spoken in a personal
capacity.

Jubilee Party Secretary General Jeremiah Kioni. [Boniface
Okendo, Standard]

“We had a slight problem, when
the Opposition selected Kituyi, | had
said no, but Gachagua intervened
and convinced me to reconsider my
stand,” he said.

Gachagua insisted the party
needed to balance youthful leader-
ship with experience, saying Kituyi
fit the bill.

“Malala is a very capable young
leader, but he misunderstood our in-
tentions. We chose Kituyi to lead the
secretariat because while we have
plenty of Gen Z and Millennial lead-
ers, they still need mentorship and
direction,” Gachagua explained.

Nominated MP Sabina Chege told
The Standard yesterday that a Sec-
retary General should not hold ac-
tive political office, arguing the role
should mirror that of a government
spokesperson to avoid misuse of the
position.

“It is my view that Secretary
Generals should not occupy other
elective positions. They should only
communicate the decisions reached
out by the party organs. Most of them
are conflicted on certain issues and
when they speak, their remarks are
mistaken to be those of their political
parties,” she said.

Additionally, Charles Munyui, a
political analyst, argued that po-
litical parties lacked discipline and
clear boundaries to prevent Secre-
taries General from overstepping
when expressing personal views.

“Unless it is a choreographed
strategy between the party leaders
and the Secretary Generals, then
there is aclear disconnect and confu-
sion within our political party struc-
tures,” he said.

newsdesk@standardmedia.co. ke
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How KQ’s Sh387b
dream crashed
before takeoff

» An ambitious multi-billion
plan to dominate African skies
collapsed, leaving the national
carrier in debt.

» Project Mawingu’s failure, the
CEO says, crippled the airline
and now warns profit unsus-

tainable without fresh capital.

IRENE GITHINJI, NAIROBI

parliamentary commit-

tee has heard that Kenya

Airways’ (KQ) ambitious

Project Mawingu, once

touted as a game-chang-

er for the national carrier, became one

of its most expensive ventures that ul-
timately failed to take off.

Appearing before the National

Assembly’s Public Debt and Priva-

tisation Committee, KQ CEO Allan

Kilavuka revealed that the airline’s

ambitious expansion plan, valued at

approximately Sh387 billion (US$%$3

billion), was based on economic and
market assumptions that did not ma-
terialise, leaving the airline burdened
with unsustainable debt and eroded
equity.

Kilavuka explained that Project
Mawingu, launched in 2012, aimed to
transform KQ into a global aviation
powerhouse with 119 destinations
by 2021. However, the plan collapsed
under the weight of over-ambitious
aircraft acquisitions, high financ-
ing costs, and overestimated market
growth projections.

“The strategy was to grow the fleet
from 31 to 107 passenger aircraft and
12 freighters for cargo. It was a vision
based on optimistic assumptions,
including post-recession recovery,
5.3 per cent economic growth, and
increasing demand from emerging
markets,” Kilavuka told MPs.

Following the collapse of Mawingu,
KQ pursued other restructuring ini-
tiatives, Project Safari and Project
Kifaru, but these too struggled under
the weight of rising losses and heavy
borrowing.
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In 2022, as part of Project Kifaru,
the Cabinet approved a Sh43 hillion
(US$363 million) government-backed
restructuring programme. However,
the national treasury has since had
to repay billions in guaranteed loans,
often converting debt into equity.

Kilavuka disclosed that Sh21.58
billion ($167 million) owed to 10 lo-
cal banks was converted into equity,
giving lenders a 38 per cent stake in
the airline. A further Sh19.69 hillion
in government-guaranteed loans was
paid on KQ’s behalfin January 2025.

“KQ couldn’t meet . its ohligations

Allan Kilavuka, Kenya Airways Group MD and CEOQ. [Wilberforce Okwiri, Standard |

due to severe cash flow constraints,
worsened by the Covid-19 pandemic.
A shareholder loan agreement be-
tween the government and KQ is
being finalised and is expected to be
signed within two months,” he added.

However, MPs expressed concerns
over the valuation process behind the
equity conversion and guestioned the
government’s continued financial in-
volvement.

Kinangop MP Kwenya Thuku que-
ried the total value of loans advanced
and how the 38 per cent equity stake
compared to the Sh17 billion the gov-

ernment paid banks between 2017
and 2019.

Nyaribari Masaba MP Daniel Man-
duku also pressed for clarity on how
KQ intends to repay the estimated
Sh70 billion injected by the govern-
ment, warning that taxpayers are
shouldering a burden without a clear
repayment timeline.

More funding needed

“KQ posted arecord profit of Sh5.4
billion last year. Will this trend con-
tinue, and when will the airline stop
relying on public funds?” asked Man-
duku. Kilavuka attributed last vear's
profit to a combination of factors,
including carrying 5.3 million pas-
sengers, generating Shi88 billion in
revenue, a relatively stable exchange
rate, and the effects of Project Kifaru.

“Profitability does not guarantee
sustainability,” he said. “To remain
viable, we need significant capital
injection or a strategic investor to
reduce dependence on the state.”
So far, only Sh12.9 billion ($100 mil-
lion) of the projected Sh51.7 billion
{$400 million) required for full turna-
round has been received.

“Without an investor, our
turnaround is not assured. De-
spite strong demand, we're op-
erating at 80 per cent capacity
and losing market share,” he said.
To date, the government has injected
over Sh70 billion into Kenya Airways,
with further loan agreements pend-
ing Treasury approval.

githinji@standardmedia.co.ke

COURTS

Court orders detention of six
police officers over armsring

A Nairobi court has ordered six police officers
to be held for 10 days as investigators pursue
charges of illegal firearms and ammunition traf-
ficking in Turkana. The decision came after pros-
ecutors argued that further detention was neces-
sary for athorough investigation.

Chief Magistrate Lucas Onyina granted the
request by the Directorate of Criminal Investiga-
tions (DCI) and the Director of Public Prosecu-
tions (DPP) to hold the accused, Charles Lotira
Ekidor (a prison officer), Ileli Cyrus Kisamwa,
Samson Muriithi Mutongu, Wesley Sang, Paul
Kipketer Tonui and Isaac Kipngetich, at the Cap-
itol Hill Police Station pending completion of
investigations.

In his ruling, Magistrate Onyina held that the
prosecution had met the constitutional thresh-
old under Article 49, which ensures defendants
are informed of charges or reasons for continued
detention at their first court appearance. He
accepted that the investigating officer had pre-
sented compelling evidence justifying the
extended detention.

This evidence, includes ballistic analysis of the
recovered firearm and magazines, digital foren-
sics of seized mobile phones, tracing of accom-
plices in Nairobi and Turkana, and intentions to
recover additional exhibits from armouries. The
court also referenced affidavits submitted by
Prosecution Officer Hilary Kimovo on Septem-
ber 26 and 29, 2025, which outlined the scope of
the probe and warned of possible interference if
the suspects were released. “While it is not dis-
puted that the respondents have residences,
some of which have already been searched, I find

the prosecution has demonstrated a real possi-
bility of interference with ongoing investigations
if they are released at this stage,” he stated.

The DCI informed the court that the six offic-
ers face multiple allegations, including posses-
sion of ammunition in contravention of Section
4A(1) a) of the Firearms Act, possession of a fire-
arm without a valid certificate, conspiracy to
commit a felony under Section 393 of the Penal
Code, and unlawful possession of government
stores under Section 324.

According to court filings, Kisamwa and
Mutongu, both attached to Nairobi Central
Police armoury, allegedly transported ammuni-
tion from government stores. Ekidor, the prison
officer, was to receive and distribute it in Lodwar
for resale. Intelligence further implicated Ekidor
in trafficking ammunition at Lokichogio Market
near the Kenya-South Sudan border.

The DCI also alleged that Sang and Tonui con-
trolled the keys to armoury stores containing a
pistol, magazines and additional ammunition.
Affidavits by Corporal Kimuyu revealed that, fol-
lowing intelligence reports, arrests were made
in Nairobi and Eldoret.

Officer Kipngetich, serving in Turkana’s
armoury, was arrested on Uhuru Highway while
transporting 1,007 rounds of ammunition in a
small Toyvota Passo.

Defence lawyers Danstan Omari and Cliff

Ombeta urged the court to dismiss the DCI's
request, arguing their clients were not flight
risks and could be easily traced. The matter is
due to be mentioned again on October 9, 2025 for
further directions. [Nancy Gitonga]
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REPUBLIC OF KENYA
THIRTEENTH PARLIAMENT | FOURTH SESSION

THE SENATE

INVITATION FOR SUBMISSION OF MEMORANDA
THE HEALTH (AMENDMENT) BILL, 2025 (SENATE BILLS NO. 12 OF 2025)

The Health [Amendment) Bill, 2025 (Senate Bills No. 12 of 2025) was read a First
Timein the Senate on Tuesday, 23™ September, 2025 and thereafter stood committed to
the Standing Committee on Health for consideration. The Committee is required, under
Standing order 145(5) of the Senate Standing Orders, to facilitate public participation on
the Bill and to take into account the views and recommendations of the public when the
Committee makes its report to the Senate.

The Bill seeks to amend the Health Act to prohibit the detention of patients and corpses
of patients by health facilities. The Bill further seeks to give effect to Articles 28, 29 and
39 of the Constitution regarding human dignity, freedom and security of persons and
freedom of movement.

In accordance with the provisions of Article 118 of the Constitution and standing order
145(5) of the Senate Standing Orders, the Standing Committee on Health now invites
interested members of the public to submit any representations that they may have on
the Bill by way of written memoranda.

The memoranda may be submitted to the Clerk of the Senate, P.0. Box 41842-00100,
Nairobi, hand-delivered to the Office of the Clerk of the Senate, Main Parliament
Buildings, Nairobi or emailed to clerk.senate@parliament.go.ke and copied to
healthcommittee.senate@parliament.go.ke to be received on or before Friday, 17*
October, 2025 at 5.00 p.m.

The Bill and a digest that summarizes the contents and context of the Bill may be
accessed on the Parliament website at http://www.parliament.go.ke/the-senate/
house-business/hills.

J. M. NYEGENYE, CBS,
CLERK OF THE SENATE.
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Ecobank and Standard
Group mull partnership

Ecobank Kenya Managing Director
Josephine Anan-Ankomah yesterday
paid a courtesy call on Standard
Group Acting Chief Executive Officer
Chaacha Mwita and explored poten-
tial areas of collaboration between
the two companies.

Expressing optimism about a
strong partnership, Mr Mwita under-
scored the importance of using Afri-
can platforms and stories to elevate
African brands.

“For the longest time, we have
struggled in telling our own story; we
want to be leading in working with
our brands that are passionate about
Africa and African stories,” he said.

He added that organisations stand
to benefit by working with trusted
channels such as Standard Group
platforms, noting the value of pan-
African stories in appealing to the
diaspora community.

Ms Anan-Ankomah serves as
regional executive for Central, East-
ern and Southern Africa at Ecobank
Transnational, while also acting as

Managing Director of Ecobank Kenya.
In this dual role, she oversees oper-
ations in 18 of Ecobank’s 35 African
markets, managing nearly 30 per cent
of the Group’s balance sheet and its
second-largest revenue pool.

She said the partnership with
Standard Group comes at a timely
moment as the bank prepares to cel-
ebrate its 40th anniversary, adding
that the collaboration would enhance
financial literacy and economic
development.

“We are looking to tell Africa’s sto-
ry, such as work with tech-enabled
companies, promoting regional trade,
promoting regional integration, and
SME banking and payments,” Ms
Anan-Ankomah said.

Standard Group Acting Editor-in-
Chief John Bundotich welcomed the
partnership, saying: “You have come
to the right media house because we
thrive at telling the story through our
various media platforms.”

[Ronald Kipruto]

Standard Group acting CEQ Chaacha Mwita and Eco Bank Managing Director
Josephine Anan-Ankomah during a courtesy call and tour of the Standard Group
Headquarters along Mombasa Road yesterday. [ David Gichuru, Standard]

Court freezes suspended KNH boss’s
assets worth Sh229m after EACC move

The Anti-Corruption High Court in
Nairobi has frozen assets worth
Sh229 million owned by suspended
Kenyatta National Hospital Chief
Executive Officer Evanson Njoroge.

Justice Lucy Njuguna directed that
Njoroge should not deal, transfer or
lease the properties listed by the Eth-
ics and Anti-Corruption Commission
as alleged unexplained wealth.

EACC’s lawyer Olga Ochola told the
court that the commission allegedly
got information of procurement
irregularities in the award of a medi-
cal oxygen generating plant and
enterprise resource planning (ERP)

system and supporting hardware and
software components at KNH.

Ochola claimed the information
was that Njoroge has allegedly
engaged in abuse of office, leading to
an investigation after obtaining
orders to search his houses and bank
accounts, and those of persons relat-
ed or associated with him.

The court heard that the probe
allegedly unearthed that Njoroge had
Sh229 million which he could not
explain. The EACC legal officer
claimed that Njoroge had Sh114 mil-
lion, which was received in his bank
accounts. [ Kamau Muthoni]
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Kenya Medical Practioners and Dentists U

[ Benard Orwongo, Standard ]

Health workers issue
nationwide strike notice

» Kiambu County medics have
been on the streets for nearly
four months.

» Governor Kimani Wama-
tangi faulted for ignoring the
striking workers.

OKUMU MODACHI, NAIROBI

enyans are staring at an
impending healthcare
crisis as medical work-
ers threaten to down
tools should the govern-
ment not address their concerns.

Under Health Unions Caucus, the
medics issued a seven-day ultima-
tum, saying they would join their Ki-
ambu County colleagues, who have
been on the streets for four months.

Yesterday, Kenva Medical Prac-
titioners Pharmacists and Dentists
Union (KMPDU) Secretary General
Daviji Atellah argued the notice has
been necessitated by the worsening
health situation in Kiambu, with
about 700 medical interns facing
withdrawal from the county.

They slammed the county Gov-
ernor Kimani Wamatangi, for what
they termed inaction that has left
residents enduring pain and suf-
fering, travelling long distances for
healthcare services.

“Mr Wamatangi should not make
life so difficult for everybody, that
people continue dying and suffer-
ing,” said Dr Atellah, calling for the
governor'’s resignation “if he is the
problem.”

nion members led by Secretary General

He spoke on Tuesday during a
press briefing in Nairobi. “If the
Chief Executive Committee Member
is the problem, the CEC should go.
If the leaders who were elected are
the problem, then they should go,”
he said.

This as the Ministry of Health re-
called 697 medical interns deploved
in Kiambu, citing their inability to
proceed with training owing to pro-
longed health workers’ strike.

They accused the county boss
of plotting to “kill’ unions after he
stopped remitting union deductions
last year, alongside incurring salary
arrears that are now four months
due.

They claimed the caucus’ letters
to the county leadership to address
the plights have landed on deaf ears,
even as the healthcare staff continue
to receive threats that they “must
quit the union should they want to
continue working in the country.

66

We are offering services
we cannot afford yet we
have been taxed heavily
and when you remit at
late stage it cannot help
Us...

Peterson Wachira, Kuco General Secretary

L

Davji Atellah during a media briefing.

The chairperson of the Kenya Na-
tional Union of Medical Laboratory
Officers (KNUMLQ), Nicholas Odipo
observed that the move to halt un-
ion deductions is against Article 41
of the constitution.

“They have declined to reinstate
our deductions of the union, and
remittance of the other third-party
deductions. The county has also re-
fused to honour the absorption of
clinical officers on contract,’ he said.

“We are going to protect therights
of our members even if f it means we
are going to suspend everything to
pumpsense to the leaders” he added.

Besides the health crisis in Kiam-
bu, the lobby groups are demand-
ing absorption of Universal Health
Coverage workers by counties on
permanent and pensionable basis,
which has stalled for months since
the directive was issued by the Min-
istry months ago.

At the same time, they want the
Global Fund workers to be absorbed
by the counties as directed the Min-
istry.

According to Dr Atellah, the coun-
ties refusal to effect the directive, on
the basis that they (governors) don’t
believe that the Ministry will allo-
cate funds for the process despite
availability of the money in the cur-
rent financial year, is lame.

He added: “All the money to coun-
ties comes from the national excheg-
uer. There is no way they won't be-
lieve that this other one won't come
when they expect money for any-
thing else to come.”

omodachi@standardmedia.co.ke
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Members laxity leaves
EAC1n financial mess

T

East African Community, Asals and Regional Development CS Beatrice Askul. [Jonah Onyango, Standard]

» EAC Cabinet Secretary tells Parliament
some member State have failed to meet
their financial obligations.

» East Africa Legislative Assembly has
been unable to hold formal sessions,

while many other functions have been
underfunded.

IRENE GITHINJI, NAIROBI

he East Africa Community is in a fi-
nancial crisis, with members of the
East Africa Legislative Assembly
(Eala) unable to hold formal ses-
sions.

The EAC Cabinet Secretary Beatrice Askul
told the National Assembly that failure by some
partner States to honour their financial obliga-
tion has constrained the bloc’s ability to imple-
ment its programimes.

The CS said Kenya has kept its end of the bar-
gain, adding that there are proposals to amend
some of the treaties and protocols, which have
been in operation since the time of the three pio-
neer member States.

“If a country is not paying and there are no
sanctions put then what become of it? For the
countries that are paying, then what becomes of
them because they are freely compliant and are
assembly compliant?” the CS told the Defence,
Intelligence and Foreign Relations Committee.

She said discussions are underway among
the attorneys of EAC to see which laws need to
be amended.

“Whatever amount available, that is the mon-
ey distributed to the entire structure of the EAC.
Sometimes it is not adeguate to run the activi-
ties of everyone.”

The committee also heard that implementing
EAC’s decisions remains inconsistent across the
region, which has limited effectiveness.

Asked why Arusha has been domineering in
matters EAC, Askul said there was an earlier
communication that was implemented by the
first founders of EAC, that Tanzania would host
the bloc for 20 years.

“So that is where most of the activities are
in Arusha, and I think it is time now we revisit

-~

that. The EAC organs, the Secretariat headquar-
ters have changed a lot. By then, that was the |
agreement that was made for 20 years. It is time
we look at it because we also have other new
partners on board. That is why you hear Arusha

all the time,” said the CS.

Askul also told the committee that gaps in
development of key infrastructure continue to :

limit the full potential of regional integration.

“While significant progress has been made,
inadequate transport and communication in-
frastructure in some partner States continueto
increase the costs of regional trade and inter-
action. These infrastructure deficits limit the
benefits that Kenyans can derive from regional

markets and opportunities,” she said.

Challenges on non-tariff barriers have also
persisted despite the establishment of the Cus-
toms Union, which has created additional costs

and complications for consumers and traders.

On the July ban that prohibited 15 businesses
in Tanzania, the CS admitted that the Samia Su-

luhu administration went overboard.

She said the rights of citizens for EAC mem-
bers to enter and establish economic activities
in other partner states is enshrined in Arti-
cle13of the protocol and Annex 3 to the protocol

of East Africa Common Market.

“There are alot of issues defending why every
partner state was not okaywith that prohibition
but as Kenya, we had our technical team that are
concerned with harmonising markets with the
provisions of the treaty. They are sitting right
now in Dar es Salam and are engaging on a bi- |
lateral agreement between Kenya and Tanzania

on matters that were prohibited,” she said.

The ministry also told the committee that
much as the ban is anchored in Tanzanian law,

it may not directly apply to Kenya.

“I think they have told us it does not apply
to Kenya. They were addressing their other
interests on this and have given us assurance
that through our embassy, should any Kenyan

national fall victim to this, they will address.

Their problem was China and the Chinese who

were infiltrating their markets. The Chinese,
the Turkish, who are now in all the businesses,

and maybe in Kenya it's the same. That is their

problem.”
igithinji @standardmedia.co.ke

THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY
THIRTEENTH PARLIAMENT- FOURTH SESSION (2025)

INTHE MATTEROF ARTICLE 118 (1)(b) OF THE CONSTITUTION
AND
INTHE MATTEROF CONSIDERATIONBY THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF:-

(1) THE PROVISIONAL COLLECTION OF TAXES AND DUTIES [REPEAL) BILL [NATIONAL ASSEMBLY BILL
No. 18 OF 2025);

(2) THENATIONAL POLICE SERVICE [AMENDMENT) BILL [NATIONAL ASSEMBLY BILL No. 39 OF 2025)
(3) THESTREET VENDORS (PROTECTION OF LIVELIHOOD) BILL (SENATE BILL No. 410F 2023);

(4) THELOCAL CONTENT BILL (SENATE BILL No. 50 OF 2023);

(5) THEEARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION (AMENDMENT) BILL [SENATE BILL No. 54 OF 2023); AND

(6) THECREATIVE ECONOMY SUPPORT BILL [SENATE BILL No. 30 OF 2024)

WHEREAS, Article 118[1)[(b) of the Constitution requires Parliament to facilitate public participation and
involvement inthe legislative and other business of Parliament and its Committees and Standing Order 127(3) of the
National Assembly Standing Orders requires House Committees considering Bills to facilitate public participation;
AND WHEREAS, the Provisional Collection of Taxes and Duties [Repeal] Bill [National Assembly Bill No. 18
of 2025); the National Police Service [Amendment]) Bill [National Assembly Bill No. 39 of 2025]; the Street
Vendors [Protection of Livelihood] Bill [Senate Bill No. 41 of 2023); the Local Content Bill [Senate Bill No.
50 of 2023); the Early Childhood Education [Amendment] Bill [Senate Bill No. 54 of 2023); and the Creative
Economy Support Bill [Senate Bill No. 30 of 2024] have been read a First Time and referred to the relevant
Departmental Committees for consideration and reporting back to the House;

IT ISNOTIFIED that—
[1] The Provisional Collection of Taxes and Duties [Repeal] Bill [National Assembly Bill No. 18 of 2025) is a
Bill sponsored by the Leader of Majority Party which seeks to repeal the Provisional Collection of Taxes and

Duties Act [Cap. 415).

[2] The National Police Service [Amendment) Bill [National Assembly Bill No. 39 of 2025) is a Bill sponsored by
the Hon. Oku Kaunya, MP. The Bill seeks to amend the National Police Service Act, Cap. B4 to provide for an
age limit of sixty years for persons nominated and appointed to the offices of Inspector-General and Deputy
Inspector-General of Police.

[3) The Street Vendors [Protection of Livelihood] Bill [Senate Bill No. 410of 2023] is a Bill sponsored by Sen.
Esther Okenyuri Anyieni, MP and co-sponsored in the National Assembly by Hon. Owen Baya, MP. The Bill
seeks to provide a legal framework for the recognition, protection and regulation of street vending.

(4) The Local Content Bill (Senate Bill No. 50 of 2023) is a Bill sponsored by Sen. Oburu Odinga, MP. The Bill
seeks to facilitate the local ownership, control and financing of activities connected with the exploitation of
gas, oiland other petroleum resources; and to provide a framework to increase the localvalue capture along the
value chain in the exploration of gas, oil and other petroleum resources. In particular the Bill seeksto—
fa) provide for structures to promote, develop, and enforce local content across the entire extractive value

chain;

[b] Increase local ownership, control, and financing of extractive projects by ensuring that at least 30% of
participation of Kenyan individuals, businesses, and financial institutions;

[c) support fair sharing of revenues, create more jobs, build skills, encourage technology transfer, fund
research and development, and promote the purchase of Kenyan-made goods and services that meet
global standards;

[d] establish a Local Content Development Committee, mandated to review and approve local content plans,
monitor compliance, and even recommend the revocation of licenses where companies fail to meet the
requirements;

[e) require the National and County Governments to set targets, carry out audits, and put measures in place
to assist local enterprises to grow and participate meaningfully in the sector; and

[f] prescribe penalties and enforcement measures related to ensuring participation of locals in the
exploitation of gas, oil and other petroleum resources.

[S] The Early Childhood Education [Amendment] Bill [Senate Bill No. 54 of 2023) is a Bill sponsored by Sen.
Eddy Oketch, MP and co-sponsored in the National Assembly by Hon. Naisula Lesuuda, MP. The Bill seeks
to amend the Early Childhood Education Act, Cap. 211B to mandate the county governments to provide for the
welfare of early childhood education teachers in public schools.

(6] The Creative Economy Support Bill [Senate Bill No. 30 of 2024) is a Bill sponsored by Sen. Eddy Gicheru
Oketch, MP and co-sponsored in the National Assembly by Hon. Irene Mayaka, MP. The Bill seeks to establish
mechanisms for the support of the creative industry to the economy and to establish the Creatives Fund.

NOW THEREFORE, in compliance with Article 118[1) [b) of the Constitution and National Assembly Standing Order

127[3), the Clerk of the National Assembly hereby invites the public and stakeholders to submit memoranda on the

Bills to the respective Departmental Committees as listed below—

The Provisional Collection of Taxes and Duties [Repeal] Bill [National Assembly IFinance and

Bill No. 18 of 2025) Mational Planning

2. |TheNational Police Service [Amendment) Bill [National Assembly Bill No. 39 of 2025) [Administration and
Internal Security

Trade, Industry and

3. |The Street Vendors [Protection of Livelihood) Bill [Senate Bill No. 41 of 2023)

Cooperatives
4. |TheLocal Content Bill [Senate Bill No. S0 of 2023) Energy
9. |The Early Childhood Education (Amendment) Bill (Senate Bill No.54 of 2023)  |Education
6. |TheCreative Economy Support Bill [Senate Bill No. 30 of 2024) Sports and Culture

Copies of the Bills are available at the National Assembly Table Office, Main Parliament Building, and on www.

The memoranda may be forwarded to the Clerk of the National Assembly, P.0. Box 41842-00100, Nairobi; hand-
delivered to the Office of the Clerk, Main Parliament Building, Nairobi; or emailed to cna@parliament.go.ke to
be received on or before Wednesday, 15" October, 2025 at 5.00 p.m.

S. NJOROGE,CBS
CLERK OF THE NATIONAL MBLY

1¢t October, 2025

For the Welfare of Society and the just Government of the People
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Health ministry,

firm battle over

HIV testing kits

» Chinese company officials ac-
cuse ministry of choosing the
most expensive kits.

» Ministry CS and AG say cat-
egorisation was done accord-
ing to WHO guidelines.

KAMAU MUTHONI, NAIROBI

he Ministry of Health

clashed with a HIV and

Aids kits manufacturer

on the effectiveness of

kits procured by the gov-
ernment following the rollout of a
three-process testing.

On one hand, the Chinese manu-
facturer accused the ministry of cat-
egorising expensive but less effective
kits, putting Kenyans at risk of the
disease spread.

On Tuesday, during the final sub-
missions before High Court Judge
Chacha Mwita, Guangzhou Wondfo
Biotech, Company Limited and
Kathambi Ruchami’'s lawyer Elias
Mutuma argued that the process of
developing the three-test algorithm
was vague, and that ministry of-
ficials selected the most expensive
test kits, which could easily mislead
an individual’s status.

“Priority is paid to the individu-
als testing positive but little or no
attention to the individuals testing
negative. There are no chances of
confirmatory tests as a follow up on
individuals misdiagnosed as being
HIV negative based on a test done
using an inaccurate kit since only

people who test positive in the first
instance proceed for confirmatory
steps two and three,” argued Mu-
fuma.

On the other hand, the Health
Cabinet Secretary and Attorney Gen-
eral argued that the kits’ effective-
ness was determined in a rigorous
process, which had been conducted
in accordance with WHO Guidelines,
and Generic Verification Protocols,
HIV Prevention and Treatment
Guidelines 2022.

According to the two, categorisa-
tion of the test kits into three test
assay algorithms was a noble policy
decision, done in an open manner
and factored in tax payers money.

“The categorisation as conducted
by the taskforce was done in accord-
ance with the law, guidelines and
policies as applied in the medical
field. The categorization was donein
good faith and transparency hence
ought not to be overturned,” replied
Deputy Cjief State Counsel Rodgers
Sekwe.

For the last 16 years, Kenya had
been implementing a two-test strat-
egy in HIV testing. However, the
strategy had been generating prob-
lems owing to some tests giving con-
tradicting results.

Following WHO recommenda-
tions, Kenva in 2022 started adopt-
ing three testing algorithm. The
ministry shortlisted eight kits for
consideration. Those shortlisted
were One Step HIV % whole Blood/
Serum/Plasma manufactured by
Guangzhou, Trinscreen HIV by Trin-
ity Biotech Manufacturing, Deter-
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The kits are used to test for HI'V. [ File, Standard ]

THE SHORTLISTEDKITS:

M a) One Step HIV 1/2 whole Blood/
Serum/Plasma Test

W b) Trinscreen HIV

M c) Determine HIV-1/2

® d) Insti HIV-1/HIV-2 Antibody Test
M e) Standard Q HIV 172 Ab 3-Line
Test.

W f) First Response HIV 1-2,0 Card Test
(version 2,0)

M g) Bioline HIV-1/2 3.0

W h) HIV 172 STAT-PAK

mine HIV-1/2 (Abbott Diagnostics
Medical Co.Ltd), Insti HIV-1/HIV-2
Antibody Test that is manufactured
by BioLytical Laboratories Inc.
Others are Standard Q HIV % Ab
3-Line Test made by SD Biosensor
Ine, First Response HIV 1-2.0 Card
Test (version 2.0) that is made by
Premier Medical Corporation
Private Limited, Bioline HIV-1/2
3.0 (Abbott Diagnostics Korea Inc)
and HIV ! STAT-PAK that is made

by Chembio diagnostic Systems Inc.

In the case, Mutuma argued that
the ministry illegally dropped One
Step HIV % whole Blood/Serum/
Plasma from the list without follow-
ing the WHO guidelines.

He argued that the kits were pilot-
ed in different parts of the countryin
which he donated Sh 3 million to the
ministry as perits requestin abidto
scale up the process.

“The probability of false negatives
cannot be downplayed as the kits are
prone to err, making it even more
dangerous for the community and
the public in general, as the falsely
tested negative individual will go
about spreading the HIV disease
unaware. This instance defeats the
goal and vision by WHO to eradicate
HIV as a global pandemic by 2030 as
well as the Government’s goal and
vision to do away with the mother
to child HIV transmission by 2027
said Mutuma.

Jmuthoni@standardmedia.co.ke

Ex-OCS, five others in Ojwang’s case denied bail

Former Central Police OCS Sam-
son Talaam and five others will
remain behind bars after the High
Court ruled their release on bail
could erode trust in the justice sys-
tem and compromise witness safety.

Justice Diana Kavedza said the
scale of public unrest following the
death of blogger Albert Ojwang’ and
the potential influence of the
accused officers presented compel-
ling reasons to keep them in custody.

“The scale of public unrest follow-
ing the deceased’s death constitutes
a compelling reason to deny bail,”
the judge observed on Tuesday at
Kibera law courts.

“Public interest demands that the
accused remain in custody while
awaiting trial, to safeguard public
order, reassure victims and their
families, and preserve confidence in
the justice system,” she added.

The judge cited the aftermath of
Ojwang’s death, which sparked wide-
spread protests, destruction of prop-
erty, and even the burning of Mawe-
go Police Station by mourners.

“The unrest that followed the
death of the deceased cannot be dis-
missed as a passing incident,” Justice
Kavedza said.

“The accused persons stand trial
for offences arising from circum-
stances that have already inflamed
public sentiment. Their release on
bail at this stage would risk aggra-
vating public tension, with the
potential for renewed unrest, there-
by undermining both public safety
and the administration of justice.”

The six accused, Talaam, Consta-
ble James Mukhwana, Peter Kimani,
John Ngige Gitau, Gin Abwao and
Brian Mwaniki Njue, will continue to
be held at Nairobi Remand Prison,

with the option to seek bail again
once key witnesses have testified.
“Despite their interdiction, they
still wield authority and influence
through their training, service con-
nections, and standing in the com-
munity. This concern was consist-
ently raised by the deceased’s family

and is supported by the prosecu-
tion,” the judge noted.

Prosecution counsel Victor Owiti
had opposed the bail application,
warning that the accused could
undermine public safety and inter-
fere with investigations, including
alleged tampering with CCTV foot-
age retrieved at Central Police Sta-
tion.

Although the court found no proof
of prior tampering, it ruled that “the
risk of future interference remained
credible.” Ojwang), 31, died on June 8
while in custody at Central Police
Station.

Police initially claimed he sus-
tained self-inflicted injuries after
allegedly defaming the Deputy
Inspector General of Police, but a
post-mortem revealed he died from
physical assault.

[Nancy Gitonga]

Medical probe of
Kenyans taken to
Russia blocked

The High Court has blocked the Direc-
torate of Criminal Investigations from
taking away medical tests of former
military officers claimed to be among
those allegedly recruited to join Russia
in its war against Ukraine.

Justice Chacha Mwita directed that
the DCI should not demand or access
medical records from Universal Trends
Medical and Diagnostic Centre and
Inspocare Health Limited until October
8 when the case will be heard.

The DCI wrote to the two hospitals
seeking medical treatments of Vincent
Odhiambo and Duncan Moogi.

They were seeking information on
persons who paid for the services, and
details of all patients whose pavments
had been made by Global Face Agencies,
allegedly at the centre of the recruit-
ment of Kenyans to join Russia’s forces.

“Unless restrained by this honourable
court, the respondents are likely to pro-
ceed with unlawful interference with
confidential medical records, thereby
causing irreparable harm to our patients
and facility thus exposing us to profes-
sional misconduct liability,” their lawyer
Dunstan Omari argued.

This prompted Dr Ndiritu Wangui and
Dr Isaac Maundu to move to court. They
claimed the move was a violation to the
right to the patient’s privacy and dignity.

At the same time, Edward Kamau
Gituku, the man claimed to be behind
the recruitment sued the investigator
Brawel Saima. Gituku alleged that he
was not given a right to have a lawyer
when Kahawa Law Court magistrate
allowed a prayer for him to be held for 10
days.

He claimed he was mentally tortured
and physically manhandled without
being told what he had done. In the case
filed before Justice Lawrence Mugambi,
he claimed he had nothing to do with the
recruitment.

“I have been subjected to excruciating
mental and physical turmeoil in the
hands of the first respondent and
besides praying that I be set at liberty
pending the lower court proceedings, I
pray that he appears before this court to
explain as to why he mishandled me in
the manner he has done without ajusti-
fiable cause,” argued Gituku.

Senior Principal Magistrate Mwanam-
kuu Sudi on Friday last week allowed the
police to detain the man for 10 days as
they probe a suspected human traffick-
ingring.

In this case, prosecutor Kevin Kamau
argued that the investigations were
complex and police therefore do not
need to rush while investigating the
matter. “The extent of the investigations
is quite expansive, we are currently pur-
suing other persons that areinvolved in
this and we believe the respondent is
likely to jeopardise the integrity of the
investigation,” said Kamau.

In an affidavit the investigating officer
Sergeant Bramwel Saima said Gituku is
the tenant of several rented houses in
Great Wall Garden estate where the vic-
tims were found.

[Kamau Muthoni]
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» China’s envoy pledges to
speed up implementation of
zero-tariff trade treatment.

» Many exporters face uncer-
tainty after the US trade deal
expired yesterday.

BRIAN NGUGI, NAIRDBI

hina has pledged swift

implementation of zero-

tariff trade treatment, a

move that may offer Ken-

yan exporters alifeline as
uncertainty clouds the future of akey
trade pact with the US.

China’s ambassador Guo Hai-
yan reinforced her government’s
commitment, saying the measures
should take effect “at an early date so
that our peoples can benefit sooner
from our cooperation”.

The pledge aligns with a commit-
ment President Xi Jinping made in
June to expand zero-tariff treatment
for 100 per cent of tariff lines for 53
African countries, including Kenya,
that maintain diplomatic ties with
Beijing under the Forum on China-
Africa Cooperation.

Prime Cabinet Secretary and
Cabinet Secretary for Foreign and
Diaspora Affairs Musalia Mudavadi
confirmed a Kenyan delegation is
already negotiating the technical
framework with the Chinese gov-
ernment.
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China’s Ambassador to Kenya Guo Haiyan. [Wilberforce Okwiri, Standard]

Kenya looks to China’s duty-free
access after Agoa pact expires

itics we are seeing, the geoeconomics
we are seeing, the geotechnologies
we are seeing,” Africa requires “pre-
dictable, reliable, consistent, trade
arrangements with its partners”.

He also used the opportunity to
reinforce the importance of multi-
lateral cooperation, echoing a core
message from Beijing: “The place for
multilateralism is becoming even
more important. A strong message
that will continue to send the signal
that the absence of multilateralism is
dangerous for humanityis extremely
central at this point in time.”

The zero-tariff treatment is a
trade preference that would allow
nearly all goods manufactured or
produced in Kenya to be exported to
China without incurring any import
duties.

For Kenyan exporters, this means
enhanced competitiveness.

Eliminating China's average im-
port tariff — which stands at around
10 per cent on some key primary
Kenyan products — instantly makes
Kenyan goods like specialty tea, cof-
fee, nuts, handicrafts, and mineral
products cheaper and more attrac-
tive to Chinese importers.

In 2023, China was Kenya’s largest
source of imports, valued at approx
imately Sh459 billion, while Kenya's
total exports to China stood at just
Sh29 billion.

This pact is designed to open the
Chinese market to African goods, di-
rectly addressing this imbalance.

“We hope that in another a few
weeks’ time, we shall be able to re-
port progress indicating that we have
struck a deal within the free prefer-
ential trade arrangements,” said Mu-
davadi during China’s National Day
reception in Nairobi on Monday, call-
ing the arrangement “critical for us,
critical for Africa”.

Kenyan exporters, particularly
those in the textile, apparel, and hor-
ticulture sectors, are seeking market
diversification. The future of the US
African Growth and Opportunity
Act (Agoa) remains uncertain after

it expired yesterday, threatening the
duty-free status of Kenyan goods in
the US.

The zero-tariff treatment is seen
by Nairobi as a strategic opening to
a massive consumer base that would
buffer any economic impact from un-
favorable changes to the Agoa status.

Mudavadi underscored the strate-
gic importance of this shift, directly
tying it to the shifting global land-
scape.

“We are seeing a lot of volatility in
the trading arena,” he said, adding
that in the face of “the kind of geopol-

Trade imbalance

SHZ9B

EXPORTS

VALUE of the goods Kenya ex-
ported to China in 2023, against
imports worth Sh459 billion.

The ambassador reinforced that
China’s commitment to reform re-
mains “unwavering, with its door
open even wider”.

She highlighted China’s econom-
ic transformation, stating: “Evolv-
ing from world factory to world
market, from manufacturing major
to innovation hub, China's economy
has achieved both guantitative ex
pansion and qualitative improve-
ment,” and stood ready to “inject
strong impetus into the world
economy.”

bngugi@standardmedia.co.ke

EDUCATION

Leaders root for caning to stop students unrest

Kericho leaders are calling for strict measures
to address cases of student unrest.

Senate Majority Leader Aaron Cheruiyot and
Belgut MP Nelson Koech have proposed legal
action, reintroduction of corporal punishment,
and restriction on transferring students involved
in destroying school property.

Speaking at the Chemamul Secondary School,
Koech said students who burn school property
should be treated as criminals and placed in
approved institutions.

Their comments follow a protest at Litein High
School, which was closed after students destroyed
property worth millions of shillings.

Koech urged school principals not to admit stu-
dents expelled for indiscipline, adding that parents
should bear the cost of damages incurred.

“We will make it difficult for any student
involved in arson to transfer to another school.
They should stay at their original institutions
while parents handle the reconstruction,” he said.

Cheruiyot also stated that it is time to recon-
sider the policy that banned corporal punishment
in schools, insisting that this ban has led to poor
discipline among students.

“Even the Bible states that if vou spare the rod,
you spoil the child,” he argued.

Cheruiyot praised residents of Kapkatet for

intervening to stop Tengecha Boys’ students from
escalating last week’s unrest after they torched a
dormitory.

“Most schools in this county were built through
the contributions of parents and the local commu-
nity. They understand the pain of such destruction.
Any student unwilling to learn should consider
dropping out instead of causing havoc,” he said.

Former Bureti MP and Cabinet Minister Franklin
Bett, who facilitated the reconstruction of the admin-
istration block at Litein High School in the 1990s,
called for through investigations to determine if the
arson was premeditated.

[Nikko Tanui]

TRADE
Exploit trade deals

to export more fish,
says EU diplomat

The European Union has urged Ken-
yans to leverage duty-free and quota-
free trade agreements to export fish to
the EU market.

The EU envoy to Kenva Henriette Gei-
ger wondered why the country was
importing fish, urging the youth to
invest in aguaculture.

“Kenya shouldn’t import fish. Aqua-
culture can thrive here. Tourism is on
the rise, and visitors seek local seafood.
The opportunity is clear,” said Geiger at
the Blue Economy Innovation and
Investment Summit in Mombasa.

The ambassador said the 27 EU coun-
tries provide one of the largest markets
for fresh fish with a growing demand.

Kenya's fish exports to EU were worth
Sh2.8 billion in 2024. A report by the
CBK shows the value of fish export
dropped by 12 per cent from Sh6.7 billion
in 2023. Meanwhile, the cost of fish
import also declined by 11 per cent to
Sh921.1 million.

At the same time, the envoy said the
EU has provided the Kenya Coast Guard
Service with search and rescue vessels.
The bloc also supports fishing boats and
helps coastal communities build skills
in the blue economy. [Joackim Bwana]

EU Ambassador to Kenya Henriette Geiger.
[File, Standard]

Kengen and GDC to
build two power
plants in Baringo

Two main power producers will part-
ner to pump an extra 87MW into the
national grid from the geothermal-rich
areas of Baringo.

Kengen and Geothermal Development
Company (GDC) will construct two pow-
er plants in Silali and Paka.

Speaking at the end of a sustainable
energy conference in Olkaria, Naivasha,
Energy Principal Secretary Alex Wachi-
ra exuded confidence that the country
would phase out thermal power in five
years.

Kengen boss, Peter Njenga, said the
company was seeking another 40MW
from hydro-power in Webuye.

He said the oldest geothermal power
plant, Olkaria I, was undergoing reha-
bilitation after being in operation for
over 40 years, and was expected to
increase production from 45MW to
63MW by June. [Antony Gitonga]
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Former NCPB boss and five others
acquitted in fertiliser scandal case

» Magistrates says the pros-
ecution had not proved graft
charges against former MD.

» Thereis also not enough
evidence to show conspiracy to
defraud farmers.

NANCY GITONGA, NAIROBI

ormer National Cereals
and Produce Board Man-
aging Director Joseph
Muna Kimote has bee ac-
quitted of graft charges
linked to a Sh209.5 million fake ferti-
liser scandal due to lack of evidence.

Yesterday, Milimani Chief Magis-
trate Celesa Asis Okore found that
the prosecution had failed to prove
corruption, including conspiracy to
defraud farmers of millions of shil-
lings, against Kimote and five co-ac-
cused: John Kiplangat Ngetich, John
Mbaya Matiri, Fifty-One Capital (K)
and SBL Innovative Manufacturers.

“The prosecution has been mal-
efaced to prove itself against all the
accused persons in respect of count
number one of conspiracy to defraud
and accused number two, Kimote,
in respect of count number seven of
abuse of office. I consequently acquit
them under Section 210 of the Crimi-
nal Procedure Code,” the magistrate
ruled.

The court also found that the
prosecution had not proved its case
against Kimote’s co-accused, Kiplan-
gat, Mbaya, and two firms, Fifty-One
Capital (K), and SBL Innovative Man-
ufacturers, on eight other corruption
charges, to order each of them to
mount a defence.

“It may not hold that the prosecu-
tion has proved a prima facie case
against accused one, three, four,
five, and six in respect of charges in
count number two, three, four, five,
six, eight, nine, and ten sufficiently
to warrant them to make a defense,”
Okore ruled.

Kimote and the co-accused were

s ¥is e s _.

= - oy - N .. -.-' o

:-"'.__ = t e F
T iy e, -
1 - LA =, =

facing ten counts, including allega-
tions that they conspired to defrand
the public by selling substandard
soil amendments and fertilisers.

He was accused of abusing his of-
fice by executing an agency contract
between NCPB and two private
companies, Fifty-One Capital (K)
and SBL Innovative Manufacturers,
which the prosecution claimed were
non-existent.

The alleged offences occurred be-
tween March 2022 and March 2024.
Kimote, through his lawyer Kimani
Wachira, argued that the prosecu-
tion had failed to establish a prima
facie case against him.

“There was no evidence of a
‘meeting of minds’ between Kimote
and the co-accused to constitute a
conspiracy, and the agency contract
he executed was done within the

Former National Cereals and Produce Board CEQ Joseph Muna Kimote. [File, Standard]
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scope of his duties as NCPB Manag-
ing Director. He did not personally
benefit from the contract and can-
not be held liable for abuse of office
or fraud,” Kimani submitted.
Magistrate Okore faulted the DPP

Fertiliser scandal

2027

YEAR when the Sh209 million
scandal happened, where mil-
lions of farmers were allegedly
sold fake fertiliser and lost huge
resources.

for failing to prove the “meeting of
minds” required for a criminal con-
spiracy.

“The prosecution has failed to
produce and demonstrate an agree-
ment between the accused persons,
or clear communication, whether
electronically or physically, to that
effect. Instead, what has been dem-
onstrated are institutional proce-
dures and corporate laxness, which
cannot constitute a criminal con-
spiracy,” she stated.

Regarding the abuse of office
charge, the court noted that Mr Ki-
mote, as Managing Director,did not
have sole authority to approve or
reject contracts, reject contracts in-
dependently of the NCPB Board or
relevant committees.

“It has not been proved that the
accused benefited personally from
the process, and he ought not to
carry blame for failures by other of-
ficers,” Magistrate Okore said.

“It is therefore my considered
opinion that the MD Kimote wasun-
fairly charged in this matter. In fact,
in my humble view, he ought to have
been converted into a state witness.”

She further found that Kimote
did not personally benefit from the
alleged scheme.

“To add on that, it has not been
proved that accused number two
benefited from the process, and so
it cannot be said that he used his of-
fice to confer anything whatsoever
to anyone,” she ruled.

“The upshot is that the pros-
ecution has failed to prove its al-
legations with regard to charges
in count number seven of abuse of
office against accused number two,
Kimote.”

Magistrate Okore consequently
dismissed the charges under Section
210 of the Criminal Procedure Code,
clearing Kimote and his co-accused.

She also ordered that their cash
bail and passport, which had been
deposited in court, be refunded.

ngitonga@standardmedia.co.ke

Briefing

KITUL KWS TO RESTOCK
KEY GAME RESERVE

M The Kenya Wildlife Service has
announced plans to restock South
Kitui Mational Came Reserve with
rhinos and other rare species, in a
bold move to boost security along
the porous Tana River border while
anchoring the newly launched Kitui
Tourism Circuit, For decades, the
reserve has been underutilised, with
locals bearing the brunt of clashes
with armed camel herders. KWS
Director General Erastus Kanga met
with Kitui Covernor Julius Malombe
and said the government hopes to
deter incursions. He said the
restocking plan will also reclaim the
reserve for conservation, tourism
and security. [Philip Muasya]

NAIVASHA. WOMAN
KILLS SELF AT IN-LAWS

M A mother of two has committed
suicide outside her in-laws home
after a fall-out with her husband.
The 33-year-old stabbed herself on
the chest using a kitchen knife and
was pronounced dead on arrival at
Maivasha sub-county hospital. The
woman who was living with her two
children at county council es-

tate, first confronted her husband
who is a motorcycle operator with
threats that she would kill herself.
Maivasha DCIO Isaac Kiama said the
couple fell out last year and had
been living separately before the
incident, [Antony Gitonga]

MOMBASA. KWS JOINS
FIGHT AGAINST BIRDS

M Tourism players at the Coast are
breathing a sigh of relief after the
Kenya Wildlife Service joined the
fight to eradicate the Indian house
crow problem. Dr Sam lkwaye,
Mombasa Tourism Council chairman,
said KWS will bring a focused
approach to beat the invasive pest.
“This will give us a coordinated
approach to eliminate the birds. We
cannot work in isolation, as different
teamns did in Kilifi and Kwale, with
disastrous results for our hotels” he
said, Hotels suffered as the crows
wreaked havoc, and Dr lkwaye
warned that unless they act
together, the birds will re-colonise.
[P%sllh) Mwakio]

Court defers KNH murders suspect’s plea taking

The High Court in Nairobi has deferred the date
for Kennedy Kalombotole, the Kenyatta National
Hospital murders prime suspect, to answer charg-
es after his lawvyers questioned a medical report on
his fitness tostand trial.

A medical report presented before Justice Diana
Kavedza indicated that Kalombotole was fit to
answer to murder charges of Edward Maingi Nde-
gwa and Gilbert Kinyna Muthoni, who were
patients at KNH.

Nevertheless, his lawyers said the report had
gaps as it concentrated on his well-being and not
his mental state. His legal team, comprising Philip
Maiyo, Zephania Achapa and Joshua Ombengi,

asserted that the report had not complied with the
law as the examining doctor had not indicated if
he had specialised in mental health.

Asked if they had an alternative report, Maiyo
said no doctor was willing to carry out the tests.
“The report does not conform with the law as it
does not indicate there is a special skill by the doc-
tor. It is just aname and the medical officer’s num-
ber. The conclusion does not tell us about his men-
tal state,” argued Maiyo.

Maivo explained that their bid for another report
was out of concern that Kalombotole was not men-
tally fit. He said even in public, people were asking
how and why he was representing a mentally ill

person. Achapa said the doctor concentrated on
his client’s diabetes and convulsions. “It is a medi-
cal report and not an assessment, it is about diabe-
tes and convulsions. The issue raised boils down
to the trial. It is about ticking of the boxes but there
is nothing that shows this person is mentally fit to
stand trial,” argued Achapa.

On the other hand, the Director of Public Pros-
ecution, Renson Ingonga urged the court to pro-
ceed with the exercise. Kui Githinji, the prosecutor,
representing the DPP, said the government had
done its best to find a medical doctor who was will-
ing to carry out the crucial test. She said the
40-year-old was fit to stand trial. [KamauMuthoni]

VIHIGA. ODM COURTS
WESTERN SUPPORT BASE

M The ODM party has turned its
focus to Western, with top leaders
urging the region to remain in the
partys fold ahead of 2027, ODM
deputy party leader and Vihiga
Senator Godfrey Osotsi and party's
national chairperson Gladys Wanga,
made the appeal during a church
service at Ibwali African Divine
Church in Hamisi.They reminded the
region of its historic role as a
bedrock of the Orange movement.
Osotsi hailed grassroots elections in
Vihiga, Busia, Bungoma and
Kakamega counties as proof that
ODM remains vibrant, "The elections
showed that our structures are
strong, Osotsi said, [Brian Kisanji]
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Mother’s plea
for son lost in
NYS mayhem

» Joseph Kang'ara disap-
peared after anti-Ruto
chants erupted during the
August NYS pass-out.

» His mother, who be-
lieves military officers ab-
ducted him, is begging the
State for his safe return.

BENARD LUSIGI, KAKAMEGA

ane Njeri, a distressed

mother from Jua Kali

estate in Kakamega

County; is living a night-

mare following the al-
leged enforced disappearance
of her 27-year-old son, Joseph
Kang’ara.

The young man reportedly
vanished a month ago dur-
ing the National Youth Ser-
vice (NYS) pass-out parade in
Gilgil, Nakuru County, under
circumstances she believes in-
volve military personnel.

On August 28, 2025, Njeri
had travelled with Kang’'ara to
Gilgil to witness her younger
son graduate from the 89™
NYS pass-out parade—a mo-
ment that was supposed to be
filled with pride and celebra-
tion. However, that joy guickly
turned into despair.

According to Njeri, her son
was abducted by a person be-
lieved to be a soldier during
the event, which was attended
by President William Ruto.
She claims the abduction oc-
curred shortly after chaos
broke out at the venue follow-
ing anti-government chants
from sections of parents and
youth in attendance.

“My son told me he was
stepping away to use the
washroom. As he headed in
that direction, chants of ‘one-
term’ began coming from the
same area. I saw a tall, heav-
ily built woman in military
uniform, wearing a red beret.
She intercepted my son, held
his hand, and a few metres
away, did the same to another
young man. She then led both
of them towards the wash-
rooms. That was the last time
Isaw my son,” Njeri recounted.
She waited for nearly half an
hour, but when he failed to
return, she began searching
frantically—without success.

“My son wasn't even part of
the group chanting slogans.
Where we were sitting was
calm. The commotion was

Jane Njeri. [Benjamin Sakwa, Standard ]

coming from other tents be-
hind us. That's where police
and NYS officers started ar-
resting people, mostly young
people, and beating them.
Some were taken away,” she
said.

After the parade, Njeri
searched within the NYS col-
lege compound and its sur-
roundings, to no avail. The
following day, she reported
the incident at Gilgil Police
Station, where her case was
recorded under OB number
28t 13/29/025.

“Police assured me they
would investigate and give
me an update within a week.
But when nothing happened,
I returned to the station. They
requested a photo of my son
and promised to circulate his
details nationwide. Two more
weeks passed, and still, there
was no progress,” she said.
Disheartened by the lack of
assistance, Njeri spent two
weeks in Nakuru hoping for
answers, then expanded her
search to hospitals in Nakuru,
Naivasha, and later Kakamega,
where she filed a second re-
port at Kakamega Central Po-
lice Station. “I lost faith in the
police and decided to search
on my own. I travelled to Naku-
ru, Naivasha, Nyahururu, then
on to Nairobi, Githurai 24 and
25, and finally Machakos. It
was allin vain,” she explained.
Now, Njeri is appealing direct-
ly to the government:

“My son is a disciplined
young man who had nothing
to do with the unrest. I am ful-
ly convinced that he was tak-
en by government agents and
that he is in their custody. My
only plea is this: if he is alive,
please release him. My heart
is broken, and the fact that his
phone remains off only deep-
ens my fears. My daily prayer is
that he is alive. I don’'t want to
receive him in a coffin.”

newsdesk@standardmedia.co. ke
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Energy & Petroleum Regulatory Authority

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC CONSULTATIVE FORUMS ON THE PROPOSED DESIGN, FINANCE, CONSTRUCTION, OPERATIONS
AND MAINTENANCE OF TWO (2) PROJECTS BY AFRICA 50/POWER GRID OF INDIA- A PRIVATE PUBLIC
PARTNERSHIP (PPP) IN COLLABORATION WITH THE KENYA ELECTRICITY TRANSMISSION COMPANY
(KETRACO)

The Energy and Petroleum Regulatory Authority (EPRA) is Kenya's energy sector regulatory agency established under
the Energy Act Cap 314 with responsibility for economic and technical regulation of the electric power, renewable energy,
and petroleum subsectors.

EPRA has received Project Proposals for Design, Finance, Construction, Operations and maintenance of the two (2)
projects listed below by Africa 50/Power Grid of India a PPP in collaboration with KETRACO.

1. The 400kV Double Circuit(D/C) Loosuk-Lessos transmission Line, a new 400/220kV Lessos Sub-station,
220kV bay extension at existing 220/132kV Lessos sub-station, and a new 400kV switching Sub-station at
Loosuk, with a line in/line out (LILO) of both Circuits of existing Loiyangalani-Suswa 400kV D/C line into

new Loosuk substation; and

2. The 220kV Double Circuit(D/C) Kibos-Kakamega-Musaga Transmission Line, new sub-stations at Kakamega
and Musaga, associated 220kV bay extensions at Kibos and LILO of both circuits of existing Musaga-Lessos
132kV D/C line into new Musaga Sub-station

In accordance with the Constitution and the Statutory Instruments Act Cap. 2A, the Authority will conduct public
consultations to obtain feedback on the Proposed Design, Finance, Construction, Operations and maintenance of the two
(2) projects at the listed locations. All the forums will take place from 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

8 October 2025 Sarova, Imperial Kisumu
9" October 2025 Eldoret National Polytechnic

Written memoranda clearly marked “PUBLIC COMMENTS ON PROPOSED DESIGN, FINANCE, CONSTRUCTION,
OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE OF TWO (2) PROJECTS BY AFRICA 5(/POWER GRID OF INDIA- A PRIVATE
PUBLIC PARTNERSHIP (PPP) IN COLLABORATION WITH THE KENYA ELECTRICITY TRANSMISSION
COMPANY (KETRACO) can be sent via email to EconomicRegulation@epra.go.ke.

Additionally, written memoranda may be hand delivered to EPRA’s Head Office in Nairobi or the listed satellite
offices between 8:00a.m. to 5:00 p.m. during business days to reach the undersigned not later than 14th October 2025.

REGIONS PHYSICAL ADDRESS

Nairobi Office 15t_Fluur, Eagle Africa Centre, Longonot Road, Upper Hill
Coast Region Office - Mombasa 3rd Floor, Kilindini Plaza Building, Moi Avenue

Nyanza & Western Region - Kisumu 21d Floor, Lake Basin Mall
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EDITORIAL

Pay lecturers’ dues or
hold talks to end strike

ublic university students have threatened to join
ptheir lecturers in the streets to push the govern-

ment to pay the monies owed to the latter. The
lecturer’s strike entered its third week on Monday with
no end in sight.

Learning has been disrupted in public universities
countrywide and it is easy to understand the students’
frustration.

Although the government has released Sh2.5 billion
to partially offset the lecturers’ salary arrears, the lec-
turer’s are still owed Sh7.9 billion under the 2017-2021
Comprehensive Bargaining Agreement.

After releasing the Sh2.5 billion, the government
directed the lecturers to go back to class or risk disci-
plinary action if they do not obey a court order requir-
ing them to resume work. The lecturers suspect the
government might not pay the remaining amount con-
sidering that it has failed to fulfill its promise to settle
the debt in the past. For instance, it reneged on the
September 8, 2024 return-to-work-formula.

The government must recognise that paying lectur-
ers what they are owed is not a favour — it is a contrac-
tual and moral obligation. These educators are not
merely employees; they are mentors, innovators, and
nation-builders.

Their commitment to teaching and research has
persisted despite financial hardship, and it is high time
that that commitment is reciprocated with fairness
and respect. Stable funding and timely remuneration
are prerequisites for institutions to focus on what truly
matters.

The Treasury’'s Sh2.5 billion payout should mark the
beginning of a lasting solution, not a temporary
reprieve. Unfortunately, despite not fully meeting the
demands of the lecturers, the government does not
seem keen on holding serious negotiations with lectur-
ers as would have been expected.

The current situation cannot resolve itself. Threats
will not end the strike either. The government should
look for money to settle the debt owed to the lecturers
or invite them for candid talks. That is the only way to
end this strike that is needlessly wasting students’
time and money,

End these horrors in Kilifi

ilifi County shot to the national limelight in
March 2023 for all the wrong reasons. The dis-

covery of a cult at Shakahola under Pastor Paul
Mckenzie, that is blamed for the deaths of more than
400 people, shocked the nation to the core. In August
this year, yet another cult was discovered at Kwa Bin-
zaro village in Kilifi where 32 bodies have been
retrieved from shallow graves.

While the publicis still grappling with this sad reali-
ty of cultism getting entrenched in Kilifi, another sus-
pected cult has been discovered in Dera village where
five emaciated children forced to undergo fasting were
rescued. Clearly, Kilifi is a crime scene. Unfortunately;,
local authorities are sleeping on the job. They must
wake up and ensure cultic practices are eliminated.
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Jeremiah Kioni should tell us whose interests he is serving by criticising the

leadership of the other opposition parties since our leader Uhuru Kenyatta

has not sent him to do that. At the moment, we are focused on rebuilding

our party and not fighting our friends,
Mark Mwenje, Embakasi West MP

MY TWO CENTS

LET ME MIND MY
OWN BUSINESS WHICH
NEITHER OF Y0U
MINDS!!!
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Kenyans’ warmth and spirit of

rider came to my place of work the
other day with some documents [

needed to sign. I knew it would be the
usual hurried exchange: Pick the documents,
skim through, scribble my signature where
required, hand them back and watch him
zoom away. Instead, I got schooled on every-
thing [ had forgotten about us.
Dressed in theright gear, he greeted me so

warmly I was taken aback. As [ signed, the
wind picked up and without hesitation, he

moved to shield me so I could work comfort-
ably. When I was done, [ thanked him,

expecting him to hop on his motorbike and

zoom into the city's chaos. Instead, he said
“you first, madam,” while gesturing for me to

go ahead. [ was floored!

I walked back to the office replaying that
simple yet profound encounter. Because this
is us. Thisis the side of Kenya we often for-

get to speak about.

They are the VIPS who hold the lift open
for you when you are rushing to get in. They

are the motorists who slow down and flash
their headlights to let you to cross a busy
street then acknowledge your little wave
with a cheerful honk. They arethe ladies at
the supermarket who allow you to jump the
queue because all you have in your hand isa
bottle of water and a deadline to beat. They
are the mama mboga who, without being
asked, offer tips on how to make mboga kie-
nyveji because for them, it isn’t just another
sale but a chance to share the beauty of sis-
terhood.

Everywhere, each day, they show up with
aray of warmth that remains undimmed,
regardless of whatever unsettling things are
happening on the outside.

Perhaps, what embodies this Kenyan spir-
it can be summed up with what happened
this past weekend when TikTokers came all
out to support a young lad called Kaluma. He
has been sharing his everyday life while
nursing his ailing father. Without a politi-
cian rallying them, without a preacher
threatening damnation and hellfire, without
a thought about what may be in it for them,
Kenyans simply showed up for one of their
OWTL

Watching Kaluma overwhelmed on the
podium and struggling to make sense of
what had just happened will remain one of
the most magical moments this country has
witnessed. One TikToker said “Iam going
through alot as we speak but, in this
moment, I felt it was important for me to
come and help Kaluma”. If this isn't magic, |
don't know what is.

togetherness simply amazing

It is the same spirit that moves us to cele-
brate our athletes. We flood our timelines
with their photos in jubilation even when we
know we have no share in their reward. We
set our clocks to cheer them on, willing them
forward for the gold. And when they win, we
celebrate their triumph foritis ours.

We are Kenyans. We own our space with
pride because there is only one Kenya. We
get disappointed sometimes. We are heart-
broken by the few who fail, time and again,
to grasp how special a people we are. But
this is us.

We mourn with strangers and want the
best for the person next door. We raise funds
when we are barely surviving for people we
do not know if only to lessen their burden.
We celebrate love when it visits people we
only know online. We call out bullies and
criminals in the hope of building a better
country. When the vulnerable among us are
in danger, we become the country’s intelli-
gence network, amplifying their plight,
demanding justice for them. We go all out to
celebrate our peer’s children when they hit
milestones our own have yet to reach, danc-
ing ourselves lame because their joy is ours
just like their children are our children.

This is us. A people bound together by
empathy, resilience and a brotherhood we
defend so fiercely. And nothing, not hard-
ship, not disappointment, not politics,
should ever take away the magic of being
Kenyan.

Ms Wekesa is a development communica-
tion consultant
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PALAVER

As announced, says Onyango
Moffat[onyangomoffat89@gmail.
com], the registration of voters is
underway. “The youth can’t afford
to lose this golden opportunity.
Since the 2024 demos, the younger
generation has pushed for change.
They feel the government hasn’t
performed as per expectations. By
registering as voters, we acquire
the power to choose what is best
for us. To stop the recycling of
unproductive leaders and under-
performing

regimes, K
citizens must '
participatein

electing good A
leaders. We &
Nepal way, let F”Esfﬂfn
us kick out

deadwood

through the

ballot”.

shouldn’t go the | /

Newfound freedom often blinds
university students to reality,
according to Angwenyi Brian
[angwenyibrian5665@gmail.com].
“Dating a man or lady for along time
doesn’t mean you are safe because
diseases are silent. Freshers may look
innocent, but there are those who
carry hidden health risks. There is a
need for students to protect
themselves or choose abstinence if
they can’t practice safe intimacy. In
Kenya and beyond, wisdom is
protection. Take care and stay safe”.

The Jubilee Party under Uhuru
Kenyatta does not seem to be in any
mood to share platforms with any
political unity that accommodates
the ‘heroes’ of the now infamous
‘Northlands occupation’, and that
might have informed its decision to
field candidates for all seats come
the 2027 general election. The
question is; have all the ‘regrets’,
‘apologies’ and ‘supplication’ fallen
on deaf ears? In what

other ways could
‘the empire’
strike back,
going
forward?”

Enough is
enough, asserts
Cherop
Lornah[cheroplornah1@gmail.com ].
“The government should
acknowledge the importance and
value of Education and honour all the
deals it signed with lecturers to allow
learning in the public universities to
resume. It's almost a month without
studies, which would certainly
tamper with institutions” almanac
aside from wasting students’ time
and finances. The idleness may even
lead to poor decisions like drug abuse
and other sorts of immoralities.
Students should use this time
meaningfully while hoping studies
will resume soon.”

Write to us:
Oped@standardmedia.co.ke

Do you agree with latest Infotrack poll on Kenya?

W YCLIFFE OCHIENG,
PR PRACTITIONER

Kenyans have
grown tired
of this regime

totally agree with the find-
Iings of the recent survey by

Infotrack that showed 57
per cent of Kenyans believe the
country is headed in the wrong
direction. In fact, I believe the
said percentage is very con-
servative going by the percep-
tion of Kenyans from all parts
of the country. The majority of
citizens are tired of the Kenya
Kwanza regime and have cho-
sen silence, waiting to pour out
their anger at the ballot. The
survey reveals a nation that is

weighed down by daily surviv-
al struggles. The Infotrack sur-
vey indicated that the high cost
of living is a major concern for
the majority of Kenyans. A
country that has no employ-
ment opportunities, people
can't afford basic needs, and
the health sector is compro-
mised, is broken. To address
this negative outlook, the gov-
ernment needs to come out
urgently to address core issues;
economic stabilisation, job cre-
ation, and restoration of public
trust. The leadership should go
beyond promises to visible
actions to restore dignity
among ordinary citizens. The
one-term chorus could be actu-
alised come 2027

BRAMWEL ROTICH,
POLICY ANALYST

NO

We’ve made
good progress
under Ruto

do not agree with the
]:Infﬂtrat:i{ poll that suggest-

ed that 57 per cent of Ken-
yans feel the country is head-
ed in the wrong direction. I
say so because the poll was
based on economic hardship
without capturing the long-
term policy directions. On the
flip-side, Kenya has registered
remarkable progress in eco-
nomic stability, fiscal reforms
and constitutionalism. For
instance Infotrack did not tell
Kenyans about the significant

recovery of the agriculture
sector that drove economic
growth by 5.6 per centin 2023,
Another key indicator is the
fall ininflation rate from 7.7
per cent to the current 4.5 per
cent, according to the World
Bank. Under the Kenya Kwan-
za regime, Kenya has wit-
nessed remarkable growth in
foreign direct investment. It is
worth noting that Kenya was
the only African country that
recorded progress in the value
of Venture Capital Funding in
2024. Secondly, Kenya has
invested heavily in digital
infrastructure. Although we
have challenges of high debt
and unemployment, we con-
tinue to attract foreign inves-
tors.

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF OLDER PERSONS

Text and photos: Erastus Mulwa

We need to do more to improve the lives of suffering elderly persons

which focuses on ageing, has been marked

every year on October 1since 1991. The UN
2023 World Social Report indicated that an age-
ing populationis a defining global trend of our
time and that persons aged 65 years or older
globally will reach 1.6 billion in 2050. The fastest
growth will be in Northern Africa, Western Asia
and sub-Saharan Africa, according to the Caritas
CARES 2023 report. Subsequently, the demand
for long-term care will rise and lead to a greater
need for both residential and home-based care.

The Protocol to the African Charter on Human
and Peoples’ Rights on the Rights of Older Per-
sons in Africa, adopted in 2016 but which came
into force on November 4, 2024, proposed a con-
tinental framework to safeguard the human
rights of older persons. Among the key proposals
are offering incentives for the provision of home
care by family members while allowing room for
optional and affordable residential care.

In Kenya, the Constitution in Article 43 gives
Kenyans the right to social security, while Article
57 is on the rights of older persons. Commenda-
bly, the State Department for Social Protection
and Senior Citizen Affairs is developing an older
persons Bill to safeguard the rights of older per-
sons. Our hope is that access to adequate food,
water, shelter, clothing and healthcare as envis-
aged by the United Nations Principles for Older
Persons shall be granted. The financial support
to the older persons through the Inua Jamii Pro-
gramme, though a groundbreaking effort, is
insufficient and should be reviewed to reflect the
current cost of living,

Sadly, the concerns for the elderly in Kenya are
generally abandoned to individual families, a few
pockets of private initiatives and periodic atten-

The International Day of Older Persons,

MbaiMuthee,

Founder and Director, Mt Kenya
Upendo Home for the Aged

tion of faith-based groups (Nyeri Archbishop

Anthony Muheria, for example, has been urging
congregants to uphold the dignity of the older
persons). This is despite the many challenges
faced by our senior citizens.

The traditional social set up where family
members - mainly spouses and grown up chil-
dren - reverently took care of their elderly parents
and grandparents has been disrupted. Social
change and newer socio-economic paradigms
such as a smaller number of children, urbanisa-
tion and seniors who may not have founded fami-
lies or gotten children of their own, are with us.
Actually, the classic narrative of being unable to
take care of a parent yet she/he had raised 10 of us
or bringing a young wife to do the ‘maids’ job of
taking care of our aged parents, is unrealistic and
anachronistic cultural lag.

Whereas home-based care for the elderly
remains the prototype of caregiving due to the

growing numbers involved, the concerns for the
elderly cannot be abandoned to individual family
members. In some cultures, for example, bathing
and changing diapers by one’s children remains
awkward.

The acceptance of the constraints faced in per-
sonally taking care of one’s parents in old age is
birthing several institutions offering courses in
caregiving or nursing aid assistants. Philan-
thropic initiatives are also becoming common
where large numbers of older persons are occa-
sionally gathered for food relief, health care and
socialisation. This, however, does not address the
elephant in the room: Ageing is escalating into a
serious problem in Kenya. There are many elder-
ly persons living in impoverished backgrounds,
living alone, sexually abused, especially those
with dementia, neglected and indispensably
requiring health or social care.

This makes residential care the only plausible
choice both for individuals and families. Never-
theless, as indicated in the Caritas CARES report
(2023), costs will be a major challenge for poor
households, there will be a shortage of qualified
care personnel, and live-in carers may face chal-
lenging working conditions. The government of
necessity will have to invent practices and poli-
cies that will address the financing of care, espe-
cially for residential care.

Meanwhile, Kenyans should individually and
collectively desire to support emerging charita-
ble organisations taking care of poor, abused and
sometimes homeless senior brothers and sisters.
Corporations such as Cooperative Bank, Safari-
com Foundation and Chandaria Foundation have
pioneered support to not-for-profit care homes
and must be appreciated.
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Keria Nkumbo’s tribulations
and Kenya’ S politics of poverty

eria Nkumbo, a dusty trading centre
Knn the border of Meruand Tharaka

Nithi, carries within its daily strug-
gles the unspoken truth of Kenya's politics:
When poverty hardens into a way of life,
elections are no longer about vision, but
about survival. Here, illicit brews flow more
readily than opportunity. Teenage girls slip
into early marriages while their peers aban-
don classrooms for bod boda or casual
labour, and entire families live under the
shadow of want. What is remarkable is not
that these problems exist. They exist across
the country but that they are so normalised,
so routine, that they no longer provoke out-
rage.

This normalisation is political. For the res-
idents of Keria Nkumbo and countless simi-
lar villages across Kenya, elections are not
moments of civic renewal but brief seasons
when power notices their existence. During
those few weeks, politicians descend with
sacks of unga, handouts, and empty promis-
es. The people, trapped in cycles of illiteracy
and poverty, cannot afford the luxury of ask-
ing about policy; their questions are immedi-
ate: Will I eat tonight? Will my child remain
in school next term? Politics here is not
about manifestos. It is about survival.

This is the hidden architecture of Kenyan
democracy. We call it competitive politics,
yet in many rural wards and peri-urban
slums, the ballot is less a choice than a trans-
action. Poverty has hollowed out the idea of
informed decision-making. [lliteracy and
hopelessness have stripped away the tools
with which citizens can interrogate leaders.
In this vacuum, the politician who can mobi-
lise clan loyalties or scatter the biggest hand-
outs almost always triumphs.

The tragedy is that this cycle is self-rein-
forcing. Poverty breeds illiteracy. [lliteracy
produces social dysfunction, illicit brews,
early marriages, and school dropouts. Social
dysfunction deepens poverty. And into this
loop walks the politician, offering not solu-
tions but small favours, ensuring that the
system never changes because desperation
keeps them in power. In this sense, the brew-
ing dens of Keria Nkumbo are not just social
problems; they are political weapons. Every
drunk father, every teenage mother, every
dropout is part of a captured constituency,
easier to manipulate, cheaper to buy.

When viewed from Nairobi, it is easy to
dismiss these dynamics as local issues, “vil-
lage problems.” But they are not. They repre-
sent the silent crisis shaping Kenya's demo-
cratic trajectory. If the 2027 elections are to
be decided in regions where poverty and
illiteracy reign, then the battle will not be
over ideas but over who can better exploit
desperation. And if that is the case, we must
aslc Are Kenyans truly choosing leaders or
merely auctioning their votes to the highest
bidder?

The situation in Keria Nkumbo is not
unigue. From the slums of Mathare to the
drylands of Turkana, from the fishing villag-
es of Homa Bay to the cane fields of Mumias,
poverty is quietly scripting our politics. It
decides who registers to vote, who turns up

at rallies, who can be bribed with a note of
Sh200, who will sell their ID card for a few
kilos of maize. Yet poverty has no manifesto.
Poverty does not care about climate change
policy, industrialisation plans, or foreign
investment strategies. Poverty is immediate,
urgent, and personal. And that urgency suf-
focates the possibility of issue-based politics.
The risk, therefore, is not just bad leader-
ship in 2027. The deeper risk is the entrench-
ment of a political culture where vision nev-
er matters, where leadership never trans-
forms, and where democracy itself is emp-
tied of meaning. What we are left with is
electoral theatre: Crowds at rallies, songs
and dances, long manifestos printed in
glossy colours, yet the real contest takes
place in the shadows, in the quiet exchanges
of money, alcohol, food, and clan bargains.
This cycle can be broken, but only if poli-
tics is re-imagined as social transformation,
not elite competition. County governments,
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The situation in Keria Nkumbo

s not unigue. From the slums

of Mathare to the drylands

of Turkana, from the fishing
villages of Homa Bay to the
cane fields of Mumias, poverty is
quietly scripting our politics.

daily@standard.com

especially in places like Meru, must recog-
nise that the fight against illicit brews, early
marriages, and school dropoutsisnot a
“social issue” to be delegated to NGOs, but a
political priority. A county that can not keep
its children in school, that can not offer
youth alternatives toidleness and drink, that
can not protectits girls from predatory tra-
ditions, is a county where democracy will
always be shallow.

Equally, political parties must stop treat-
ing rural Kenya as zones for mobilisation
only during campaigns. They should estab-
lish permanent grassroots structures that
educate citizens about rights, train youth in
livelihood skills, and nurture communities
away from dependency. Without this, the
opposition’s call for unity or the govern-
ment’s promise of development will remain
empty rhetoric. The poor cannot eat unity;
they can not live on promises.

Finally, we must confront a moral ques-
tion: What does it mean for a nation when
its poorest citizens are effectively voting out
of desperation? Can we continue calling our-
selves a democracy when millions of votes
are decided not by vision but by hunger? If
democracy is to mean anything, then it must
begin by liberating citizens from the desper-
ation that chains their choices.

Keria Nkumbo, then, is not a forgotten
trading centre. It is a mirror. It shows us the
face of a Kenya where politics is not about
the future but about survival Unless we con-
front this reality, 2027 will not be a contest of
ideas. It will be another ritual of recycling
the same politicians who thrive on our
weakness. As long as we remain trapped in
this cycle, poverty will continue to rule, and
democracy will continue to be an illusion.

Alternative View

Why Uhuru has no
moral

authority to
lecture Ruto

LEONARD KHAFAFA

ormer President Uhuru Kenyatta's recent
Fhrnadside against President William Ruto

was strikingly uncharacteristic. Since his
retirement in 2022, Mr Kenyatta had largely with-
drawn from the political arena, maintaining a pos-
ture of dignified silence. His sudden, acerbic
remarks depart markedly from the precedent set by
Kenya's previous heads of state, who, upon leaving
office, generally refrained from public commentary
on political affairs.

Uhuru has criticised Ruto’s administration,
denouncing its performance across several key
domains of governance. In a pointed rebuke, he
recalled cautioning the nation against conferring
the presidency upon a figure he characterised as
“divisive and opportunistic.”

He attributed widespread economic hardship -
and the resultant civil unrest - to the Ruto adminis-
tration’s policy missteps and fiscal mismanage-
ment. Furthermore, Uhuru accused his successor of
undermining democratic principles citing what he
termed a “betrayal of democratic norms,” and
lamenting a perceived erosion of the institutional
integrity that underpins constitutional order.

Uhuru appears to be the most ardent believer in
his own mythos. Speaking in a tone that borders on
condescension, he seems to overlook a crucial polit-
ical reality: The last presidential election was won
largely due to protest votes against his handpicked
successor. Many Kenyans cast their ballots, not in
favour of an alternative vision, but to reject what
they perceived as an attempted consolidation of
power - a hegemonistic grip exercised through a
proxy presidency.

The following facts undermine Uhuru’s claims to
political, social and economic success. To begin
with, he inherited an economy that was on a stable
and sustainable growth trajectory. Under President
Mwai Kibaki, Kenya's debt-to-GDP ratio stood at
50.7 per cent in 2013 - well within the recommend-
ed threshold for developing economies - and a
marked reversal of the upward trend in public debt
seen in previous years.

However, upon assuming office, Uhuru embarked
on an aggressive spree of large-scale infrastructure
projects, financed primarily through high-interest
commercial loans. This short-term, expensive bor-
rowings significantly strained the country’s fiscal
position, bringing Kenya dangerously close to
defaulting on its sovereign debt obligations. By the
end of his tenure, the debt-to-GDP ratio had bal-
looned to nearly 70 per cent, a level widely regarded
as unsustainable.

The Auditor General’s 2019 report highlights sig-
nificant lapses in economic governance that have
inflicted profound hardship on its citizens. Notably,
a portion of the $2 billion Eurobond secured in 2014
was diverted to general budgetary spending, rather
than being allocated to specific development pro-
jects as mandated by the Public Finance Manage-
ment Act. Furthermore, additional reports revealed
that nearly USD 1 billion in proceeds from the same
Eurobond were never deposited into the govern-
ment’s designated public funds account.

As Uhuru extolled his administration’s health-
care initiatives for expectant mothers, he omitted
the scandals that imperiled the lives of Kenya's
most vulnerable citizens. Among these was the
2016 Afya House scandal, involving the misappro-
priation of ShS billion earmarked for free maternity
care and HIV programmes. Equally egregious was
the 2020 Covid-19 funds scandal, in which Sh7.8 bil-
lion allocated for personal protective equipment
and essential medical supplies was misused. When
it comes to fiscal accountability and good govern-
ance, Uhuru is one to talk!

Mr Khafafa is a public policy analyst
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HOTON X

Maraga: | don't
have money for you’

@AlinurMohamed: Former CJ David
Maraga boldly told Mombasa County
youths he won't give them money for
handouts as they are used with other poli-
ticians. This country is slowly changing.

@ThomasSankaraWN:
That's the kind of
honesty Kenya has been
starving for. Maraga
didn't go to Mombasa
to play Santa Claus with
wheelbarrow handouts
or fake promises—he told the youth
straight up: Your future isn't in my pocket,

it's in your hustle, ideas, and integrity.

@Okandalnr: He won't get any votes from
them. People attend political rallies to get
stipends, not to listen to stories.

@PETRUS964210082: Let's see how that
goes? Handouts no, but he has to spend
one way or another on his audiences.

@anyangatommy: And the youth clapped
and rejoiced at the suggestion.

Follow us on X

@StandardKenya

FROM THE WEB

Kenyan scientist
Arthur Obel, dies

Standard Digital: Kenyan scientist and
researcher Prof Arthur Obel, known for
controversial claims of finding an Aids cure,
dies at a city hospital after long iliness, family
confirms.

Patrick Mudavadi: Rest well Prof. You taught
us biochemistry in MSc at UoN Chiromo
campus. Those long formulas!

Clement Kinyua: He once shot a
matatu driver in a traffic jam.
In his defence, he said the
driver was blocking him yet
he was rushing to save a life.
You wonder; was he taking
one life to go save another?

Steven Omari: He was called a quack and
retorted; "Are the medical students | teach at
the university of Nairobi quacks?”

Aaron Mukiiri: Pearl Omega was signifi-
cantly responsive, but the West wouldn't have
swallowed their deathly pride; that a Kenyan
scientist was just about to salvage humanity
from its carelessness.

Ochola H. Ochieng: The politics around
Arthur Obel's Pearl Omega and Davy Koech's
Kemron was interesting. However, both failed
the clinical trials.

EDUCATION

Work with government to ensure that students
who fail to join university get college admission

Reports indicate that over 700,000 students who
sat the 2024 Kenya Certificate of Secondary Educa-
tion (KCSE) and obtained between grades C-plain
to E cannot be accounted for in the system.

No child should be “lost’ despite the grade they
score. All hands are needed to build Kenya, which
is why the government launched the 100 per cent
transition that should be supported by all stake-
holders. The government can do its share, but the
other part remains the responsibility of stakehold-
ers, including the private sector, which, according
to the Kenva Vision 2030, should fund 70 per cent
of our national development programmes, includ-

ing in education.

All should support education as espoused by
giants who vouched for its achievement. First, Nel-
son Mandela said, “Education is the most powerful
weapon you can use to change the world”. If we
want to change Kenya, there is need to invest in
education, including Technical Vocational and Ter-
tiary Institutions (TVETs), which have the ability
to absorb many and accelerate our manufacturing
and industrialisation, akin to what Germany, Japan

and China do.

The private sector should build more vocation-
al and other middle level colleges to absorb all
grades, which will push the transition higher.

Secondly, Benjamin Franklin observed that “An
investment in knowledge pays the best interest”,
which means that the private players will reap
profits and revenues because students will occupy

such institutions, hence a

stable source of income.

The public sector stands to gain if more Kenyans
have access to all levels of training from increased
consumption and hence, more revenue to the
government that can be used to expand socio-eco-

nomic development.

Third, Malcom Forbes supported the views of
Mandela and Franklin by noting that “The purpose
of education is to replace an empty mind with an

POLITICS

Just weeks ago, retired
President Uhuru Kenyat-
ta was all smiles at State
House, laughing with
President Ruto. Now,
Uhuru has accuses the
government of gutting
flagship programmes like
Linda Mama.

In November 2024,
Ruto welcomed several of
Uhuru Kenyatta's allies
into his Cabinet, framing
it as a bold step towards a
broad-based government.
But that olive branch
may have carried deeper
promises: Appointments
as a prelude to something
bigger. Fast forward, and
the trail ends in silence.
The pledge, it seems, was

Uhurus U-turn signals
proken pledges with Ruto

political theatre and Uhu-
ru’'s bitterness now reads
like the fury of a man who
feels played.

A retired president
doesn’t need a throne,
he needs assurance.
For Uhuruy, that might
have meant three simple
things: Protect my legacy,
leave Jubilee untouched,
and don’t turn the State
into a weapon come
2027. If those were the
quiet pledges behind the
State House smiles, then
their breach explains the
bitterness. This signals
the fallout of a handshake
that came with condi-
tions. Michael Karanja,
journalist

POLITICS

Uhuru should
let bygones
be bygones

Several days prior to the North-
land Siege’, some politicos had put
former President Uhuru Kenyatta
on notice that his lands would be in-
vaded and given to the landless if he
persisted with his anti-government
acts. During last week’s Jubilee Annu-
al Delegates Conference (ADC) held
in Nairobi, wild cheers and ululations
rent the air when Uhuru revisited the

open one”. As it stands now, many of the youth
who don’t secure any opportunity may turn idle
and hence fail to join hands with fellow Kenyans in

developing the nation.

We owe the duty of care to such youth under the
Ubuntu philosophy and should do all it takes to
support the government’s commitment to 100 per
cent transition. To the youth who haven't secured
a place to date, there is need to note that delay is
never denial and rejection is just redirection.

Mutegi Giti, Nairobi

EXPLOITATION

Parents shou
daughters in

Northlands invasion. It mimicked a
reopening of old, fetid wounds that
those who caused them would wish
remained hidden.

Kiharu legislator Ndindi Nyoro is
on record saying that tarmac roads
cannot be eaten, a snide remark pur-
posed to water down Uhuru Kenyat-
ta’s efforts in building as many tar-
mac roads as possible countrywide.
Judging from how political clouds
are shaping up, Uhuru's Jubilee will
be in the race in 2027 and chances of
teaming up with the Opposition have
started to fade.

Seemingly, Uhuru has issues to
settle with some of the Opposition
leaders and this plot could thicken as
D-day beckons. The Bible beseeches
us to forgive ‘those who trespass
against us’ seventy by seventy times
like Jesus would do. Hopefully, Uhuru
will emulate the life and times of
Jesus Christ when he lived on Earth.

Kabaria Ole Muturi, Nyeri

d support their
universities

Girls go through alot in pregnancies.
universities and institu- For some girls, what
tions of higher learning might have looked like
after their parents stop good luck soon turns into
providing for them osten- a nightmare. There have
sibly because theyare now  been stories of girls being
adults. The results, as we sold to cults by their older
see in the media, are girls lovers or being trafficked
turning to prostitution to international prosti-
or befriending older men tution syndicates with-
commonly known as “wa- out their consent. This
baba’ to be able to make happens easily after the
ends meet. Unfortunately, girls get duped through
prostitution comes with provision of material
a host of negative effects. things like cars, houses
Many girls have lost their and being taken on vaca-
self-esteem, others have tions. Girls must watch out
contracted STI's, HIV/Aids  for such and stop falling
and bear medical expens- into these traps. This is
es, not to mention the high possible if parents support
level of single mothers them while in college. Rita
after getting unwanted Muthini, Mount Kenya
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CS fights off
claims of taking

sides in Sh1.3b

land dispute

» City tycoon and former PC have
been fighting for the Loresho
land for about 10 years.

» Wahome says the tycoon owns
the land, but MPs say Chelogoi
has genuine documents.

JOSPHAT THIONG'O, NAIROBI

ands Cabinet Secretary Alice

Wahome yesterday found

herself on the defensive af-

ter MPs put her to task over

a dispute between a city ty-
coon and a former PC over the owner-
ship of a Sh1.3 billion land in Loresho,
Nairobi.

During a sitting of the National As-
sembly Lands Committee, Wahome
had to fight off allegations of taking
sides in the row.

The CS had in her presentation to
the House team submitted that the
bonafide owner of the 18-acre piece of
land was Ashok Kumar after disown-
ing Davis Chelogoi’s documents .

“The records that we have as amin-
istry support the ownership of the
land by Ashok. If anyone has docu-
ments contrary tothat I'm afraid that
they are a fraud,” she said.

The CS said an officer at the minis-
try had been jointly charged with the
former administrator for allegedly
falsifying documents.

Lands Principal Secretary Nix-
on Korir agreed, saying: “Maybe
he (Chelogoi) has his own registry. We

do not issue any forged documents.”

The dispute has been on for the last
10 years, with Chelogoi claiming he
has owned the land for 27 years.

MPs sought to understand the CS’s
involvement, questioning why she
physically visited the disputed land
last year in the company of the tyvcoon .

“You have stated that you are not
conflicted vet you visited the land
with Ashok (which is uncharacteris-
tic of a CS). There has also been very
many land disputes across the coun-
try, why haven't vou been there?” said
Kaloleni MP Paul Katana.

“Some of your officers have also
been accused of colluding with
wealthy individuals to defraud in-
nocent Kenvans. What have you done
aboutit?”

Added Kirinyaga Central MP Jo-
seph Gitari: “This committee also has
a letter showing correspondence be-
tween the Registrar of Land and Mr
Chelogoi. Why would the ministry be
asking for a title from Chelogoi for de-
struction if at all they believe it is not
theirs?”

Garsen MP Guyo Ali Wario pointed
out Chelogoi claimed to have the origi-
nal title deed, having acquired it in 1995
from President Daniel Moi.

“The committee noted that it had
also been furnished with a title deed
and other documents to show that
Chelogoi was the owner... According
to Chelogoi, he has been in that farm
for the last 27 years and he has been
planting trees and engaging in a tim-
ber business. Where was Ashok all this

Lands PS Nixon Korir and CS Alice Wahome before the National Assembly Lands Committee at Parliament Buildings yesterday.

[Boniface Ckendo, Standard]
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We have a report
from thie DCrsaying
that Ashok should be

arrested for fraud over

the same piece of land
SO you cannot accuse
us of trying to sanitise

anyone,

Paul Katana, Kaloleni MP

time? I think it is appropriate that
we have a joint meeting between
Ashok, Chelogoi and the ministry,”
said Wario.

But Wahome justified her physi-
cal visit, noting that it was not the
only property that she has visited,
and that she did so on the strength
of a court order.

“I recently also went to Laving-
ton to deliver a title deed for an
eight-acre property belonging to a
school because I felt it was a game
that had gone on for too long. I have
also tried to physically tried to help
alady with aland disputein Upper
hill. I felt these issues needed a per-
sonal approach because sometimes
Kenyans accuse us of being out of
touch,” she said.

And while noting that automa-
tion of the Lands registry was the
way to go to avoid the numerous
land disputes, the CS dared Chelo-
goi to furnish the committee with
documents from the ministry to

prove ownership.

“If he doesn’t have these docu-
ments then he does not qualify to
be the owner,” she observed.

The CS complained that Chelo-
goi was misusing Parliament.

“This matter is already under
probe by the DCI and Chelogoi
should not try using Parliament to
sanitise himself,” said Wahome be-
fore being cut short by Katana, who
accused her of imputing improper
motive on the committee.

“We have a report from the DCI
saying that Ashok should be ar-
rested for fraud over the same piece
of land so you cannot accuse us of
trying to sanitise anyone. We genu-
inely want to establish who owns
the land,” he said.

The committee is now mulling
calling a meeting with all parties
even as it monitors the outcome of
an ongoing court case.

Jthiongo@standardmedia.co.ke

LAW AND ORDER

KNCHR report warns of shrinking space for rights defenders

KNCHR Chief Executive Officer Bernard Mogesa and
the Ombudsman Mercy Wambua during the launch

of areport on human rights defenders yesterday:.
[Boniface Okendo, Standard]

Police officers have been singled out as the
biggest offenders of human rights.

The Kenya National Commission on Human
Rights (KNCHR) reported that the officers
account for majority of the harmful acts against
human rights defenders (HRDs).

The government was also faulted over failure
to ratify international laws on human rights.

This came out during the release of an advi-
sory on the situation of HRDs, which noted an
increase in cases of violations including killings,
kidnappings, enforced disappearances, arbitrary
detention and torture.

“The operating environment of human rights
defenders in the country is not good. We have
seen even when there are demonstrations, the
way they are handled,” said CEOQ Benard Mogesa.

While the National Police Service are man-
dated to protect HRDs, Dr Mogesa said this was

not the case.

“But we have seen the excessive use of force
when it comes to dealing with HRDs in the coun-
try. And many of them sometimes are taken to
court and they are released because there is no
evidence of any criminal act. They go through
these only for expressing violations of human
rights,” he added.

KNCHR reported that eight HRDs were killed
between 2020 and 2022. Two were forcefully dis-
appeared in 2020 and 144 others detained arbi-
trarily.

Out of all the harmful acts, the commission
reported that State actors perpetrated 136, and
no one was convicted.

“It is noteworthy that there was no data cap-
tured on kidnappings and torture, which could
reflect gaps in the monitoring and documenta-
tion of such cases,” says the advisory.

According to the report, the HRDs affected
by the violations are in environment and lands
(5), business and human rights (12), civic and
political rights (77), LGBTQI (14), labour rights
(18) and economic, social and cultural rights
(28).

The advisory lays out recommendations for
various government agencies and ministries,
including the Ministry of Interior, National
Assembly, Office of the Ombudsman, and the
Attorney General, and has been submitted to the
National Assembly and the Senate for consid-
eration.

Among the recommendations are the ratifica-
tion of international laws on human rights,
granting access to Kenya for UN special rappor-
teurs on HRDs, and formulation of a national
law on recognition and protection human rights
defenders. [Jacinta Mutura]
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Ethiopia’s ‘peace

bridge’ brings

hope at border

Peace mission to Ethiopia led to
the planned construction of the
‘peace bridge:

bours. “Every rainy season, we risk
our lives crossing with our goats and
camels. Some drown, others are stolen
when we get stuck on one side. If this
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Scan here for more
stories, photos, videos
and audio dips.

OMOLO INSPECTS
MADARAKA DAY VENUE

Internal Security and National
Administration PS5 Raymond Omolo
yesterday led the National Steering
Committee in inspecting Kitui
County's preparations for the
upcoming Mashujaa Day celebra-
tions. The fete to be held at
Ithookwe Stadium on October 20
under the theme "Energy” will
spotlight Kenyas heroes and
heroines while showcasing the
governments transformative
achievernents. PS Omollo toured

Elders from both sides have bridge comes, our animals will access : ;

_ pasture without fear, and trade will ; Ithookwe Stadium, which has been
welcomed the move that will end flow freely”Nakwaan said. Sl e Rl I ‘ - under construction for four months,
insecurity and floods. Elders on both sides of the border Special Envoy for Peace in Ateker region John Munyes addressing Jukwaa la [Philip Muasya]

have welcomed the move, calling it a Usalama in Lodwar on July 16, 2025. [ Lucas Ngasike, Standard]
LUCAS NGASIKE, TURKANA symbol of a new era in the Ateker re-
gion. “A bridge is not just cement and Ethiopia’s South Omo Region Presi- SUDANESE
hen news brokethat iron. It is a promise that tomorrow will dent Talahun Kebede confirmed that MAN'S BODY RECOVERED
Ethiopia had agreed  be better than yesterday,” said Nyan- plans for the Nakuwa Bridge, along

to build the long-
awaited Nakuwa
Bridge, joy swept
across villages in Turkana North and
Kibish along Kenya-Ethiopia border.
For decades, families in the Ateker
border region have struggled with iso-
lation, insecurity and seasonal floods of
River Nakuwa that cut them off from
their neighbours across the border.
The breakthrough came after a peace

gatom elder Nabwel Moe.

Mothers, too, see hope in the prom-
ise. Akai Edapal 45, a trader in Lokwa-
namor, recalled how women often lose
perishable goods trying to wade across
the flooded river. “We have cried for
many years because we cannot take our
vegetables and milk to the market in
Ethiopia. Sometimes we risk crossing
the river with our goods and livestock.
This bridge will put food on our tables.

with an accompanying road network
te South Sudan, have been approved.

“We want to expedite road infra-
structure development, particularly
construction of the Nakuwa Bridge and
the road linking Ethiopia and South Su-
dan. Peace and stabilitymust prevailon
our borders, and both states must take
responsibility,” Kebede said.

The Cabinet’s approval follows a visit
from a high-level Kenyan delegation in

The body of a 21-year-old South
Sudanese, Mach Mayien Anyieth,
who went missing on Friday, has
been recovered from Lake Nakuru.
Anyieth is believed to have drowned
while fishing in the lake with his
friends. Bol Ajak, chalirman of the
South Sudanese community in
Makuru, said the body was taken to
PNM Mortuary, He said Anyieth had
left home with friends without
infarming his parents.

mission to Ethiopia led by Kenya’s Spe- It will also link us with our neighbours Addis Ababa. The delegation, led by [Yvonne Chepkwony]
cial Envoy for Peace in the Ateker re- during peace meetings,” Edapal said. Kenya's Special Envoy for Peace in the
gion, John Munyes, in the company of However, the announcement is also Ateker region, John Munyes, and Turka-
Turkana North MP Sharif Nabuin. seen as a peace dividend flowing from na North MP Sharrif Nabuin, discussed

The envoy’s delegation met Ethio- the Turmi Declaration, a cross-border the potential benefits of the project for OGADA SEEKS
pian authorities in Addis Ababa and  pact between Kenva and Ethiopia. cross-border peace. REPEAT NOMINATION
subsequently in Turmi to strengthen Analysts believe that building infra- Munyves praised the Ethiopian fed-

cross-border cooperation, and in the
process secured a landmark pledge, the
construction of a bridge that residents
describe as “a lifeline of peace.”

For 62-year-old pastoralist Nakwaan
Nyang’a, the bridge means more than
just easier movement. It will open up
the region and connect it with its neigh-

structure in fragile zones is as crucial
as security patrols, since it directly ad-
dresses the frustrations that fuel inter-
communal clashes. According to Ethi-
opian officials, the construction of the
Nakuwa Bridge to connect Ethiopia’s
South Omo zone with Kenva’'s Kibish
region is set to start soon.

Akai Edapal, Trader

eral government for its support of the
project, describing the Nakuwa corri-
dor as a vital connection for unlocking
the region’s potential. “The rampant in-
security in the border regions of Kenya
and Ethiopia is a significant barrier to
regional progress,” he said.
newsdesk@standardmedia.co.ke

Shock as university professor killed in land dispute

One of the aspirants in ODM's
nomination for Kasipul parliamen-
tary seat now wants the party to
repeat the exercise over alleged
malpractices. Newton Ogada says
the process was marred by massive
irregularities. Addressing journalists
at in West Kasipul Ward, Ogada said
voters were allowed to vote more
than once. "There were some polling
stations where one voter could cast
more than five votes, Ogada
claimed. [James Omoro]

ORENGO MEETS

A university professor has been  survevor to determine the bounda-
murdered in cold blood over aland  ries.
dispute in Homa Bay County. He agreed with the chief and the

Prof Tom Odhiambo of the Techni- surveyor to visit the land to solve the
cal University of Kenya (TUK) was  squabble.
hacked to death at Kakrigu Village, However, Prof Odhiambo and his
Rusinga East Location in Mbita Sub-  father proceeded to the parcel ahead
county. of the chief and the surveyor.

The land dispute resulted from an
incident in which some of Prof Odhia-
mbo’s neighbours encroached onto
his land some time back.

This forced him to seek the inter-
vention of the area chief and the land

head, leading to his death.

“Prof Odhiambo has been hacked
by one the young men using a panga.
He died on the spot,” Mutiso said. their hands.

His body was moved to MED 25 “Let residents avoid taking the law
Kirindo mortuary. His father wasalso  into their hands. The government will
attacked and seriously injured. He  not spare such people,” he added.
was rushed to Mbita sub-county hos- Mutiso described Prof Odhiambo

On arrival, two young men arrived  pital. The administrator said thetwo  as a law abiding citizen.
while armed with a machete. One of suspects disappeared after commit- “Prof followed the legal way to seek
them attacked Prof Odhiambo. ting the heinous act. redress over the matter. It is a very

Mbita Deputy County Commis- “They ran away but our security  barbaricincident,” the administrator
sioner Peter Mutiso said Prof Odhia-  officers have launched investigations  said.
mbo sustained serious injuries onthe  to aid their arrests. They must suffer [James Omoro]

punitive legal measures,” said Mutiso.
The administrator warned resi-
dents against taking the law into

DISMISSED HEALTH STAFF

Some 382 dismissed health
workers who claim they were
victims of a recruitment scam may
have to go without pay after Siaya
Covernor James Orengo insisted the
law must be followed. The workers,
who say they were deployed in
lanuary and served for nine months
without pay, stormed the governors
office. He acknowledged the
suffering they had endured and
promised justice. [Isalah Gwengi]
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Imported electricity edges out local giants

» With local capacity stagnat-
ing, Kenya has turned to Ethio-
pia, Uganda, and Tanzania for

supply.

» The country is still looking to
Importing more power sSo as to
meet the rising demand.

MACHARIA KAMAU, NAIROBI

he amount of electricity

that Kenva imports from

its neighbours has in the

recent years surged and is

now eating into the mar-
ket shares of local power producers
including the Kenya Electricity Gen-
erating Company (KenGen).

Power imports from the region ac-
counted for 10.66 per cent of the total
energy generated, second to KenGen
which accounted for 58.97 per cent in
the year leading to June 2025, accord-
ing to a new statistical report by the
Energy and Petroleum Regulatory
Authority (Epra).

The imports, mostly from Ethiopia,
were ahead of other large power pro-
ducers in the country, including the

Market Share

m KENGEN
s ETHIOPIA
mUETCL
LAKE TURKAMA WIND POWER
s ORPOWERS

» RABAI POWER

s KIPETO ENERGY PLC

m S051AN MENENGAI GEOTHERM AL
s OTHERS

a paltry1.03 per cent over the 2020/21
financial year. It then rose to 4.87 per
cent in 2022/23 when Kenva started
importing power from Ethiopia and
then to 8.8 per cent in 2023/24 year
and 10.66 per cent in the 2024/25 fi-
nancial year.

The rise in imports has corre-

sponded with a drop in market share
for local large producers including
KenGen, whose share has dropped
to 58.97 per cent in the vear end-
ing in June this year, from 63.94 per
cent in the 2020/21 financial vear.

LTWP has seen its share drop from
21.56 per cent to 9.99 per cent over
the four years, while Orpower has
dropped from 7.41 per cent in the year
that endedin June 2021, to 6.14 in June
this year.

Electricity imports could further
edge out power producers in Kenya
as authorities eye more imports.

The Cabinet Secretary Energy and
Petroleum Opivo Wandayi yesterday
said Kenyaand Uganda are reviewing
a longstanding power trade agree-
ment that would see Kenva increase
imports from Uganda from the cur-
rent 80 megawatts(MW) to 120MW.
Kenya currently imports 200MW
from Ethiopia but the two countries
have an agreement that allows this to
be scaled up to 400MW.

“Electricity imports from Uganda
will rise following the revision of
the energy exchange agreement with
UETCL (Uganda Electricity Transmis-
sion Company Limited) from 80MW
to 120MW, improving supply stabili-
ty,” said Wandayi during the launch of
the Energy and Petroleum Statistics
report for the year to June 2025.

Kenya has been increasing imports
to cope up with the growing de-

10.66

PER CENT

KENYA currently imports 10.66
per cent of its electricity from
Ethiopia, Uganda and Tanzania,
edging out local producers.

Power sector players attribute this
to a moratorium on issuance of new
Power Purchase Agreements (PPAs)
bythe governmentin2018as it looked
into the cost of power, with the PPAs
between Kenya Power and power
producers seen as being among the
factors that contribute to high power
costs.

The government lifted the mora-
torium in February 2023 but parlia-
ment reversed the Cabinet’s decision
in April 2023. Epranoted that growth
in electricity consumption has been
on the rise, which has necessitated

Lake Turkana Wind Power (LTWDP) Cabinet Secretary for mand. Power production  higher imports to cope. It has also re-
with a market share of 9.99 per cent Energy and Petroleum, has not kept pace sulted inthe countryrelying moreon
and geothermal power firm Orpower,  Opiyo Wandayi, with the demand, thermal power plants, reversing the
whose share of the market stood at  during therelease of with installed bid by the country to displace thermal
6.14 per cent. the Annual Energy capacity dip- power with renewable energy on the

Kenya also imports electricity from and }"EF“IE“'I' ping for the first  grid. In the report, Epranoted that the
Uganda and Tanzania. Statistics report timeto3,192MW  amount of power source from ther-

The market share ofimported elec- ?;i rldn ;;“ﬂ'ﬂ“;; in June this year = mal energy sources grew from 185 per

from 3199.9MW
in June 2024.

cent t01,335.62 gigawatt hours(GWh).
emacharia@standardmedia.co.ke

tricity has been on a steady increase

over the last four years, going up from Standard]

Government presses China to unlock stalled projects

The cash strapped government of
President William Ruto is racing to
secure Chinese financing to extend
the Standard Gauge Railway (SGR)
from Naivasha to the Ugandan bor-
der and to build the Rironi-Mau
Summit dual carriageway, projects
seen as vital to unlocking Western
Kenva's economy, before the 2027
election deadline.

Prime Cabinet Secretary Musalia
Mudavadi said the government is in
advanced talks with Chinese firms to
unlock the mega infrastructure pro-
jects along the western corridor stat-
ing the goal is to “enhance the effi-
ciency of trade” with Uganda and the

Great Lakes region.

The renewed government effort
comes after earlier plans to extend
the railway hit a snag when the Chi-
na Export-Import Bank halted fur
ther funding for the SGR extension
estimated to cost nearly Sh500 bil-
lion, despite having bankrolled the
initial Sh327 billion line from Mom-
basa to Naivasha.

To break the impasse, the Ruto-led
administration has reportedly pro-
posed a new financing structure
where it would fund 30 per cent of
the project. Mudavadi indicated
there is also an urgency to build the
175-kilometre Rironi-Mau Summit

road, a notorious bottleneck where
travel can take over seven hours dur-
ing peak travel times like Christmas.

In April 2024, the government can-
celled a Sh190 billion deal to expand
the Nairobi Nakuru Highway with a
French consortium and is now seek-
ing Chinese contractors.

Mudavadi confirmed the advanced
negotiations at a reception in Nai-
robi marking the 76th anniversary of
the founding of the People’s Republic
of China.

“We wish to pursue some critical
aspects where we want to extend the
SGR from Naivasha all the way to
Kisumu, Malaba border, so that we

can enhance the efficiency of trade
between us... and indeed, the Great
Lakes region,” said Mudavadi.

He added “We are also in consulta-
tion so that we can have the dual car-
riageway of the Rironi-Mau Summit
road so that all these again can
enhance our trade arrangements
with our partners and in the region.”

An earlier Kenya Association of
Manufacturers (KAM) study found
that businesses prefer trucks due to
the railway’s high cost and lack of
“last-mile” connectivity from its ter-
minus in Naivasha, where a planned
industrial park has been slow to
materialise.

“The government should review
the SGR rates to match road trans-
port,” the KAM study urged, noting
that the railway’s inefficiencies force
costly final deliveries by truck

The Ruto administration, reckons
the two projects (rail and road) are
key in facilitating trade for land-
locked neighbours like Uganda,
Rwanda, and DR Congo.

The public's patience on the
delayed projects has however been
wearing thin. “We don’t care if the
Chinese or the French build it,” said
truck driver John Ochieng in Naiva-
sha. “We just need a road.”

[Brian Ngugi]
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KAPCHORUA TEA 33400 365.50 9.43% g
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Exchange rates
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KES / UGANDA SHILLING 27.0039 HONCKONG DOLLAR 16.6070
KES / TANZANIA SHILLING 18.9956 SINCAPORE DOLLAR 1001747
KES f RWANDAN FRANC 11.2016 SALDI RIYAL 344604
KES f BURUNDIAN FRANC 227851 CHIMESE YLAN 181531
AE DIRHA M I5 1861 AUSTRALIAN DOLLAR B4 B 300
CAaNADIAN DOLLAR 02 7685
CWISE FRANLC 162 (366 SOURCE:COMMERCIAL BANKS
- Sanlam Money Market Fund 0.02% 0.44% X
Unit Trusts
OTHER FUNDS
MONMEY FUNDS DAILY YIELD E. A. RATE
African Alllance Equity Fund 212.4044 190.470
Apollo Money Market Fund 9.60% 10.07% gty - :
Apollo Balanced Fund 160.36 154.
Stanblc Money Market Fund 6.23% b.41% L : ni
Equity Balanced Fund 163.45 164.84
African Alllance Money Market Fund 7.27 % 7.51 % quty E
Amana Balanced Fund 144.01 144.01
CIC Money Market Fund 8.22% 8.53% — =
Amana Fund Class C 7.20 7.44
CIC Fixed Income Fund 10.15% 10.63%
Britam Fixed Income Fund (USD) 5.36% 5.5 1%
Dry Assocates Money Market Fundg.44% 0.8 7%
Britam Bond Plus Fund 11.15% 11.80%
Equity Money Market Fund 3.00% 4.06%
ICEA LION EQUITY FUND 149, 1449,
Jubilee Money Market Fund 10.31% 10.81% 2 S St
ICEA LION BALAMCED FUMD 145.50 145.50
Jubilee Money Market Fund (USD)s5.32% C.4 5%
Jubllee Fixed Income Fund 10.6 0% 11.13%
GenAfrica Money Market Fund  10.22% 10.71%
Etica Fixed Income Fund (USD) 7.41% 7.60%
Genghis Money Market Fund 8.11% 8.45%
Kuza Fixed Income Fund 11.14% 11.78%
GCIB Money Market Fund 11.55% 12.18% 2 ?
Enwealth Fixed Income Fund .79% 9.15%
Mali Money Market Fund g.52% 9.52%
Old Mutual Special Fixed ncome 1.04% 11.61%
Madison Money Market Fund  10.24% 10.79%
Stanbic Fixed Income Fund (USD)4.86% 4.97%
ICEA LION MONEY MARKET FUNMD8.66% g.05%
GCIB Fixed Income Fund 11.91% 12.50%
Britam Money Market Fund 10.34% 10.89%
GCIB Shari'ah Fixed Income Fund 6.93% 7.15%
Britam Money Market Fund (USD) 4.48% 4.c8%
Madison Fixed Income Fund 11.18% 11.83%
Old Mutual Money Market Fund 10.03% 10.51%
Mayfair Fixed Income Fund 15.67 15.67
Enwealth Money Market Fund  10.57% 11.09%
MCBA Fixed Income Fund 2.72% 8.00%
Faulu Money Market Fund 0.50% 0.02%
NCBA Fixed Income Fund (USD)  4.15% 4.23%
Kuza Money Market Fund 10.72% 11.31%
MCBA Equity Fund 216.1 216.1
Kuza Money Market Fund (USD) 5.64% 5.81% ety : :
Sanlam Fixed Income Fund (USD) 4.91% 5.03%
KCB Money Market Fund 8.43% 8.76%
Sanlam Fixed Income Fund (GBP) 2.07% ».60%
KCB Money Market Fund (USD) 4.75% 4.86%
Sanlam Balanced Fund 26.73 26.73
Lofty-Corban Money Market Fund (11.37%  12.06%
Zimele Fixed Income Fund 12.42% 13.1
Mayfair Money Market Fund 8.09% 8.42% - U
Zimele Balanced Fund 16.6518 16.1668

NUMBER OF THE DAY

SH16.5M

AGRICULTURAL:; williamson concluded
yesterday at Sh275 (3.97 per cent higher)
with shares worth Sh16.5 million transacted.
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44,932.63
-111.12({-0.25%)

Nikkei 22

PREVIOUS PRICE

S&P Futures

6,702.50
-11.00{-0.16%)

VOLUME

23.00 10.00 Eaagads Ltd Ord 1.25 SME 20.55 20.20 0.682
44000 240,00 Kakuzl Plc Ord.5.00 413.50 413.50 20
357.75 8100  Kapchorua Tea Kenya Plc Ord 5.005ME 365.50 334.00 B.B826
430.00 310.00 The Limuru Tea Co. Plc Ord 10.005ME 380.00 380.00 714
32.60 13.60 Sasinl Plc Ord 1.00 18.55 18.80 8,806
28500 12000  Wlllamson Tea Kenya Plc Ord 5.00 275.00 264.50 60269
AUTOMOBILES & ACCESS0RIES
49.00 18.50 Car& General (K) Ltd Ord 5.00 38.85 3B.45 21340
BANKING
23.75 10.00 ABSA Bank Kenya Plc Ord 0.50 21.50 20.75 26,015
42.00 26.50 BK Group Plc Ord 0.20 38.40 38.25 2,188
109.25 43.05 Diamond Trust Bank Kenya Ltd Ord 4.00 104.50 104.25 120,709
58.75 33.70 Equity Group Holdings Plc Ord 0.50 58.00 5775 232,003
11.30 2.80 HF Group Plc Ord 500 10.65 10.45 130,350
44 80 15.80 1&M Group Plc Ord 1.00 4£3.00 43.00 112,318
58.00 15.00 KLCB Group Plc Ord 1.0O0 56.75 56.75 484 280
75.00 28.50 NCBA Group Plc Ord 500 65.00 65.25 0,375
190.00 90.00 Stanblc Holdings Plc ord. 5.00 184.25 184.25 37,512
347.50 134.00 Standard Chartered Bank Kenya Ltd Ord 5.00 284.00 284.75 50,828
2155 10.10 The Co-operative Bank of Kenya Ltd Ord 1.00 2140 20.95 504324
0.45 0.45 Deacons {East Africa) Plc Ord 2.50 0.45 .
188 0.59 Eveready East Africa Ltd Ord . 1.005ME 141 141 26,512
10.00 270 Express Kenya Plc Ord 5.00 7.92 7.24 10,052
4.66 4.66 Homeboyz Entertalnment Plc 0.505ME 4.66 -
0.18 3.65 Kenya Alrways Ltd Ord 1.00 3.91 3.97 543,350
3.46 2.00 Longhorn Publishers Plc Ord 1.00 3.02 28945 18,435
5.00 1.58 MNalrobl Business Ventures Plc Ord. 0.505ME 167 162 54,185
22.40 10.60 Matlon Medla Group Plc Ord. 2.50 14.35 13.10 32,207
17.00 180 Sameer Africa Plc Ord 5.00 15.00 15.70 L4372
10.80 4.50 Standard Group Plc Ord 5.00 5.90 5.98 1,888
18.70 10.85 TPS Eastern Afrlca Ltd Ord 1.00 15.00 15,35 504
0.41 0.16 Uchuml fizip e mitrkar Ple b2 500 0.38 0.37 530,149
3.95 1.80 WPP Scangroup Plc Ord 1.00 2.91 298 20641
LR SR ARM Cement Flc Ord 1.00 R -
B84.00 21.30 Bamburl Cement Plc Ord 5.00 54.00
62.00 20.00 Crown Palints Kenya Plc Ord 5.00 59.50 57.50 2L L
3.27 0.72 EA.Cables Ltd Ord 050 171
64.25 4.38 E.A.Portland Cement Co. Ltd Ord 5.00 5B.75 58.25 1602
10.40 194 KenGen Co. Plc Ord. 2.50 8.62 B72 3734325
14.90 1.30 Kenya Power & Lighting Co Plc Ord 2.50 13.95 13.75 1.B72.278
4.20 4.00 Kenya Power & Lighting Plc 4% Pref 2000 4.51
6.00 6.00 Kenya Power & Lighting Plc 7% Pref 20.00 £.00
39.90 14.55 TotalEnergles Marketing Kenya Plc Ord 5.00 34.00 34.40 261
2475 6.30 Umeme Ltd Ord 0.50 8.02 794 1735243
0.28 4.01 Britam Holdings Plc Ord 0.10 8.52 8.86 360,507
5.50 1.60 CIC Insurance Group Plc Ord.1.00 4 85 4.96 131,062
332.00 142.00 lubllee HoldIngs Ltd Ord 5.00 314.25 315.00 514
3.77 1.05 Kenya Re Insurance Corporation Ltd Ord 2.50 3.16 316 1,276,209
12.20 3.30 Liberty Kenya Holdings Ltd Ord. 1.00 10.95 10.95 11,005
11.00 4.00 Sanlam Kenya Plc Ord 5.00 0.00 B.94 10.205
16.50 7.60 Centum Investment Co Plc Ord 0.50 15.25 15.15 61,597
183 0.27 Home Afrika Ltd Ord 1.00 L24 132 1,108,190
150000 1,500.00 Kurwltu Ventures Ltd Ord 100.005ME 1,500.00 -
7.12 191 Olympia Capltal HoldIngs Ltd Ord 5.00 5.06 5.82 11,900
178 0.2% Trans-Century Plc Ord 0.50 112 -
16.50 Bl Nalrobl Securltles Exchange Plc Ord 4.00 14.75 14.95 38,497
130.00 65.00 B.O.C Kenya Plc Ord 5.00 121.00 122.00 830
495.00 325.00 Britlsh Amerlcan Tobacco Kenya Plc Ord 10.00 427.50 428.00 21,162
27.05 11.00 Carbacld Investments Plc Ord 1.00 25.70 25.35 61,910
24400 100.00 East African Brewerles Plc Ord 2.00 211.00 214.00 6,555
233 0.86 Flame Tree Group Holdings Ltd Ord 0.825 160 168 04,601
B80.00 10.40 Africa Mega Agricorp Plc Ord 5.005ME 65.00
0.27 0.27 Mumias Sugar Co. Ltd Ord 2.00 0.27 -
31.00 1.2.00 Unga Group Ltd Ord 5.00 24,10 2490 3,635
B.56 5.90 Shri Krishana Overseas Plc 0.205ME B.26 B.0& 44335
TELECOM MUMICATION
31.00 11.50 Safarlcom Plc Ord 0.05 28.90 29.00 10,978,640
REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT TRUST
20.00 20.00 LAPTRUST IMARA I-REIT Ord 20.00 20.00 -
3330.00 1880.00 ABSA MNew Gold ETF 4595.00 4595.00
76100 76100 Satrlx MSCI World Feeder ETF 830.00 831.00 371

| NSE ALL SHARE INDEX Up 0.06 polnts NSE 20-SHARE INDEX Up 8.19 points to close at 2972 645

NASDAQ Futures

¢
22.591.15
+107.09(+0.48%)

Family Bank calls
special meeting to
approve NSE listing

amily Bank Limited has called

for an Extraordinary General

Meeting (EGM) to be held at the
end of the month where shareholders
are expected to ratify the decision to
go public.

“Notice is hereby given to the share-
holders that in accordance with the
Company’s Articles of Association, an
Extraordinary General Meeting (EGM)
of Family Bank Limited will be held via
electronic communication on Monday,
October 27" the notice read. The meet-
ing will be held virtually.

The notice by the Company Secre-
tary Eric Murai, lists tabling of proxies,
reading the notice convening the meet-
ing, passing special resolutions and
consideration of any other business as
the matters to be handled in the meet-
ing.

The plan to list is under passing spe-
cial resolutions. “That the company be
and is hereby authorised to apply for
listing by way of introduction of all its
issued ordinary shares on the official
list of the Nairobi Securities Exchange
(NSE),” the notice reads in part.

It added, “And to facilitate the
admission of its shares to trading on
the main investment market segment
(or other relevant segment) of the
NSE.”

The notice states that the board of
directors is hereby authorised to do all
such things as may be necessary, desir-
able or incidental to the listing by
introduction. “Including but not limit-
ed to preparing and submitting all rel-
evant documentation, making all
required regulatory filings and sub-
missions, and taking any steps neces-
sary to complete the listing by intro-
duction,” the notice says.

The plan to list was made public in
May this year by the Board Chair
Lazarus Muema who said the intention
is to be listed in 2026. This is in addi-
tion to the plan to expand beyond the
Kenyan market, which is a strategy
other financial institutions in the
country are deploying.

“We are going to list our shares in
the stock exchange. I think our founder
has been waiting for this. This has
been TK's (Titus Muya) dream,” he said.

The push to list has also been
encouraged following the over-sub-
scription of the bank’s bond issued in
2021 when it sought to raise Sh3 bil-
lion. The bank raised Sh4.4 billion. “In
fact, it was heavily oversubscribed. We
got 147 per cent,” said Muema.

Paul Ngaragari, Family’s Chief
Financial Officer , while presenting the
bank's performance for the first quar-
ter of 2025, noted how the institution's
capital adequacy ratio, while still

above the minimum, was reducing.
[Graham Kajilwa]

Have your say: follow and
contact us on X
@5tandardKenya
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Sports. Barcelona's Yamal eyes up PSG. Page 31
Trump Gaza plan wins support | =
INDONESIA.THREEDEAD IN
ISLAMIC SCHOOL COLLAPSE

from Arab and European states

» Eight Muslim-majority na-
tions endorse US-led effort to
end Gaza war.

» Palestinian armed groups
call it a ploy to impose Israeli
terms through Washington.

AFP, DOHA

ey Muslim nations on
Monday threw their
weight behind a plan
by US President Donald
Trump to end the warin
Gaza, even as some Palestinians de-
cried the proposal as a “farce”.

Washington’s European allies
urged Hamas to accept the plan,
which Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu said he supported
as he warned the Palestinian armed
group of more devastation if it did
not comply.

Eight Arab or Muslim-majority
nations said in a joint statement
that they “welcome the role of the
American president and his sincere
efforts aimed at ending the war in
Gaza’”

They said they “affirm their read-
iness to engage positively and con-
structively with the United States
and the parties toward finalising
the agreement and ensuring its im-
plementation”.

The countries include Egypt, Jor-
dan, the United Arab Emirates and
Turkey -- which all recognise Israel,
although some have turbulent rela-
tionships.

aily@standarc

US President Donald Trump and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
shake hands at the conclusion of a joint press conference in the State Dining Room
of the White House in Washington, DC on September 29, 2025. [AFP]

Also signing the statement were
Qatar, which has played a key medi-
atoryrole, and Saudi Arabia, whose
future normalisation with Israel is a
key goal for Trump and Netanyahu.

Indonesia and Pakistan, the
world’s two most populous Muslim-
majority countries, also joined the
statement.

Indonesia has offered troops as
part of a future Gaza force, while Pa-
kistan has been eager to woo Trump
and improve its relationship with
Washington.

Trump hailed a statement by
Pakistani Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif, posted on X even before the
White House announcement, in
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Emmanuel Macron, French President

which he voiced his “firm belief that
President Trump is fully prepared
to assist in whatever way neces-
sary” tosecure an end to the war.
The Palestinian Authority, which
Netanyahu has sought to sideline,

was also quick to offer support,
welcoming Trump’s “sincere and
determined efforts”.

Hamas has yet to comment in
depth, saying the group had yet to
receive the plan.

But Islamic Jihad, a Palestinian
armedgroup fighting alongside Ha-
mas in Gaza, called the plan “a reci-
pe for continued aggression against
the Palestinian people”.

“Through this, Israel is attempt-
ing -- via the United States -- to
impose what it could not achieve
through war,” it said.

Residents of war-torn Gaza ex-
pressed scepticism over the plan,
dismissing it as a trick to release
hostages that would not end the

ar. “We as a people will not accept
this farce,” said Abu Mazen Nassar,
52.

French President Emmanuel Ma-
cron met last week with Trump and
said the United States was adopting
elements of a French plan, despite
disagreement over France’s recogni-
tion of a Palestinian state.

Macron hailed Trump’s “commit-
ment to ending the war in Gaza”.

“Hamas has no choice but to im-
mediately free all hostages and fol-
low this plan,” Macron wrote on X.

He also called on Israel to commit
“resolutely” to it.

British Prime Minister Keir
Starmer’s office said the UK
“strongly” supported Trump’s “ef-
forts toend the fighting, release the
hostages and ensure the provision
of urgent humanitarian assistance
for the people of Gaza”

M Searchers raced Tuesday to rescue at
least 38 people still believed trapped a
day after the collapse of an Islamic
school building in Indonesia that has
already left three dead, authorities said.
Tearful families desperate for news of
their loved ones crowded around the
flattened multi-storey building, as
rescuers navigated a maze of concrete
rubble in the town of Sidoarjo on
Indonesia’s main Island Java. The
building gave way on Monday, where
students were gathered for afternoon
prayers, said local reports, citing a
witness, “The number of victims is 102
people, consisting of 99 survivors, 3
deaths,” National Search and Rescue
Agency head Mohammad Syafii said.
National Disaster Mitigation Agency
spokesman Abdul Muhari said 38
people were still unaccounted for while
77 injured victims had been evacuated
to several hospitals, [AFP]

NAMIEIA. WILDFIREIN
FLAGSHIP PARK CONTAINED

M A massive fire that has scorched
through more than a third of Namibias
best-known national park has been
contained, the environment minister
said Monday. The blaze at Etosha
National Park, one of Africas largest
game reserves, broke out on September
22 and spread rapidly due to high winds
and parched vegetation. It forced the
government to deploy 500 soldiers on
Sunday to help contain the fire, believed
to have started at a charcoal production
site, "Fire is now contained,” Environ-
ment Minister Indileni Daniel told state
broadcaster Namibia Broadcasting
Corporation. “There was no visible fire
as we flew over but there are some
places that have got fires on and off’
she said, It was not immediately dear
the extent of damage or total number
of animals killed. [AFP]

KABUL

Tallban 1nternet cut sparks Afghanistan telecoms blackout

Afghan girls attend a classinan
underground school, in Kabul,
Afghanistan, in 2022. [File]

The United Nations called on
Afghanistan’s Taliban authorities
Monday to immediately restore inter-
net and telecommunications in the
country, 24 hours after a nationwide
blackout was imposed.

The government began shutting
down high-speed internet connec-
tions to some provinces earlier this
month to prevent “vice”, on the orders
of shadowy supreme leader Hibatul-
lah Akhundzada.

Mobile phone signal and internet

service weakened on Monday night
until connectivity was less than one
percent of ordinary levels.

Afghans are unable to contact each
other, online businesses and the bank-
ing systems have frozen, and
diaspoara abroad cannot send crucial
remittances to family.

All flights were cancelled at Kabul
airport on Tuesday, AFP journalists
Saw.

“The cut in access has left Afghani-
stan almost completely cut off from

the outside world, and risks inflicting
significant harm on the Afghan peo-
ple, including by threatening econom-
ic stability and exacerbating one of the
world’s worst humanitarian crises,”
the UN Assistance Mission in Afghan-
istan (UNAMA) said in a statement.

“The current blackout also consti-
tutes a further restriction on access to
information and freedom of expres-
sion in Afghanistan,” it added.

It is the first time since the Taliban
government won their insurgency in

2021 and imposed a strict version of
Islamic law that communications
have been shut down in the country.

“We are blind without phones and
internet,” said 42-year-old shopkeeper
Najibullah in Kabul.

“All our business relies on mobiles.
The deliveries are with mobiles. It's
like a holiday, everyone is at home. The
market is totally frozen.”

The telecommunications ministry
refused to let journalists enter the
building in Kabul on Tuesday. [AFP]
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Youth-led protests in Madagascar
persist as government dismissed

» President Andry Rajoelina
sacked his cabinet and apolo-
gised for inaction.

» The UN says at least 22
people have been killed in the
crackdown..

AFP, ANTANANARIVO

rotesters in Madagascar

held new demonsitrations

Tuesday, facing a heavy

police presence and tear-

gas, AFP journalists saw,
a day after President Andry Rajoeli-
na sacked his government in a bid to
qguell days of unrest that the UN said
has killed 22 people.

Inspired by “Gen Z" protests in
Indonesia and Nepal, the youth-
led movement has taken aim at
ingrained misgovernance, fuelled
by anger over repeated water and
power cuts across the poor Indian
Ocean nation.

Rajoelina fired his entire govern-
ment Monday, apologised for his
ministers’ inaction and vowed to
find a solution to the country's prob-
lems.

But it was not enough to put paid
to protests, with hundreds turning
up Tuesday for a fresh rally in the
capital following calls on social me-
dia.

The sacking “was a small victory,”
said 30-vear-old activist Masova, us-
ing a pseudonym for fear of reprisals.

“We really want change, the rule
of law, justice for all. That's why it's
no longer just a Gen Z movement,”
she told AFP,

Police were deployed in and
around the city centre. At one road-
block, they fired teargas to scatter a
small crowd that had begun to gath-
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Protesters face security forces during a demonstration against repeated water and
electricity outages in Antananarivo on September 27, 2025. [AFP]

er, AFP journalists saw.

Minimal activity resumed in the
outskirts, with streets filled with
schoolchildren and people pulling
carts, though traffic remained light.

Protesters have demanded that
Rajoelina, who first came to power
in 2009 following a coup sparked by
an uprising, resigns.

“They call us the TikTok gen-
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Masowve, activist

eration, a generation of idiots, and
when we rise up, they won't even let
us speak,” a student protester said
Monday, dressed in black in line with
a call on social media to mourn those
killed.

“Mr Andry Rajoelina, when von
led protests, you were allowed to, it
was fine. But when we young people
rise to fight for our country, you try
to silence us,” she said.

Previous demonstrations have
been met with a heavy police re-
sponse, with at least 22 people killed
and more than 100 injured, accord-
ing to the UN.

Some of the victims were protest-
ers or bystanders killed by the police
or the security forces, according to
the office of the UN’s human rights
chief, who condemned the use of live
ammunition.

The government has rejected the
tally as unverified and “based on ru-

mours or misinformation”,

Protests first started in the capi-
tal Antananarive Thursday before
spreading to other cities across the
country of nearly 32 million people,
according to World Bank data.

Last week's protests in Anta-
nanarivo were followed by wide-
spread looting throughout the night,
prompting authorities to declare a
dusk-to-dawn curfew.

Rajoelina, a former mayor of An-
tananarivo, came to power on the
back of a coup that ousted former
president Marc Ravalomanana.

After not contesting the 2013 elec-
tion due to international pressure,
the 51-year-old leader was voted back
into office in 2018.

On Monday, he invited applica-
tions for anew premier over the next
three days before a new government
is formed.

“The president is part of a corrupt
system,” said a 30-year-old agricul-
tural engineer, who spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity. “He is trying to
make us believe that something will
change.”

The current unrest is the latest
to hit Madagascar since the end of
French rule.

Philibert Tsiranana, who led the
country through the post-independ-
ence era, was forced to hand over
power to the army in 1972, after a
popular uprising was bloodily sup-
pressed.

Madagascar ranks among the
world’s poorest countries but is the
leading producer of vanilla, one of
the most expensive spices after saf-
fron, and has natural resources in
farming, forestry, fishing and min-
erals.

Nearly 75 percent of the popula-
tion lived below the poverty line in
2022, according to the World Bank.

Oil workers strike
sparks fears of fuel
shortage in Nigeria

A strike by a major oil workers union
is threatening to disrupt fuel supplies in
Nigeria as government-mediated talks
dragged on into Tuesday:.

The second strike in a month comes as
the Dangote refinery, Africa’s largest,
has shaken up the corruption-marred
petrostate’s long-entrenched players --
while at the same time sparking allega-
tions it has used anti-labour tactics.

The dispute kicked off Friday when
Petroleum and Natural Gas Senior Staff
Association of Nigeria (PENGASSAN)
accused the refinery of firing 800 local
workers for unionising and replacing
them with 2,000 workers from India.

The refinery called the allegations a
“complete falsehood” and said that it
had fired a small number of staff over
“acts of sabotage”, though it did not dis-
close the exact figure.

PENGASSAN called a strike and also
said it would stop crude oil and gas from
being delivered to the refinery-- the lat-
ter of which Dangote has contested in
court.

Local media reported Monday that
striking PENGASSAN members also
blocked the offices of the Nigerian
National Petroleum Corporation -- the
state-owned oil firm -- as well as the
Nigerian Upstream Petroleum Regula-
tory Commission and the Nigerian Mid-
stream and Downstream Petroleum
Regulatory Authority.

Before last year’s opening of the pri-
vately run Dangote refinery, with a
capacity of 650,000 barrels per day, Nige-
ria had to import almost all its petrol
despite being a major oil producer.

Critics pointed to years of neglect and
mismanagement of government-owned
refineries.

The Dangote refineryhas driven down
prices of petrol for consumers while also
shaking up Nigeria’s oil sector.

It has also sparked monopoly fears as
it becomes a powerful player itself,
backed by Africa’s richest man, Aliko
Dangote. [AFP]

WASHINGTON

Pentagon chief tells US military leaders to fix ‘decades of decay’

Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth said Tuesday
the US military must fix “decades of decay” as
he addressed a rare gathering of hundreds of
senior officers summoned from around the
world to hear him speak near Washington.

The wide-ranging 45-minute speech comes as
the military has faced controversy both at home
and abroad, with President Donald Trump
deploying troops in two Democratic-run US cit-
ies and ordering lethal strikes on small, alleged
drug boats in the Caribbean.

Trump, who has overseen arare purge of sen-
ior officers after taking office, has also ordered
strikes on Iranian nuclear sites and Tehran-
backed Yemenirebels.

“This speech is about fixing decades of decay,
some of it obvious, some ofit hidden,” Hegseth
said, as he strode a stage in front of a massive

Senior military officers gathered at Marine Corps
Base Quantico in Quantico, Virginia, on September
30, 2025. [AFP]

American flag. “Foolish and reckless political
leaders set the wrong compass heading and we
lost our way. We became the “Woke Depart-

ment.” But not anymore,” he said.

Hegseth declared an end to “ideological gar-
bage,” citing concerns over climate change, bul-
lying, “toxic” leaders and promotions based on
race or gender as examples.

He also took aim at the Pentagon’s inspector
general -- which is investigating his conduct --
saying the office “has been weaponized, putting
complainers, ideologues and poor performers in
the driver’s seat.”

Trump was due to address the gathering of
top officers later in the morning.

Amid speculation over reasons for gathering
all the top brass in one place, Vice President JD
Vance insisted it was “actually not unusual at
all,” and told reporters “it’s odd that you guys
have made itinto such a big story.”

The Pentagon only said last week that Heg-

seth “will be addressing his senior military lead-
ers,” and the lack of clarity over what would
occur fed speculation that a major announce-
ment.

In May, Hegseth ordered major cuts to the
number of general and flag officers in the US
military, including at least a 20 percent reduc-
tion in the number of active-duty four-star gen-
erals and admirals.

That came after the Pentagon announced in
February that it aimed to reduce the number of
its civilian employees by at least five percent.

Since beginning his second term in January,
Trump has also purged top officers, including
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff general
Charles “CQ"” Brown, whom he fired without
explanation in February.

[AFP]
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77 | COFFEE BREAK

TV GUIDE
KEn %

CITIZENTV
5:00AM  PAMBAZUKA

5:00AM MORNINGDECREE

5:30AM TV47FITNESS

530 AM COMMAND YOUR MORNING 5:30AM PE @HOMERPT

6:00AM MORNING CAFE’

6:00AM  THESITUATION ROOM G00AM DAYBREAK

1:00AM  ZILIZALA VIWANJANI 8:00AM SEMANACITIZEN 10:00AM  THE77PERCENT- RPT

1:00AM  YANAYOJIRI LOOPM NEWS @1 10:30AM

BEAT BREAK

1:00PM NEWSDESK Z00PM MSETOAFRICA

11:00AM TV47 MATUKIO

200PM  THEBROKENMARRIAGE VOW J:00PM CITIZEN JUNIOR

2:00PM BAZE47
3:00 PM MILLENIAL ONTHE MOVE £00PM NEWS BRIEFS

3:00PM THE DEBATE CYCLE -RPT

3200PM  AMPLIFY £5PM  KALINIKALI
330PM  NUZOANDNAMIA
400PM  MBIU 530PM  TAHIDIHIGH
430PM  KIDS 60OPM  KENYASGOLD (ENGLISH) -RPT
500PM  BASELINE 200PM  NIPASHE 400PM  TV47NEWSNOW
6:00PM  TOHAVEANDTOHOLD 230PM  NEEMA 415PM  BEATKIDS
7200PM  KTNLEO 800PM  THESTORYOFJUANA 430PM  KIKIAND NUNA
730PM  HULLABALOO ESTATE (LAHISTORIA DE JUANA)
e A 500PM  BEATPLUG
&00PM  MANSPEQTIVEAFRICA %00PM  JKLIVE
7200PM  UPEOWATV47
9:00PM  KTNPRIME 10:00PM  JKLIVE

730PM DROFWENEKETONIGHT

1M:00PM  KTNCLASSICS 11:00PM  FUGITIVES, SEEKINGJUSTICE

900PM THE DAILY REPORT

L:00AM BASELINE 12:00AM  AFROSINEMA

200AM  ALJAZEERA LOOAM JKLIVERPT 11:00PM DWDOCUFILM
daily@stan §
: - £00AM  PAMBAZUKA {  12:00AM  BEATPLUGMIX
72:00PM KTN LEO |9:00PM KTN PRIME : £
S acll\iﬁ <h g0
ntv Tuko mbele samajal .
NTV i RADIOMAISHA K24 TV
: : 4:00AM SAFARI
A:00AM ALJAZEERA ~ : : :
B : fmﬁlﬁ R FEIEEUETABHAEDN : SPICEFM 6:00 AM MAISHA ASUBUHI i 5.00AM  INUKA
5:00AM OFF THEHOOK — e 6:00 AM THE SITUATIONROOM 10:00 AM STAARABIKA 6.00PM NEWDAWN
6:00AM FIXING THE NATION 10:00 AM Tﬁﬂﬁy BOISIET 1:00AM  SUGAR&SPICE EM Tobnne 8.00AM  MORNINGVIBE
3:00PM MAISHA JIONI i
10:00AM YOUR WORLD i  Z00PM  KOITAMA AN0EM.  SEKEDHIVE i 700PM  RHUMBAREPUBLIK i 10.00AM  NEWDAWNREPEAT
12:00PM FLAQO g 700PM KABUREITO 00 PM AFTERHOURS 11:00 PM MAISHA COCKTAIL {L00AM  MCHIPUKO
1230PM BUSINESSREDEFINED - Biar aoraiineni (EMEERNA St 0 0o i LOOPM  K2ANEWSCUT
1o
1:00PM NTV ADHUHURI Maisha WM NG SEOTL
i 2.00PM PKE NESE
1:30PM YOUARETHEONE-RPT | sanlon
300PM  AKILIKIDS
3:00PM KWETU MIXX
: 330PM  UBONGOKIDS
330 PM AKILIAND ME
400PM K24 MASHINANI
4:00PM BEATZ AND BUZZ
430PM  MCHIPUKOEXTRA
6:30PM NTVMASHINANI
500PM  BEATBOX
7:00PM NTV]IONI \
6,00PM  FALINGINTOYOUR SMILE
7:30PM THE GLAM .

#HMaishaCocktail 700PM  K24SAAMOJA
8:00PM NOMA ® 8 730PM  AAPKEAAJAANESE
Maisha Cocktail
F:00PM NTVTONIGHT : 9.00PM  K24EVENINGEDITION

Solomon Zully & Stephen Mukangai Monday - Friday | 11pm - 2am
9:30PM THE ELEVATE SHOW = - 10.00PM  BBC-DIRA YA DUNIA
10:30PM FIXINGTHE NATION - RPT NAIROBI: 102.7 | MOMBASA: 105.1 | KISUMU: 105.3 | KISIE 91.3 | NAKURU: 104.5 | NAROK: 102.3 | ELDORET: 97.1 | TIMBOROA: 1030PM RHUMBAOXYGEN
90.5 | KAPENGURIA: 91.1 | WEBUYE: 95.9 | NYAHURURU: 104.7 | MERU: 105.1 | NYERI: 105.7 | GARISSA: 88.7 | KITUI: 93.8 |
12:00AM ALJAZEERA MALINDI: 106.3 VURIA/VOI: 107.4 | MANDERA: 91.1 | WAJIR: 91.1 | MARSABIT: 88.3 | LODWAR: 93.1 1230AM  ALJAZEERA
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HOROSCOPE CHESS KAKURO

Virgo- Aug23-Sep22 Easy ' Tuesday’s
Be generous but not overly extravagant, p uzzle iR aic P e S50 lutig;

whetherit’swith money or vour own White mates in 2 moves. White mates in 3 moves. i 3 = 2z
energy. Aim toavoid misjiudgments f 12 16
and miscommunicationstoday. These ;

are unlikely tobe toochallenging, ﬁ @ | @ 1 Hﬁg-[- Kxf8 T 11

although itmakes sense to beaware of

thetendency to exaggerate, promise too T‘ _é_ E .9_ ﬁ @ @ 2.Qd8# _ 20

much, and neglect practical details.

Libra_ Sep23-Oct 22 * ‘ @% ‘ E Intermediate: | -

Watch particularly fora tendency to i @ ; z E @ 1... Bgl+ b
say toomuch or to take on toomany Z-K@QQ"' 3

rojects or commitmentson personal ¢
proj p g 2 2 3.Kh3Qh2# 10

and professional levels. Youare = —
3

ambitious these days, but yvouneed to p
remind yourself of the limitsoftime, &
A& gl | [ :
Scorpio-Oct 23-Nov2l [ z
Yourelookingcloselyat hidden o b g P r 3 n The totals for the rows and columns are givenon

energy, and enthusiasm. : & g
meanings, butit’sfartoo easyto L ool sy mns are gveno

s S L T Py P ' Inthe shaded boxes. The single digits which give

transits. As long asvyou keep things fun 2
and light without heavy expectations, . the totals are used onlyoncee,g.10=12,3,4

thiscan beagoodday to daydreamand | Difﬁculty orl450r235etcbutnot2260rl18o0r332
consider new possibilities. SOLVIT The letters have a distinct value between 1 and 9.

Sagittarius Nov 22-Dec21 Two of these values and the totals horizontally and Tuesday’s solution
This transit encourages bigger J 2 g Vertically have been given. Solve all the values.

thinking, but that requires some self-
control so that voudon't take it too far. E

-

4 2
& Iy

Thetendency may be to live beyond

19 Today’s Clues ¥
A|B|C|[D|E|F|G|H|J| [ 1

17 1,8 =1 1
16 Tuesday’s solution .

be feel ally pl d d I o M =L o E
eeling especially plugged in an

filledwithideas, and thisshouldn’tbe 24 | 21 8 416 915
ignored — theideas simply mayv need 3
lel‘thE{'ﬂttEl‘ltlﬂ[‘ltﬂdEtElﬂEltEllEltErdﬂtE. I T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T e —————

yvour means on all sorts of levels, which

J

H

can impair judgment. E G
F
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=
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Capricorn— Dec22jan19
Watch for errors that comefrom D
ignoringimportantpractical details

today. With these in mind, youcan
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Aquarius- Jan 20-Feb18 T
Youmay be defending yourideas,which | CODEWORD Tuesdﬂy”s

can beenergizing butcould also lead to solution SUDOKU
moodiness ifnobody's truly listening

to oneanother, whichisverylikelywith |
today’senergies. Bemoderatein yvour ‘E:;gﬁettarin 3/3|1 6 9 1
expectationsfor the best results. this puzzle s

represented by
anumber1-26.
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Pisces— Feb19-Mar 20
Exaggeration today can stem froma
desire formoremeaninginour livesor
aneed forattention,and thismaybean |  Crackthecode
issue today. You may want to make big - andsolvethe
promisestomake someone happy,but | crossword.
it's bestto keep things real today. . Everyletter of
| thealphabet
Aries— Mar21-Apri9 isused at least
Bigideas should definitely betaken into OTICE.
consideration, but they may require |
moredefinition beforebeing putinto ' Threeletters
action. Evenifit's tempting todo so, arealreadyin
avoid letting someone else makethe place to get you
decisionsforyoutoday. started.
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Tuesday’s solution
[715

Taurus- Apr20-May 20
Trynottowastetimeon feeling 13
overwhelmed - pick something small
and work from there. You may decide to A
allow your mind some exercise but wait
to make final decisions. A project may

requirea secondlook, and adjustments I'
may benecessary tothe time and
energyyou'veallocated toit.
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Gemini—May21-jun21

Creatively speaking, vour ideas can be 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 71 52 23 24 o5 6
pretty brilliantright now, but you may

not have all the resources, particularly

time, to implement them just yet. Be A BCDEFGHIJKLMNOPORSTUVWIXY?Z
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patient about putting exciting new
plansinto action.

I e L T e T P PP

Cancer - Jun22-jul 22 "1h.
Youcan feel capable, but yvourenergy B} Kham

andenthusiasm levels could burnout
later, making significant commitments | Bo
ill-advised just for now. Do, however,
thinkupbigideasand plansthatyou ON
may noteven consideronaregularday.
Later, youcan refine them.

| WANT
NFOEMATION,
YO wiLL TELL ME
WHAT | WANT TO KNOW
OF ELSE..

QUOTE OF THE DAY

PEDF;- TEE L g | = (2
THE SLAPD'S HANDS

“Start writing, no matter
what. The water does not
flow until the faucet is
turned on.”

Leo- Jul23- Aug22

Your trust that othersunderstand you
can lead tomiscomm unications, but
it’snot the time to divulge sensitive
information. Even though judgment
can beoff, aim to take this opportunity
to dream up new possibilitiesand refine
them later.Cafeastrology.com

Louis ’Amour
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KENYA’'S BOLD NEWSPAPER

HOME TO BOLD

Columnists

Hard Questions. Bold Answers. Every Day

KIiDI MWAGA
THE MANDATE

Writes boldly on socio-political
accountability, often dissecting
leadership, governance and how
Citizens engage with power.

NJAHIRA GITAHI
UPFRONT

Tackles contemporary social issues

head-on, with a fresh unapologetic

take on culture, identity and policy
impacts on daily life.

MONDAY

MACHARIA MUNENE
HINDSIGHT

Offers historical and geopolitical
perspectives on current affairs,
helping readers connect past
events with today's realities.

ALEXANDER CHAGEMA
CIVIC EDGE

Focuses on civic responsibility,
governance and justice,
urging active citizenship and
institutional accountability.

JUDGED

FAITH WEKESA
MY TWO CENTS

A personal and reflective take on
everyday societal challenges, offering
thoughtful, relatable commentary on

life and current issues.

WEDNESDAY

LEONARD KHAFAFA
ALTERNATIVE VIEW

Writes analytically on public policy,
economy and governance, offering
well-reasoned critiques and

solutions on national development.

FRIDAY

MICHAEL NDONYE
POLITICALCHESSBOARD

Provides a sharp, strategic view
of Kenya's political landscape,
unpacking political moves,
alliances and power dynamics.

ELIAS MOKUA
BEYOND WORDS

Deconstructs political discourse,
delves into ethical leadership,
spirituality and moral fabric of

society, emphasising values-driven
commentary on national issues.

EVANCE NDONG
LAW AND ORDER

Discusses legal systems, justice
and rule of law, often highlighting
the relationship between policy,
governance and human rights.

BOLD . FACTUAL

PETER KIMANI
SERIOUSLY SPEAKING

Delivers witty, satirical and hard
hitting political commentary that
ends your week on a rib-tickling

yet thought provoking note.

grab a copy from your nearest vendor or visit
epaper.standardmedia.co. ke

SCAN TO READ
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You can also scan this QR code
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at the comfort of your home
JOBS | MOTORS | REAL ESTATE | TRIBUTES The best place to get your Ad noticed or wherever you are.

Visit: https://ads.standardmedia.co.ke/ads/
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FORM PLUPA/DC/3 (3) B) ba) | PUBLICNOTICE |
-\ | NAIROBI PUBLIC NOTICE ot sl PRI D LA e
PHYSICAL PLANNING AND LAND USE ACT PLANNING ACT, 2019
= A ﬂ & & UPCOUNTRY | | pivscaeimaus e e s
RENEWAL OF CHANGE OF USE The mgitered aunar of Parcel No. KABAT The Registered Mﬁﬁ?“ H?hw
The of this Plot No. 7785/381 located v sk
PERSONALNOTICES | | e i o | | | eS| | | S Coumy proms o Crngs e o
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Ag’LO ST Institutions, Organizations etc. with objections objections or comments should submit them In Institutions,  organization etc.  with

or comments to the proposal are requested to

writing within ¥4 days of the date of this notice to:
forward the same in writing within 14 days of

AND USE OUR SERVICES

objections or comments to the proposal are

. C.E.CM -Land, and Planning

LOSS of Green Card. Parcel Puw.nﬂﬂsaﬁmsmwm m% ﬁﬁﬁﬁm,;gmmﬂnﬁgﬁ

No. Kjd/Kaputiei-North/3384. NAIROB! :tﬂwlnwmum NAKURU The CEC
OFFICE HOURS: [ofart foperdiea e PO Box 30078, Planne Pa Land, Housing & Physical Planing
Monday - Friday LOST Title Deed No. Plan. Marvin Mugambi (0323) - mmmnwm B8
8am to 5pm Kangundo/Kyevaluki/2299 ikl
Satu rdag' Monicah Mutuli Musyoki

. LOST Certificate of FORM PLUPA/DC/3 r.3[3)(x)

9am to1.30pm Lease,Parcel Number Nakuru/ PUBLIC NOTICE REPUBLIC OF KENYA

Municipality Block 27/309 of mmﬁwmmm IN THE HIGH COURT OF KENYA “!ulﬁall"ﬂl?mm%
DEADLINE FOR CLASSIFIED BOOKING Susan Wairimu Kamau RENEWAL OF CHAMOE OF USER. A s - ANDTAX g LISION
Weekdays: 4pm LOST Title  Kakamega/ w&wwﬁg el L, Mo, BANKRUPTCY PETITION N0, EOI20F NKRUFTCY PETITION
Weekends: 12 noon lumakanda/1033 o o chenge e 7 Sl IN THE MATTER OF THE INSOLVENCY NTHE OF THE INSOLVENCY
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Block 6/691(Kiamunyeki B) of Kk acy NOTICE: Is hereby given that DIVIYA DEBTOR'S PETITION
Rolex Building, Mol Avenue. Isack Nene Kinyanjui, Harrison The CECM - Bullt Envirenment and Urban SAMJAY SHAH, did on 10® April, 2025 NOTICE: Is hereby given that SANJAY

Kiarie & Jane Njeri. Planni lodge in the High Court, a Petition seeking SHAH, did on 10* April, 2025 lodge in
HOTLINE: 0?19_012555 W&Eﬂtﬁ. to be declared Bankrupt. the High Court, a Petition seeking to be

: ' LOST title Donyo Sabuk/ T TAKE NOTICE any Creditor of the said declared Bankrupt.

Tel: 0719-012910. Komarock Block 1/27755 Anne Physical lanner: Oncsius usyoki, Reg m;gﬁgg ofsupporting o opposing TAKE_NOTICE any E‘Fmﬂ;n r':rngﬂ::
Email; classifiedads@standardmedia.co.ke Wambui Muturi & Jackson mey gve notice to the Potitioner's opposing the making of an Order on

Ouma Ogeda

Advocates before the Petition is heard and
appear at the time of hearing, in person,

Petition may give notice to
the Petitioner's Advocates before the

MISPLACED Title deed Kilifi FORM PLUPA/DC/3 3] (3) a) : . ‘ Petition is heard and t th
BUREAUS Jimba/197 call 0720737922 C NOTIC o T P o pumacs time_of Hearing, In person, of by his/

LOSS of Green Card Kiambogo EI: Pfﬁm.]erhhmmms tw ROr o ﬁrthu Petition wthhI:at fﬁﬁrﬁd L"iﬁl’

D i :
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(A -Flnnr. | - R R T e oty ADVOCATES FOR THE PETITIONER L ViIEY
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Moi Avenue. _ Plan. Marvin Mugambi [0323)
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INTHE HIGH COURT OF KENYA AT IN THE HIGH COURT OF KENYA AT IN THE HIGH COURT OF KENYA
. TPF i NAI MAIROBI COMMERCIAL AND TAX AT NAIROBI COMMERCIAL AND TAX
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: BANKRUPTCY PETITION NO. E014 OF BANKRUPTCY PETITION NO. EOT1 OF

Sl Bokelre/6245  of  Moibar 2025 2025 IO L -
Kenyatta Avenue. Jaspher Oseko LNTHR MATTER G THE MAOLIENCY. IR AR R I ACT, 2015
Tel: 0719-012869, 0719-012855. LOST Certificate of Title: : HANRE

Marmanet /North Rumuruti R T R RAICHAND. .o PETITIONER

Block 2/7575 (Ndurumo)

LOSS of Title deed No.Gaturi/ NOTICE: Is hereby given that KAVIT NOTICE: s hereby given that HASMUKH NOTICE: Is hereby given that SHAH

HEAD OFFICE

The Standard Group Center,
Mombasa Road,

P.O BOX 30080-00100
Nairobi, Kenya.

IMPORTANT ADVICE TO READERS: Please
‘make appropriate enquiries and take appropriate
“advice and caution before sending money, incurring
‘any expense or intending to/making a binding

‘commitment in relation to an advertisement.

'THE STANDARD GROUP PLC shall not be liable
‘to any person for loss or damage incurred or
‘suffered as a result of the reader’s acceptance or
‘offer to accept an invitation contained in any

‘advertisement published in
' THE STANDARD.

Use The Standard’s DIGGER CLASSIFIEDS!
YOU'LL GET RESULTS!

Githimu /7651 of Juma Bin
Abdulkarim and Samira Juma
Abdulkarim

LOSS of Title deed Embu /
Kithunthiri /11 of Pauline
Mutitu Njeru.

LOST Title/W Kasipul/Kotieno
Kokech/1483/ Lazaro Abok
Micholo

LOST title Nanyuki West
Timau block 1/803|Mutirithia)
of Tondu Kenyua

A22/NOTICES

FORM PLUPA/DC/3
PUBLIC NOTICE

THE PHYSICAL AND LAND USE

PLANNING ACT (No. 13 of 2019])

NOTIFICATION FOR PROPOSED
CHANGE OF USE

The registerad owner of LONGONOT/ KUABE
BLOCK &/ 378 situated in Rare, Nalvasha Sub-
County, Nakuru County proposes to; change tha
use of the land from Agricultural use to Light
Industrial use (Quarrying] Subject to approval
by the county government of Nakuru,
Individuals, institutions or members of the public
with comments and or abjections to the proposal
are requested to forward them in writing within
fourteen [14) days of this notice to:
The County Executive Committes Member,
County Government of Nakuru.
P.0 Box 2870-20000
NAKURL,
Mame of the Registerad Planner James Michoma
Reg. No.DDGT

HASMUKH SHAH, did on 10% April, 2025
lodge in the High Court, a Petition seeking
to be declared Bankrupt.
TAKE MOTICE any Creditor of the said
Debtor desirous of supporting or opposing
the making of an Order on the said Petition
may give notice to the Petitioner's
Advocates before the Petition is heard and
appear at the time of hearing, in person,
or by his/her Advocate, for that purpose.
A copy of the Petition will be furnished by
the Petitioner's Advocates to any Creditor
of the said Debtor requiring such copy.
Dated at Haziauhzg on this 20* day of
HENIA ANZALA & ASSOCIATES
ADVOCATES FOR THE PETITIONER

DRAWN BY: -

HENIA ANZALA & ASSOCIATES
STUDIO HOUSE, 3** FLOOR
P.0 BOX 51745-00100
NAIRDBI

TEL: +254 715 B43 461

EMAIL: infoldhenia-anzala.com
litigation@henia=anzala.com

RAICHAND M SHAH, did on 10% April,
2025 lodge in the High Court, a Petition
seeking to be declared Bankrupt.

TAKE NOTICE any Creditor of the said
Debtor desirous of supporting or opposing
the making of an Order on the said Petition
may give notice to the Petitioner's
Advocates before the Petition is heard and
appear at the time of hearing, in person,
or by his/her Advocate, for that purpose.
A copy of tha Petition will be furnished by
the Petitioner's Advocates to any Creditor
of the said Debtor requiring such copy.
Dated at Mairobi on this 29% day of
September, 2025,

HENIA ANZALA & ASSOCIATES
ADVOCATES FOR THE PETITIONER

DRAWN BY: -

HEMIA ANZALA & ASSOCIATES

STUDIO HOUSE, 3% FLOOR

P.0 BOX 51745-00100

MAIROBI

TEL: +254 715 843 461

EMAIL: infol@henia-anzala.com
litigation@henia-anzala.com

CHANRIKA HASMUKH RAICHAND, did
on 10* April, 2025 lodge in the High Court,
a Petition seeking to be declared Bankrupt.
TAKE_HOTIG E!fw Creditor of the said
r 5 of supporting or o ing
the making of an Order on the said Petition
may give notice to the Petitioner's
Advocates before the Petition is heard and
appear at the time of hearing, in person,
or by his/her Advocate, for that purpose.
A copy of the Petition will be furnished by
the Petitioner's Advocates to any Creditor
of the said Debtor requiring such copy.
Dated at Mairobi on this 29* day of

Saptember, 2025.
HENIA ANZALA & ASSOCIATES
A 11 1
DRAWN & FILED BY: -

HENIA ANZALA & ASSOCIATES
STUDIO HOUSE, 3% FLOOR
P.0 BOX 51745-00100

NAIROBI
TEL: +254 715 843 461

EMAIL: }niﬂhnmﬂmah.mm

KENWA'S BOLD NEWSPAPER

- Ad Center
e Open Weekdays: 8:00am - 5:00pm
TheStandard ™ G burday: 9:00am - 2:30pm

Rolex House, Moi Avenue # dassifiedads@standardmedia.co.ke ®0719 012555/2909/2910
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FORM PLUPA/DIC/3 (R.3(3](X1)

PUBLIC NOTICE

THE PHYSICAL & LAND USE PLANNING ACT (No. 13 of 2019)
NOTIFICATION OF PROPOSED CHANGE OF USE OF LAND TENURE FROM

ABSOLUTE (FREEHOLD) TO LEASEHOLD ON PLOT No.
Off Turtle Bay Road, WATAMU-KILIFI.

The owner of the above plot measuring about 0.4 ha., proposes the referred
Planning Permission subject to approval by the Kilifi Euunt',r Government.
Individual(s], institution(s), members of the public, B‘t:: with material comments
or uhje-:tlun 5] to the Frupusal are asked to forward them in writing within (14
days hereof, pursuant to stipulations of PLUPA’s section 58 [7) & (8) an
address them to:

The CECM

Department of Lands, Energy, Hi:uuhu. Physical & Urban Development
nn

County Government of Kilifi
P.0. Box 80108, Kilifi.
Dated: 01/10/2025
Regd. Planner - J.B. Koyier, RPP. No. 0102, Mobile No. 0734074251.

ICON AUCTIONEERS.

Auctioneers, Repossessors, Debt Recovery Consultonts, investigotors, Court Process server
Tembo Co-op House, Mol Avenue
P.0. Box 40781-00100.Cell: 0722 488 446, 0725 861 663, 0798 2719 727
Email: iconauctionsi@gmail.com www.iconauctions.co.ke

PUBLIC AUCTION

Duly instructed by our principals, in exercise of their statutory powers, we shall sell by public Auction the under
mentioned motor vehicle and goods on 8™ OCTOBER 2025 at 10.30 am or soon thereafter at RAJEMA CAR YARD

& STORAGE. LMl I

MOTOR VEHICLE REGISTRATION NO: KAM BG3E (TOYGTATIO)

2. DISTRESS FORRENT
LANDLORD -VS-~ JULIE MUMBI MATHENGE

TV sat, TV stand, fridge, cooker/ ﬂ'b"l'l-.

affne makar. CONDITIONS OF SALE
Cash at the fall of the Hammer.

-2 ZASHA AUCTIONEERS

DEBT COLLECTORS, INVESTIGATORS, PROCESS SERVERS
Kitamu House, 6th floor, Room 26 , Tubman Road .
P.O. Box 947 - 00200, Nairobi Kenya Tel; +254 722 734 876 / +254 720 758 060
Email: zuhnucumwmmm
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sound system + speaker, round table, antique
table, dressing mirrer + mirror, aquarium, 3 pieces’ sofa-set, book-shelf, dining table + chairs, golf kit,

PUBLIC NOTICE

PHYSICAL & LAND USE PLANNING
ACT No.13 OF 2019
REGULIRISATION OF CHANGE OF USE

The registered owner of PARCEL No. KABETE/KARURA/369583696 located
within Karura Kanyungu area, 200M Off Gitaru Road in Kabete Municipality,
Kiambu County proposes to amalgamate and regularise the Change of use from
Agricultural to Educational{Early Childhood nt), Subject to
approval by the Kiambu County Government. Individuals, Institutions, Members
of the public etc. with any comment{s] and/or objection(s] to the proposed should
forward them in writing within 14 [fourteen) days of this notice to:

THE CECM LAND, HOUSING, PHYSICAL PLANNING AND
URBAN DEVELOPMENT
COUNTY GOVERNMENT OF KIAMBU
P.0 BOX 2344-00900, KIAMBU
REGISTERED PLANNER: MARVIN MUGAMBI REG. NO. PP323

@Gﬂ SCORP GUARANTEED AUGTIONEERS

Auctioneers, |
mwmhlﬂhhm Iu.-ﬁi‘h.h1
P.0. Bow 4 07E8-00N00 Tel: 072254078, 0784800600 Emall: scorpgearantesd @gmall comp

PUBLIC AUCTION

Under instructions received from our principal,the financier we shall sell
by public Auction the undermentioned motor vehicle on Thursday 9th
October 2025 at shapla motors off ngong road opposite Jamhuri grounds
starting from 1lam.

E
Financier .vs.washington Mandela olima.

KCF 740R. Toyota hiace matatu.

Cond sale
1. Cash at the fall of the hammer.
2. Sale is subject to a reasonable reserve price.
3. All are welcome.

Duly instructed by our principal we shall sale by public auction the undermentioned

goods at Leakey's Storage Yard Lunga Lunga Rd Industrial Area Nairobi on 9% October
2025 at 10:00AM.

In the matter of distress for rent Act CAP 293 Laws of Kenya
Landiord (vs] Hatchinson Ogolla.
2 door fridge, Cooker, Blender, Iron bax, Dispenser, 1 table + 2 stools, Microwave,
Carpet, Gas cylinder
Landlord (vs) Elizabeth Wanjiku Mwangi.
Fridge, Dining table + 4 Chairs, B seater sofa set, 1 reception seat, 1 glass table, 1
mirror, 1 Samsung TV 65", 1LG 42" TV,1iPad No DMPM7KFUF4Y), 1Laptop , 4 Computer
Monitors.
Pursuant to the court order in the Chief Magistrates Court at Voi Civil Suit No. EOO1 of
2020 transeast Itd [VS) China Jiangsu International Economic Technical. We shall sell
by Public Auction Toyota Rav & KCD 181W at Phillips International Auctioneers Yard,
Kileleshwa Kandara Road Nairobi on 9 October 2025 at 11.00 a.m
CONDITION OF SALE:
CASH AT THE FALL OF THE HAMMER.

PUBLIC NOTICE

PHYSICAL & LAND USE PLANNING
ACT No.13 OF 2019
NOTIFICATION FOR PROPOSED DENSIFICATION

The owner Plot No. 76/1099(0Original No 76/81) located
in Thindigua Kiambu Sub County proposes to Densify from
Residential Multi Dwelling Ground plus nine [9) floors
to Ground plus fourteen [14) floors subject to Approval by
Kiambu County. Individuals, Institutions, Organizations etc. with
objections/comments are requested to forward them in writing
within 14 days of this notice to:

THE CECM LANDS, HOUSING & PHYSICAL PLANNING
COUNTY GOVERNMENT OF KIAMBU
P.0. BOX 2311-00900, KIAMBU

MISTAN AUCTIONEERS

Auctioneers, Investigators & Debt collectors

College House, Tel: 0722816234/0714493108
University Way PO. Box 56655-00200
2nd Floor, Sulte 3 NAIROBI

Email: mistanauctioneers67@gmail.com

PUBLIC AUCTION

Duly instructed by our Principals, the CHARGEES, in exercise of its statutory
ower of sale, we shall sell by public auction the property described herein

gether with all the developments and improvement erected thereon

POS : knuwn as

R NO. EUASONYIRO/ILPEJETA/133 KIJABE AREA » LAIKIPIA
COUNTY registered in the name of SIMON MURIITHI KIGUA of P.0. Box 251
NARUMORU. The un-developed pr erty extends [6.98) Ha or [17.24) acres
approx. The property is located within Kijabe area within the Eﬁr hlt
area, Laikipia County. It is situated along unnamed road app ms
Kahuruko opping Centre [towards Kijabe Primary Schuul dtraﬂtmn] undar
GPS Co-ordinates 0.01556N, 36.78 . Main electricity are ready for
connection to the prnparsy from the immediate neighbourhood. Water would
be from a borehole. Foul disposal would be into a pit latrine/septic tank. The
immediate access road is unmade.

CONDITIONS OF SALE:

1. All interested Purchasers are required to view the pro rt'r and vanf?r the
details as these are not warranted by the Au ::tiuneem or the Principals.

2. Interested bidders are required to pay a deposit of Kshs. - to
obtain a bidding number and catalogue at the auctioneer's offices, before
the auction date.

3. The declared purchaser MUST deposit 25% of the purchase price
banker's cheque I:Iy; close of business on auction day. The balance wi
thereafter be payable within [90) days to the Chargees. PLEASE NOTE
that failure to pay the halance by the confirmed purchaser will result in
forfeiture of all Deposits pa

4. Sale is subject to resewe rI-:e and necessary consent.

9. Further details and conditions of sale are avallable on request at our offices
and viewing of the property can be done during normal working hours by
prior arrangements.

For more property log in to our website:
mrmhtmabugumm.m.h

TRADE WIDE AUCTIONEERS

[LICENSED CLASS B)
AUCTIONEERS, REPOSSESSORS, COURT BROKERS & GENERAL COMMISSION AGENTS
P.0 Box 16021-00100, Nairobi, Blessed Hse = Ngara, 2nd fir, Rm 3.
TEL: 0739 945 009/0727 168 978.
Email:tradewideauctionsers@gmail.com

PUBLIC AUCTION
Duzh'lstmctﬂdh',ruur ncipals we shall sell the following goods on 08/10/2025 at 11:00 am at Auto
¥ hﬂ.lh *'I-
LANDLORD VS MARVIN MAINA
Nunix water dispenser, Hisense 43 inche TV sat, HP deskjet printer, dining table plus 4 chairs, RAMTONS
m;cmwmrn plus p ate and uth&rs .

inc & tv set, 16 ssan wnu-dnnmmpthn counter,5 complete c

and'lwlr extension, 23 office chairs, mc tablet side cabinet, wooden counter with 1 [IET'H'
7 wooden tables with cushions, corner table,] keybord, disco machine and others

e table, w-asl'lmﬁ
I'FI-E[:HI'IB.. ﬁﬁa water dmar & dnur Fiiip

alectric kettle, coffes table, TV cabinet, 3 seater

sofaset, Tefal Iron box, Canon office printer, Ubl sound bar, speakers Samsung 55" TV, Samsung 75"
TV set and others.

5 burmer gas cooker with i‘fri-%s iE kg cylinder, Hisense T.V 32 inches and others

Ramtons d%u Emr%ﬂdﬂmrnﬁlu desk with one chalr, wooden wadrobe, super —gas 6 kg meko

and others
CONDITIONS OF SALE
» Strictly cash at the fall of the hammer

Auctioneers, Court Brokers, Repossessors, Process Servers and Property Agenis

Donholm helghts 3™ floor, Sulte 304 along Outering Road Danholm
POD. Bo 1494900600 NRE
Email;
Tek 0721 310520

Duly instructed by our Principal we shall sell by public auction the under
mentioned motor vehicle on EVadmsdar g r2025.

KAW 510Y TOYOTAHILUX | VALUERS YARD
PICKUP
CONDITIONS OF SALE

1.Cash at the fall of the hammer.

@ Lizzma Auctioneers

Thika Business Centre, 5" Floor, Suite 5-3 Opp. Equity Plaza Thika
Fﬂﬂm: 27304-00100Mairobi- Hﬂml'aT-EI 0721970443, Email:Marthalizzah@gmail.com

PUBLIC AUCTION

Under instructions received from our principals, we shall sell the under mentioned M/vehicles on
Thursday 8* October 2025 at Auction & Storage Yard Thika at 10:30 AM

No. CASENO./COURT PARTIES M/VEHICLE/ MODEL

G00DS
L. Kandara PM'S No. |John Karanja Mburu KCF 77SE Toyota Hiace
103 of 2021 -v5-
Ovias Muigai Ng'ang’a
2.  |Thika SCC No. E310 |Various Plaintiffs KOU 0K Honda Fit
of 2025, E285 of V-
2025 & E283 of Abdul Hannan & Sons
2025 Traders Ltd & Another
3. Milimani SCCC No. |Safewerx lies Lid KDJ 200C Toyota Prado
E96881 of 2025 -y5- A m
John Kinoti
Multi Q Kenya

DIRECT “O” AUCTIONEERS
Auctioneers, Bealipation of secunitics, Reposseases, Tnvestigatons & Debt (Pollection

Wabcom Housa

Ground Floar, VAT: 0144563P CELL: 0721 105 337
PO, Box 13047 - 20700, PIN NO: ADDY 1232756 0720 680 495
Makury EMAIL: doauctioneersdgmail. com

PUBLIC AUCTION

Under instructions received from our
we shall sell the under mention motor
ON TUEEDA\'B*WERMETMHE]MH

NAKURU
NAIVASA CASE 10F 2016

SUSAN EKAI LOKIMWAI VS WILDFIRE FLOWERS LIMITED

I the Nakuru law court,
by public Auction.
M AT OUR OFFICES

REG NO BODY TYPE MAKE
KBN 365F MAHINDRA VAN/PICK UP
DTIONS OF

1. Interested buyers are requested to view and verify all details of the
vehicle at Legacy Auctioneers Yard as this is not warranted by the
Auctioneers.

2. The sale is subject to reserve price.

3. STRICTLY CASH at the fall of the hammer

RAZOR SHARP AUCTIONEERS

Licensed Auctioneers [CLASS “B™]
Official court brokars, Balliff Reposassasra, Debt Collection, Estate Agants and Inveastipators,

ELDORET DFFICE MERICHO OFFICE
M Marya Houss 2 md Fir, Bm. No, 38 Saratet Shopping Camrire

Bt Haricis = Kinll romd
P.0 Ban 3SET-20M00 PO Bax 711 - 202800
Tel: DFEETEFENE Tal: OFEEMETETE
Emall: rarorsusiigmall_som E_H-:m
ELDORET, HERICHO,

PUBLIC AUCTION

Under instruction recaived from our Clients and In the Tribunal Court at Nairobi chargees, we shall
sell the under mentioned properties and items [good) by PUBLIC AUCTION together with all
dmh:plmnts and improvements erected thereon if any as follows;-

) s RE R

M rngistmu:l n thu name of luuua KIPKOECH LANGAT measuring (0.046
Ha) approximately (0.1137) of an acre or thereabouts. The property is located within Motobo Area,
Kericho Township in Kericho County. The property is located about 3.2kms due Morth-\West of
Kericho Town Centre and is sasily identifiable as Seder Pub & Guest House.Access to the property
from Kericho Town is via Keriche - Nyagacho road upto Nyagacho area to find the subject plot on
your right about 200 meters southwest past PAG Church Nyagacho. Coordinates 0°21'45.5"S,
35916:00.4»E.

IIEHEEEE_reahtered in the name nf ll.ll.ls HIF!IIEC!-I LANGAT n'ueasurlng [ﬂ.ﬂ] of a
Hectare approximately [0.682) of an Acre or thereabouts. The property is located within embe
Area in Bomat County. It Is situated approximately 800 meters North West of Kapkwean Market
and about 300 meters North of Bomet - Kaplong Highway. The property is located about 4kms
due west of Bomet Town. Access to the property from Bomet Town is via Bomet - Kaplong tarmac
road for about SKms then to turn right Tkm past ltembo Secondary School along a murram road for
about 200 meters and turning right to find the subject property on your left after about 120 meters.

ROYAL CAPITAL PACEMENTSLTD
DEFENDANT

1visitors chair 5 seater set, 1 complete computer, 1 monitor and keyboard, 2 coffee tables [glass], 1
reception desk, 1 reception wooden cabinet 1 small executive table, 15 office chairs, 5 office tables,
1 executive cabinet, 2 offica trays, 1 office chair [old), 2 carpats (small], 1Digital Vitron TV “32" and
HIK Vision CTV server.

PIONEER/NGERIA BLOCK MEATEC)/16976 rEgrstEmd in the name of RUEBEN KIPYEGO uum
& MESHACK KIPROP TOO 6/T THE DIRECTORS, NAPOH HOLDINGS LIMITD measuring (0.086
HA) or [0.2125) of an Acre or approximately. The property is within Randich Area, Kapseret
Location approximately 1.8Kms off Eldoret - Kapsabet Road. |t is about S00 meters to the South
West of AIC Randich and approximately 750Meters to the South West of St. Joseph's Primary
School, Kapseret. |t's approximately 12.2Km from Eldoret Town CBD. Development is 3 Bedroom
Bunglaw and Incomplete Servant's Quarter. Co-ordinates: 0°26"01.0"N 33°12"22.3"E.

CONDITIONS OF SALE

1] All interested buyers are requested to view the property and verify details as these are not
warranted by the auctioneer.

2] Adeposit of 10% must be paid in CASH OR BANKERS CHEQUE &t the fall of the hammer ad
balance to be paid within 90 days.

3) Kshs.100,000/= refundable to be deposited for one to get abidding number.

4) If by any case the highest bidder withdraws from the sale after the auction, the
refundable deposit will be forfeltad.

3] Sale is subject to reserved price.

6] The Auctioneers has a right to reject the bid without giving any reason whatsoever.

7] For ltem Mo.3 It Is strictly cash at the fall of the hammer,
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MOGO AUTOLTD

P.0. Box Number 29107-00100
Pine Tree, Kaburu Drive, Nairohi, Kenya

mdgo

MOTOR VEHICLES FOR SALE

mﬁmuﬁm from interested parties for the purchase of motor vehicles in our car yards countrywide, as
ow:

KDADSBY | Suzuki Every 2014 | Kisumu - Car Yard - Kanyamedha (Cars] | 260000
KCAS46Y | Nissan Caravan 2006 | Nairabi - Car Yard - Kiambu [Cars] 485000
KDCS59K | Suzukl Alto 2014 | Nairobl - Car Yard - Klambu [Cars] 299000

KCF924N_ |ToyotaFielder  [2008 | Nairobi - Car Yard - Kiambu [Cars] 680000
KBUSS5M |Honda Cr-v Kisumu - Car Yard - Kanyamadha [Cars] | 620500
KCB378P | Toyota Wish Klsumu - Car Yard - Ka a

KATISOD | Subaruimprezs 1999 | Kisumu - Car Yard - Kanyamedha [Cars) | 267500

8

1
2
3
4
3
]
7
] KCD267N | Toyota Passo 2008 |Nairohi - Car Yard - Klambu [Cars) 96000
g KCL470V | Toyota Hilux 2010 | Mairobi - Car Yard - Kiambu [Cars) 1530000
10| KBWS35A | Toyota Voxy 2008 | Nairobi - Car Yard - Klambu (Cars] | 552500
n KCLS47A | Bmw 320 2010 | Meru - Car Yard - Kathita [Cars) 240000
12 KCABSB]  |Missan Advan 2007  |Mairobi-Car Yard - Kiambu [Cars) 160000
13 KDH4BTP | Suzuki Swift 2015 | Nairobi - Car Yard - Kiambu [Cars) 654500
14 |KCFIBSN | Toyota lsis 2008 |Mairobi - Car Yard - Kiambu [Cars) 280000
15__ | KAZBSIK | Toyots Premio 2000_| Nairobi - Car Yard - Kiambu [Cars) | 187500
18 KDBBSTH | Missan Serena 2013 | Nairohi - Car Yard - Kiambu [Cars) 510000
7 KBQOGOS mumm 2004 |Mombasa - Car Yard - Ferry [Cars) 1530000
18 |KCQEZTE | SubaruImpreza 2010 | Nairobi - Car Yard - Kiambu [Cars) 585000
1 |KBOBA3H |Missan Serena 2004 | Kisumu - Car Yard - Kanyameadha [Cars) | 297500
20 | KBKBBIE__ | Toyota Corolla 2002 _| Kisurmu - Car Yard - Kanyamedha [Cars)
21 |KDDBISH | MNissan Note 2014 __| Nairobi - Car Yard - Kiambu [Cars) | 510000
22 |KCPGBB) | Toyota MarkX 2010 | Mairabi - Car Yard - Kiambu [Cars) 680000
23  |KBWI7SF | Toyotalsis 2008 _ | Kisumu - Car YYard - Kanyamedha [Cars] | 400000
24 KDB&SAY | Toyota Mark X 2012 | Nairobi - Car Yard - Kiambu [Cars) 480000
25  |KCXDI58  |Brmwxl 2012 | Mairobi - Car Yard - Kiambu [Cars) 1035000
vwmmnmmwmmammmm[ﬂlmumlfmﬂmumalmwﬂfyﬂnmm
as SALE IS 'ON-AS-15 WHERE-1S-BASIS'
ettt ol bk ol by o ey Lot el e
Mogo Ltd, Kaburu Drive
P.0 Box 9979 -
NAIRDBL

TOYOTA HARRIER

YEAR 2018

ono trada In ok

Payment plans
available.

Petrol 2.0cc
automatic extremely clean

0723443739, 0791192088, 0722790643

TOYOTAHILUXDCAB
YEAR2019 ) . 5.79M

pno trada In ok

Payment plans
available.

Black edition
12000kms

automatic extramely clean

0791192088, 0722790643

NISSAN XTRAIL

YEAR2018 . 2.79M |

ono trada In ok

Payment plans
available.
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It's with deep sadness and humble acceptance of God's will that we announce the passing

of our beloved Mr. Joseph Ongeri Mogaru of Bonyakera Kisii county on Wednesday 18th
September 2025. Son of late Crisando Mogaru and late Alexina Nyamisa.

He was a cherished husband to Rachel Ongeri and late Askah Nyangarisa. Loving father of
Thomas Obonsi, Veronica Nyabate, Felister Moraa, Evans Obirl, Jeff Mogire, Winnie Bitengo.
He was beloved father-in-law of Ruth Mongina, Carol Nyambeki, Enner Nzemo, late Mogere,
Jackson Mokua. Brother to Salome Magoma and the late Peninah Ntabo, late Antanus
Kerongo and late Peter Mosomi.

Brother in law of Frolence Bwari, the late Rose Monyenche, James Mogere, Mark Bosire,
Jessica Ndege. Alexina Nyanchoka, Douglas Atera, Eng. Hillary nyaanga, Jeremiah Ouko,
naftali kerecha, Fredric okeyo, Harrison Osebe, Gladys Osebe,Orpha Nyaanga and the |ate
Elijah Nyaanga Grandfather of Rehema, Stacy, Isaiah, Frank, Flonah, Fidel, Kimberley, Maya,
Eunice, Annette, Precious, Taylor, Johnson, Emmanusl, Joseph, Vivian, vy, Brevian, Titus,
Gwyneth, Fikline, Robert and Havi.

Great grandfather of Maya and Dhilan Korera to Mr & Mrs Benson Omanga, late Thomas
Masese and Teresia Masese and Aggrey Mudanya. Uncle to many. The cortege leaves
mbageth| funeral home on Thursday 2nd October, 2025. Followed by burlal service on Friday

3rd Detober, 2025 at his home in Bonyakera village Kisli county.

2ol Timothy 4:7 | have fought the good fight, | have finished the race,
and | have kept the faith.

Sl M N
Vi y u
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(X hen you are
sorrowful look again in
your heart, and pou shall
see that in lruth you are
weeping Jor that which
has been your delight

.
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Athletics. No time to rest for Kipyegon after Tokyo, Page 32

Scan hereto give us
feedback on these
stories and more.

Adhiambo confident as

Kenya seeks to bag more
medals at Deatlympics

» Kenyawomen'’s basketball
skipper hoping her side will
make it to the podium in

Tokyo.

» Kenya won five gold, seven
silver and 12 bronze at the
2022 championships in Brazil.

OCHIENG OYUGI, NAIROBI

enya is looking to sur-

pass the 24 medals (5

gold, 7 silver and 12

bronze) won in 2022

in Brazil, at the forth-
coming Tokyo 2025 Deaflympics
championships slated for Novem-
ber 15-26, in Japan.

One of the disciplines that the
country is hopeful to make a mark
and increase the medal haul at the
25" edition of the Summer Games
is the women'’s deaf basketball.

The category already has a
pumped up captain, Winnie
Adhiambo who is not only raring
to go, but is motivated to steer the
countryto gloryin the global quad-
rennial games.

Adhiambo believes it's very pos-
sible for herside to make a podium
finish in Tokyo following their ex-
ploits in Caxias do Sul three vears
ago, where they silenced global
powerhouse and hosts Brazil.

“Beating Brazil was the hall
mark of change for us, it was our
first ever win in the global champi-
onship, it showed us that all is pos-
sible. And now, that we are headed
to Tokyo, we have developed that
mentality of awinner.

“Even though we are in the
tough Group A in Tokyo- composed
of Italy, Lithuania and Australia,
but we are hopeful to top the pool
in our chase for glory,” Adhiambo
told Standard Sports at the USIU-A
Grounds in Nairobi where theyare
currently holding their exercises.

The team is on non-residential
training but is expected to enter
residential camp at Kasarani Sta-
dium on October 6.

Based on their intended objec-
tive in Tokyo, the 34-year-old moth-
erof one says they are training very
hard to realise their target.

“We are doing lots of workouts,
gym work, ball handling skills and
also those tactics that helps us to
be toughened mentally,” Adhia-
mbo said.

“At times,  have been doing per-
sonal training with the hearing
friends and also participating in
their league and this has given me
immense potential.

“For example, yvou find that
players in the hearing team are
very fast, so that has helped me to
be a good athlete. [ also share with
my colleagues (in the Deaf basket-
ball team) what I have learnt on
the other side where I take part
in the Kenya Basketball Fed-
eration League (KBF),” said
Adhiambo who dreams of
being a basketball coach
in future.

Adhiambo reiter-
ated the need for them
to sharpen both their
offence and defence as
well as work on other
key drills such as man
marking before they de-
part to Tokyo.

The point guard who

-

Kenya women's deaf basketball team captain Winnie Adhiambo training at
preparing for the 25th Summer Deaflympics set for Tokyo, Japan next month. [Courtesy]

Tulgo 2025 Deaflympics
ro

up A basketba

W Kenya

o [taly

M Lithuania
W Australia

features for Footprints in the KBF
League boasts a wealth of experi-
ence in the sport.

Adhiambo started playing at 19
after being inspired by friends and
has never regretted. _ |

Although she did not en-

joy the sport at first, her

.. passion for the game

gradually grew, over

time to the extend to

which she is now chal-

lenging the hearing

friends in the nation-
al league.

While hailing
Adhiambo for her
prowess, Kenya
women's deaf bas-
ketball head coach

Mary Chepkoi said she
settled on Adhiambo

it | ;
% 4 A

the USIU-A Grounds in Nairobi where the side is

as the national team skipper for

Tokyo showpiece owing to the lat-
ter's leadership skills, and courage
to compete with the non-hearing-
impaired players.

“She is not limited to the Deaf

team. Sheis this person whois out-

going and ready to compete in any

platform, so that’s the courage and
leadership we need in the squad,”
said Chepkoi who also coached
the team in the 2022 Games held
in Caxias Do Sul, Brazil.
According to Chepkoi, who dou-

bles as Jomo Kenyatta University

of Agriculture and Technology, the
team of 20 players has been train-
ing three times a week - Friday,
Saturday and Sunday. The team
will be whittled down to a final 12
before they leave for Tokyo.
“Having gotten players from dif-
ferent regions, they have not been

exposed to training so there are a

couple of fundamentals of basket-
ball that we are still working on,”
she said.

“We won one game at that time
(in Brazil). We are looking forward
to posting better results this time
around. We are looking forward to
picking a win in the group stages,”
she said, singling out Lithuania as
their biggest threat.

On her part, Christine Kirui, the
chairperson of Kenya Deaf Basket-
ball Federation said they expect
the team to win a medal in Tokyo.

“As a federation, we are promis-
ing Kenyans that when we reach
Tokyo, we are going to get a medal

and bring it home. We know that

is what will make Kenyans proud,
sowe will give our best,” said Kirui.
The Tokyo showpiece will be the

third consecutive time that Kenya

will be showcasing it's basketball
talent on the global stage, fol-
lowing the team’s debut in

in Samsun, Turkey.

sports@stand-
ardmedia.

co.ke

the global games in 2017

Briefing

CRICKET.NEPAL THRASH
SORRY WEST INDIES

M Nepal produced a stunning perfor-
mance to bowl the West Indies out for just
83 in the second T20I in Sharjah on
Monday and claim a 2-0 victory in their
first-ever series against a Test-playing
country with a game to spare.After
racking up 173 for six in their 20 overs
with half-centuries for Aasif Sheikh and
Sundeep Jora, Nepal, ranked 18th in the
world skittled the West Indies in 17.1
overs to claim victory by a crushing 90
runs,Mohammad Aadil Alam took 4-24
while Kushal Bhurtel took 3-16 in just 2.1
overs of leg spin. [AFP]

TENNIS. GAUFF SURVIVES
SCARE AT CHINA OPEN

¥ Defending champion Coco Gauff fought
back to beat Belinda Bencic 4-6, 7-6 (7/4),
6-2 in a tense encounter yesterday and reach
the China Open quarter-finals.Gauff next
plays either Eva Lys of Germany or fellow
American McCartney Kessler in Beijing. It
was a tough match,” Gauff said. "I had
chances in the first to close it out but overall
I'm happy with how | fought. She was being
really aggressive. There were frustrations on
both sides of the court at a largely empty
stadium as the players switched between one
half darkened by shade and the other in the
blazing sun. [AFP]

CRICKET. NEW ZEALAND LOSE
MAXWELL TO INJURY

M All-rounder Clenn Maxwell was
yesterday ruled out of this weeks T20
series in New Zealand after breaking his
arm in a freak accident during net
training.Maxwell had his arm fractured by
a shot from big-hitting batsman Mitchell
Owen while bowling in the nets at Mount
Maunganui, said Cricket Australia.Mat-
thew Short was in the adjoining net when
Maxwell was struck.’l saw it out of the
corner of my eye,” Short told cricket.com.
au.’l saw (Owen) smoked it and then the
aftermath. It hit Maxi on the wrist. It didn't
sound good.” [AFP]
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Paralympics’ vote to lift Russian
suspension termed as bold step

» International Paralympic Committee
partially lifted suspensions of Russia and
Belarus on Saturday.

» Burns believes the IOC might have a
tough task justifying Russia returning to
the fold for the upcoming event in Dakar.

AFP, PARIS

he International Paralympic Com-

mittee’s decision to lift the temporary

suspension of Russia and Belarusisa

“bold step” but “many will argue it is

premature” while the conflict contin-
ues, a former I0C executive told AFP,

The vote at the IPC’s general assemblyin Seoul
on Saturday was a close-run thing but the nar-
row majority of 51.7% potentially opens the way
for Russian and Belarusian athletes to compete
under their own flags at the Winter Paralympics
in Milan-Cortina next year.

Russia invaded Ukraineover three years ago, in
February 2022, and peace appears a distant hope
-- Moscowunleashed a massive drone and missile
attack against Ukraine lasting 12 hours overnight
Saturday.

Terrence Burns, a former I0C marketing ex
ecutive, told AFP the IPC was trying to perform a
delicate balancing act.

“It’s a bold and consequential and controver-
sial step,” the American said.

“The IPC is trying to balance athlete rights,
sporting principles, and moral legitimacy.

“But yes, many will argue it is premature while
the conflict continues and civilians suffer.

“The optics are very sensitive, and this won't
be judged merely in sporting terms.”

The IPC’s change of tack contrasted to that
of the International Olympic Committee (IOC),
whose Executive Board earlier this month main-
tained the status guo from the 2024 Paris Olym-
pics and Paralympics, with Russians and Belaru-
sians competing as neutral athletes.

Burns, who since leaving the IOC has played
a role in five successful Olympic city bids, said
the IPC vote will “almost certainly reverberate”
at IOC headquarters in Lausanne, where Kirsty
Coventry assumed the reins as president in June.

“Although the IOC and IPC are separate, the
public and media will view them as connected
players,” Burns said.
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Rllﬁ&la’s Fresdent ﬂadu:mr Putm poses fura group phutu w1ﬂl Russian Fa.ralymplana mﬂdamsts from the Farls
2024 Paralympic Games in Moscow on December 16, 2024. [AFP]

“The I0OC under President Coventry is already
signaling a more dialogue-driven approach tore-
integration questions.”

The I0C said on Monday it “acknowledged” the
IPC’s decision.

Pandora’s box

Russia was suspended by the IOC
in 2023 for violating the Olym-
pic Charter by incorporating
sports councils in four re-
gions in eastern Ukraine.

However, at the most
recent [I0OC Executive
Board meeting this
month the IOC “com-
mitted to finding a
pathway for every
NOC to participate... in
the Dakar 2026 Youth
Olympic Games”,

Burns, though, believes
the IOC might have a tough
task justifying Russia return-
ing to the fold for that event in
Dakar.

“That's a bit of a minefield,” he said. “The
Youth Olympics are supposed to foster inclusion

Arguably one of the
greatest threats
the movement is the
increasing political

'I'hrun:l Burns, former [0C marketing
R executive

and positive values among young people.

“But any decision to include or exclude has to
stand up to scrutiny, especially if the country in
question faces credible allegations like child ab-
duction.

“The I0C will have to show consistency, trans-

parencyr, and moral grounding if it goes that
: route.”

y  difficult, if not impossible,
\  situation”.

“Arguably one of the
fﬂﬂ ng the movement is the in-
creasing political weap-
onisation of sport,” the

AFP.

start suspending one nation for war
or atrocities, where do you stop? You open
a Pandora’s box.”
sports@standardmedia.co.ke

Michael Payne, a former head of
% the IOC’s marketing, said on a
% global level sport “is in a very

greatest threats facing

67-year-old Irishman told

“If vour fundamental
mission is to bring the world
together, through peaceful
sports competition, once you

OLYMPIS

I0C launches call for
medal designs for
Dakar 2026 Youth
Olympic Games

Creatives and Olympic fans now have
the chance to leave their mark on Olympic
history.

This follows the opening of a global call
to shape one of the most meaningful sym-
bols of the Games by designing the obverse
side of the medal for the Dakar 2026 Youth
Olympic Games (YOG). The selected
design will feature on the medals awarded
to athletes who reach the podium in Sen-
egal. The submissions, which started on
September 2 through a dedicated platform
on Olympics.com will end on October 7.

The designer of the obverse of the Gang-
won 2024 medal, Dante Akira Uwai,
explained the impact that his participa-
tion in 2024 had on his life: “A lot has
changed since Gangwon. Many opportuni-
ties have opened up to me thanks to the
medal design competition, especially for
my career. But I think the most important
change was actuallyinternal. It was realis-
ing the transformative power of both art
and sport.”

A jury featuring International Olympic
Commitiee (I0C) Dakar 2026 Coordination
Commission chairman Humphrey Kay-
ange OLY, Gangwon 2024 medal design
competition winner Dante Akira Uwali,
I0C Young Leaders Peniamina Percival
OLY and Pragnya Mohan, IOC Young
Reporters Yun Su Park and Yann Durand,
and Dakar 2026 ambassador Elzo Jam-
dong will review applications, rank
designs and share their recommendation
with the IOC Executive Board for valida-

tion. [Washington Onyango]

Former 10C president Thomas Bach (right)
and Gangwon 2024 medal designer Dante
Akira Uwai. [Agencies]

S. Afrlca lose World Cup qualifying points over ineligible player

South Africa have forfeited a 2026
World Cup qualifying match against
Lesotho for fielding an ineligible
player, world football governing
body Fifa announced on Monday.

South Africa’s 2-0 victory on
March 21 in Polokwane has been
replaced with a 3-0 defeat meaning
they drop to second place in Group
C of the African qualifiers, behind
Benin on goal difference, while
Lesotho remain fifth.

South Africa violated Article19 of
the Fifa Disciplinary Code by play-
ing Teboho Mokoena after the mid-
fielder had accumulated two yellow

South Africa midfielder Teboho Mokoena in
action. [AFP]

cards against Benin and then Zim-
babwe, the football body’s discipli-
nary committee said.

South African sports minister
Gayton McKenzie said the sanction
was “deeply regrettable and has
brought embarrassment to our
nation”.

“We acknowledge that this situa-
tion has brought South Africa into
disrepute, and we must take full
responsibility for addressing it,” he
said.

“We thank Fifa for swift action
and not making us wonder and wait
in agony about our fate.

“However, our immediate focus
must be on rallying behind our
national team as they prepare for
their crucial final two matches in
October.

“Bafana Bafana have played with
immense heart and determination
to secure their place in the Fifa
World Cup next vear, and they
deserve our unwavering support.

“This deduction is but a bump in
the road, and we believe that we
remain firmly on track for qualifica-
tion.

“My department will lead a thor-
ough investigation into the incom-

petence that led to this sanction.”

The South African FA, which can
still appeal the decision, must also
pay a fine of 10,000 Swiss francs
($12,536).

The ruling offers a lifeline to Nige-
ria who move back to within three
points of the top two going into the
final two rounds of qualifiers next
month.

Only the nine group winners qual-
ify automatically for next year's
World Cup. The four best runners-
up will go into play-offs which could
grant Africa a10th spotin the finals.
[AFP]
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Barca’s Yamal

eyes up PSG after®

Ballon d'Or miss

» Yamal has made over 100
appearances for Barcelona, scor-
ing 27 goals, and winning two
LalLiga titles since his debut at 15
in 2023.

» Dembele who won the award
for the best player in the world si
out injured.

AFP,EARCELOMA

arcelona winger Lamine

Yamal almost became the

youngest ever Ballon d'Or

winner last week at 18,

and tonight’s Champions

League clash against Paris Saint-

Germain offers the ideal opportunity

to begin stating his case for next year.

PSG star Ousmane Dembele won

the award for the best player in the

world but is out injured and will miss

the match at the Olympic stadium,
leaving runner-up Yamal the floor.

Last season it was the then 17-year-

old who inspired Barcelona’s charge

to the semi-finals, and despite two

outstanding displays against Inter

Milan, Hansi Flick’s side fell just short.

They missed out on facing PSG in

the final, as the French side crushed

Inter to claim their first Champions
League trophy.

Yamal pledged he would bring the
cup to Barcelona, who have not won
it since 2015 and the days of Lionel
Messi.

Despite Yamal’'s guality, already
immense and still increasing, Barce-
lona have improved without him last
season.

In the 2024/25 campaign they strug-
gled when he was absent, depending
far too much on him, but they have
just won five games in a row, the first
four of those without the teenager.

Yamal was sidelined with a groin
issue but on his return against Real
Sociedad on Sunday in La Liga made
an instant impact when introduced in
the 58" minute.

The right winger burst into the box
and crossed for Robert Lewandowski
to head home the winner, little over a
minute after entering the fray.

It was the perfect way to reintro-
duce himself, shaking the crowd out
of their stupor.

“(Just) his presence on the pitchisa
threat,” said Real Sociedad coach Ser-
gio Francisco.

“He’s showing every day he’s the
best player in the world. It's a treat to
watch him.”

Yamal’s impact against Real So-
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Barcelona’s Lamine Yamal (right) dribbles the ball past Real Sociedad’s Sergio Gomez during LaLiga match at the Lluis Companys

Stadium in Barcelona on Saturday. [ AFP]

ciedad was also a tonic for the club
during a difficult week. They lost Joan
Garcia and Raphinha to injury, the
duo joining recently hurt duo Fermin
Lopez and Gavi on the sidelines.
Barcelona were also denied per-
mission to return to their renovated
Camp Nou home by the city council,

_TODAYSF

W Qarabag v Copenhagen 7.45pm
W Royale Union 5G_ v Newcact'e ;. 7./45pm

W Arsenal v Olympiacos  10pm
W Barcelona v PSG 10pm
W Bayer Leverkusen v PSV 10pm
W Dortmund v Ath Bilbao  10pm
W Monaco v ManCity  10pm
W Napoli v Sporting CP_10pm
W Villarreal v Juventus 10pm

despite hopes they could host the La
Real game there.

“I'm happy to have him back, he
showed it directly, his outstanding
strength he has to create chances, to
give the last pass. It's good to have him
back,” said Flick.

Climb to get to the top

Despite his age, Yamal has made
over 100 appearances for Barcelona,
scoring 27 goals, and winning two La
]iga titles since his debut at 15 in 2023.

The Spain international, who won
Euro 2024 with his countrythe day af-
ter his 17" birthday, is often compared
to eight-time Ballon d’Or winner and
Barcelona all-time great Lionel Messi.

Yamal inherited his iconic number
10 shirt at the start of this season, also

worn by Diego Maradona and Ronald-
inho among other historic Barcastars.

Only time will tell whether Yamal
will be able to reproduce Messi’s lon-
gevity, but thus far he has risen to
meet every challenge he has faced
since his debut at just 15.

The Argentine did not win the Bal-
lon d’Or until he was 22, with Brazil
great Ronaldo the youngest ever win-
ner at 21.

Yamal may have missed out this
year, but if he wins the award in 2026
or 2027, he will still claim that record,
as he has done so many others.

“You have to climb to get to the
top,” said Yamal on Instagram after
missing out in Paris, and facing PSG
may be the first rung on the ladder.

sports(@standardmedia.co.ke

EPL

William Saliba commits future
to Arsenal with new contract

TBM Health and Kolwa Falcons are Nyanza

William Saliba has signed a new long-term
contract with Arsenal, the Premier League club
announced yesterday.

The France defender has reportedly put pen
to paper on a five-year deal, which will keep him
at the clubuntil 2030. His previous contract had
been due to run until 2027

Saliba, 24, had been expected to extend his
stay at the Emirates despite earlier reported
interest from Real Madrid.

The centre-back joined the Gunners in 2019
but had anumber ofloan spells before establish-
ing himself as a regular in Mikel Arteta’s team
during the 2022/23 season.

Since then Saliba has been at the heart of an
Arsenal side that has finished second in each of
the past three seasons in the Premier League.

“I feel at home. We have a good team, we have
a good squad, we have good staff. The coach is
perfect for me, so it's the best place to be,” said
Saliba.

“I enjoy every day when I have the chance to
wear this shirt. [ try to give everything, and now
I'll give even more to this club and to the fans.”

Manager Arteta said: “William is loved by all
the plavers and staff, and that speaks volumes
about his character, commitment and attitude
every day.
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Arsenal defender William Saliba. [AFP]

“Since joining us, William has grown so much,
embraced responsibility, and has created a |
strong connection with our supporters and eve- |

ryone at the club.”

Arsenal are second in the Premier League, two
points behind leaders Liverpool after six games |
- Sh500,000 each. China Squad silenced Redeem

of the season. [AFP]

Region BingwaFest champions after triumphing
during the showdown held at the Jaramogi Ogin-

ga Odinga Stadium, Siaya County over the week-

end.
Kolwa Falcons came from a goal down in the
ladies’ final to beat Thrive Sports Kenya 2-1, as

. TBM Health put up a dominant display against

Kianja Allstars to win 4-0 to win the men’s title

in Nyanza.

Following their wins, TBM Health and Kolwa
Falcons, pocketed Shl million each, while Thrive

Sports Kenya and Kianja Allstars were awarded
- 5h500,000. Daraja Mbili and Uhola Queens, who

defeated Asembo United and Sinaga, respec-
tively, in the third-place playoff, received

S5h250,000 for finishing third.

In rugby, Kisumu Development staged a prop-
er comeback to beat Kisii University 12-8 in the
men’s final as Nyagichencha whitewashed

Sidindi 31-0in the ladies’ final. Winam and Nya-
- kongo finished third after seeing off JOOST and

Nyamira Community in the plavoffs.

Just like in football, the winners in rugby
received Shl million each, first runners up
Sh500,000, and second runners up Sh250,000
each.

China Sguad and Dream Team ruled the bas-
ketball court to emerge as the men’s and wom-
en’s champions in the 3x3 contest to receive

PR R Ty T R R R TR R

TBM Healith and Kianja Allstars players during their
Nyanza Region BingwaFest final match at Jaramogi
Oginga Odinga Stadium on Sunday. [Courtesy]

Team 13-7 as Dream Team saw off Aces 16-13. Ris-
ing Stars and Adili Sparks finished third.

Redeem Team and Aces Stars took home
Sh250,000 while Rising Stars and Adili Sparks
pocketed Sh100,000 after finishing third.

Athletics took place on Thursday at the same
venue, with Miriam Chebet emerging as the star
of the Nyanza leg after claiming commanding
double victories in the 5,000m and 10,000m
races.

BingwaFest heads to Machakos for the East-
ern leg on October 13-19.

[Washington Onyango]
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» She will renew rivalry with Ethiopia’s
Gudaf Tsegay and world bronze medal-
list Jessica Hull of Australia at Athlos
meet.

» Faith won her fourth world 1500m title

in Tokyo and also added a silver medal in
5.000m.

STEPHEN RUTTO, ELDORET

can’t stop pushing myself and waking up
early for my morning runs, ared-hot Faith
Kipyegon has said as she sets sights on the
all-women Athlos New York City meet this
month.

There is no time to rest yet for Kipyegon, who
is fresh from her fourth world 1500m title at the
Tokyo World Championships which came to a
close on September 21.

She will be chasing glory once again at the
October 10 showdown in the meet to be staged
at Icahn Stadium in New York City.

The three-time Olympic champion says after
the all-women meet, the season will have ended
and time to relax and reflect on a brilliant sea-
son begins.

“I still have one more race to go in New York
City - the only-women race, and that is Athlos
and after that the season will be over,” '
says Kipyegon. -y

But before then, the hardest € -t
work will be on the training as she
sets her eyes on not just a win but {8
a defence of her 2024 Athlos title; ™
not forgetting the Sh77 million &
winning prize - a mouthwatering @5
reward for a superstar who also & #
bagged a silver medal in the wom- &8
en’s 1500m at the Tokyo Worlds.

And she promises to continue
her stellar shows at the Athlos SRR
event in an ambitious dream to WA &
motivate the younger generation of — .
athletes.

Ethiopia’s Gudaf
Tsegay and Kenya's
Faith Kipyegon after
competing in the
women’s 5,000m heats
during the World
Athletics Champion-

ships in Tokyo on i 4
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No time to rest for
Kipyegon yet as she
heads to New York

“I will not stop winning be-
cause many generations are
looking up to me. Many young
girls say Iwant to be like Faith
in the future,” Kipyegon said
recently.

She goes on to say: “I still want to push my-

self and wake up early for morning runs know-
ing that many young Kenyans are looking up to

me. Beatrice Chebet saw me running as ajunior
athlete. She started training when I'was already
world junior champion.”

At the inaugural Athlos showpiece, last year,
Kipyegon and Ethiopia’s Tsige Duguma were
among the victors.

Kipyegon took the 1500m title while Duguma
delivered a win in the 800m race.

But this year, Kipyegon is eyeing a win in the
Mile, a distance where she holds the world re-
cord, just like the 1500m.

Former world 800m champion Mary Moraa
who faced a strong opposition in Tokyo and
could not medal, will be hoping to redeem her-
self in her specialty.

The new all-women meeting, held at the
Icahn Stadium, featured six elite events - the
100m, 200m, 400m, 800m, 1500m and100m hur-
dles - with prize money of $60,000 up for grabs
for each winner.

Kipyegon won last year’s 1500m race in Ath-
los after her third Olympic title in Paris. She

. had improved the world record to 3:49.04 that
B _ season,and maintained her winning streak,

claiming victory in New Yorkin 4:04.79in a
S, tactical clash.

------
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Faith Kipyegon
celebrates after
winning her fourth
1,500m world title
at the World
Championships in
Tokyo. [AFP]

2025 ATHLOS NYC EVENTS:

®B100m
B 200m
B 100m hurdles
B 400m

W 800m

» Mile

®Long Jump

Mile athletes:

W Faith Kipyegon

W Susan Ejore

® Nikki Hiltz (USA)

W Jessica Hull (Australia)
W Gudaf Tsegay (Ethiopia)
¥ Freweyni Hailu (Ethiopia)

800m athletes

W Mary Moraa

W Tsige Duguma (Ethiopia)

W Keely Hodgkinson (Great Britain)
m Georgia Bell (Great Britain)

W Natoya Goule-Toppin (Jamaica)
M Renelle Lamote (France)

Racing a superb final lap in 58.45, Kipyegon
kicked away from Ethiopia’s world road mile cham-
pion Diribe Welteji, who was second in 4:05.58 at
the 2024 event.

Meanwhile, Athlos - the Alexis Ohanian-founded
all-women’s track and field meet, is set to make even
bigger moves in 2026.

The first iteration of the meet was punctuated
with attractive prize money, a performance by
Grammy Award-winning artist Megan Thee Stal-
lion, and eight Olympic champions, including Kip-
yegon, Gabby Thomas (200m) and Masai Russell
(100m hurdles).

“This year, Athlos will return to New York City on
October 10, promising more exciting athletic perfor-
mances and a more influential cultural movement.
In 2026, Ohanian plans to take Athlos to even big-
ger heights, crafting a team-based, athlete-led track
and field league with Olympic champions Sha’Carri
Richardson, Gabby Thomas, and Tara Davis-Wood-
hall as the founding advisor-owners,” organisers
announced.

They added: “Richardson, known for her daring
spirit and difficult-to-beat top-end speed, brings
several valuable qualities to the table that will set
the Athlos league up for success.”
srutto@standardmedia.co.ke
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Directurat Eboss Inuestments Geuffrey Gitaka
(center) and Head of Mortgage Finance at Co-op Bank
Vincent Kihara (left) in Ruiru. [Courtesy]

CO-OP BACKS DEVELOPERS
WITH SH110M FINANCING

o-operative Bank of Kenya
has extended a Sh110 mil-
lion facility to a company
owned by young real estate
developers to enable the ex
pansion of their mixed-use
development in Ruiru.

The financing to Eboss Investments Compa-
ny will support the development of Seven Oaks
School, anew British-curriculum institution in
Ruiru. The school forms the anchor of a mixed-
use gated community that integrates residen-
tial housing, commercial spaces, recreational
amenities, and other social infrastructure.

The financing package combines a Sh80 mil-
lion mortgage facility, dedicated to construct-
ing the school, and a Sh30 million revolving
term loan tailored to the project’s phased de-
velopment model.

The partnership entered a new phase with
the groundbreaking of the Seven Oaks School,
the educational anchor for the development,
marking the start of Phase 4.

Vincent Kihara, head of mortgage Finance at
Co-operative Bank of Kenya, said the lender’s
decision to back Eboss was informed by a rig-
orous assessment of both the project and the
team behind it.

“Our financing approach follows the pro-
ject’s natural growth. Once Eboss proved their
ability to deliver in earlier phases, we struc-
tured support for the school phase through a
mortgage facility,” he said.

“It's a model that ensures sustainable deliv-
ery while matching financing to real progress
on the ground. We continuously want to stamp
our support towards youth-led developments,”
he added. Eboss Investments has successfully
delivered Phases 1-3 of the project since 2018
using a combination of family resources and
buyers’ deposits, a track record that played a
central role in securing bank financing for the
next stages. The Sh30 million revolving term
loan will specifically fund the fit-outs and fin-
ishing of these townhouses.

Geoffrey Gitaka, director at Eboss Invest-
ments Company, said the partnership with Co-
op Bank has been instrumental in translating
their vision into reality:.

“Co-operative Bank has walked with us from
the beginning — they sat down with us, ana-
lysed our vision, and recognised that we had
something solid,” he said.

“This partnership has grown beyond financ-
ing; we've opened up new conversations and
see a future where their clients are our clients.
For us, this is more than just a loan — it’s a
strong partnership for the long journey ahead.”

[Esther Dianah]

AFRICA’S INSURANCE LEADERS FORGE AI-DRIVEN
FUTI.IRE FOR II*II:.'I.ISTI!'Ir AT NAIROBI FORUM

From left: Caava Group CEO Ayisi Makatiani, Consulting Leader at Deloitte East Africa Urvi
Patel and Group Chief Financial Officer at M-TIBA Moses Kuria at the InsurTech Forum Nairobi
2025 recently. [Nanjinia Wamuswa, Standard]

frica’s insurance
leaders have
called for more
digital connec-
tivity and urgent
adoption of con-
nected data and
Artificial Intelligence (AI).

This is to drive efficiency, cut costs
and expand insurance access to cater for
uninsured customer segments across
theregion.

Speaking at the InsurTech Forum
Nairobi (ITFN) 2025, the leaders em-
phasised the need to break away from
outdated legacy systems that keep data
in silos and limit innovation.

Currently, only 1 per cent of insurance
operations in Africa leverage Al capabili-
ties, a figure expected to grow to 80 per
cent within the next five years, accord-
ing to Urvi Patel, Consulting Leader, De-
loitte East Africa.

“The biggest challenge for insurers
today is reliance on legacy systems that
are expensive, inefficient and cumber-
some,” said Group Chief Financial Of-
ficer at M-TIBA Moses Kuria.

“The industry will greatly transform
by leveraging connected end-to-end
digital systems that improve efficiency,
simplify products, and allow for more
personalised, customer-friendly ser-
vices."”

He added that the future of health in-

surance will be defined by interconnect-
ed systems, member-centric solutions,
ecosystem partnerships, and predictive
analytics that shift the industryfrom re-
active claims management to proactive
health management.

The forum, themed “From Legacy to
AL Actionable Next Steps,” convened
over 150 executives, board members,
regulators, and innovators.

Curated in partnership with the As-
sociation of Kenva Insurers (AKI), the
Insurance Institute of Kenya (IIK), and
Caava Group, alongside partners, includ-
ing M-TIBA, Deloitte, NCBA Bancassur-
ance, 0ld Mutual, Redian Software, and
NCBA-IG, ITFN 2025 positioned itself as
Africa’s leading platform for charting
a practical roadmap for digital trans-
formation. CEO of Caava Group and
Convener of ITFN Ayisi Makatiani un-
derscored the forum's purpose, “The dia-
logue around Al in insurance has moved
from asking ‘why’ to focusing squarely
on ‘how’” ITFN 2025 is about equipping
leaders with the tools, insights, and
partnerships to move from theory to
scaled, practical transformation.”

The forum featured keynote address-
es, interactive panel discussions, and
the Ultimate Al Innovation Challenge,
where startups pitched solutions in
underwriting, claims processing, fraud
prevention, and customer engagement.

[Nanjinia Wamuswal]

Dr Bruno Linyiru, Directly General, Agriculture
Food Agency
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ITEMS SOLD BY HAWKERS ON
OUR ROADS ARE A REFLECTION
OF OUR PURCHASING HABITS

trafficjam at Pangani on Thika
Road turns the one-kilometre
stretch into a research site in
the morning.
Theroad becomes a market
as early as 6am! These hawk-
. . ers took Winston Churchill's
advice seriously: never waste a good crisis.

The traffic jam might be a crisis for motorists,
but for hawkers, it’s an opportunity. Stuck there, I
watched the “market” with an academic eye.

Most hawkers are young, and when you engage
them, they speak very good English, not even Swa-
hili or sheng. Their level of self-confidence has left me
convinced that some are well educated. Don't check
national statistics to explain the level of unemploy-
ment. And they have good knowledge of the market.
Recently, I tried to list what they sell on a Thursday
morning. It's fascinating.

The items sold are not random. The hawkers know
motorists are unlikely to go searching for what they
sell at better prices.

It's more of single sourcing. That probably leads to
good margins. And they are in a hurry!

If yvou ask for the item prices, you guickly realise
the hawkers set the minimum price, a price floor, sort
of. What do theysell?

Think of towels. Is it because it's hot and sweaty?
The sellers have big heaps in the morning, which I
guess are cleared or replenished by the end of the day.
They price the items in low denominations, such as
Sh50 or Sh100, which would be easy to find change
if needed. One elderly man sells weapons: knobker-
ries, swords, and whips. Who buys these? They are
probably more sentimental than weapons. I used
to see calabashes and gourds. Remember our story
last week? Newspapers, as usual, are on sale. White-
boards in the age of computers, too, are on sale. More
recently, [have been seeing picnic chairs.

That was a surprise; they do not seem to “fit” into
hawking. But the market is the car owners, who are
more likely to be outdoor enthusiasts.

Paintings too, but most derived from photos, not
Picasso or Van Gogh. Who is Kenya's leading painter?

Auto parts from “life savers” to jumpers are avail-
able, as well as toys, including dolls. Foods, mostly
biscuits and crisps, are also on sale. Add caps, sweets,
ciondos (traditional woven baskets), flasks, and insur-
ance pockets.

What else have you seen being hawked? Any sur-
prises? Hawking on a superhighway is not common
elsewhere. As we modernise our economy, we hope
roads will revert to their original use, not a market.

One hopes that these mostly young men and
women will eventually scale up, and one day own su-
permarkets or their own Amazon. Do they also sell
online? Do you hawk on Thika Road, Mombasaor any
other city's road? [XN Iraki]

Ahawker on Thlka Ruad [XN Iraki, Standard]
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Retired teacher
finds new calling

Sixty-two-year-old
Francisca Mukani is
helping differently-
abled individuals

in Funyula find
purpose through
training in different
skills to make a
living.

By Rodgers Otiso
newsdesk@standardmedia.co.ke

t62, Francisca Muka-
ni, a retired teacher
from Funyula in Bu-
sia County, has cho-
sen not to rest after
decades in Kenya's
education sector.

I met her in Kisumu during last week’s
Tourism Week Celebrations, where she
was one of the exhibitors.

She has chosen a path that blends her
professional experience, compassion, and
resilience into a mission that is transform-
ing lives - empowering persons with disa-
bilities through enterprise, skills training,
and community inclusion.

“T retired in 2022 after teaching for
many years,” she begins, he voice soft and
motherly.

“But I feltthe knowledge Thad gained in
special needs education could not just end
with my retirement. I wanted to continue
giving back, That is how Banaona Disabil-
ity Self-Help Group was born.”

The group’s name, Banaona, 1s an acro-
nym representing the seven locations in
Funyula Division.

With members drawn from across these
regions, the Initiative now brings together
over 200 persons with disabilities and
their families, making it a beacon of hope
in the division.

Francisca’s professional journey began
at Togoto Teachers’ Training College,
where she majored in art, craft, and home
sclence under the 8-4-4 system.

Her specialisation was special needs
education, particularly supporting chil-
dren with intellectual and cognitive chal-
lenges. “When I joined special schools, I
realised many learners who were mentally
challenged could not perform well aca-

demically,” she recalls.

“But they had incredible potential in
practical areas like weaving, craftwork,
and hand skills. I decided tofocus on voca-
tional training, which gave them dignity,
purpose, and even a source of livelihood.”

That philosophy continues to guide her
post-retirement work. Today, Banaona Dis-
ability Self-Help Group trains its members
In weaving, basketry, woodwork, metal-
work, recycling, clothing, textile design,
and even value addition in food.

They produce peanut butter, simsim
butter, assorted nutritious snacks, soya
beverages, and modernised cultural crafts
such as Kenya- and Africa-branded bags.

“The majority of these items are made
by persons with disabilities themselves,”

“Of course, trainers and technicians
guide them, but when the products sell,
part of the proceeds goes back to the
group, while the rest supports individual
members; whether it is school shopping,
pocket money, or simply giving them dig-
Iﬂﬁlr.-"

For the retired teacher, inclusion is not
just a slogan; it 1s a deliberate practice. She
emphasises that persons with physical and
mntellectual disabilities can thrive if given
raw materials, patient guidance, and a
comfortable environment.

“When someone is physically chal-
lenged, perhaps on a wheelchair or crutch-
es, all you need to do is organise their
workspace and provide raw materials,” she
says proudly.

“Patience 1s key, because learning may
take longer. But once they master a skill,
concentrate on it, don’t mix things up. That
way, they perfect their craft and become
productive.”

The group’s activities draw both men
and women, underscoring Francisca’s phi-
losophy that “disability has no bounda-
rnes.”

No single journey is not occupied with
challenges. “Some parents still carry nega-
tive attitudes,” she says.

“They see their disabled children as use-
less. Convincing such families to support
training takes effort. Then there’s the cost
of raw materials and the fact that most of
our trainers volunteer. We need support to
sustain the programme.”

The group doesn’t have a physical place
to undertake their leaming, but sometimes
they are given aroom in one of the schools
in Busia or other times under the shade of
trees, depending on the weather,

Their second site is at the Funyula Jua
Kali grounds, which operates as both a
workshop and a showroom.

“We’ve been requesting permanent

[ Rodgers Otiso, Standard ]
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space,” Francisca makes it clear. “Two
rooms - one for production and one for dis-
play - would help us organise better.”

Banaona was officially established in
2015, butit is only in recent years, particu-
larlv after 2023, that membership has
swelled.

This growth has been aided by partner-
ships with organisations like the Associa-
tion for the Physically Disabled of Kenya
(APDK), whose outreach programmes in
Busia have drawn many persons with dis-
abilities.

Running such an initiative requires
resources, yet Banaona has largely sur-
vived on volunteerism. Francisca’s seven
other retired teachers sacrifice their time,
skills, and sometimes personal funds.
Occasionally, well-wishers donate raw
materials or finances.

“In 2023, I imtiated a tree planting pro-
gram for persons with disabilities. We
identified 85 centres across the division,
with each centre having 10 members. Each
person received 20 seedlings.

Later, One Acre Fund joined us with
6,000 seedlings. It was an in-kind donation
that gave members purpose and aligned
with climate action.”

She dreams of scaling up income-gener-
ating activities. “If we could get 30 bee-
hives per location, that would be a stable
project. We also plan to construct aDisabil-
ity Complex, a multi-room facility with
workshops, showrooms, and rental spaces
to sustain the group financially.”

Despite financial challenges, Banaona
has achieved notable milestones. They
have exhibited products at the Tourism
Week In Kisumu, attended East African
trade fairs, and even contributed to Ken-
ya’s recognition at regional exhibitions.

“In 2023, we partnered with groups
from Busia to exhibit in Burundi,” Fran-
ciscarecalls.

“Our products, combined with bamboo
crafts from another group, won Kenya first
place in East Africa. The reward was a
machine for making toothpicks from bam-
boo, which was given to Busia County. That
was a proud moment.”
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Francisca’s efforts play out against a
sobering national backdrop. According to
the 2019 Kenya Population and Housing
Census, persons with disabilities make up
2.2 per cent of the population (about
900,000 people).

Women account for 57 per cent. The
most common disabilities are mobility (42
per cent), followed by visual impairment
(36.4 per cent), cognition (23.2 per cent),
hearing (16.7 per cent), self-care (15.3 per
cent), and communication (12.1 per cent).
More than 80 per cent live in rural areas,
where opportunities are scarce.

While the Constitution of Kenya (Article
54) mandates that at least five per cent of
public sector jobs go to persons with dis-
abilities, government data shows only one
per cent of PWDs are employed in the pub-
lic sector. Nationally, their employment
rate stood at 40 per cent, compared to 73
per cent for non-disabled persons, accord-
ing to the Kenya National Bureau of Statis-
tics’ 2019 figures.

Globally, exclusion from the workforce
costs about $6 trillion (Sh774 trillion)
annually, according to World Bank and
International Labour Organisation (ILO)
data analysed by Sightsavers.

Kenyarecently passed the Persons with
Disabilities Act, 2025, aligning with inter-
national conventions and reaffirming dis-
ability rights as human rights. Yet imple-
mentation remains weak, and grassroots
efforts like Banaona are plugging gaps that
policy alone cannot fix.

At one point in the interview, Francisca
pauses, her voice breaking as she recalls
seeing persons with disabilities begging
under the scorching sun.

“I don’t like seeing them like that,” she
says, visibly emotional. “If we can equip
them with simple skills, making key hold-
ers, earrings, or even selling honey - why
should they beg? They deserve dignity.”

Her vision is to see every member finan-
cially independent, with school-age chil-
dren enrolled in nearby inclusive units
rather than distant boarding schools, and
adults working in workshops rather than
on the streets.
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Saccos to bypass employers in push

By Graham Kajilwa
gkajilwa@standardmedia.co.ke

accos are seeking ways to
bypass employers in the re-
mittance of members’ deduc-
tions, with the latest indus-
try report by the regulator
showing they are now owed
awhopping Sh34 billion.

By acquiring licences to offer front office ser-
vices (Fosa), large Saccos believe it will give
them the capacity to deduct members’ contri-
butions and loan repayments directly.

Amid this move, the government is also
pushing for smaller Saccos with depositsof less
than Sh100 million to consider merging, a
move that may aid them to offer Fosa.

The Sacco Societies Regulatory Authority
(Sasra) also notes in its latest report that the
traditional Sacco business model, where enti-
ties are symbiotic with employers, is proving
unsustainable due to non-remittances.In most
organisations, employees form Saccos with the
help of the employer as a savings platform.

The employer is then required to remit the
employees’ statutory monthly contributions to
the respective Sacco.

However, employers do not always keep
their word. In extreme cases, when the busi-
ness goes under or experiences cash flow
i1ssues, so does the Sacco.

According to the Sacco Supervision Annual
Report 2024, non-remittances of deductions
from employees’ salaries crossed the Sh3 bil-
lion mark from Sh2.59 billion in 2023,

A majority of these amounts, 74.50 per cent,
are deductions related toloans taken by mem-
bers. County governments and assemblies lead
the pack with Sh1.6 billion owed to Saccos as of
December 2024, representing 46.07 per cent of
total non-remittances.

This amount stood at 865.2 million in 2023,
then representing 33.4 per cent of the total non-
remitted amounts.

Public universities and tertiary colleges fol-
low with Sh762.3 million, private sector com-
panies (Sh433.9 million ), public sector compa-
nies (Sh265.8 million), state corporations
(Sh164.8 million), and national government
ministries (Sh129.7 million).

Corporate entities owe Saccos Sh374 mil-
lion, churches and church-based mstitutions
Shl8.3 million, public school’s employees

The Standard
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AMOUNT licensed Saccos are owed by
various organisation from unremitted
dues

PORTION of unremitted deductions
related to loans taken by members

WHAT county governments and as-
semblies owed to Saccos as of December
2024

WHAT public universities and tertiary
colleges owe Saccos

(board of management) Sh16.1 million, private
sector schools’ employees Shl4.6 million, consti-
tutional bodies Shé.8 million, private universities
Sh5.9 million, and other entities Sh25.8 million.

Since the public sector, as thelargest employer,
1s the leading culprit, there are plans by Sasra to
ensure such deductions are made at source from
the National Treasury through the Integrated
Financial Management Information System
(IFMIS), which acts as the government’s consoli-
dated payroll.

“Given that the bulk of the non-remitted funds
were owed by the government and government-
owned institutions, the authority continues tocall
for policy reforms to allow the recovery of such
sums directly from their exchequer grants at the
National Treasury,” says Sasra chairperson Jack
Ranguma in the report.

To move away from this endless loop of finan-
cial crisis, a section of non-withdrawable deposit-
taking Saccos (NWDT-Saccos) is now seeking
licences to operate as deposit-taking Saccos (DT-
Saccos). This means such Saccos will be operating
not only back office services (BOSA) but also Fosa,
which mimics a bank. This model will then allow
employees to channel their salanies directly to the
Sacco, where the deductions will be made, bypass-
ing employers.

The report notes that a majority of regulated
Saccos still use the traditional model as they are
linked to employers. They, therefore, depend on
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Wycliffe Oparanya, (5, cooperatives

the business toremit the deductions as Section 35
of the Cooperative Societies Act demands.

This Act allows an employee who is a member
of aregulated Sacco toinstruct their employer to
make periodic deductions from their pay and
remit the same to the entity. These deductions are
either savings or loans taken by the employee.

Sasra adds that the concept of deduction and
remittancesis largely associated with employee-
based or producer-based Saccos.

“Although the concept In practicehas immense
benefits associated with institutionalising the
savings culture through the direct deductions
from remunerations, and ease of debt collections
by Saccos in respect of loans and credit facilities
1ssued to them, it has had its draw backs and flaws
when theemployer-institutions makes the requi-
site deductions but fails to remit the same to the
beneficiary Sacco Society,” the report says.

According to the report, the year closed with
355 regulated Saccos - 177 DT-Saccos and 178
NWDT-5accos.

While discussing the growth in the asset base
of the sector, which stood at Sh1.08 trillion as of
December 2024, Sasra notes that the increase in
the number of Saccos is linked to the licensing of
former NWDT-Saccos to become deposit-taking
businesses. “The trend is likely to continue with
large NWDT-Saccos seeking to expand their busi-
ness lines toinclude deposit-taking business, with
the result that the NWDT-Saccos segmental mar-
ket share is projected to continue shrinking in all
spheres of financial performance,” the report
says. It adds: “The urge to expand the business
lines to deposit-taking business is also informed
by the need to address the non-remittances chal-
lenges by allowing their memberstochannel their
salaries through the FOSA rather than reliance on
the employer institutions to remit the deduc-
tions.”

The report shows the number of DT-Saccos has
moved from 176 in 2022, to 174 in 2023, t0 177 In
2024, This is while NWDT-Saccos, which stood at
183 1n 2022 and 2023, fell to 178 in 2024.

Cooperatives and Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprise (MSME) Development Cabinet Secre-
tary Wycliffe Oparanya noted during the launch
of the report that non-remittances have become
a menace despite concerted efforts to deal with it.

He said the Sh3.49 billion is owed to 85 regu-
lated Saccos, affecting 55,602 members.

“This has seriously undermined the financial
stability of the affected Saccos, resulting in their
inability to meet the obligations to members,” he
said. “It also impairs the capacity of the affected
members to access financial services and products
from their respective Saccos.”

The CS said it is the anticipation of the ministry
that the Cooperative Bill, 2024 will be fast-tracked
in order to provide a long-term solution to the
affected Saccos.

“In the meantime, I do urge Saccos, especially
the DT-Saccos, to adopt and implement the
Administrative Circular issued by SASRA in 2019,
onrecoveries of member deductions through Fosa
channels, rather than reliance on deductions by
emplover-institutions,” he said.
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World Bank launches academy
to boost youth skills for jobs

by

——

s Africa’s demographic dividend
swells with over a million young
people flooding thelabor market

ach month, the World Bank
Group has launched its Africa Skills for Jobs
Policy Academy in Nairobi

Theinitiativels aimed at bridging the con-
tinent’s crippling skills gap and transforming
youth unemployment into economic oppor-
tunity.

With the continent boasting the world’s
youngest population, over 12 million young
Africans enter the labor market annually,
competing for just three million formal sec-
tor jobs.

This mismatch leaves many disenfran-
chised, with 70 per cent of youth globally
disengaged from the workforce or
trapped in low-quality jobs,
and 23 per cent not In
education, employ-
ment, or training
(NEET).

The academy
aims to bridge the
gap between Afri-
ca’s economic
potential and its
workforce’s readi-
ness. Employers
struggle to find
skilled talent, while
young people face a
shortage of jobs matching
their aspirations.

Mamtha Murthi, World Bank
Group’s people vice president, highlighted
the lifelong nature of skills-building, often
disrupted early in Africa.

“Young people lack access to early child-
hood education, schools fail to deliver litera-
cy and numeracy, and training systems don’t
prepare them for work,” she said.

For adults, upskilling and reskilling oppor-
tunities remain limited.The skills deficit is
alarming: 86 per cent of 10-year-olds in sub-

Saharan Africa cannot read simple text,
stunting higher-order skill development.

Digital divides further exacerbate the
1ssue, with only 57 per cent of urban and 23
per cent of rural Africans using the internet,
even as Al transforms global industries.

Surveys indicate 40-60 per cent of African
firms cite skills gaps as a top constraint.The
Skills for Jobs Policy Academy will support
African policymakers in designing systems
targeting agribusiness, energy, health, manu-
facturing, and tourism.

By providing a platform for joint learning,
evidence sharing, and collaboration with
employers, it aims to adapt and scale proven
approaches.

Ndiame Diop, World Bank’s regional vice

president for Eastern and Southern Afri-
ca, emphasised the need for inte-
grated ecosystems linking
training providers with

industry.

He cited the Bank-
supported EASTRIP
programme, which

guadrupled Technical

and Vocational Edu-

cation and Training

(TVET) enrollment

and boosted graduate

employment from 47

per cent to nearly 80 per

cent within six months.

Kenya 1s aligning with this

vision, aiming to increase TVET

enrollment from 700,000 to 2 million. Tour-

ism Cabinet Secretary Rebecca Miano, speak-

ing at the Academy, underscored the impor-

tance of demand-driven training: “More

skilled labor produces more goods and ser-
vices, driving economic growth.”

The Academy offers practical tools and
peer learning tocreate more and better jobs,
positioning Africa’s youth to meet market
demands and unlock the continent’s eco-
nomic potential. [Noah Kipkemboi]
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Why memorable
experiences shape

Consumers don't just want to buy a
product; they want to feel and connect

with something.

By Grace Ngugi
newsdesk @standardmedia.coke

n the age of personali-
sation and digital im-
mediacy, delivering an
exceptional customer
experience (CX) goes be-
yondusability or conveni-
ence.

It requires a deeper understanding of
human psychology, specifically, how
people actually arrive at buying deci-
sions.

This concept is best explained by
Behavioural Economics, a theory that
blends insights from psychology and
economics, explaining the often irra-
tional, emotional, and cognitive pat-
terns that shape consumer behaviour.

Similarly, in today’'s hyper-competi-
tive market, selling a product or offer-
ing a service is no longer enough.

Consumers are no longer driven sole-
Iy by utility or convenience; they are
seeking meaning, emotion, and memo-
rable moments.

This concept is well known as the
Experience Economy, where experi-
ences are the new currency of value.

Coined by B Joseph Pine Il and James
H Gilmore in their influential 1998 arti-
cle in the Harvard Business Review, the
term “experience economy” describes
an economic evolution where business-
es no longer merely provide goods and
services; they stage engaging, memora-
ble experiences for their customers.

This shift has transformed how
brands design, deliver, and differentiate
their offerings, a shift that has seen
businesses extend their operations to
focus on customer satisfaction.

These two approaches explain the
science behind consumers’ choice, util-
ity and ultimately loyalty.
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At the heart of many purchasing deci-
sions is the behavioural principle of loss
aversion, the idea that people feel the
pain of loss more acutely than the pleas-
ure of gain.

This means customers are often
more motivated by what they might
lose than what they might gain. Often
referred to as Fear of Missing Out
(FOMO).

In CX, this plays out in how offers are
framed. Instead of highlighting poten-
tial savings, businesses may get better
results by emphasising what a custom-
er could miss out on: “Don’t miss your
20 per cent discount, which expires at
midnight!” This fear of loss creates
urgency and nudges users toward fast-
er decisions.

Secondly, the Endowment Effect
implies that people tend to place a high-
er value on things they already own or
feel connected to, a phenomenon
known as the endowment effect.

In customer experience, this can be
leveraged by offering free trials, test
drives, or customisation features that
create a sense of psychological owner-
ship. When customers are allowed to
personalise or try a product before pur-
chasing, they begin to feel it’s already
“theirs,” making them more likely to
commit. Involving customers in this
process creates a sense of ownership,
which builds value.

At the heart of the Experience Econ-
omy is personalisation. The 21st-centu-
ry consumer expects experiences to be
tailored to their individual preference.
With the help of data analytics and arti-
ficial intelligence, businesses are now
able to create hyper-personalised inter-
actions.

Consider Spotify Wrapped, an annu-

al, data-driven experience that com-
piles users’ listening habits into a per-
sonalised story.

It turns usage data into an emotional
experience that encourages sharing and
builds brand affinity. Personalisation
fosters a sense of being understood,
making consumers more likely to
return.

The experience economy thrives on
creating emotional connections.
Beyond the product’s features or price
point, consumers are influenced by how
a brand makes them feel.

Take Apple, for instance. Its sleek
retail stores are not merely transac-
tional spaces; they are immersive envi-
ronments that reflect the brand’s inno-
vation and simplicity.

Consumers walk away with more
than just a product; they leave with a
feeling. When a brand connects emo-
tionally, it transcends the functionalto
become part of a customer’s identity
and lifestyle.

As consumers move deeper into the
era of the experience economy, one
truth becomes clear: consumers don’t
just want to buy a product; they want to
feel something, connect with some-
thing, and remember something.

The businesses that will lead the
future are those that understand this
shift and design experiences that are
not only valuable but meaningful.

In a world where products can be
copied and prices matched, it’s the
experience that becomes the true dif-
ferentiator, and the most enduring
intangible brand asset of all.

- The writer is the founder, The Loop
Consulting, and an adjunct lecturer at a
local private university
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Bridging Africa’s skills gap

By Ndiame Diop and Mamta Murthi

ub-Saharan Af-
rica’s economic
promise is clear.
It has the
world’s youngest
and fastest-grow-
- ing population; by
2050, a quarter of the world’s work-
ing-age population will be living in
Africa, with vast natural resources
and expanding regional markets.

Yet these strengths are under-
mined by a persistent weakness: the
region’s skills gap.

Evervy month, around one million
young Africans enter the labour
market, but 86 per cent of jobs are
in the informal sector, and too many
lack the competencies demanded
by both traditional industries and
emerging sectors.

The result is a paradox a confi-
nent brimming with human energy
and yet constrained by a shortage of
relevant skills.

Employers can't find the workers
they need, while young people can’'t
find the jobs they want.

Africa has promising opportu-
nities for job creation. The World
Bank Group and Africa Develop-
ment Bank-supported Mission 300
aims to connect 300 million people
to electricity by 2030—an invest-
ment wave that will demand grid
engineers, protection technicians,
lines workers, and meter installers
across ufilities and contractors.

The World Bank Group’s Agri-
Connect initiative is doubling its
agri-finance and agribusiness com-

mitments to $9 billion (Sh1.161 tril-
lion ) annually by 2030, with priority
countries like Kenya.

But these projects won't translate
into jobs without the right skills
pipeline. It is also important to in-
tegrate skills development into the
informal economy.

What must be done to tackle
these challenges? Three priorities
stand out.

First, governments need to work
with the private sector. Employers
are best placed to identify skills
needs across value chains.

Programmes designed together
with employers in the industry are
more relevant, practical, and likely
to lead to employment.

This includes co-designing cur-
ricula, co-financing programs, and
offering structured apprentice-
ships—so that the training produces
workers that firms are ready to hire.

A good example of this is the East
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Africa Skills for Transformation and
Regional Integration Project, sup-
ported by the World Bank's Inter-
national Development Association
(IDA).

The project is upgrading 16 re-
gional flagship colleges, embedding
industrial partnerships into their
programs, and rolling out compe-
tency-based training to produce
technicians in agriculture, energy,
IT, manufacturing, and tourism sec-
tors. So far, the employment rate of
its graduates has increased from a
baseline of 47 per cent to 79 per cent.

Second, skills programmes must
emphasise competence, not just cre-
dentials. Too often, funding rewards
inputs—like the number of students
enrolled or courses offered—rather
than outcomes.

Results-based financing can fix
this by linking funding to real re-
sults, such as jobs and higher wages.
For example, tying part of provider
payments to verified employvment
6-12 months after graduation, earn-
ings growth, and employer satisfac-
tion creates strong incentives for
success.

Employment support services—
such as job matching, career guid-
ance, coaching, and seed capital for
the self-employed—are also key, so
that training translates into liveli-
hoods. Some countiries are already
adopting this approach.

In Ethiopia, the Education and
Skills for Employability project
funds short-term training pro-
grammes through a competitive
model where providers are paid
based on the employment outcomes

of their graduates.

The approach helps students get
the skills emplovers want, find jobs
after training, and get support with
financing and job placement, so
they are more likely to be hired.

Third, the region must harness
technology and innovation to wid-
en opportunity, enable short-term
training, and encourage lifelong
learning.

Digital platforms and Al can scale
access, tailor learning, and ease the
shift from training to work. Short,
stackable credentials allow work-
ers—including those in the infor-
mal sector—to reskill guickly, while
blended models bring training to
rural and fragile areas.

Linking classroom study with e-
apprenticeships, micro-internships,
and recognition of prior learning
can also turn informal experience
into trusted credentials.

If Africa succeeds in reimagining
its skills-for-jobs approach, the pay-
off will be significant: a workforce
prepared for both today’s opportu-
nities and tomorrow’s disruptions.

A more responsive, inclusive, and
lifelong approach to learning—that
is accessible to workers in both the
formal and informal job markets—
can transform Africa’s demographic
challenge into a demographic divi-
dend and help millions of young
people have jobs and agood future.

- Ndiame Diop is the World Bank
Vice President for Africa East and
Southern Region, while Mamta
Murthi is the World Bank Vice Presi-
dent, People Vice Presidency

ENTERPRISE /

New advisory
board to boost
Europe-Africa
capital links

Eastrise Group, a strategy and in-
sights firm, has launched an advisory
board to strengthen business ties be-
tween Europe and Africa, aiming to
unlock investment opportunities in
emerging markets.

The eight-member board, unveiled
on September 30, 2025, includes ex-
pertsin artificial intelligence, sustain-
ability, impact investment, develop-
ment finance, communications, and
policy reform.

The board features prominent fig-
ures such as Noah Black, Chief Ex-
ecutive and Co-Founder of Threshold;
Sylvia Dalecka, Founder of Polish
Business Hub Davos; Shikoh Gitau,
Chief Executive of Qhala; Matthew
Hodgkinson, Co-Founder and Port-
folio Manager at Confluence Impact
Fund; and Tom Lytton-Dickie, Found-
er and Chief Executive of Meaningful
Business.

Other members include David
McNair, Executive Director of ONE;
Michal Nowak, Chief Executive of Oka-
eri Consulting; and Anthony Wahome,
Economic Development Advisor.

Eastrise Group stated that the
board will provide clients—rang-
ing from investors to corporates and
philanthropic organisations—with
the insights, networks, and credibil-
ity needed to succeed in both regions.

Theinitiative comes as Africa’s fast-
growing markets, rich in critical min-
erals and innovation in mobile finance
and renewable energy, attract global
interest. Gosia Brzeziska, Founder
and Chief Executive of Eastrise Group,
emphasised that emerging markets
are often misjudged as risky. “In real-
ity, they are hubs of innovation and
growth. Our advisory board will help
clients navigate complex markets and
forge trusted partnerships to unlock
opportunities,” she said.

Shikoh Gitau of Qhala highlighted
Africa’s advancements in financial
services, health Al and climate-smart
agriculture.

“The challenge is visibility—ensur-
ing African-led solutions gain global
recognition and scale,” she noted.

David McNair of ONE Campaign un-
derscored Africa’s potential, citing its
rapidly growing markets and innova-
tion, while Europe offers technology,
capital, and global influence. Michal
Nowak of Okaeri Consulting added
that Central and Eastern Europe’s
experience in navigating economic
transitions could resonate with Afri-
ca’s journey, fostering mutual learning
and growth.

The board’s formation signals a
push for significant capital flows of $6
trillion (Sh774 trillion), illustrating the
scale of investment potential between
the two regions. [Graham Kajilwa]
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Future of
Kenya's higher
education at a

However, Education CS says government
is strategically addressing emerging fault
lines within the sector

By Mike Kihaki, Nairobi
mkihaki@standardmediaco.ke

“énya’s higher educa-
tion sector is standing
at a crossroads, grap-
pling with strikes, low
enrolment, regional
disparities, and gues-
tions over the role of

Technical and Vocational Education and
Training (Tvet) institutions. A recent
tour of Kilifi County by senior officials
from the Ministry of Education Cabinet
Secretary Julius Ogamba, Principal Sec-
retary for Basic Education Professor Ju-
lius Bitok, Principal Secretary for High-
er Education Dr. Beatrice Inyangala, and
Principal Secretary for Tvet Dr. Esther
Muoria exposed the depth of the crisis
and the urgent reforms underway.

The statistics in Kilifi alone paint a
stark picture with the countyrecording
only10 percent of the more than 20,000
candidates attained a C+ or higher in the
2024 KCSE results, qualifying them for
university. A similar 10 percent scored

an E, while a staggering 72 percent of
candidates recorded D+and below. This
means that the majority of students are
effectively locked out of university edu-
cation.

“This is something to think about,”
admitted Dr. Muoria. “Over 80 percent of
the learners in Kilifi County would be
my students in TVET, since they cannot
go to university. Yet our four TVET insti-
tutions here—Kilifi North, Weru, Gon-
doma, and Magarini—have very low
enrollment, just about 3,098 students.
Clearly, there is a mismaitch.”

Kenya has been pushing a100 percent
transition policy, ensuring that every
learner leaving secondary school pro-
gresses to the next stage. For those who
cannot qualify for university, TVET is
supposed to provide an alternative path-
way. However, the stigma attached to
vocational training and the limited
capacity of institutions continue to frus-
trate the effort.

Dr. Muoriadefended the government’s
strategy. “We are modularising our cur-
riculaso that young people can graduate

every three months with certificates
that allow them to progress. We are also
using push and pull factors—through
public awareness, guidance and counsel-
ling, and government support—to
attract them into TVETs. The space is
there, the trainers are there, and the pro-
grams are relevant. We now need soci-
ety to embrace TVET as a valid choice.”

Still, the figures speak volumes. With
over 70 percent of students scoring D+
and below, Kilifi alone should be filling
its TVET institutions several times over.
Instead, most facilities remain under-
enrolled, raising questions about aware-
ness, parental attitudes, and the link
between training and actual job oppor-
tunities.

While TVETs struggle to fill class-
rooms, universities are facing a different
crisis—lecturers’ strikes and mounting
debts. At Pwani University, officials
found students idling around campus
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because lecturers had downed their
tools over salary arrears.

Explaining the impasse Dr. Inyangala,
the PS for Higher Education said “the
lecturers had an issue with arrears from
the 2022-2025 Collective Bargaining
Agreement, which we were paying in
instalments. We have since cleared 2.73
billion shillings. Now the dispute is
about a legacy debt from the 2017-2021
CBA, which is under a lawful concilia-
tion process at the Ministry of Labour.
Learning is continuing in about 70 per-
cent of universities, and we are appeal-
ing to lecturers to go back to class while
discussions continue.”

The strikes underscore a bigger con-
cern: the sustainability of university
financing. With declining enrolment
due to poor KCSE performance and con-
strained government resources, univer-
sities are struggling to maintain opera-
tions.

CS Ogamba said the ministry had
worked on possible solutions to resolve
the issues.

“We have resolved quite a number of
issues, but one of the biggest reforms is
toensure that CBAs are negotiated at the
beginning of a cycle, not at the end. This
allows proper planning. Rationalisation
of resources is our key focus—to ensure
that funds received by the ministry are
used efficiently to reach the highest
number of learners,” said Ogamba.

A long-standing debate in Kenya’'s
education sector has been whether
TVET programs belong in universities.
Some argued that universities should
stick to degree programs, leaving voca-
tional training to technical institutes.
But CS Ogamba dismissed these claims
saying the move will weaken the educa-
tion system.

“There is no government policy to
remove TVET from universities. Many
universities already run TVET depart-
ments that complement their programs.
We are modularising so that students in
university-based TVETs can graduate
with certificates or diplomas in specific
fields. This strengthens the system,”

explained the CS.

Sentiment shared by Dr. Inyangala.
“Universities have the best brains, and
globally, certificates and diplomas are
part of university education. They also
have excess capacity, which can be
directed towards lifelong learning and
skills development. We must not waste
these resources.”

Recognising the glaring inequalities,
particularly in regions like Kilifi, the
Ministryis stepping up mentorship and
remedial programs. Dr. Inyangala
explained:

“We want to give equal chances for
students from all regions. That's why we
are rolling out mentorship programs,
remedial teaching, and working with
civil society to empower parents. The
idea is to improve performance so that
more students can qualify for higher
education.”

The ministry is also keen on linking
education outcomes to national develop-
ment goals. By bridging gaps in access
and performance, officials believe they
can transform not just individuals but
entire communities.

Kenya’s higher education sector today
faces three interlinked challenges: poor
KCSE performance that denies thou-
sands access to university, underutilised
TVET institutions that should absorb
these learners, and financially strained
universities rocked by strikes.

The government’s reforms rationalis-
ing resources, modularising curricula,
pushing 100 percent transition, and
strengthening mentorship—are bold but
will take time to bear fruit. In the mean-
time, learners in counties like Kilifi
remain disadvantaged, caught between
poor exam performance and limited
options for skills training.

As Kenya grapples with the future of
its universities and TVET institutions,
one truthis clear: reform is not optional.
The stakes are high, and the next decade
will determine whether the countrycan
build an education system that is equi-
table, sustainable, and responsive tothe
needs of its young population.

Creating link between universities and industry

From left: Kenyatta University Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Paul Wainaina, Deputy
Principal Kenya School of Tvet (Planning, Administration and Finance) Thom-
as Kitonyi, and KU's Ag. Registrar (Corporate Affairs) Mildred Nawiri during
the Leadership for Education for Sustainable Development (LEAD-ESD) Kenya
National Policy Dialogue and Workshop where the VC was the chief guest.
The programme focused on strengthening Education for Sustainable Devel-
opment among policymakers, institutional heads, teacher educators, and
Tvet educators from the Eastern Africa region.

By Dr. Tonny K. Omwansa
Over many years, nations have strived
to create a link between industry and
academic institutions with the goal of com-
mercialising research-based ventures. This is
an extremely important undertaking that
can greatly power any country’s economy.

Consequently, in every society that seeks
progress, higher education plays a central
role. It is not only a place for academic train-
ing, but also a space where ideas, skills, and
entrepreneurial energy that drives anation’s
development are cultivated.

High education is vital for a nation’s eco-
nomic development because it boosts the
skilled workforce, fosters innovation and
technological advancement, increases pro-
ductivity, and promotes entrepreneurship, all
of which drive economic growth and improve
a nation's overall competitiveness and soci-
etal well-being.

Globalisation and international trade
require countries and their economies to
compete with one another. Economically suc-
cessful countries will hold competitive and
comparative advantages over other econo-

mies, though asingle country rarely special-
izes in a particular industry.

A typical developed economy will include
various industries with different competitive
advantages and disadvantages in the global
marketplace. The education and training of a
country’s workforce is a major factor in
determining how well the country’s economy
will perform.

Commercialising research benefits a
nation’s economy by transforming scientific
discoveries into valuable products and ser-
vices through mechanisms like technology
transfer, intellectual property protection,
private investment, and tax incentives. This
process stimulatesinnovation, creates skilled
jobs, attracts funding, boosts exports, and
fosters a knowledge-based economy, ulti-
mately contributing to overall societal pros-
perity and economic growth.

It is with this in mind that the Kenya
National Innovation Agency (KeNIA) con-
vened over 300 delegates in Mombasa early
this month, half of whom were Vice Chancel-
lors, Deputy Vice Chancellors and Senior
staff in universities, for what is an annual

Commercialization and Entrepreneurial
Institutions Leaders (CEIL) Summit. Some 11
Universities that are activating student inno-
vation clubs were recognized. Multiple reso-
lutions came out of the event, including a
vision of setting up a $100 million innovation
fund to support commercialisation of
research-based ventures.

In Kenya, commercialization of research-
based ventures is areality that is taking root
in new and powerful ways, thanks to the
Entrepreneurial Institutions Maturity
Framework (EIMF) that KeNIA in partner-
ship with the British Council and the Foreign,
Commonwealth and Development Office has
been championing over the last three years.
Instructively, the EIMF is a structured
approach to help universities measure,
strengthen, and showcase their entrepre-
neurial capacity. It goes beyond traditional
measures of academic excellence, to assess
how well institutions foster innovation,
engage industry, commercialize research,
and support students and staff to create and
measure new value in society.

DrTonny K.Omwansais the CEO KeNIA.



