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Justice Pressure groups are gathering signatures to push Ugandan authorities to free their colleagues

Pained plea of a desperate father

Activist Bob Njagi's
father hopeful that
his son and his col-
league, abducted in
Kampala weeks ago,
will be set free

BY STEVEOTIENO

he old man paused, his

hand clutching the arm of

his chair on the veranda of

his home in Kitengela, Kajia-
do County. He seemed to be an-
choring himself against a storm
that only he could feel.

Frank Njagi, 84, the father of ac-
tivist Bob Njagi, has been a trou-
bled man since his son and his
colleague,Nicholas Oyoo, were
abducted in Uganda on October
1. His eyes, red-rimmed from lack
of sleep and a frantic search, re-
veal the extent of his distress, and
every sound outside the gate on-
ly adds to his anxaety He stares at
the fence surrounding his com-
pound, his shoulders sagging un-
der the weight of uncertainty.

Over three weeks have passed
since Njagi, his son, and Mr
Oyoo vanished in Kampala.
The two families say they have
not received any official com-
munication from the Ugandan
or Kenyan government regard-
ing the fate of the two. What start-
ed as a disappearance 15 quickly
escalating into a diplomatic and
human rights problem.

Records show that Njagi and
Ovyoo were scheduled to appear

Frank Njagi, father of missing human rights activist Bob Njagi, during an interview at his home in
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Kitengela, Kajiado County, on Wednesday. WILFRED NYANGARESI | MATION

before the High Court of Ugan-
da on October 21 in response to
a habeas corpus application. This
type of writ i1s intended to com-
pel authorities to either release
the men or present them before
a jJudge. However, the pair never
appeared in court. Instead, Colo-
nel Silas Kamanda of the Uganda
People’s Defence Forces (UPDF)
filed a startling response saying
the army was not holding them.
In his written response, Col Ka-
manda stated that the missing
men were not i military custody:

“We, therefore, confirm that
Nicholas Oyoo and Bob Njagi are

not in the custody of the UPDF,
and we do not know their where-

question 1s a fresh wound. Each
day without news about his son

abouts," he saidzadding thatthe _yis a attle against despair But he
UPDF had exé@minediréconds and' " dings tohope.asat 1s the only al-

detention facilities and found
nothing indicating their arrest or
booking in custody registers.
This statement only com-
pounded the already dire situa-
tion for families grappling with
anguish. It meant the only insti-
tution they had been told might
be holding their sons was now
denying any knowledge of them,
For Njagr's father, the fight 15
now about survival in the most
literal sense. Every unanswered

ternative a parent can bear.

As activists gather signatures,
lawyers file motions, and diplo-
mats weigh their options quietly
or otherwise, the families of the
pair maintain hope.

*No, I do not think Njagi and
Oloo are dead. I am convinced
they are being held somewhere. I
appeal to those holding them to
free them,”said Njagi's father.

After Ugandan authorities
failed to present the duo before
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NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2025

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the 22™ Annual General Meeting
[AGM) of the Kenya Pipeline Company Retirement Benefits Scheme
[DB] will be held in Nairobi at KENPIPE PLAZA [Canteen) on Friday
21** November 2025 from 11.00 am.

All active, deferred members and pensioners are requested to attend the

To read the notice convening the AGM
2. ToconsiderandadoptSchemeFinancial Statementsfortheyear
ended 30™ June 2025 together with Chairman's and Auditor's

3. Toreceive reports on the Scheme’s InvestmentChanges.
+ Report from the Fund Managers
- Report from the Financial Advisor

To receive questions from members
To transact any other business of the AGM for which a notice of at
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NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2025

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the 19" Annual General Meeting
[AGM) of the Kenya Pipeline Company Retirement Benefits Scheme
2006 [DC] will be held in Nairobi at KENPIPE PLAZA [Canteen] on
Friday 21 November 2025 from 9.00 am.

Allactivemembers arerequestedtoattendthe AGM.

1. Toread the notice convening the AGM
2. Toconsider and adopt Scheme Financial Statementsfortheyearended
30™ June 2025 together with Chairman's and Auditor's report.

3. Toreceive reports on the Scheme's Investment Changes.
- Report from the Fund Managers
- Report from the Financial Advisor

4, To receive questions from members
2. To transact any other business of the AGM for which a notice of at
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WHO HAS THEM?

Court dismisses
petition on two
missing Kenyans

The High Court in Uganda
has dismissed an applica-
tion seeking the production
of two missing Kenyans
after authorities insisted
that they were not holding
them. The court dismissed
the habeas corpus applica-
tion, that sought to forces
Uganda authorities to pro-
duce Nicholas Oyoo and
Bob Njagi, and advised the
applicants to file a missing
person's report with the
Uganda police force. The
court was informed that
the two were arrested by
military operatives on Oc-
tober1, while attending a
campaign rally of presiden-
tial candidate Robert Kya-
gulanyi, popularly known
as Bobi Wine, in Kaliro Dis-
trict, Eastern Uganda. Mr
Kyagulanyi condemned the
abductions as Kenya's Inte-
rior CS Kipchumba Murko-
men assured that the Fo-
reign Affairs officials were
working to have Oyoo and
Mjagi released.

- By Sam Kiplagat

court, Amnesty International
Kenya, Law Society of Kenya and
Vocal Africa launched a petition
demanding action from Uganda.

The petition reads: *“Today, Am-
nesty International Kenya, Law
Society of Kenya (LSK), and Vo-
cal Africa are calling on all con-
cerned people across the world
to sign on to this virtual letter to
Uszanda President Yoweri Musev-
enl, demanding immediate and
unconditional release of Kenvan
human rights defenders Bob Nja-
g1 and Nick Oyoo.™

The online campaign has
gained traction among activ-
1sts in Kenya and beyond, many
of whom say the case resembles
past incidents when individu-
als were abducted in one East
African country and unlawfully
transferred to another.

Cross border renditions in East
Africa are not new.

Last year, prominent Ugandan
opposition figure Dr Kizza Besi-
gye was abducted in Nairobi un-
der unclear circumstances before
resurfacing at a military base in
Uganda. No explanation was ever
provided on who took him, how
he moved across the border and
under what legal authority.

In July last year, at least 36 Ugan-
dan opposition activists were al-
s0 arrested 1n Kisumu and taken
into custody in Uganda. Human
rights monitors criticised these
as violations of international law
and regional treaties on extradi-
tion and due process.

For critics, the disappearance

of Njagi and Oyoo now fits into a
troubling pattern, one where po-
litical critics and activists are for-
cibly moved across borders to
evade legal scrutiny.

In Kenya, civil society groups
have expressed concern about
the government’s quiet response
to the abduction of its own citi-
zens, The Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs has not issued any state-
ment acknowledging the matter.
It has not confirmed if any for-
mal diplomatic inguiries have
been made to Uganda.

Mr Njagi was known within ac-
tivism networks for document-
Ing cases of police abuse and en-
forced disappearances in Kenya's
informal settlements. Mr Oyoo,a
close friend, often accompanied
him during travels.

In the absence of answers
from officials, details that have
emerged are alarming, Witness
accounts shared with families
suggest that Njagi and Oyoo were
abducted by unidentified men
in Kampala and their phones
switched off. When lawyers
sought information through
Uganda’s legal system, there was
no breakthrough.

Activists and lawyers working
with human rights organisations
say the situation 1s especially
worrying because if neither the
police nor the military in Ugan-
da acknowledge having the two
in their custodies, then the men
could be held by informal units
or paramilitary actors who oper-
ate without oversight. They warn
that, historically, such disappear-
ances are meant to silence, and
often end in tragedy

*The affidavit submutted by the
Uganda People’s Defence Forces
to a Ugandan court in response to
a habeas corpus application con-
cerning Bob Njagi and Nicholas
Oyoo remains deeply unconvine-
ing and fails to satisfy their fami-
lies and our demand for their jus-
tice,” the statement by Amnesty
International Kenya, LSK and Vo-
cal Africa read in part.

At Njagi's home, family mem-
bers have kept their phones
charged and bags packed, cling-
ing to hope of movement in the
case. Two weeks ago, supporters
of Njagi and Oloo staged protests
outside the Ugandan Embassy
in Nairobi. Despite the growing
public attention, security officials
from both nations remain mum.

International law defines en-
forced disappearance as a crime
when individuals are seized by
state agents or with state com-
phcity, followed by a refusal to
acknowledge custody or reveal
their fate. In the region, advoca-
cy groups point to a rising nums-
ber of such cases that have been
linked to political control and na-
tional security narratives.

Uganda has, for years, faced crit-
Icism over security operations
targeting critics of the govern-
ment. Kenvya, too, has been ques-
tioned over renditions carried
out under counter terrorism op-
erations, But for the first time in
years, the fate of young Kenyans
appears to lie entirely in the
shadows of a neighbouring coun-
try’s security apparatus.
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Crime Lead investigator said the case began after the body was found in a wardrobe at Marina

How household items exposed
killer in Mtwapa murder case

High Court convicts suspect of killing businesswoman after linking him to items he pawned for cash

EY BRIAN OCHARO

mosquito net, toaster, Lumi-

narc plates, bed covers, fruit

mixer, blow dryer and iron

box - ordinary household
items — became the crucial evi-
dence that nailed a murder sus-
pect accused of killing a woman
in Mtwapa and stuffing her body
mside a wardrobe.

These items led the High Court
to find Robert Waliaula Kin-
isu guilty of the brutal mur-
der of Mtwapa businesswom-
an Jackeline Ngina Kitheka, turn-
ing what was once a lively home
into a scene of horror, Ngina, a
hard-working entrepreneur, was
killed as she prepared to marry
her British fiancé, Harry Harring-
ton.

Though there was no eyewit-
ness, the High Court in Momba-
sa relied on a cham of events, wit-
ness testimony, and exhibits re-
covered from a shylock where
Waliaula had deposited the items
as security for a soft loan.

“The items recovered belonged
to Jackeline, and that is what
linked Waliaula to the murder,”
the court ruled, adding that the
circumstantial evidence present-
ed was strong and unbroken.

The first prosecution witness,
Scholastica Maghoha, told the
court that Waliaula had been her
boyiriend since March 2020, She
invited him to live with her in her
Mtwapa house, where they cohab-
ited until November that year be-
fore moving to Mombasa,

One day, she said, police called
asking about him. She helped
identify several items he had
brought home - items she later
learned belonged to Jackline.

*One of the things he brought
home was an iron box,” she said,
adding that it disappeared just
days later. She also identified
white mosquito nets, Luminarc
plates, a brown bag, a mattress
cover, and a black cable among
the items that appeared 1n their
home.

On May 2, 2021, she recalled, he
left unusually early - around 3am
— and returned two hours lat-
er with a TV, a fan, and some ex-
tension cables.“When police lat-
er called me torecord a statement,
he hurriedly removed the TV and
fan,saying he had noreceipts,”she
testified.

Her testimony became a vital
thread linking the accused to the
murdered woman's property.

Ngina’s cousin, Mary Nduku,
told the court she was among the
first to enter Jackeline’s house af-
ter her disappearance. The house
was in disarray; missing were a TV,
laptop, shoes, mosquito net, Lu-
minarc plates, a gas cooker, and a

Robert Waliaula Kinisu, who was found guilty of

FILE | NATION

AT A GLANCE

Facts ofthe casein
murder of woman

Victim: Jackeline Ngina
Kitheka, Mtwapa bu-
sinesswoman

Accused: Robert Waliau-
la Kinisu

Verdict: Found guilty of
murder by the High Court
in Mombasa

Key evidence: Mosqui-
to net, toaster, Lumi-
narc plates, iron box, fruit
mixer

Date of murder: May
2021

Motive: Robbery
Previous case: Acquitted
in 2019 for killing model
Janet Adhiambo Asuna

travelling bag.

She identified several of the
items in court, saying she had last
seen them during a visit before
Ngina's death. “The white mos-
quito net and the Luminarc plates
were hers,"she said.

Negina's friend, Catherine Wasike,
recounted how on May 6,2021,she
was called by her sister in Swit-
zerland, who had been informed
that Ngina had not been seen for
two days and that a foul smell was
coming from her house,

“When we arrived, the landlord
and police were there. The door
was locked from inside, The sit-
ting room was missing the TV,
iron box, blender, and toaster”she
said.

When officers forced open the
second bedroom, they found Ngi-
na’s decomposing body stuffed in-
side a wardrobe, her head on the

floor and legs pointing upward,

The chain of evidence widened
when a Mtwapa shylock, Hamisi
Mohamed Kamau, took the stand.
He testified that on May 4, 2021,
around 8pm, a man came to his
shop seeking a loan, claiming his
child was sick.

“He had a blender, toaster, and
juice mixer. [ sent Shi, 550 to his
phone,” Kamau said, under the
guidance of prosecution coun-
sel Ngirl Wangul Five days later,
the same man returned with an
iron box and received another
Sh2,050.

Two weeks later, police traced
the items to his shop, saying they
were linked to a murder. He con-
firmed in court that the person
who brought them was Waliaula.

M-Pesa records showed the send-
er’s name as “Brown Kipande,”a
number that matched Jackeline’s
last phone contact.

Ruth Wairuri, a receptionist at
Maver Lodge, told the court that
on May 23,2021, a man identify-
ing himself as Waliaula booked
a room and left a brown travel-
ling bag. Police arrived later that
day, retrieved the bag, and said it
belonged to a murdered woman.
She identified both the bag and
the accused in court.

Government Chemist Officer
David Ngumbao said tests on Ngi-
na’s organs found no toxic sub-
stances, while pathologist Dr
Irene Muramba testified that the
cause of death could not be ana-
tomically determined due to de-
composition.

Lead investigator Dennis lseme-
ki said the case began after the
body was found in a wardrobe
at Marina, Mtwapa. Analysis of
phone data showed Jackline's last
contact was with a number linked
to the suspect - the same one that

murdering Jackeling Ngina Kitheka in Mtwapa.

had communicated with Kamau,
the shylock.

“From the shop, we recovered
a blender, toaster, iron box, fruit
mixer, blow dryer, and laptop.”
he said. Detectives later tracked
Waliaula to Garden Park Hotel,
opposite the Mtwapa DCI offices,
where he was arrested.

A search of his house, shared
with Maghoha, recovered sever-
al items belonging to Jackeline,
including a mosquito net, bag,
clothes, and utensils.

In his defence, Waliaula denied
the charges, saying he was an
electrician and plumber wrong-
Iy accused. He said police arrested
him while he was drinking Guin-
ness and assaulted him. He de-
nied knowing the shylock or us-
g the name Brown Kipande.

But the court found the circum-
stantial evidence overwhelming.

“The accused was In possession
of items belonging to Jackeline,
some of which he pawned for

money. He gave no plausible ex-
planation as to how he came in-
to possession of them,” the court
sand.

The court noted his conduct —
sneaking out at night, disposing
of property, and evading ques-
tions — showed intent to conceal
the crime.

“These were not acts of acaident
or provocation, They were calcu-
lated and cruel*the court noted.

The court found him guilty of
murder, closing a case in which
simple household iterns — a mos-
quito net, toaster, plates, and an
iron box — told the story of a life
violently taken and a killer un-
masked.

Mr Harrington welcomed the
verdict but said the loss shattered
him.“T am personally sad, as this
tragic incident should never have
occurred. Ngina had so much to
live for, We had plans and hoped
our lives were moving forward on
a positive note. That future has
been robbed from both of us.Iam
devastated by the loss and com-
pletely changed,” he told the Na-
tion after the October 22 verdict.

In 2016, Waliaula made head-
lines for violently robbing and
killing Mombasa-based model Ja-
net Adhiambo Asuna at her Kizin-
go residence.

He was tried, found guilty, and
sentenced to death by a magis-
trate’s court but was acquitted by
the High Court in 2019 on appeal
after serving one year in prison.

bocharo@ke.nationmedia.com

17TH - 2157
NOVEMBER 2025

Sarova Whitesands Beach
Resort & Spa, Pride Inn Paradise
Hotel, Mombasa and Virtual

CHARGES:

Associate Members
Full Members
Mon-Members
Virtual attendance

yAY

CPD | BOOKNOW
PONTS

Call: 0719 074 000
Email: marketing@icpak.com

KShs. 64,000 per delegate
KShs. 69,000 per Delegate
KShs, 74,000 per Delegate
KShs. 25,000 per Delegate

ﬂ ICPAK @@lcmh:_usm'n @@H:qu Q @ICPAK_KENYA




4 DAILY NATION FRIDAY, OCTOEER 24, 2025

National News

Delicate balance Insiders say that Mr Moi is interested in the Roads and Transport Cabinet portfolio, currently
G,

Reshuffle ¢
set to hand |
Gideon Mol
Cabinet slot i

Pact will finally see Kanu's return to the heart of
power after years in the political wilderness

BY DAVID MWERE AND
JUSTUS OCHIENG

resident William Ruto is expected

to reorganise his cabinet any time

to accommodate Kanu chairman

Gideon Mo, the latest addition to
the broad-based government.

According to sources close to the Pres-
ident, the changes have become even
more urgent following the death of ODM
leader Raila Odinga, the man Dr Ruto
turned to last year when Gen Z protests
threatened his hold on power.

Odinga’s death has left a glaring polit-
ical vacuum and disrupted the delicate
balance that defined Kenya's new broad-
based government, Now that Odinga is
gone, President Ruto faces the task of re-
calibrating his unity project to ensure
stability ahead of 2027.

Kanu Secretary-General George Wain-

aina confirmed the ongoing cooperation
between the two leaders, describing it as
a unity-based partnership rather than
one based on patronage. He said that
party experts are working on the finer
details of the new cooperation, which
will see a number of Moi's allies secure
plum positions.

“Our technical teams are still working «

out the details, but the agreement was
never about being compensated — it's
about national umty;”said Mr Wainaina.

The pact that Dr Ruto and Mr Moi are
expected to sign will see Kanu's return to
the heart of power after years in the po-
litical wilderness. Cabinet positions and
other roles are in return for Mr Moi aban-
doning his senatorial ambitions in the
Novemnber 27 by-election in Baringo. The
president and the Kanu leader, who were
arch rivals, had a surprise meeting at
State House on October 9 and the Head

The deal also includes the ap-
pointment of some of Mr Moi's
loyalists as Principal Secreta-
ries, ambassadors and heads
of state parastatals.

of State visited the Kabarak home of the
late President Moi, Gideon's father, the
following day to firm up the rapproche-
ment that saw the Kanu chairman step
down from the race for the Baringo Sen-
Aate seat in favour of the ruling party’s

1E TLET j - ﬁ‘ ﬁ candidate.
abandoning his senatorial am-
bitions in the November 27
by-election in Baringo.

The Nation established that the pact
was sealed after a series of meetings be-
tween President Ruto and Mr Mol — two
of which were held in Kenya and one in
Dubai last month.,

“The coming together of President Ru-
to and Gideon Moi was organised by Rai-
la Odinga. It is unfortunate he did not
live to see it actualised.” said a source fa-
miliar with the talks.

Other insiders revealed that Mr Mot is
interested in the Roads and Transport
Cabinet portfolio, which is currently

held by Mr Davis Chirchir. This could re-
sult in Mr Chirchir, who is a close ally of
the president,being reassigned.

Commenting on the matter, Head of
the Presidential Communication Ser-
vice, Munyori Buku, said: “Appointment
to the Cabinet 15 the discretion of the
President, the appointing authority”

Further information from sources
close to the discussions revealed that
the deal also includes the appointment
of some of Mr Moi's loyalists as princi-
pal secretaries, ambassadors and heads
of state parastatals. Mr Moi has reported-
Iy provided names to the president for
background checks.

Ms Gladwell Tungo, the former Barin-
g0 Woman Representative and one of
Mr Moi's fiercest supporters during the
2022 elections, is said to be in line for a

FAIRTRADE
NFRICA

PREQUALIFICATION OF SUPPLIERS FOR THE PERIOD
FY 2026 - 2028

Establishad in 2005, Fairtrade Africa [FT&) is the independent non-prodit umbrella arganization
representing all Fairtrade cerfified producess in afreca. FTA i owned by ts members, who are
African producer organizations certified against International Fairtrade standards producing
traditional export commodities such as Mowers, colfoe, coooa, ted, cotton, bananas, mango
and non-traditonal commodities including shea butter and roollses tea. Currently, the
arganization represents ower 1.4 millicn smaltholder farmers and workers across 33 countrias
iry Africa,

Fairtrade Africa is updating its supplicr database and is therefore inviting interested and oligible
suppliers within Kenya to submit their applications for the prequalification of suppliess for
various goods, services and consultancy services for the period of pregualification 2026-2028,

To manage this process, the organization has appointed Bold Insight Tech Solutions Lid,
the providers of SRM eProcurement platform, as the consultamts for this prequalificaton
aexercize. The pre-gualification process will therefore be conducted electronically on SRM
eProcurement portal wsw stmbub com, The categorias for the supply of varous goods and
services are listed on bitps:fohorterl sty mO 0

SRM

E - FADCUREMEN

Access to submit the application shall b agtomatically granted upon payment of a non-
refundable tender fee of KES 1, 300,00 per tender category as defined in the applicatson portal,
This fee should be paid using Mpesa Paybill No. 4659518, Account No., "Auto generated at
thie payment stage in the systam®”.

FTA reserves tha right to accept or reject any bid in whole, or in part, without giving reasons.
Clasing date and time: November 14, 2025, at 1700 howrs, East Africa Time (EAT),

For enguwirles, plegse reach out to SANM ot odmin@srmhub,com, +254701166974,
+254F 33312000

Suppier guolificotion system powered by SHAM E-Procurement

0,

KenGen

Energy for the nation.

NOTICE TO SHAREHOLDERS AND STAKEHOLDERS

CLARIFICATION ON PUBLICATION OF AUDITED FINANCIAL RESULTS FOR
THE FINANCIAL YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 2025

It has come to our attention that a draft of the financial results has
been circulated through various online platforms, Stakeholders are
therefore advised to exercise caution and to rely only on information
published through the Company's official communication channels.

In accordance with statutory requirements, the audited financial
statements can only be published upon completion of the review
and approval. This process is currently ongoing, and the Company
is engaging closely with stakeholders to expedite and publish by the

statutory deadline.

KenGen remains committed to upholding the highest standards of
transparency, corporate governance, and regulatory compliance. The
Company will publish the audited financial results immediately after
completion of the process.

We appreciate the continued support and understanding of our
shareholders and stakeholders.

By Order of the Board

FCS AUSTIN OUKD

COMPANY SECRETARY & GENERAL MANAGER -~ LEGAL AFFAIRS

23rd October 2025

e :dﬁu
AFYA CO-OPERATIVE SAVINGS AND CREDIT SOCIETY LIMITED
P.O. BOX T1607- 00400, NAIRDEBI

INVITATION TO OPEN TENDER

Afya Sacco Society Limited invites sealed tenders from eligible and competent firms for the
fedlowing:

Tender Ho. = Tender Description

Tender Category | Closing Date &

Time
AFYAY | Supply, Installation, EnnfiEuratiun Opan Tender- Friday 14%
RFOO06,2025  and Commissioning of an E-Board Senjices Moeernber 2025
Management Solution at12:040
noon EAT
AFYA/s Request for Proposal for the Dpen Tendes - Friday 147
RFQ/007/2025 | implernentation of Software Project | ICT Sarvices Movernber 2025
Management and Quality Assurance at 12.00
Services noon EAT

Tha detailed tender docement may be obtained from the Procurement Office, Afya Sacco
Head Office, located at Afva Centre, 3 Floor, Torn Mboya Street, Nairobi, upon payment of a
non- refundablie fee of Kshs. 1,000.00 [Dne Thousand Shillings only]in cash or banker's cheque
payable to Afya Sacco Society Limited. during normal working hours [Monday to Friday, 5,00
a.m—5.00 pm, ).

Completed tender documents are to be enclosed in plain sealed envelopes chearly marked:
“Tender No. AND Tender Name ™ and addressed to

The Chief Executive Dfficer
Afya Sacco Soclety Limited
PO, Box 11607 — 00400, Malrobl

and deposited in the Tender Box lacated at the Afya Centre Tth floor Offiea 20 82 to be recelved
an or bafore Friday, 16th November 2025 at 12:00 noon EAT.

Tenders will ba openad immediately thereafter in the presence of bidders or their representatives
wiha choose to attend &t the Afya Sacco Boardroom.

Late tendars will be rejected and returned unopenad.

Afya Sacco Soceety Limited reserves the right to accept or reject any tender, 2ither inwhole ar
in part, and ks not bound to aocoept the lowest orany tender,
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held by Mr Davis Chirchir. This could result in Mr Chirchir, a close ally of the president, being reassigned
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President William Ruto and Kanu
Party Leader, Gideon Moi, during
a meeting with Baringo residents
at Kabarak, in Nakuru County on
October 10, 2025. PHOTO | FILE

senior government role. She was present
at the State House meeting between Mr
Muoi and President Ruto prior to Mr Moi's
withdrawal from the Senate race.

Mr Ibrahim Sheikh. Kanu's First Vice
Chairman, is also tipped for appoint-
ment. A seasoned politician from North
Eastern, Mr Sheikh is respected among
the Ajuran community and reportedly,
he alone accompanied Mr Moi to the cru-
cial meeting in Abu Dhabi.

Other names being mentioned as pos-
sible beneficiaries include Mr Abdirah-
man Bafadhil, a founding member of
the YK'92, and former Minister Samuel
Poghisio who served as Senate Minority
Leader in the last Parliament.

Others expected to be considered in-
clude Eddie Kivuvani, Kanu's Nation-
al Treasurer, and Ali Khan, the par-
ty’s Director of Elections and Mr Mort's
long-standing aide. Although they are
not openly expressing much interest in
the upcoming appomntments, Mr Wain-
aina said: *"Those appointments may
come, and our members can benefit in
one way or another.”

However, Mr Wainaina sought to down-
play the deal, saying that Kanu's prior-
ity was to contribute to national devel-
opment rather than chase government
positions. “There are more important
things we would like addressed as a na-
tion,” he added, arguing the appoint-
ments were not the only reason they
joined the broad-based government.

Mr Moi's entry into the cabinet coul

also come with an even more pow r-‘*"ﬁ'.l- 5. dwied to/Git

ful role: Deputy Prime Cabinet Secre-
tary (DPCS), which would make him the

“Our technical teams are still
working out the details, but
the agreement was never about
heing compensated — it’s
about national unity,”

KANU Secretary General George Wainaina

J))

fourth most senior government official
after President Ruto, Deputy President
Kithure Kindiki and Prime Cabinet Sec-
retary Musalia Mudavadi.

Mr Wainamna also announced that
Kanu will host the Democratic Union of
Africa Conference next week, providing
a platform to demonstrate the party's
commitment to democratic principles
and regional cooperation.

Mr Ibrahim did not deny reports that
some of the party’s members could join
the government.

“I have been out of the country but I'm
now back. I will be meeting the chair-
man, and as a party, we will give an accu-
rate report. Otherwise, it is true T have al-
50 heard of such reports,” Mr Sheikh told
Nation.

Part of the deal, Nation gathered is the

settlemento

energy sector, mcludmg fm" works done
for the Geothermal Development Com-

pany (GDC).

“Mr Moi was frustrated that despite
completing works for which he was con-
tracted, GDC delayed payments. When-
ever he invoiced for settlement. docu-
ments would misleadingly show he had
already been paid — prompting KRA to

demand taxes.It became a vicious cycle,”

his ally told Nation,

The discussions between Mr Moi and
President Ruto include a long-term
framework for political cooperation
ahead of the 2027 General Election.

Analysts believe the Ruto-Mol hand-
shake fits neatly into the President’s
broader strategy of constructing a
“broad-based government”—a coalition
designed to bring together leaders from
across political divides to consolidate na-
tional stability and bolster his re-elec-
tion prospects. He cannot afford bick-
ering in his own backyard ahead of an
election expected to be close. Both Moi
and Ruto are from the former Rift Valley
province.

The inclusive model was first launched
on March 8, 2025, when President Ruto
and Odinga signed a joint cooperation
framework at the Kenyatta Internation-
al Convention Centre (KICC). Odinga’s co-
operation with President Ruto opened
the door for opposition figures to join
Cabinet including; former ODM Deputy
Party Leaders Wycliffe Oparanya (Co-op-
eratives and MSMEs), Ali Hassan Joho
(Mining and Blue Economy), ex-0ODM Na-

rl:.r-@h.s billio a% ﬁ - ﬁl;ggnal Chairperson John Mbadi (Nation-

alTreasury), former Director of Political
Affairs Opiyo Wandayi (Energy), and for-
mer elections board member Beatrice

Askul (EAC and ASALs).

Mr Odinga’s death, however, has left a
vacuum in the opposition, and his unify-
ing role in mediating the Moi-Ruto talks
may have accelerated the new political
realignment. President Ruto has con-
sistently maintained that his inclusivity
drive is not about political rewards but
about strengthening national unity and
fast-tracking development.

*This is not about individuals, person-
alities, or regions — it is about Kenya,” he
said during his visit to Kabarak in early
September, where he met the Moi fami-
Iy “We are late in our development jour-
ney.I need more hands, and that is why
I formed the broad-based government.
Now I need Gideon to help me move the
country forward.”

The alliance not only signals the re-en-
try of the Mo1 family into national poh-
tics, but also redefines power relations
within the Rift Valley, where Gideon has
long been seen as Ruto’s rival.

For Gideon, it marks an extraordinary
comeback after years of political dor-
mancy. It repositions him at the centre of
national decision-making while restor-
ing the Moi family’s historic influence
in state affairs. Kanu, once dismissed as
a relic of Kenya's single-party past, now
finds itself re-emerging as a strategic al-
ly in shaping the country’s future polit-
ical direction.

Yet, President Ruto’s planned reorgan-
isation 1s not without risks. Expanding
the Cabinet and redistributing key port-
folios could trigger resentment among
current office holders and strain inter-
nal dynamics within the ruling coalition.

NOTICE TO THE GRADUATING CLASS OF 2025

Notice of Graduation Ceremony and Timetable of Events

A }mﬁmﬁ ot

e JSEREMCNY You are kindly reminded to note the following events and dates.

Academic Clearance — virtual application

DATE

Monday, June 16, 2025, 1o Wednesday, October 22, 2025

The 48th Graduation Ceremony of Daystar University will be held on Friday, November 14, 2025

Physical in the Main Campus starting at 7:15 a.m. (Guests should be seated by 7:00 a.m.)

TIME
S:00am - 5:00pm

VENUE

IIII'JSTIIH

I.H'III.IEHEIT'.l

Office of the University Registrar

Special Infospot

Thursday, October 23, 2025

2:00am - 5:00pm

Financial Clearance

Ongoing to Thursday, October 23, 2025

Finance ffice

Graduation Notice

Friday, October 24, 2025

Final List to Finance

Tuesday, October 28, 2025

1:00pm

Finance Offices (Nairobi & Athi River
Campuses) & Notice Boards

Special ADB to approve Graduation List

Tuesday, October 28, 2025

2:00pm - 3:00am

Mairochi Campus AD3

Special Senate to approve Graduation List

Wednesday, October 29, 2025

T:00am - 9:00am

Main Campus

ARSA Council/Sealing Committee Approval of the Graduation List

Thursday, October 30, 2025

2:00pm - 3:00pm

Council Room, Nairobi Campus

Final Graduation List to Corporate Affairs and the Printers

Friday, October 31, 2025

4:00pm

Corporate Affairs Office, Mairobi Campus

Picking Graduation Gowns & Dinner cards (Graduands should adhere to the indicated dates for picking gowns to avoid last minute inconveniences)

Graduate School (Masters & PhD), School of Law & Schoo! of Nursing studants

Thursday, October 30, 2025

8.00am - 4.00pm

Main Campus

School of Business & Economics, School of Psychology, & School of

ocience, Engineering and Health

Friday, October 31, 2025

8.00am - 4.00pm

Main Campus

School of Communication, Direclorate of Policy and Development Sludies, &

School of Education

Monday, November 3, 2025

8.00am - 4,00pm

Main Campus

School of Arts & Social Sciences, School of Mission and Theology &

School of Applied Human Sclences

Tuesday, Novembar 4, 2025

8.00am - 4.00pm

Main Campus

Diploma Siudents

Wednesday, Movember 5, 2025

8.00am - 4.00pm

Main Campus

Faculty picking graduation gowns & Invitation cards

kaon - Wed November 10-12, 2025

8.00am - 4,00pm

Main Campus

Graduation Dinner

Saturday, Movember §, 2025

6.00pm TBA

Candle Lighting Ceremony

Tuesday, November 11, 2025

8.30am - 10.00am

Main Campus (physical)

Graduation Chapel

Thursday, November 13, 2025

B.30am - 10.00am

Main Campus (physical)

Graduation Rehearsal

Thursday, November 13, 2025

11.05am - 1.00pm

Main Campus (physical}

Graduation Day

Friday, November 14, 2025

T15am

Main Campus (physical)
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Row The High Court has suspended two sections of the Computer Misuse and Cybercrimes (Amendment) Bill, 2024

BY MWANGINDIRANGU
AND KEVIN CHERUIYOT

resident William Ruto has

defended his decision to as-

sent to eight Bills on Octo-

ber 15, the same day the
country received news of the
death of former Prime Minister
Raila Odinga,

Speaking at Thome Village in
Laikipia County during the buri-
al of Mzee Weston Kirocho, father
of Inspector General of Police
Douglas Kanja, the President said
he had already reported to work
when the news broke.

“There are those condemning
me for signing the Bills, arguing
that the country was in mourn-
ing. But that was the work sched-
uled for the day, and I recerved
the news after arriving at the of-
fice *said Dr Ruto.

He added that all the Bills had
followed due legislative process
and were presented by the Speak-
er of the National Assembly and
parliamentary leadership.

Among the Bills signed was the
Computer Misuse and Cyber-
crimes (Amendment) Bill, 2024,
which has sparked public de-
bate and legal challenges. The
High Court has since suspended
implementation of two sections
of the law, pending determina-
tion of a suit filed by gospel sing-
er Reuben Kigame and the Kenya
Human Rights Commission.

The petition challenges the

There was no 1ll intent in
signing of Bills. savs Ruto

President claims that he had already reported to work when news of Raila’'s death broke

amendment to Section 27, which
criminalises the publication of
“false, misleading or fictional da-
ta.” Mr Kigame argues the provi-
sion is vague and unconstitution-
al. The matter is scheduled for
mention on November 5.

Former Chaef Justice David Mar-
apa is among those who have crit-
icised the law, warning that it
grants the government excessive
powers to access or shut down
online platforms, posing a threat
to free expression.

Defending the legislation, Na-
tional Assembly Majority Lead-
er Kimani Ichung'wah said the
amendments were necessary to
curb the spread of misinforma-
tion and digital abuse.

“The culture of misinforma-
tion 1s so widespread it has not
spared the church or Judiciary.
The amendments are aimed
at protecting citizens, especial-
ly children, from online dangers
including terrorism,” said Mr

ady

President William Ruto is received by Inspector General of Police
Douglas Kanja during the burial of Mr Kanja's father, Mzee Weston
Kirocho, at Thome Boys High School grounds in Laikipia County
yesterday. JOSEPH KANY! | NATION

Ichung'wah. troduced amendments. He also

He noted hathe orieinalay_yelaimed that the Judiciary was
was enad il Do IS ives | ging misled by bloggers, simi-
ident Uhuru Kenyatta, and the lar to a previous legal challenge
current Parliament had only in-  in 2018 that was eventually over-

There are those
condemning me for signing
the Bills, arguing that the
country was in mourning.
But that was the work
scheduled for the day.

President William Ruto

7

Mr Ichung'wah urged religious
leaders to support the govern-
ment in countering falsehoods,
citing misinformation around
the National Land Commission
(Amendment) Bill, 2023.

“There are claims that the gov-
ernment plans to tax land with
freehold titles, which are un-
founded.I appeal to the clergy to

help us disseminate the truth,”
he said. Government Spokesper-
son Isaac Mwaura also weighed
in, stating that the laws bolster
Kenya's ability to combat emerg-
ing threats such as child por-
nography, online extremism, cy-
ber-harassment, identity theft
and financial fraud.

He clarified that the Nation-
al Computer Cybercrimes Coor-
dination Committee’s power to
render websites or applications
inaccessible i3 subject to judicial
review,

“This mirrors internation-
al best practices where govern-
ments act to protect citizens, es-
pecially children, from harmful
content. Freedoms under Arti-
cles 33 and 34 remain intact, sub-
Ject to lawful hmitations for na-
tional security and public safety”
Mr Mwaura said.

The other Bills assented to
by the President include: The
National Land Commission
(Amendment) Bill, 2023; The
Land (Amendment) Bill, 2024;
The Wildlife Conservation and
Management (Amendment) Bill,
2023: The National Police Service
Commission {(Amendment) Bill,
2024; The Air Passenger Service
Charge (Amendment) Bill, 2025;
The Virtual Asset Service Provid-
ers Bill, 2025; and The Privatisa-
tion Bill, 2025.

mwndirangu@ke.nationmed-
ia.com
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Controversy In August, the Council of Governors opposed plan, saying it undermines devolution

Teachers sue over ‘unfair’ policy

Petitioners say the
rule undermines pro-
fessional autonomy
and violates the law

BY WINNIE ATIENO

group of teachers repre-

senting more than 70,000

junior school tutors has

moved to court to chal-
lenge the government’s decision
to place them under primary
school heads, escalating tensions
over the rollout of the Compre-
hensive Schools policy, now un-
der review.

In a petition filed at the High
Court in Nairobi, the teachers -
who have sued Education Cabi-
net Secretary Julius Ogamba, the
Teachers Service Commission
(TSC),and Attorney-General Dor-
cas Oduor — argue that the move
threatens their professional au-
tonomy and career progression.

They want the court to sus-
pend the policy’s implementa-
tion until proper public partici-
pation and constitutional com-
phiance are ensured.

The legal action comes weeks
after President William Ruto di-

S OURT URDER r
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.Ju nior Secnndary Ech nul teaﬁhers protest agam st the Teachers
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Service Commission on Moi Avenue, Mombasa, last year.

KEVIN ODIT | NATION

rected CS Ogamba to fast-track
the operationalisation of Ses-
sional Paper Number 1 of 2025,
which formalises the transition
to Comprehensive Schools. Un-
der this model, primary heads
will oversee Early Years, Jun-
ior School, and support staff -
a move junior school teachers
fiercely oppose.

The 39 petitioners say the new
structure undermines their pro-
fessional status, noting that
most Junior school teachers are
employed on permanent and

pensionable terms and trained
to teach secondary-level content.

They argue the policy violates
their constitutional rights and
contradicts the framework of the
Competency-Based Curriculum
(CBC) by placing Grades 7-9 un-
der the management of primary
heads, who often lack secondary
education qualifications.

The controversy dates back

to 2023, when the gevernmenpt-,
placed Juniof schaolvrithin pri-~

mary schools as a transitional
measure, The Presidential Work-

§ JJ

The number of petitioners
who say the new structure
undermines their professio-
nal status, most of whom are
employed on permanent and
pensionable terms

ing Party on Education Reforms
(PWPER) later recommended
merging Early Childhood Edu-
cation, primary, and junior sec-
ondary under one management,
though the Basic Education Act
has not been amended to reflect
this.

In August 2025, the Council of
Governors opposed the plan,
saying it undermines devolu-
tion by centralising key educa-
tion functions, particularly ECD,
which is a county mandate.

CoG Chair Ahmed Abdulla-
hi warned that unilateral poli-
cy changes without consultation
“violate the Constitution and
threaten gains made in the edu-
cation sector”

The petitioners say merging

‘thelevels eompromises educa-

tion quality and violates teach-
ers’ and students’ rights. “Junior

Secondary Schools cater to ado-
lescents aged 12-15, whose psy-
chosocial and educational needs
differ from those of younger chil-
dren,” they argue. They further
claim the policy threatens career
progression and recognition by
placing them under less-qual-
ified primary heads, violating
rights to fair treatment and ca-
reer advancement.

Last month, TSC proposed a
new admimstrative structure to
ease tensions between primary
heads and Junior school teach-
ers. Director of Staffing Antoni-
na Lentoijoni said the commis-
sion is reviewing staffing norms
to align with PWPER recommen-
dations.

On September 13, 2025, Presi-
dent Ruto directed C5 Ogamba
and Education Committee Chair
Julius Melly to fast-track bills
supporting Competency-Based
Education reforms within 45
days. If passed, the sessional pa-
per will revert the 70,000 Jun-
ior school teachers under Kup-
pet to the Kenya National Union
of Teachers (Knut), formalising
the creation of Comprehensive
Schools.

watieno@ke.nationmedia.com

Court order
Litein Bovs’
candidates
hack to school

BY VITALIS KIMUTAI

Form Four learners at Litein
Boys High School have resumed
studies following an interim
court order on how much they
should pay for damages from the
strike that caused losses estimat-
ed at Sh100 million.

The 429 candhdates, set to sit the
KCSE exams,are back for revision,
while the rest of the 1,000 stu-
dents will return when schools
reopen on January 5,2026. Prin-
cipal Richard Sang said the can-
didates had made partial pay-
ments as directed by the court.

Security has been tightened at
the institution, with parents un-
dergoing screening before entry,
and temporary arrangements
made for classrooms and dormi-
tories,

The High Court in Kericho sus-
pended the school board’s de-
cision to charge each learn-
er 5h49,699, reducing the total
damages from Sh99.9 million to
Sh69.5 million. The court ordered
students to pay Sh25,000 n three
instalments . The case will come
up for mention next Wednesday:
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NAIROBI CITY

‘ ‘ COUNTY

OFFICE OF THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE MEMBER
BUILT ENVIRONMENT AND URBAN PLANNING
LANDS SUB-SECTOR

PUBLIC NOTICE

In Exercise of Power conferred by Section 15(3) and Section 56(1)

_ 0 . o SR | of the National Rating Act 2024, notice is hereby given to all ratable
Master of Education Executive . . i

owners and the general public that land rates levied by the Nairobi

Part—-rime Pro dJramme City County Government for the year 2026, shall become due on the
. EE day of January, 2026 and shall be levied as follows:

Take the next step in advancing your teaching with the Executive Master's Programme,
designed to empower educators to lead, innovate, and transform learning. FlEt Rﬂtﬂ Z'DI"IEE
Offering specializations in Early Childhood Education, Educational Leadership and .
Management, Assessment, Measurement and Evaluation, Language and Literacy in LEI’IE] I'IDt EIEEEE“I'IQ 0'1 HA PEI’ YEE,I' HSh'E'SED
Education, Math tics Ed tion, and Sci Ed tion. .
EAR A e R SRR e R e Land greater than 0.1 & Not Exceeding Ksh.3,200
Flexible learning designed for your schedule. 3
Eligibility Criteria: A bachelor's degree in education or any other field, D .2 HA
Apply online: www.aku.edu/med-ea | Apply by: March 2, 2026 Land greater than 0.2 HA & Not Ksh.4,000
For more information contact: T: +255 784 797601 | E: regoff.tz@aku.edu EKCE‘EU“’IQ 0.4 HA =
Exceeding 0.4 HA " Ksh.4,800
Private and Public Valuation Properties/Plots
£ $2ik 0 (@ ¢ [ New Rates!Struck — 2019 Draft Valuation Roll
THE AGA KHAN INIVERSITY @ @ @ #AKUAdmissions
Residential Plots Per Year | USV | 0.115%
Commercial Plots ! ’ 0.115%
Agricultural Plots ¢ “ | 0.115%

THE ABOVE CHARGES ON NEW VALUE AS PER THE
2019 DRAFT VALUATION ROLL SUBJECT TO THE

FOLLOWING:
New Rates lower than the 2022 Rates | Per Year |Pay 2022 Rates
New Rates more than Double the 2022 Pay Double the
Rates ! 2022 Rates

NB: All Ratable Owners who had objected to the new rates as
per the 2019 Draft Valuation Roll shall continue paying the
old rates pending the hearing and determination of their
respective objections by the Valuation Board.

Land owners whose land has not been valued or are missing from

Programme - FuII-Tlme
the Draft Valuation Roll are advised to contact the Chief Valuer at
City Hall for further guidance. Be notified too that sectional title

Designed for practising and non-practising educators, leaders, and holders must now open individual rates account.

professionals in schools, NGOs, and international organizations, the

programme builds strong theoretical and practical skills in teaching and For more information, kindly call Customer Care Centre on: 0725
leadership preparing you to drive meaningful change from early childhood 624 439’ 020 222 42 31! 0207 247 047’ 0730 047 047 or
to tertiary education. Sl : :

Eligibility Criteria: A bachelor’s degree in education or any other field, Emal_l m’fg@ﬂﬂw _Yuu _may also download your Rates
Apply online: www.aku.edu/med-ea | Apply by: March 2, 2026 Invoice by login to: nairobiservices.go.ke

For more information contact: T: +255 784797601 | E:regoff.tz@aku.edu
Cs, PATRICK MBOGO, OGW

COUNTY EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBER
BUILT ENVIRONMENT & URBAN PLANNING

EAKLIGIobal

THE AGA l-'.EI'l!:"iI"n'F.HH!T‘-' .FX o ‘.J' sAKUAdmissions |l ET'S MAKE NAIRORBI '/ ORK

“ELEPHCHE 020 7247 047 / 0730 047 047 | EHAIL IMFOENAIRDELGOLKE |17 4ALL, CITY HALL WAY, P BEOW 30075 ODI00, MAIRDE. KEMYA
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Nostalgia Raphael Wamwati has flown several VIPs -

Pilot recounts
flving moments
with former PM

Twinstar Aviation managing partner says
Raila was keen for details when in the air

BY KAMORE MAINA

e would stroll into the air-

craft, donning that trade-

mark smile and eyes fixed

on the seats closest to the
cockpit.

After identifying where to sit
for the flight, Raila Odinga would
settle down and exchange pleas-
antries with the pilot, Raphael
Wamwati, and other crew.

By the time Mr Wamwati
achieved a cruising altitude of
35,000ft, Odinga would most like-
ly be holding a tumbler, marvel-
ling at the skies while asking his
pilot all sorts of aviation-related
questions.

The contents of the tumbler
would depend on his mood.
At times it was the single malt
scotch whiskey, Glenfiddich.
Other times it was the blended
scotch whiskey, Johnnie Walker.

But whichever way Odinga’s
decizsion swung, the liguid gold
sipped in the sky had most likely
spent more than 18 years matur-
ingin an oak cask.

Odinga would sip from the tum-
bler and Mr Wamwati's well of
knowledge.

He loved the skies, but was fas-
cinated by the working of planes
and would never shy away from
asking anything aviation for the
duration of the flight.

That was Odinga the passenger
in the eyes of Mr Wamwati, who
spent several hundred hours in

the skies with the former pre-
mier.

Some trips were political ex-
cursions, others business-relat-
ed while some were private — like
family tours.

For 13 years, Odinga was a re-
peat client of Twinstar Aviation.
Mr Wamwati was on many of
those fights the captain.

“He loved flying and being in
planes. Raila was always keen for
details. He would watch closely as
we navigated airspaces to differ-
ent destinations. You could tell he
had an interest in aviation from
the many questions he asked,”Mr
Wamwati, the managing partner
of Twinstar and executive chair-
man Richard Kubo said told the
Daily Nation at Wilson Airport,
Nairobi,

Having enjoyed the company
of Odinga and his family in the
clouds for more than a decade
and a half, Mr Wamwati main-
tains that the veteran politician
is one of the most impactful chi-
ents he has met in his 21-year ca-
reer.

Mr Warmnwati and Mr Kubo have
flown several VIPs - local and
foreign — with some becoming
friends.

On August 26,2024 a convoy of
SUVs took Odinga and former Ni-
gerian president Olusegun Oba-
sanjo from Jomo Kenyatta Inter-
national Airport to Wilson.

The two statesmen were to
catch a flight to Kisumu, where

they were among the VIPs of Fes-
tac Festival — an event that cele-
brates diversity in through music,
dance and storytelling.

Their friendship, forged at
the graveside of Kenya's first
vice-president and Odinga’s fa-
ther - Jaramogi Oginga Odinga -
stood the test of time.

Mr Obasanjo was in Kenvya
many times to stand with the
Odinga family in trying mo-
ments.

In 1994, he was around to con-
dole with the Odingas when Jar-
amogi died. He was there for the
annmiversary of Jaramogi’s death
and the opening of the East Af-
rican Spectre planton Mombasa
Road, Nairobi,a vearlatet. |

Mwai Kibaki could not see eye-to-
eye because of the 2007 election
results, Mr Obasanjo was among
African leaders who atterpted
to broker a truce.

At the peak of the Odinga-Pres-
ident William Ruto rivalry in
2023, Mr Obasanjo stepped in
and got the pair talking.

Arguably, that truce conceived
the broad-based union of Presi-
dent Ruto and Odinga’s ODM par-
ty a year later.

On many of those occasions,
Odinga and Mr Obasanjo flew
around on a Twinstar Aviation
aircraft piloted by Mr Wamwati.

Last Sunday, Mr Wamwa-
ti and Mr Obasanjo were there
to help write the final chapter
in the book that is Raila Amo-
lo Odinga. They were in Bondo
to bury a man who juggled poli-
tics, business and family even as
successive governments threw

O

local and foreign - for years, with some becoming friends

Twrnatar' Awatmn Executive Ehawman Richard Kubo and Managing Partner Hapha&l Sebastian
Wamwati during the interview at their office at Wilson Airport. BONFACE BOGITA | NATION

He loved ﬂﬁiqg and being
in planes. Raila was keen
for details while flying. He

"climildyiatchelosely as we

When Odinga and IJFE"ildE'I'lt.

navigated the airspace to
the dlﬁﬂrent destinations

Raphael Wamwati, pilot with Twin-
star Aviation

J))

everything but the kitchen sink
in attempts to solve the “prob-
lem™that was Odinga.

At Wilson Airport in August,
2024, Mr Wamwati and his crew
waited patiently to fly the two
friends to Kisurmu on a chartered
aircraft.

An officer from the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs had received
Odinga and the former Nigeri-
an head of state,and was there to
execute protocol and handle the
logistics.

The officer announced that
there were two planes, one for
each of the VIPs. Such individu-
als are not supposed to fly in the
same aircraft.

However, Odinga was never one
to follow protocol - protocol was
to be bent to his whims,

Mr Wamwati said Odinga insist-
ed on flying with Mr Obasanjo.

“The officer said Raila and Oba-
sanjo could not fly in the same
plane. He added that owing to
their VIP status, protocol de-
manded that they fly separate in
the event of an incident,” Mr Ku-
bo said at the Twinstar’s Wilson
Airport office.

“0Odinga told the protocol of-
ficer firmly: ‘These are my boys.T
know them well and nothing will
happen™.

The protocol officer gave in and
allowed Odinga and Mr Obasan-
Jjo to board the same aircraft to
Kisumu where they attended the
festival.

“They were all smiles as we
landed in Kisumu,” Mr Wamwa-
ti said.

For Odinga, defying protocol
was not unusual. For Mr Warnwa-
ti, however, that defiance made

August 26, 2024 one of the few
days that remain etched in his
Memory,

When this writer visited the of-
fices at Wilson Business Centre,
Lang'ata aerodrome, Mr Wamwa-
t1 and Mr Kubo had just landed
from Kisumu.

They were among the chosen
few who attended Odinga’s bur-
ial at Kang'o ka Jaramogi, Siaya
County.

Mr Wamwati and Mr Kubo had
several photos they took with
Odinga over the years.

Mr Wamwati said he and Mr Ku-
bo were introduced to the fami-
ly by Odinga’s first born, Fidel, in
2007.

They became close, with the lat-
ter later becoming a loyal client
of Twinstar Aviation.

“The relationship moved from
the friendship with Fidel to a
more robust association of busi-
ness people,”Mr Kubo said.

Odinga may have rested, but for
Mr Wamwati, the former PM lives
through the memories made in
the skies and which forged a new
friendship.

kamaina@ke.nationmedia.com

Raila Jr assumes Odinga household leadership after rituals

BY DOMNIC OMBOK AND KASSIM ADINA-
Sl

Raila Odinga Jr has assumed leadership of the
Odinga household following a ceremony at the fam-
ily’s residence in Bondo yesterday.

The event, which was led by his uncle Oburu Ogin-
ga, marked a cultural milestone for the famiby It was
the formal passing of authority and responsibility
in the household following the death and burial of
former Prime Mimister Raila Odinga last week.

Senator Oginga, the elder brother of Odinga, said
the ceremony was deeply rooted in Luo traditions
that gunde family transitions.

He emphasised that it was not a political event but
blessings and a customary handover of domestic
leadership.

“The seat of power in this home is now with Jun-
1or and his mother [da Odinga. Junior's mother will
be there to give him the advice he needs, but he
must stand firm. He must now lead the home as dic-
tated by culture,"the Siaya senator said.

Dr Oginga added that while Junior would head
the household, the larger Odinga family remains
under his authority as the patriarch.

According to Luo customs, chieng” mar ang'wen
(the fourth day) after burial, marks the formal end
of mourning.

The Odinga family gathered to perform the rites
that signalled the closure of mourning.

“In our culture, the fourth day 1s also when mar-
ried daughters return to their homes and sons who
have been here during mourning are allowed to go
back to their famibies,"he said.

Dr Oginga added that the Odingas followed the
traditions and rites that were performed when
their patriarch, Jaramogi Oginga Odinga, died and
was buried in January 1994.

“We cannot disregard culture, Even in the Bible,
Isaac blessed his sons Jacob and Esau. The same ap-
plies to us. Blessings and ceremonies to pass author-
ity have always been part of our faith and culture,;”
Dr Oginga said.

There was also the shaving ceremony known as
liedo. According to elders, shaving one’s head is of
immense spiritual significance.

It symbolises cleansing, renewal and the transi-
tion from mourning to continuity - the restoration
of life’s balance after death has passed through a
home.

Raila Junior, the younger son of the former pre-

mier and now the family’s eldest surviving male,
was the focus of the rite.

“Jumior takes the leadership of the family and the
instruments of power as a sign of his new role,” Dr
Oainga said.

Before being handed the symbols of authority -
a spear and traditional attire — Raila Junior’s head
was shaved.

His aunt placed a mark on head to show that she
was the one carrying out the rite. She then mo-
tioned to the barber to complete the shaving.

The hum of the shaving machine replaced the old
rasp of razors, a modern echo of an ancient sound.

When the shaving was over, Raila Junior was
dressed in traditional attire, his hands gripping
the spear — which the elders present said signified
strength and responsibility
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REPUBLIC OF KENYA

COUNTY ASSEMBLY OF TRANS NZOIA
COUNTY ASSEMBLY HALL
OFFICE OF THE CLERK

DECLARATION OF VACANCIES OF MEMBER(S) OF THE COUNTY

ASSEMBLY SERVICE BOARD,COUNTY ASSEMBLY OF TRANS NZOIA.

PURSUANT to Section 12[3] (d] of the County Governments Act, 2017 as read with Sections 8,9 and 46 of the County Assembly
Services Act,2017 and the First Schedule thereto, vacancies for one man and one woman, have arisen in the membership of the
County Assembly Service Borad, County Assembly of Trans Nzoia.

For appointment as a member of the Board, a person MUST;-
[a] Beacitizen of Kenva;
[b] Hold at least a degree from a university recognized in Kenya;
[c] Have at least ten[10] years' experience in public affairs; and
[d] Meet the requirements of Leadership and Integrity under Chapter Six of the Constitution,

APPLICATION CRITERIA

Interested parsons who gualify to serve as Members of the Board are, therefiore, invited to submit their applications, accompaniad
with the following decuments;

i. Application Letter;

ii. Certified copies of academic and professional certificates together with relevant testimonials;

iii. Certified copy of National Identity Card/Kenyan passport and

iv. Detailed Curriculum Vitae,

insealed envelopes and clearly marked, "Application for Member of the County Assambly Service Board” which may be hand
delivered or send by mail/courier to the Office of the Clerk to the County Assembly & Secretary to the County Assembly Service
Board at the County Assembly Hall, P.0. BOX 4221-30200, KITALE, so as to reach him on or before Monday 8" Novemnber 2025
at5PM.

Shortlisted applicants shall be required to bring along original copies of the above documents and of the following documents;
[i] Current Tax Compliance Certificate from the Kernya Revenue Authority[KRA];

[ii] Valid Clearance Certificate from the Higher Education Loans Board[HELBY;

{iif} Current Clearance Certificate from the Credit Reference Bureau{CRB):

(iv] Current Certificate of Records[Good Conduct) from the Directorate of Criminal Investigations;

[¥] Current Clearance Certificate from the Ethics and Anticorruption Commission{EACC);

NOTE;

(T} Applicants holding foreign degree gualifications must submit a valid certificate of Recognition and Equation from the
Commission on University Education[CUE)

(2) Onlyshortlisted candidates shall be conducted.

(3) Successful applicants shall undergo a vetting and approval process by the County Assembly to qualify for appointment.

(4] Application forms may be obtained from the Dffice of the Clerk to the County assembly & Secretary to the County Ass?mh!g. =

B

Service Board at the County Assembly Hall or from the County Assembly wawtﬂmtmﬁfﬁgg@# CUCIE

. & the following website: https://www.tdbgroup.org/procurement

"4, TDE row invites eligible individual consultants (“Consultants”) to indicate

M

JOB VACANCIES

Mission for Essential Drugs and Supplies (MEDS) is a faith-based health solutions provider founded by
an ecumenical partnership of the Kenya Conference of Catholic Bishops [KCCB] and the Christian Health
Association of Kenya [CHAK). The Organization's core mandate is being a reliable provider for quality and
affordable Health Products and Technologies, Quality Assurance and Health Systems Strengthening
Services. MEDS was established in 1986 and serves clients spread throughout Kenya, other regions in Africa
and beyond,

MEDS seeks to recruit following positions

1. Accountant - Taxation and Costing 10. Internal Audit Assistant [2 positions)

2. Assistant Accountant 1l. Inventory Control Officer — Kisumu Branch

3. Client Relations Officer [1 position - Kisumu Branch) 12. Laboratory Assistant

4. Client Relations Officer [2 positions — Head Dffice) 13. Monitoring and Evaluation Officer

5. Client Relations Assistant [4 positions = Head Dffice) 14. Quality Assurance Officer

6. Field Officer 15. Quality Assurance Assistant-Kisumu branch
7. Health Systems Strengthening Officer 16. Resource Centre and Information Officer

8. ICT Officer = Database Administration 17. Risk Officer

9. Internal Audit Officer 18. Warehouse Officer

Detailed job roles have been posted in the MEDS website www.meds.or. ke

If you fit the profiles of the positions, please submit your application providing the following MANDATORY
requirement:

v Detailed CV stating your current position and salary, expected salary, telephone number and email
address

v Copyof National Identity Card
To: hri@meds.or.ke
By: 5" November 2025

Note: These positions are open to local hires only. Late applications will not be considered and only short-
listed applicants will be contacted.

THE WORLD BANK

IBRD « IDA

REQUEST FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST
(CONSULTING SERVICES -~ INDIVIDUAL SELECTION)

Country: Kenya

Project: Africa Green, Resilient and Inclusive De-Risking (GRIHD) Facility
Project ID: P1783986

Loan No./Credit No./ Grant No.: 77270

Assignment Title: Procurement Specialist

Reference No.: KE-TDB-517726-C5-INDV PROC SPECIALIST

1. The Eastern and Southern Africa Trade and Development Bank (TDB) Group
has received financing from the World Bank toward the cost of the Africa
Green Resilient and Inclusive Housing De-Risking (GRIHD) Facility and
intends to apply part of the proceeds for consulting services.

2. The consulting services ("the Services”) include the Procurement Specialist
assignment. This Consultant shall worlk for an initial period of twenty-four
(24) calendar months from contract commencement date. This initial period
is subject to extension(s), based on GRIHD Project needs, funds availability,
and satisfactory performance. The objective of the assignment is for the
Procurement Specialist to provide procurement and contract management
servicesinaccordance with World Bank's Procurement Regulations applicable
to the GRIHD Project. This is intended to ensure adequate procurement and
contract management capacity of TDB and the GHVYC Fund / Fund Manager
to accelerate the implementation of the GRIHD Project activities and ensure
procurement and execution of GRIHD Project activities within scope, time,
and quality to achieve value for money.

2. The detailed Terms of Reference (TOR) for the assignment can be found at

their interest in providing the Services. Interested Consultants should
provide information demonstrating that they have the required gqualifications
and relevant experience to perform the Services (cover/application letter
summarizing the relevant experience and indicating its relevance to the
assignment, detailed curriculum vitae (CV), copies of documentary evidence
of academic qualifications, experience, professional qualifications, and
registration/licensing with professional bodies). The shortlisting criteria
are:
a. A minimum a Bachelors' Degree in Procurement, Management, Business
Administration, Accounting, Law, Engineering or closely related field from
a recognized institution;

b. A minimum of twelve (12) Years of general experience in the procurement
field.

c. A minimum of seven (/) years of combined work experience in similar
assignments such as procurement of works, goods, non-consulting
services and consulting services with World Bank-funded projects or
similar multi-development bank or development partner-funded projects.

D. Be registered with valid membership and valid annual practicing license
from recognized professional body.

E. Fluency in English is required.

5. The attention of interested Consultants is drawn to Section lll, paragraphs,
314, 3.6, and 317 of the World Bank’'s "Procurement Regulations for IPF
Borrowers" First Published July 2016 and Revised Fifth Edition September
2023, ("Procurement Regulations"), setting forth the World Bank's policy on
conflict of interest.

6. A Consultant will be selected in accordance with the Selection of Individual
Consultants method set out in the Procurement Regulations:

7. Further information can be obtained at the address below from 0900 to
1700 hours East African Time (EAT) from Monday to Friday excluding lunch
hour (1230 to 1400hours EAT) and public holidays. All inquiries should be
sent to the following email address: wbhtaprocurementsi@tdbgroup.org

8. Expressions of interest must be delivered in a written form to the e-mail
address: procurementi@tdbgroup.org by November 04", 2025 1700 hours
(EAT- Nairobi) and quoting the reference “KE-TDB-517726-CS-INDV -
Procurement Specialist (Individual Consultant)” in the e-mail subject line.

Dawit Amare

Associate Group Executive, CS5A/POD

The Eastern & Southern African Trade & Development Bank (TDB),
TODB Tower, 184, Lenana Road,

MNairobi, Kenya

Email address: wbtaprocurementsi@tdbgroup.org
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Suspect in KNH patient killing case faces fresh mental tests

BY RICHARD MUNGUTI

The High Court in Kibera has, for the second time,

deferred plea taking for a man accused of killing a
patient at Kenyatta National Hospital (KNH) as the
trial judge seeks to establish if he is fit to stand trial.
The suspect, Kennedy Kalombotole, will await
two more mental assessment reports before he
can plead to the charges. This was after judge asked
psychiatrists from KNH and a private doctor to ex-
amine him and file the mental reports in court.
The fresh examination orders followed concerns

by one of the victims' lawvyers over the impartiali-
ty of KNH 1n conducting a mental assessment on
Kalombotole. In the first mental report from KNH
presented to the court last month, Kalomboto-
le was cleared to stand trial before three lawyers
raised concerns citing the issue of impartiality,

When Kalombotole appeared before the High
Court, the defence and victims’ lawyers differed
sharply on whether KNH was a suitable facility to
evaluate the mental condition of the suspect, who
15 accused of killing a patient adnutted at the coun-
try’'s largest referral health facility

The court heard that the suspect was in the pro-

cess of undergoing a second evaluation at KNH,

and the court was now awaiting a formal report.

The victims' lawyers questioned whether the
hospital could offer an impartial mental assess-
ment given the alleged offence occurred within its
premises, The judge heard from the victims' fami-
ly lawyer that KNH was an interested party in the
matter and might not be the best facility to assess
the mental fitness of the suspect.

“KNH 1s perhaps not the best institution to guide
the court on the wellness of the accused, consid-

ering the offence was allegedly committed there”
the victims’ lawyer told the court. However, de-
fence lawyers said it was ironic that the victims
were the ones questioning the hospital's neutrality.
They noted that if there was any reason to doubt
the fairness of the assessment, it should come
from the defence, not the victims. In a ruling, the
Judge concurred with the defence lawyers and dis-
missed claims of bias inferred on the part of KNH,
saying professional integrity should be respected.
The judge noted doctors at KNH were among the
best-qualified specialists in the country.

Insecurity Two police reservists were shot dead near Kaputir on Wedneaday evening as tension wnrsened

Residents abandon
villages in Turkana
as bandits take over

Enraged locals blocked roads to protest against what they

BY SAMMY LUTTA

nsecurity is worsening in the new-

Iy-created Aroo sub-county,on the

border of Turkana-West Pokot

counties, with families fleeing
their homes and institutions, includ-
g schools, closing down.

Residents are blocking roads to pro-
test what they termed as inaction by
the government in the wake of in-
creased attacks against them and Na-
tional Police Reservists.

Residents lamented that violence
15 growing despite a promise by au-
thorities that the new administrative
unit will enhance security.

Creation of Aroo sub-county was
meant to end decades of conflict on

the border. However, months later,

residents say the situation is worse
with bandits now striking with 1m-
punity. Border villages and trad-

ing centres, including Kapelbok,

Nakwamoru, Lorogon, Kainuk and
Kaakong have reported increased
attacks, forang out families and dis-
rupting schooling as even as nation-
al examinations approach.

'Turkana County Police Command-
er John Tarus said two police reserv-
ists were shot dead near Kaputir on
Wednesday evening.

*The two who were killed were part
of a multi-agency security team on

The two who were killed were part of a
multi-agency security team on regular
patrol. They were onamotorcycle

John Tarus, Turkana County Police Commander

regular patrol. They were on a motor-
cycle,”Mr Tarus said.

The victims, identified as Lowas
[kari and Eyapan Loluk from Nawo-
yaregae village, had been providing
security to farmers at Lokwar irri-
gation scheme. Police said the men
were on their way back home when
they were killed.

The killings sparked outrage, with
residents blocking the Kapengu-
ria-Lokichar road at Kaputir Junc-
tion using burning tyres and tree
branches. Long queues of vehicles,
including buses, matatus, PSVs and
trucks heading to Kakuma Refugee
Camp and South Sudan, stretched
for several kilometres.

“l left Lodwar at 3 am and expected
to reach Kitale by 10 am for a meet-
ing.It is 11 am and I am still stranded
at Kaputir Junction with no shops to
buy food or drinks. I am hungry and
thirsty. I dor’t know when the road
will reopen,”said Mr Ian Temba, one
of the stranded passengers.

Residents in villages such as Kapel-
bok, Nakwamoru, Lorogon, Kainuk,
and Kaakong report increased raids.
The new sub-county’s security of-
ficers remain confined to Kainuk
town, the residents lamented.

They recounted confrontations
with officers who claim their man-
date ends at the Kainuk cess point, ef-
fectively abandoming anyone beyond
it.*We have clashed with officers who
tell us their mandate ends at the Ka-
nuk checkpoint. So people hike Mzee
Emanikor, who was shot dead on Oc-
tober 9 while collecting firewood be-
yond the bridge, are left exposed,”
said Ms Mary Neilimo of Kainuk,

She recalled how only four officers
attended the burial of Mr Elpan Pa-
chu, the only NPR in Kailoseget vil-
lage who was killed alongside Mr
Isaac Ilikwel near River Malmalite,

“A police reservist was killed just
behind Kainuk Police Station. The

termed as government inaction in face of increased attacks, .S 28

An armoured personnel carrier patrolling in Kainuk town yesterday. SAMMY LUTTA I NATION

oun was recovered, but officers didn’t
act or pursue the killers,”she said.

Ms Ngilimo said that poor relations
between residents and administra-
tors have worsened insecurity,

“T once reported a bandit who had
threatened to kill me while I was
herding goats. I gave the police his
name and directions to where they
could find him, but nothing was
done. Most of us are widows who Just
want peace to farm and run small
businesses *she said.

Mr Benson Loyanai, a Kaputir resi-
dent,said three NPRs had been killed
and one left with life-threatening in-
Juries in recent weeks.

“Our sub-county is heavily milita-
rised with several police units and
Kenya Defence Forces soldiers, yet
together with a few armed reserv-
15ts, our people are being killed. This
shows a lack of coordination among
the multi-agency security team.”

He added that vandalised schools
such as Nakuse and Lokwar prima-
ries, destroyed by bandits in 2023,
had yet to be rebuilt despite govern-

ment promises that the KDF would
undertake reconstruction as part of
aresettlement plan.

“Besides recruiting police reserv-
1sts, we need a police post in the area.
For now, we rely on reservists who are
being killed by both bandits and se-
curity officers who mistake them for
attackers."said Mr Loyanai.

In Nakwamoru village, parents
have pulled their children out of
school for fear of attacks despite the
fact that national exams are fast ap-
proaching.

“At Nakwamoru, one person was
killed and another injured in an at-
tack on Monday evening. On Tues-
day morning, Moses Ekeru, an NPR
from Kapelbok village, was shot. He is
recovering at Lodwar County and Re-
ferral Hospital,"said Mr Samuel Abei,
a Kapelbok resident.

“We thought the new sub-county
would improve coordination among
security agencies. The response from
security personnel was sluggish in
both cases,” he lamented.

Turkana Governor Jeremiah Lomo-

rukai and Turkana South MP Ariko
Namoit condemned the attacks, say-
ing the presence of security agencies
in the area had not improved safety.

“We can’t sit back as our people
are being killed every day We are go-
ing to the affected areas, especial-
ly where police reservists were at-
tacked,”said Mr Lomorukai.

The governor said the killing of po-
lice reservists exposed a disconnect
within the security apparatus.

“We need an emergency meeting
to chart the way forward. Our people
are dying from bandit attacks, stray
bullets, drought, and disease,"he said.

Dr Namoit said insecurity in Aroo
had become‘a pandemic, worsened
by poor coordination among securi-
ty teams.*We have been crying about
this for months, but nothing has
been done. We have seen helicopters
hovering and landing in bandit-held
areas, and soon after, people nearby
are attacked,”he said.

Governor Lomorukai accused Aroo
Sub-County security officials of ne-
glecting their duties.
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Theme:
‘Smart Cities for a Sustainable Urban Future’

imla 3qth . 3qst Two Rivers
BH October 2025 ..9... Mall

Every October 31st, the world marks World Cities Day to reflect on the urbanisation phenomenon and sustainable development.
To bring this global agenda closer home, Nation Media Group (NMG), in partnership with stakeholders, will host the Smart
Cities Forum 2025. It will bring together government leaders, private sector players, urban planners, academia, innovators,
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National News

Conference It’s a platform for driving policy reforms to boost pension enrolment and improve retirement payouts

Over 80 per cent

of Kenya's elderly
population still works
to meet basic needs

BY MILLICENT MWOLOLO

The third edition of the East Afri-
can Pensions Conference and Ex-
po opened in Nairobi yesterday
with a call to expand pension cov-
erage and tackle old-age poverty in
Kenya.Hosted by the Nation Media
Group (NMG), the annual forum
has become a key regional plat-
form for driving policy reforms to
boost pension enrolment and 1m-
prove retirement payouts,

Official data show that more
than 80 per cent of Kenya's elderly
population still works to meet ba-
sic needs, highlighting concerns
over the adequacy of retirement
benefits. Analysts warn that low
savings and meagre payouts have
forced many retirees, including
those above 60, to remain in active
employment.

NMG Chief Executive Officer
Geoffrey Odundo underscored
the need for financial literacy to
strengthen pension coverage.,

“Staying updated with financial
tools and knowledge 1s not a lux-
ury—it's a necessity,” he said dur-
ing the conference themed ‘Retire-
ment Flanning: Get Started Now -
Tujipange Mapema.

Mr Odundo said the event seeks
to bridge the gap between the pen-
sions sector's potential and actual
participation.noting that financial
awareness is key to ending old-age
poverty.

Kenya's pensions sector has
grown steadily, with total assets
surpassing Sh2.3 trillion, signalling
increased public confidence. How-
ever,only 19 per cent of the coun-
try’s workforce actively contrib-
utes to a pension scheme, leaving
millions of informal sector work-
ers uncovered.

According to the Retirement Ben-
efits Authority (RBA), pension as-
sets rose from 5h476.8 billion in
2023 to Sh2.25 trillion by Decem-
ber 2024, driven by the rollout of
the NSSF Act and rising aware-
ness of retirement planning. Pub-
lic Investments and Assets Man-
agement Principal Secretary Cyrell
Wagunda Odede said a dignified
retirernent is built by choice, not
by chance. He added that as Ken-
vans live longer and traditional
family support structures weaken,
more elderly citizens are shpping
into poverty The government’s In-
ua Jamii cash transfer programme,
which provides §h2,000 monthly
to those aged 70 and above, 13 part
of ongoing efforts to cushion the
aged from destitution.

The two-day conference contin-
ues today with discussions focused
on innovation, inclusion, and re-
gional strategies to boost retire-
ment savings across East Africa.

Experts urge wider pension coverage

Mation Media
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Secretary and Director of Pensions, The National Treasury, Michael Kagika, makes ' !
his address. Mation Media Group CEO Geoffrey Odundo delivers his remarks.
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Cybercrime law is oppressive, :

does not serve public interest

n the morming Kenyans woke up to the
tragic news of Raila Odinga's passing,
President William Ruto signed the Com-
puter Misuse and Cybercrime (Amend-
ment) Act 2024 into law As the nation

rmourned one of its most significant polit- 5

ical figures, a piece of legislation tabled just three days af-
ter Gen Z protesters stormed Parliament quietly became
law:. The timing meant a bill with far-reaching implica-
tions recemved little public scrutiny during national grief.
What makes this law troubling isn't just its content but
how it got here, Public participation, constitutionally re-
quired for all legislation, was inadequate. Those who
submitted recommendations found them ignored. Le-
gal firm Oraro and Company warned that Sechon 27's
vague language and lack of judicial oversight could lead
to arbitrary enforcement and criminalisation of legiti-
mate public discourse. They recommended clear thresh-
olds,due process, and constitufional protections. None of
this made it into the final law Parts of this law indeed ad-
dress real problems. SIM swap fraud has become a pan-

demic,with Safaricom customers losing millions as fraud-
+ found a consistent pattern. Tanzania's 2015 Cybercrimes
. Act,ostensibly passed to fight digital crime, instead be-
. came a tool tosilence opposition. The law's broad defini-
: tions and disproportionate penalties enabled the unjus-
. tified detention.arrest. and intimidation of opposition
- figures, independent journalists,and activists. The study
+ found these laws fail to reduce online harassment but
. succeed spectacularly at stifling dissent and political de-
. bate, Similar patterns emerged in Uganda, Zambia,and
:Benin,where vague cyber harassment provisions were
. weaponised agaimt critics while actual cybercriminals
. -continuedopera
e mmmemu%nmﬁem this creates. A
. young person now faces lighter consequences for run-
. ning a phishing scheme that steals actual money than for
. posting a critical meme.
cides what's grossly offensive? If a corruption exposé detri- -
: in the first place: an educated young Kenyan can't find

sters hijack phone nurnbers to access mobile money;

The law criminalises this with fines of Sh200,000 or two
vears imprisonment. It tackles phishing with penalties
of Sh300,000 or three years. These provisions target genu-
ine threats.

But then the penalty structure goes sideways. Hack
someone's M-Pesa and steal their savings? Maximum
fine 1s Sh200,000. Phish someone's bank details and drain
their account? You pay Sh300,000 or three years in jail.
Post a meme that hurts a politician's feelimgs? Sh20 mal-
lion or ten years in prison is your punishment. Stealing
money gets you two to three yvears. Hmunafﬁdlrgs Xgets
you 10 years and fines 67 times highers [

Section 27 criminalises speech that "dEtI‘II‘E‘IEI‘ItE]hf af:
fects” someone, is of "indecent or grossly offensive na-
ture," or is "likely to cause apprehension or fear.” Who de-

mentally affects an official's reputation, is that criminal?

When those who expose graft
[ace harsher punishment

than those who commil [rﬂud
then something is
[undamentally wrong

Nelson Amenvya | Ll‘glbldill]ﬂ

+ Thelaw doesn't say.In the UK, online harassment max-

. esout at sixmonths while fraud gets ten years. South Afri-
. casetscyber harassment at three years, fraud at 15. Kenya
: has flipped this completely.

A 2022 study by the Africa Centre for Strategic Studies
examined restrictive cyber laws across the continent and

Here's what makes people angry to post the memes

wurk,thm logs into TikTok to see politicians money-wor-
pping and wealth flaunting. That disconnect breeds

j ﬁustmtmn This law doesn't address the frustration, it

Just criminalises expressing it while treating actual theft
mnreleruenﬂ‘gz"[he provision letting the National Com-

E puter and Cybercrimes Coordination Committee declare
. websites inaccessible without court approval is concern:-

. ing.One appointed committee can silence entire plat-

+ forms. Without a process. Just an executive decision. They
- could wake up and shut down X for being a threat to“na-

. tional security”,

For ordinary Kenyans, the implications are stark. That

: tweet cribicising county services? Potentially criminal.

. That Facebook post questioning a governor’s project?

: Could be harassment. Activists risk prosecution for caus-
. 1ng officials apprehension. Satirists operate under threat
. of bankruptcy inlong court battles or prison.

Then there's the provision criminalising sharing sensi-

 tive documents: five years in prison. This directly targets
. whistleblowers who leak evidence of corrupt deals, in-

- flated tenders, misused public funds. The civil servant ex-
. posing fraudulent procurement. the insider document-

. ing kickbacks,the employee providing proof of embez-

+ zlement all face five years. That's double the sentence for
- phishing two and a half times the sentence for SIM swap
. fraud. The message is clear; exposing financial wrongdo-
. 1ng carries harsher consequences than commutting it.

VPNs will proliferate. Anonymous accounts will maulti-

. phySatire will get subtler The law won't stop criticism, just
. drive it underground where distinguishing legitimate
: speech from actual harassment becomes harder,

Constitutional petitions challenging the law have been

. filed in court and recetved conservatory orders. These cas-
. eswill test whether courts will allow thislaw to stand or

- strike down its most egregious provisions. Changes need-

- ed: replace subjective terms with measurable standards,

- rebalance penalties so fraud isn't lighter than speech, re-

. quire Judicial approval for website blocking, explicitly pro-
: tect online civic space,journalism and whistle-blowing.

When those who expose corruption face harsher pun-

+ ishment than those who commit fraud, then something
. isfundamentally wrong.More citizens can join or file ad-
: ditional petitions. Democracy isn't just what Parliament

. passes,it's what citizens defend. Right now that defense

- matters more than ever.

. Mr Amenyais awhistleblower, strategy consultant and
. start-upmentor. www.nelsonamenya.com

Al can help cut Inequalities in education

e opportunities that Al of-
fers African teachers and
students are immense, with
itseducation market in the
Middle East and Africa pro-
jected to hit $1.7hillion by

2030.In Sub-Saharan Africa, where stu-
dent—teacher ratios can reach 50:1,and
many children still lack access to quali-

ty learning resources, the need for inno-
vative solutions 1s urgent. What excites
me about Al in African educationis the
potential to address persistent inequali-
ties. Students in under-rescurced schools
have had fewer opportunities just be-
cause teachers lack access to support, ma-
terials,or professional development. Al
can change this dynamic, making support
accessible even in the most remote class-
TOOIMS.

Al can drive change in schools, but on-
lyifitis shaped to fit the realities of Afri-
can classrooms, rather than forcing class-
rooms to adapt to the technology The
promuse lies in Al's power to personalise
learming helping teachers meet the needs
ol every student in classes that are often
large and diverse. When Al is guided by lo-
cal priorities,cultural context and teacher
expertise,it stops being a futuristic add-on
and becomes a practical ally. Several ob-
stacles stand out from our work across Af-
rica.Connectivity remains a major chal-

lenge across of Sub-Saharan Africa Teach-
- particularly in resource-constrained envi-
- ronments, means many educators strug-

ers want touse Al tools but are unable to
access them when they need them maost.

Al can change this
dvnamic making
support accessible
even in the moslt
remole
classrooms

Niall McNulty | Tech

We've heard that teachers want more

time to explore and experiment with Al

tools. The demanding nature of teaching,

. gleto find space for learning new tech-

. nologies. If adoption 1s to succeed, profes-
. sional development and time allowanic-
- es must be built into the process from the
. start. The beauty of Al integration in ed-

. ucation lies not in expensive hardware

- orcomplex software, but in leveraging

. the tools teachers already have access to.
. Across Sub-S8aharan Affrica, we've discov-
. ered that the most practical entry point

. 1soften the smart phone in a teacher’s

. pocket.

Our WhatsApp teacher support Al chat-

. bot project in South Africa demonstrates
. this perfectly Teachers are already com-

. fortable with WhatsApp; they under-

. stand how to send messages. and they
. Thus,classroom tools need to have offline -

. capabilities,such as pre-generated materi-
. als,and tools need to work effectively with
. intermittent internet connections.

. Language barrers present another com-
- plexity While many teachers are comfort-

- able teaching in English, they often need

. toexplain some concepts in local languag:
t es, We're working on multilingual capahil-
- 1ties through researching the African lan-
. guage capabilities of leading Al chatbats,
. but this remains an ongoing challenge

+ that requires careful cultural and linguis-
+ ticadaptation.

[ can access support instantly without
: needing new apps or training. When a

teacher in a rural classroom needs help

. differentiating a lesson for mixed-abili-
.ty learners or wants quick feedback on a
- lesson plan, they can message our Al as-
- sistant and receive immediate, contex-
 tualised support. This approach works

because it builds on existing digital be-

- haviours rather than requiring teachers
. tolearn entirely new systems. Teachers

. whostart with familiar interfaces devel-
+ opconfidence that extends to other Al

+ tools over time.

At Cambridge, we believe the power

. of Alin education lies in a human-cen-
. tred approach that starts "where teach-
- ersare” empowering them as architects
. oflearning, not just consumers of tech-

: nologyItis this approach that is key to

. helping students navigate change and

. use technology effectively A recent Cam-
: bridge report, Preparing learners to

. thrive in a changing world’, which cap-

. tures the views of nearly 7,000 teachers

. and students across 150 countries, shows
. that while technology is widely em-

. braced to support teaching and learning,
. over a third of teachers surveyed (34 per

. rent) selected over-reliance on technolo-
. gy asthe greatest challenge that technol-
: ogy might pose in preparing students for
: the future. We believe 1t 1s essential for

. students to develop a solid foundation

. of subject knowledge to help them inter-
: pret information critically and effectively

This insight is one reason we are fo-

- cused on helping African education sys-

. tems to avoid the challenges other re-

. pions have faced in adopting technology:

- Dur approach emphasises teacher traimn-

. Ing,infrastructure readiness, and gradual
; implementation, rather than rapid, large-
. scale deployments that too often fail to
+deliver their intended outcomes.

We've structured our Getting Started

: with Alin the Classroom guide around

+ practical scenarios that teachers encoun-
+ terdaily and our profiessional develop-

. ment programme for STEM teachers ex-

. emplifies this philosophy too,

. Thewriteris Al Product & Innovation
. Leader, Cambridge University Press &
- Assessment

Send your opinion article to: dnopinion@ke.nationmedia.com or write to The Editor, Daily Nation, P. O. Box 49010, Nairobi 00100.
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Step up negotiations to
end lecturers’ strike

e strike by lecturers in the public universities that
has paralysed learning in the institutions for more
than 30 days is raging on. As a result, students are
idling on the campuses, and it is even worse for the

freshers. The latter have not had the guidance they needed
for their crucial orientation.

Hopefully, reason will prevail, with the parties to the ne-
gotiations closing ranks to ease the suffering of the young
people. These universities are the source of the high-cali-
bre manpower that the country seriously needs for its na-
tional development and prosperity But unless the students
are taught, this will remain a dream, as those who were just
rounding up their courses in readiness for graduation are al-
s0 stuck.

The lecturers have rejected a suggestion by the Salaries and
Remuneration Commission (SRC) and the Inter-Public Uni-
versities Councils Consultative Forum to renegotiate their
2025-29 Collective Bargaining Agreement (CBA).

For its part, the Universities Academic Staff Umon (Uasu)
argues that the proposed 5h3.1 hillion allocation is *unac-
ceptable and unrealistic”,

The dons are accusing the SRC of “imposing final positions
instead of offering negotiable ranges”, declaring that thisis a
violation of the Constitution, which guarantees the right to
collective bargaining.

According to Uasu, the 2025-29 CBA proposal is inadequate
and does not reflect the current economic realities, includ-
ing the high inflation and the rising cost of living. The dons’
union is also protesting disparities in remuneration, as oth-
er public servants, including schoolteachers, have reportedly
been given better deals.

The situation is bound to get worse as the parties dig in,
with the vice-chancellors threatening to withhold the strik-
ing lecturers'pay. The universities have also warned that un-
ion dues could be suspended and disciplinary action taken
against the lecturers who disrupt learning.

Unfortunately, the government seems to take this as busi-
ness as usual. It is a serious crisis that should be resolved.

Sewerage for slums vital

anitation is a major challenge in the informal settle-

ments in Nairobi and other towns. Lack of it is not

just uncomfortable for households, but 1t also expos-

es the slum dwellers to the risk of contracting com-
municable diseases.

Some people are forced to resort to open defection, expos-
ing them to possible humiliation, or are becoming more in-
novative, hence the emergence of the so-called 'flying toilets’,

The few existing shared facilities are often in a state of disre-
pair and are overcrowded. There is also no proper waste man-
agement, leading to unsanitary conditions and increasing
the risk of diseases such as cholera, dysentery and typhoid.
The high population puts a strain on the minimal infrastruc-
ture, with the shared toilets quickly becoming full and diffi-
cult to empty They unleash a foul smell.

The good news, though, is that the Nairobi City Water and
Sewerage Company i1s connecting informal settlements to
its sewerage system to eliminate the flow of raw sewage and
curb sanitation-related diseases.

A project being implemented in the Mukuru kwa Reuben
area is connecting households to sewer lines using cheap-
er and faster methods to improve sanitation across the in-
formal settlements. The modern system is cheaper, quicker
to instal and uses flexible pipes. Some 200 households have
been connected to the sewerage system, benefiting 80,000
slum dwellers.

The 3.9 kilometres of sewer line have greatly improved san-
itation in the area, and this 1s being extended to other loca-
tions. The project is expected to cost between Sh40 million
and Sh50 million and targets to connect 2,000 households
and improve access to clean water.

The provision of decent sanitation is a basic right that

should be enjoyed by all.

After Raila’s exit, Ruto faces
a-bleak political landscape

n political terms, former Prime Minister
Raila Odinga was like a giant, African bull
buffalo which provided a home for pests

on the long hairs of its head, its ears, its bel- :
ly,and every inch of its hard-to-reach hide. :

So long as it was well-fed and healthy, the
parasites were welcome toits warmth and
perhaps even a little bit of blood.

With his demise, many politicians and
technocrats who owed their careers to Mr
Odinga and those who don't have a strong
standing in Nyanza and in ODM will strug-
gle. The“experts”in government will be
hard-pressed to negotiate largesse and el-
bow room from the system. Previously, they
could walk the Savannah with confidence
and nibble on sweet grass under the protec-
tion of the giant horns of the big buffalo. To-
day they are but scattered browsers, fully ex-
posed to wild dogs, hyenas and the odd lion.
It 15 just a matter of time before something
eats them.,

But my thinking is that the obvious or-
phan-in-chief is President William Ruto. To
provide some context,in 2018 I took a mar-
ket tour of Nyanza. A market tour in the
news business used to be sitting around bus

stops, restaurants, bars and in town halls, lis-

tening to your customers. The Kisumu bus
park is a unique place; folks read and dis-
cuss the newspapers and politics in gener-
al. Everyjournalist who comes calling visits
the bus park to listen to the sound of the riv-
er. It was shortly after Mr Odinga had shak-
en hands with then President Uhuru Ken-
yatta on the steps at Harambee House, Nai-
robi. I looked at the circle of*Luopean”fac-
es, grinning mischievously at me.*Uhuru is
no longer the enemy”one of the men told

me. Sowhois? [ asked.“It is Ruto,"he told me.

The other guys laughed and enthusiastical-
ly agreed. Just like he changed perceptions
about Mr Kerryatta after the handshake, Mr
Odinga rehabilitated Mr Ruto’s political im-
age in Nyanza and many other parts of Ken-
ya,such as Western and the Coast. Just by
shaking hands.

Mr Odinga gave Ruto’s government the fi-

Together they might
have delivered a second
term for Mr Ruto by
winning the majority of
the votes...

Mutuma Mathiu | Politics

. ognise and join it - of course by “sending ex-
. perts”.Mr Odinga was President Ruto’s op-

. ponent in the election, he was also the com-
. plainant in the election petition at the Su-

. preme Court. When he recognised the Ken-
. ya Kwanza government, the last vestiges

. of resistance against the government col-

. lapsed. Those who had been saying “not my
. President, not my government“suddenly

. found themselves without a leg to stand on.
. Ifthe man who lost to the President had em-
. braced him, who are you, a mere bystand-

. er tocontinue holding off? The Broad-Based
: Government was a strong legitimising fac-

- tor for Kentya Kwanza and one of its bigger

. political victories.

For more than 30 years, Mr Odinga was the

: king of the streets. He represented a slum

- constituency for the longest time; he had

. networks in every poor neighbourhood and
. hecommanded the political champions of

- those spaces. He had an almost direct con-

. trol of the youth from these poorer neigh-

. bourhoods and they followed him into po-

+ litical battle with courage and no questions.
. After the 2017 election, I watched him per-

. sonally lead wave after wave of youths into

i the Namrobi central business district to pro-

: test what they said was theft of the election.
+ Mr Odinga had tremendous personal cour-

. age and political audacity Because of that he
. owned the streets of Nairobi and wasafor-
. midable political opponent.
nal coat of legitimacy when he agreed torec- :

Conwversely it 1s very difficult to have pro-

: tests in the streets of Nairobi without the in-
. volvement of the Odinga political systemin
: thecity,which is what the Gen Zs tried to do.
: By commutting to the other side, Mr Odin-

. ga’s system cleared the streets for the re-

. gime. Hardened youths from the slums with
. experiencein street combat and love for ac-

: tion not only faced the less experienced uni-
. versity students, but they contaminated the
. protests with“false flag™crime, especially at-
. tacks on businesses, clashes with the police

. and generally creating conditions that justi-
. fied atough crackdown by the regime - not

+ that much encouragement was needed for

+ that.In that way,in my opinion, the Odinga

- gystem in the city has kept the streets clear

. for the Kenya Kwanza government and kept
. 1t safe from the wrath of a population that

- 18 sometimes quite dissatisfied with regime

: policy and actions.

In Parliament, theoretically Kenya Kwan-

: za has the support of 179 MPs and Azimio

- 158.But this is a misleading, helicopter view.
. Up close,0DM's 89 members support the

: government, but Jubilee's and wiper's com-

bined 56,do not. Similarly, there are many

. MPs, especially from the Mt Kenya region,

. whoare in government in name only, their

: souls are in DCP. Theoretically,if ODM were

- toleave the government, then maybe Ken-

. yaKwanza could experience a mathemat-

. 1cal risk of a confidence vote, but with the

. kind of MPs there are, it is just wishful think-
- ing: this is the President’s Parliament, it will
. not sack him.

Finally Mr Odinga and Mr Ruto were some

- of the most talented and hardened cam-

. paigners in Kenyan politics today Togeth-

. erthey might have delivered a second term

. for Mr Ruto by winning the majority of the

. votes in the Rift Valley, North Eastern, Nyan-

. za, Western, the Coast region and a consider-
i able number in Nairobi. Without Mr Odinga,
. the President faces a grim re-election battle.

+ And it will take a tremendous amount of po-

hee violence to keep the streets clear.
Not all Raila orphans are in ODM.

. mutumamathiu@gmail.com
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Why are journalists missing the
boal as memoirs rule the day?

ourning former Premier Rai-
la Odinga last weekend, edi-
tor and book publisher John
Mwazemba recalled his

discussed a possible book project.

Inthe article titled “Raila’s memoir that nev-

er was”, published in the Saturday Nation on

October 18, Mr Mwazemba says he had hoped
to do the second volume of Odinga’s memaoirs, :

covering the period from 2013 to 2025, with
the working title The Flame Rekindled.

Odinga’s first volume of memoirs, The Flame
aof Freedom, written with his long-term associ-
. tion to the country, this should have been cap-
. tive truth”. Nobody will write about them-
: selves tolook bad.

ate journalist Sarah Elderkin,was published

in 2013, and covers key moments in hislifeup
- vice.Or,could it be that the Kenyan media

: does not celebrate the country’s heroes and
. disparage the villains enough?

to 2012. The sequel proposed by Mr Mwazem-
ba would have been a captivating read,con-
sidering the dramatic political events that
have ensued.

Kenyans have not seen a dull political mo-
ment since the 2013 elections. Odinga was
not just the constant; he authored and direct-
ed the script,then starred in the play Like The

flecting on these developments would have
been a sure best seller. The challenge now is
for Mr Mwazemba and others to rekindle the
flame.

This second volume would have added toa
growing list of Kenyan public figures’ autobi-
ographies and memoirs. This year alone, the
Daily Nation has serialised books by former
Attorney-General and Speaker of the Nation-
al Assembly Justin Bedan Muturi (The Fight
for Order),corporate leader and lawver Fran-

ister Marsden Herman Madoka (At the Ready)
and veteran public servant, corporate leader,
politician and lawyer Albert Ekirapa (Wings
of Ambition).

Many more individuals, in the public and
private sectors, have written and published
books.

What does this explosion of personally re-
leased biographies mean? On the one hand,
the autobiographies and memoirs are a wel-
come addition to our knowledge of our past,
a boost to the country’s literature and a doe-
umentation of hitherto uncaptured histo-
ry. However, they are also a disturbing indict-

ment of a trust deficit in journalism,as well as

amissed opportunity for senior journalists.
Some book critics have argued that not all

public figures need to write about themselves, 5

meeting with the icon earlier
in the year, during which they :

A major problem with
autobiographies and
memoirs is
they can never
be impartial

If their wish is to document their contribu-

tured by the media during their time in ser-

While most of the autobiographies are a joy

Their authors have mainly narrated what

Why do some of these people insjst crj'g_w;;ng

. ing books ,always at a great personialiegat, Ans 1
: cluding paying ghostwriters and printers? It
- seems like many public figures do not trust

. the media to capture their stories truthful-

. ly and comprehensively Some of those who
: have decided or desired to write their own

. stories say they feel hard done by the me-
cis Okomo Okello (Concert of Life), former min-
. of the story due to other prevailing influenc-

dia because it is unahle to listen to their side

. es on the media’s agenda. They wish to*set

. the record straight”on matters they were in-
. volved or linked to. Some want to“reveal the
+ secrets”surrounding events and develop-

. ments with which they were associated or

. witnessed.

A major problem with autobiographies and

: memoirs is that even the best-written ones
: cannever be impartial. Inconvenient truths
. will not be allowed to get in the way of a good
. story. Certainly, an autobiography of one of

2 z = L . the“Covid millionaires” or the architects of
Pamella Sittoni Public Edifor : the Goldenberg or the Anglo Leasing scan-
. dals, will not confess the subjects’guult. It wall

. instead strive to obliterate this from our col-

lective memory,or to feed us on the“alterna-

As happens in other parts of the world, se-

: nior Kenyan journalists owe the country bi-
; . ographies of public figures, Political and busi-
- toread, some have been a disappointment for :

. literary enthusiasts; hundreds of pages filled
. with publicly available archival text and pho-
: tographs.

Flame of Freedom, a book in Odinga’s words re- :
. has already been published in the media,

: with perhaps some additional information
. about their childhood and families.

ness reporters, who have not only covered

. these leaders but also interacted with them
. over along period, are best placed to write im-
. partially about them.

They would draw on thorough research,

5 their observations and conversations with
the leaders and those who worked and relat-
. ed tothem. This,combined with the journal-

would reignite Kenyans’

;:-; 5 fio t
) ﬂwfnm Hanﬁ B ouf litera-

iture

. Contact the Public Editorto raise ethical

. goncerns or request a review of published
. material. Reach out: Email: publiceditor@
ke.nationmedia.com. Mobile Number:
O7H978786. Twitter and linkedin:
PublicEditorNMG.

Raila Odinga,
chief guest
at a book
fair, shares a
light moment
with pupils at
the Oxford
University
Press stand.
Looking on is
OUP General
Manager,
John Mwa-
zemba (red
tia).

FILE I NATION

Al can end pain of costly construction

hen Moses . .
Kamaufinallyde- ©  Al-powered project
cided to build his *t s &
farnily home in MOnmormg catl
Murang’a, it was e lansnare T
bt it bt bI'IllE t AlSPATCICY
a beautiful chapter. He had saved for , ,
years,drawn up plans and hired a
contractor whglsaid thErI;j:Ese would
cost not more than Sh3 million. Sam ﬂmm‘
However, at the time the house was S uel W ike
almost complete, Kamau had spent Digital technology

close to Sh7 million. It was unbeliev-
able that an mnitial cost would double
by the end of the project!

Kamau's story reflects the frustra-
tion of Kenyans who embark on con-
struction projects with hope, only
to face inflated costs and poor work-

manship. At the heart of this is trans-
. parency and accurate data.

For decades, construction has oper-

. ated on trust and intuition. Contrac-
. tors make estimates based on expe-
- rience,not data; homeowners make

: payments based on faith, not proof.

: potential to revolutionise construc-

. tion. With the ability to analyse large

. sets of data, Al can help predict mate-
. rial requirements, flag suspicious esti-
. mates and forecast budget overruns.

: By studying previous projects and re-

. gional cost trends, Al can generate re-
: abstic,evidence-based budgets.

Al-powered project mﬂnitur'ing can

Contractors would benefit too. Clear

. This human-driven system leaves . digital records can help them plan

. room for error, misunderstanding . better. manage resources efficiently
- and exploitation. + and build stronger client trust.

: Artificial Intelligence (AI) has the : Of course, technology must be cou-

. pled with integrity, skilled over-

- sight and regulation. It can act as the

. guardrail that keeps projects on track
. and stakeholders honest.

Kenya's construction boom is not

slowing down yet families are paying
. far more than they should.It's time to
. embrace digital transformation.

A dream home should cost what it

should and not twice as much.

. MrWanyoike is Director, Smart Build
. Solutions. info@smartbuildsolutions.

- bring transparency to construction.

I_magme homeowners receiving re-

. al-time updates on progress, material

. deliveries and timelines and all this

. being backed by verifiable data. . co.ke

Pul on whatever makes
you feel festive, bring your

ﬁ‘lﬂ‘ﬂd"a and get l'c'ddy o

raise your glass

Sebastian Groth Fn::a-twal

Oktoberfest: A
toast of shared
traditions

hen you think of Germany,

the picture that often comes

to mind is people in leath-

er trousers, glant beer mugs

and brass bands playing.

That's Oktoberfest. What
began more than 200 years ago as a royal wed-
ding celebration in Munich has grown into the
world's largest folk festival. Despite its name,
Oktoberfest actually begins in September. Ger-
mans simply like to start the party early

On October 24 and 25, Nairobi Street Kitchen
will transform into a Bavarian-style beer garden
as the Delegation of German Industry and Com-
merce i Kenya brings Oktoberfest to Nairobi.
More elements of everyday German life have
found a home in Nairobi - and vice versa.

Craft beer has become a trend across Europe
—and Nairobi is catching on fast. A standout is
Crafty Chameleon, a beer garden in the west of
the city founded by a German-Kenyan entrepre-
neur. What makes it special isn't just the décor,
but the brewery itself: every beer is brewed on-
site with German ingredients.

Elsewhere in Nairobi, another German flavour
has arrived: a currywurst stand called Deter’s
Grill - Authentic German Wurst. Currywurst
—asliced sausage topped with a spiced ketch-
up-curry sauce - is a Berlin street-food classic. It
was for decades Germany’s most popular can-
teen dish until recently This German favourite
has found fans in Nairobi.

Across Germany, African restaurants are gain-
ing popularity Whether it's nyama choma,
chapati or sukuma wiki, the flavours travel well.

Clothing, too,tells stories. In Bavaria, people
proudly wear Lederhosen and Dirndl dresses
at festrvals —= not just as outfits but as symbols of
identity and heritage. In Kenya, Maasai shukas
and Samburu beadwork carry a similar weight:
they express belonging, history and pride.

Music is another bridge across continents. Tra-
ditional Bavarian brass bands may be a high-
light at Oktoberfest, but modern Germany is
Just as famous for its electronic music. Berlin's
techno beats have long conquered the world,
and now Nairobi’s club scene is picking up the
rhythm. DJs are blending electronic sounds
with Afro-fusion beats and local styles.

But music here is more than nightlife—it's a
tradition. Every year, the Kenya Music Festival
brings together students, celebrating cultural di-
versity through rhythm and performance. From
October 30 to November 8, a German Youth Or-
chestra will perform in Nairobi and Kisumnu,
connecting with Kenyan youngsters and mu-
sicians.On October 31, the Goethe-Institut will
host The Jam Concert, where three Kenyan ar-
tistes will take the stage,

Put on whatever makes you feel festive, bring
friends and get ready to raise your glass.Or as
we say in Germany — Prost! Join us for Oktober-
fest or one of the concerts and celebrate how cul-
tures meet, mix and make memories together.

Grothis the German Ambassadorto Kenya
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Letlers

THE CUTTING EDGE by THE WATCHMAN

Uphold patriotism. pgjiticians
should uphold and respect the Con-
stitution to foster patriotism in youth,
says John Mukiri.*Parents must be
careful about the comments they
make against the country, as chal-
dren can pick them up and develop
the wrong attitude. Even if what they
say may be true, they should not force
their personal views on the children.
Let’s boost patriotism.”His contact is
mukirijohn57@gmail.com.

. Humorous Raila- ODM found-

. ing leader Raila Odinga was a sea-

+ soned politician, but Dr Kennedy Mi-
. yoro Mochabo also loved his humor-
. ous side.Says he:“Ionce heard Ag-
. wambo giving the descriptions in flu-
:ent Kiswahili of the different names
. ofthe hairs growing in various parts
. of our bodies, starting with nywele.

. Can anyone explain why he did this?T :
: found it very interesting.”His contact
: 18 kmochabo@hotmail.com.

: Tel 0722765856.

. Power outage- pesidents of

: Ndori Village in Koguta, Upper Nyak-
+ach, Kisumu County, David Jasondu

. says,have been without electricity

. for several days after an electric pole
collapsed. The Kenya Power office at

. Katitois aware but no action has been
. taken."We were told technicians were
. handling emergencies in Bondo, the
late Raila’s hometown. How long will

+ we continue to suffer?”His contact is

Send an e-mail to the watchman@ke.nationmedia.com or write to The Watchman , POB 49010, Nairobi 00100

Free education: gq,cation, the

constitutional right of every Kenyan
child,and a social equaliser,should be :
free of charge, says David Yator. Edu-
cation Secretary Julius Ogamba's di-
rectives on school fees with reduced
capitation and poorly run schools, he
laments,are just hampering educa-
tion.“The late President Mwai Kiba-
ki proved that free education is pos-
sible.”His email address is davidya-
tor14@gmail.com.

. Rogue officers: goports on securi-
.ty officers engaging in crime are worry-
g Cate Makena.She poses:“How can

. safety be assured when police are the

+ thieves and hijackers? Even on the roads,
. bribery and extortion by these securi-

: ty officers are rampant. The government
. should improve the officers welfare with
. better remuneration and programmes

: to boost their incomes."Her contact is

+ katern301145@gmail.com. Have a se-

. cure day,won't you!

LETTERS
Kahiga talk risk fuelling ethnic division

Nyeri Governor Mutahi Kahiga's remarks that Jakom's pass-
ing is a blessing to the people of Mt Kenya are reckless and
insensitive, risking the alienation of communities and fuel-
ling unnecessary divisions. The National Cohesion and Inte-
gration Commuission (NCIC) and the Ethics and Anti-Corrup-
tion Commission should take swift action to ensure Mr Kahi-
ga and others making such utterances are held accountable.
These statements appear aimed at gaining political mileage
rather than promoting unity and must be condemned
Opiyo Oduwo, Kisumu

Why are our success cards still imported?

Once again, it is the season of exams, and as is tradifion, many
candidates will find themselves flooded with success cards. A
noble gesture indeed, though the downside is that most of the
success cards in the market — and indeed other types such
as wedding and birthday cards — are imported from China.
The less said about the grammatical shortcomings of many of
these cards, the better. The troubling question remains: has our
industrialisation sunk so low that we can no longer produce
such cards locally? To all the Grade Six, Grade Nine, and Form
Four candidates — all the best.

Tom Siambey, Kajiado County

Securily lessons rom Raila's send-oll

Last week’s send-off of former Prime Minister Raila Odinga
was a grand yet chaotic affair, marred by glaring security laps-
es and logistical hatches that tested Kenya's preparedness to
handle the passing of a national icon. While deeply emotional
and historic, the event exposed critical gaps in crowd control,
coordination and emergency response. As the nation reflects
on the farewell of one of its greatest leaders, authorities must
draw key lessons from the experience, Kenya needs stronger
security systems, better event planning, and tighter inter-agen-
cy coordination to ensure order and safety.

Peter Ojwang), Siaya

End strike to save university education

Education is power — the key to success —and this should
be understood by everyone, including those who have a]read'_i.r
made it in life. The ongoing lecturers strike in public universi-
ties, now in its sixth week, shows that education is not being
treated with the seriousness it deserves. Students are wasting
time and resources, with many resorting to unproductive ac-
tivities as learning remains at a standstill It 1s disheartening
that lecturers go unpaid while leaders continue to receive their
salaries and allowances on time.

Onyango Moffat, Rongo University

State should prioritise SGR extension

One of the anchor projects of the Kenya Kwanza govern-
ment, promised for delivery within its first term, is the exten-
sion of the Standard Gauge Railway (SGR) from Naivasha to
the Kenya-Uganda border at Malaba. The project. estimated
to cost over Sh600 billion, was expected to resume by the end
of this year. The completion of the SGR extension would have
far-reaching economic benefits while helping the govern-
ment tackle challenges such as unemployment and debt.
Opiyo Oduwo, Kisurmu.

Mail yourletters to: The Editor, Daily Nation,
PO.Box 49010, Nairobi 00100
or email mailbobox@ke. nationmedia.com
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Octobel 24 1934 E:I"i{f Cheruwﬂt Kotut is appointed E.‘heput:,,F Governor nf the Central Bank of
Kenya (CBK), replacing Ahmed Abdalla, who took up a post with the International Monetary Fund
in Washington, DC. Before his appointment, Mr Kotut had served as Managing Director of the Ken-
ya National Trading Corporation since 1979. Here, Mr Kotut is receiving an audiometer donation
from Dr Hironori Makino of San-in-Rosai Hospital, Japan, for hearing tests. compILED BY ANNIEL NJOKA

LETTER OF THE DAY
We deserve leaders who heal. not those who wound

Recent remarks by Nyeri Gov-
ernor Mutahi Kahiga, widely
seen as celebrating the death
of former Prime Minister Rai-
la Odinga, have rightly sparked
national outrage, Words car-
ry power,and when spoken by
leaders, they shape not only
public opinion but the nation’s
moral conscience. In moments
of grief or triumph, what lead-
ers say defines whowe areasa
people.

This 1s not the first time reck-
less speech from public figures
has scarred Kenya's soul. Time
and again, senior officials have
used their platforms to insult,

. divide, or inflame rather than

. unite. That anyone would treat

. tragedy as a political opportu-

. nity instead of a moment for re-
. flection is deeply troubling.

Kenya's political culture has

. grown dangerously tolerant

. of verbal impunity From trib-

. al shars to veiled threats, such

. rhetoric erodes our fragile co-

. hesion. The National Cohesion

:and Integration Commission

. must prove it 1s more than sym

- bolic — silence only emboldens
. those who mock decency,

Unchecked, such political

speech risks normalising ha-
tred as entertainment and cru-

. elty as courage, When leaders

. are cheered for their contempt,
. the nation drifts towards mor-

: aldecay.

. The ripple effect reaches

. schools, workplaces,and even

. homes, where intolerance slow-
. Iy becomes the language of ev-
:eryday life. What begins as care-

. seeds of real conflict.

: Citizens, too, must demand

- higher standards. Leadership is
- not applause at rallies but em-

. pathy,discipline,and respect

. —yirtues that matter most in

. mourning. Kenya cannot nor-

. malise arrogance among lead-

. ers while punishing ordinary
. citizens for less.

If the governor apologises, it

. must be more than a token act

. — it should spark honest reflec-
. tion across the political class.

. Our democracy will only ma-

. ture when empathy 1s seen as

+ strength and humility as a core
. lesstalk can,over time, plant the |

value of leadership.
Kenya deserves leaders who

. heal, not those who reopen

- wounds. Words can divide a na-

+ tion,or build bridges of reconcil-
. iation and hope, The choice lies

. with those entrusted to lead.

Joseph Katiku Kioko, Mai-

. robi

L STOPPED FOR
HAPPY HOUR

1T’ BPM.

THINGS WENT FROM
HAPPY TO HILARIOUS
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Counly News.

Floods
warning
Issued
for39
counties

BY ZEYNAE WANDATI

The Kenya Meteorological De-
partment has issued a heavy
rainfall warning for 39 coun-
ties, mcluding Nairobi, caution-
ing of possible flooding as the
October-November-Decem-
ber short rains intensify

According to the advisory,
rainfall affecting parts of the
Lake Victoria Basin, the Rift Val-
ley and the Highlands West of
the Rift Valley 1s expected to 1n-
tensify to more than 30mm in
24 hours and spread eastwards
to the Central Highlands, Nairo-
bi, and parts of the Southeast-
ern lowlands from Thursday.

Already, flooding has been
reported in Budalang’i, Busia
County, as heavy downpours
continue across western Ken-
ya. The department urged res-
1dents in affected areas to stay
alert, warning that “floodwa-
ters may appear even where it
has not rained heavily especial-
ly downstream.”

The alert has drawn public at-
tention to an apparent contra-
diction between the current
heavy rains and the depart-
ment’s earlier forecast predict-
ing depressed rainfall for much
of the country. The September
outlook projected below-aver-
age rainfall for the Northeast-
ern, Southeastern lowlands
and Coastal regions, while
parts of the western highlands
and Northwest were expected
to receive near to above-aver-
age rainfall,

Meteorologists attribute the
uneven rainfall distribution
lo oceanic patterns linked to
a developing negative Indian
Ocean Dipole (I0D), expected
to persist through November,
A negative 10D typically brings
drier-than-normal conditions
to East Africa, potentially sup-
pressing rainfall during the
short rains.

The department noted that
the short rains will likely be
poorly distributed both in time
and space—ample in the west
but patchy elsewhere. With a 60
per cent chance of La Nina con-
ditions developing by Decem-
ber,the weatherman said 1t will
continue to monitor oceanic
trends closely

. ¥ ;-l“ fhfﬁ-‘ I-'._ sil & -""‘-
i s 10 (] r T SIEE
m,i.g N
. uE . H

Rice farmers
in Kimorgo,
Taveta,
prepare their
fields on
February 4,
2020.FILE|
MNATION

BY LUCY MKANYIKA

griculture remains the back-

bone of Kenya's economy, sus-

taining millions of livelihoods.

Yet for rice farmers 1n Taveta,
Taita Taveta County,that promise has
long turned into frustration,

Despite cultivating thousands of
acres of land, most farmers say they
are yet to see meaningful returns
from their labourThey cite escalating
input costs, a rigid market structure,
and himited government support as
major obstacles undermining the
crop’s profitability.

Stalled construction

The situation has been worsened by
the stalled construction of a Sh45 mil-
lion rice milling plant, leaving hun-
dreds of farmers at the mercy of bro-
kers and middlemen.

Without a modern processing facil-
ity, Taveta's rice farmers are forced to
sell their paddy at rock-bottom pric-
es—sometimes as low as Sh40 per
kilogramme—to traders from Tan-
zania, Mwea, and Kisumu. The Tan-

Despite cultivating thousands of acres of land, most farmers
say they are yet to see meaningful returns from their labour

zanian buyers process, grade, and
package the rice across the border be-
fore re-exporting it to Kenya at high-
er prices, dominating local markets
while Kenyan farmers sink deeper in-
to losses.

Across Madarasani, Buruma, Majen-
go, Kimorigo, Patani Hill, and Marodo,
over 1,115 hectares of rice are culti-
vated twice a year, yielding about 35
bags of 90 kilogrammes per acre, 5till,
the returns remain dismal.

Production methods

Uswi Cooperative Rice Farmers As-
sociation chairperson Dishon Mzozo
said the National Cereals and Pro-
duce Board (NCPB) no longer oper-
ates a store in Taveta, forcing farmers
to transport their produce more than
100 kilometres to Voi.

“Brokers take advantage of our situ-
ation,” Mr Mzozo said.“They process
the rice in their factories and bring
it back to Kenya neatly packaged and
polished. We need training on better
production methods, from seedbed
preparation to harvesting,if we are to
compete fairly”

Brokers take advantage of
our situation. They process
the rice in their factories and
bring 1t back to Kenya neatly
packaged and polished.

Uswi Cooperative Rice Farmers
Association chairperson Dishon Mzozo

J))

Currently, the only functional mull-
ing machine in the region is a small
diesel-powered unit donated by the
Japanese government through JICA
in 2016.The ageing equipment, based
in Kimorigo, processes just three
tonnes a day and lacks the capacity to
grade or polish rice.

“It mixes whole and broken grains
and cannot polish them,” said Ste-
phen Mzirai, chairperson of the Kim-
origo Rice Farmers Association.“Most
of what we process here is for home
use because we cannot meet market
standards.”

Farmers also struggle to access in-
puts. Mr Mzirai said they often rely on
fertilisers and seeds from Tanzania

Crisis Without a modern factory, farmers are forced to sell their paddy at rock-bottom prices

Taveta rice farmers plagued by
stalled mill and cheap imports

and Voi, where they are cheaper and
more readily available.

“The county depot at Timbila main-
Iy stocks maize fertiliser, leaving us
with few options,” he said.“We buy
the Saro 5 rice variety from Tanzania
and urea fertiliser from Voi. Here in
Taveta, agrovets sell a bag at Shs,000,
yet the government price is Sh2,500.”

Most farmers still depend on man-
ual cultivation, making rice farming
labour-intensive and costly*We do all
the work, but the profits go to brokers
across the border”sand Mr Mzirai.“It's
disheartening.”

The farmers have appealed to both
the county and national govern-
ments to help them access reliable
markets, improve infrastructure, and
complete the stalled milling plant.

Privateinvestor

Mr Mzirai said the incomplete facili-
ty had raised hopes of breaking free
from years of exploitation.“Without
a modern plant to process and grade
our rice, we will remain dependent
on foreign traders,”he said.

County Executive for Agriculture
Dawson Mzenge said the county is
in the process of leasing the plant to
a private investor to make it opera-
tional.

“We have identified two investors—
one for the rice mill and another for
the banana plant,” he said.“We are fi-
nalising valuations and expressions
of interest before making the details
public.”®

Mr Mzenge added that the coun-
ty,in collaboration with the nation-
al government, is desilting irrigation
canals to expand rice production and
reduce flooding.

Grim reality

“Taveta has the potential to produce
much more rice,” he said.“The road
network has also improved. Previ-
ously, farmers could only access their
farms on foot or by motorcycle™

However, a visit to Taveta Market
along the Taveta-Holili border reveals
a grim reality: Tanzaman rice domi-
nates the shelves, prized for its aroma
and texture,

“We sell different brands, but the
Tanzanian kienyeji variety moves
fastest,”said trader Masdeen Mutua.

As local farmers count their loss-
es, the uncompleted mill stands as
a symbol of broken promises. Un-
less action is taken soon, Taveta's rice
erowers fear they will continue la-
bouring for others'gain while import-
ed brands rule their home markets.

Imkanyika@ke.nationmedia.com
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THE CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY
OF EASTERN AFRICA (CUEA)

“Consecrate them in the Truth”®

44™ GRADUATION CEREMONY

Together, you will fulfill your promise to society

MESSAGE FROM THE UNIVERSITY
CHANCELLOR

ne of our University’s aims at this

time 15 to continuously enhance our

image globally as a beacon of hope for

society. The hope society has for The

Catholic University of Eastern Africa
(CUEA) is for it to be a champion of val-
ue-based quality education.

CUEA teaches minds and informs the
actualisation of learners potential by ad-
ditionally injecting values to the education
offered to our students. We appreciate and
applaud the fact that our University frater-
nity have corporate appeal. This has kept
them active in their respective industries of
specialisation. For example, a good number
of our faculty and senior administrators are
consulting for other institutions and com-
panies. This anchors our education to the
job markel, which keeps our programmes
marketable.

As a University, we also embrace our
Catholic Identity by accommodating the
needy. Through our charitable scholarship
programme — the Cardinal Otunga Memo-
rial Scholarship Fund - we are able to sup-
port a good number of our needy students
by ensuring they are able to complete their
studies irrespective of fee arrears. This Me-
morial Scholarship Fund raises its funds
from the University’s staff, operational part-
ners and friends. The fund stands as a testa-
ment to our commitment as a University to

Pilgrims of Hope to

MESSAGE FROM THE RECTOR/VICE
CHANCELLOR

UEA's 44th Graduation Ceremony is
themed ‘Pilgrims of Hope: Consecrat-
ed to Transform Nations through In-
novative Education’.

In CUEA. we focus on student-cen-
tered learning. The CUEA fraternity are the
models and companions of our students
as Pilgrims of Hope. This is because before
transitioning to Heaven, our students, who
have Catholic values instilled in them, must
transform into value-based professionals.
This is their vehicle to personal satisfaction,
innovation and contribution to the pro-
gress of societies.

The professionalism lived by our gradu-
ates is unleashed to the nations as a trans-
formative impetus to the world; and thus,
the wvalue-based professionalism CUEA's
Alumni acquired from their Alma Mater is
shared with the world.

CUEA is on her growth trajectory. We have
developed market and growth-driven pro-
grammes. We have purchased more land
:.'I.LL]cl_f_tLl'lt to us, on which we shall build
the College of Health Sciences and a re-
search-based health facility for our people
in the AMECEA region and bevond.

Presently, we are constructing a new tui-
tion facility, as we ready ourselves to receive
the first cohort of the Competence Based
Curriculum and Education in 2029. This
requires serious curriculum and resource
preparedness to effectively mount the pro-
grammes that will take the country to the
next level of growth and socio-economic
progress, by creating innovators and ethi-

H.E. Rt. Rev. Ehar'lsa Kasonde.

be a beacon for society’s Pilgrims of Hope,
especially in education. Initiatives such us
the Cardinal Otunga Memorial Scholarship
Fund help us in fulfilling our vision,
CUEA’s Vision is to empower people (o be-
come ethical leaders for Church and Soci-
ety This is both for our students and staff.
The promuse we give our students 1s Lthat we
will mould them to be ethical leaders for
the Church and society. As I have insinuat-
ed earlier, we do this by inculcating CUEA’s
Core Values to our students academically
and through extracurricular me-:hmu;nm
This 1s what separates CUEA fromi ather i)
versities in our region. It is also what sepa-
rates graduates of CUEA from their counter-

parts from other universities. Our Graduates
should embrace this unique attribute which
they have acquired from CUEA, thal is, their
formation as champions of values.

The formation that our Graduates have
undergzone in CUEA is what [é',ix-'E'- them the
ability to fulfil what society is hopeful they
will fulfill, which is to be ethical leaders for
our Church and the society as a whole. And
as we look to our graduates to shine bright
as they showcase what CUEA stands for,
we ask them to be their brother’s keeper.
Today, people in society are going through
myriad challenges socially, financially and
even 1 relation to their faith. It is pertinent
for us to hold each other’s hand as we nav-
igate the world. Our Graduates should once
in a while check up on their classmate and
ask them how they are doing. Checking on
their friends and classmates will help in
reducing cases of acute stress, which leads
to health ailments that may end up being
fatal. Cases of suicide have seen an unprec-
edented increase in Kenya. Checking on
one’s classmates will also help reduce cas-
es of many losing their faith as a result of
worldly influences.

Congratulations to our Graduates on your
academic and professional achievement. As
vou go into the world, remember that you
too are Pilgrims of Hope. Therefore, [ ask
vou all to gome dogether in prayer.

) [ Wagiead bless ouf gfadiidtesldnd may
He as“well bless The Catholic University of
Eastern Africa.

a society deprived of values

Very HE.\.r Pruf St&rphan M. MNgari.

cal, value-based leaders.

The world today is facing the brunt of
rampant corruption, unchecked socio-eco-
nomic inequalities. and unprecedented
distortion of morality. Those who graduate
from CUEA must fulfil what their status as
CUEA Graduates promises, which is being
champions of value-based professionalism
and ethical models. This is because the so-
ciety is hopeful that the coming generation
will rejuvenate the world that faces these
unprecedented challenges. That makes our
Graduates the vehicles of hope to bring as-
surance o the world.

In Brian Cagneey’s summary of leader-
ship requirements, he states: “The first
lonw of leadership is thal your foundation
is built through integrity, character, and
lrust.”

CUEA’s mandate 15 to inculcate values,
high level academic rigor, innovative intel-
lectual culture and transforming services.

These variables and lived traits create op-
portunities for Lthe society iself in regards
to self-sustainability, keeping faith in God
and living honourable lives.

In CUEA, the wind beneath the wings that
lift our students to heights of value-based
professionalism are the lecturers and staft
of our University. We the staff must see our-
selves as the primary catalyst of our stu-
dents” academic and professional growth.
We are self-driven to teach through the
tools accorded to us as a University, and
through the examples and modelling, we
showcase in our everyday lives. Our task
to the students is to mould them with the
right skills and dispositions. The recogni-
tion of this task is the paradigm change that
affects modern university education,

The emphasis of instilling values on the
education that we offer to our students is
pertinent to modern university studies,
Universities are the final training grounds
for the world's future leaders. Leadership
without honesty and integrity leads to
abuse ol power. This 15 why Values need Lo
be inculeated in our students.

The world today is in need of value-based
leadership professionally, socially and aca-
demically. This 1s the world our Graduates
are stepping into. They are the hope of soci-
ety, and with the skills and formation they
have acquired from CUEA, 1 am sure that
our Graduates are up to the task of fulfilling
the promise they are as CUEA Graduates.

Congratulations to our Graduating Class
of 2025 on their achievement. As you go
forth into the world of work and innova-
tion, may God lead yvou to greater heights of
self-actualisation.

Theme: ‘Pilgrims of Hope: Consecrated to Transform Nations through Innovative Education’

Forging ahead in the pursuit
ﬂfiﬂthiical.'Empuw_g;rmgnt

MESSAGE FROM THE
CHAIRMAN, UNIVERSITY
COUNCIL

Today, we congregate as Pil-
grims of Hope who are tasked
with and aspire to transform
nations of the world through
providing innovaltive quality
education to society.

As the University Council,
our primary role is to give
assurance that The Catholic
University of Eastern Africa
(CUEA) abides by its Mission,
Vision, and Purpose State-
ment. which all centre on
empowering our students and
staff to become ethical leaders
for the Church and society.

The Council has, and contin-
ues o work towards ensuring
that CUEA has the required
human resource and infra-
structure to offer quahty ed-
ucation to our students. CUEA
has successfully made itself
self-sustaining, implemented
an all-encompassing Enter-
prise Resource Planning In-
formation System, and 1s now
focusing on growth. This has
been made possible by the
implementation of our 2018-
2030 University Strategic Plan.

At this time, our Universi-
ty is focusing on growth. We
have purchased eight and
a half acres of land, and we
have commenced a project
to construct an ultra-modern
block of lecture halls within
our Main Campus here in Lan-
sala, Nairobi. These achieve-
ments have been met despite
the current challenging uni-
versity education sector in
Kenya. The introduction of a
new university funding mod-
¢l and the delayed capitation
for Government-Sponsored
Students over the years by the
Government of Kenya, has led
to our delay in reaching cer-
tain milestones of the Univer-
sity strategy.

In spite of the unfavourable
conditions facing Kenva's uni-
versity sector, we have ded-
icated ourselves to working
with the Government of Ken-
ya, all other governments in
the AMECEA Region, and our
fellow universities, to assure
sustainability and continuous
improvement of the quality of
university education in Kenya
and the AMECEA Region. We
are also committed to creat-
mg a conducive academic
environment that allows our
students, staff and society as
a whole, to be innovative as
they delve into research and
knowledge generation.

%) 0701617842/0709691000 'r‘i‘] study@cuea.edu &) www.cuea.edu

Rt. Rev. Mark Kadima
Wamukoya.

The uniqueness of research
and innovation that is formu-
lated in CUEA actualises its in-
tended purpose. This purpose
15 to provide research findings
that have high impact solu-
tions to societal problems. As
such, when implemented, the
solutions bring about positive
change to society under the
banner of community ser-
vice, As we continue to work
towards sustaining and im-
proving the guality of educa-
tion that our graduates have
received for the last several
yvears here in CUEA, we ask
that they join us in our never
ending venture o make sure
our University continuously
impacts society. Our graduates
can join this quest by:

» Being dedicated and wval-
ue-driven as they offer
specialised services to all,
be it professionally or aca-
demically. Their success is
CUEA's success.

« Mentoring CUEA students,
which will enable them to
follow their footsteps and
prosper in Ltheir academic
and professional careers.

e Supporting CUEA in
whichever way they can
to make sure that we con-
tinue to fulfil our mission,
vision and purpose.

Congratulations to our gradu-
ates on their graduation. May
they always be champions
of an AMECEA Region that
vearns for and seeks to be-
come a society that is guided
and driven by values.

May God bless our Gradu-
ates, their future aspirations,
and may He bless us all.
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“Consecrate them in the Truth”

44" GRADUATION CEREMONY

We are releasing more than 3,/00 principled graduates

MESSAGE FROM THE DVC
ACADEMIC AND STUDENT
AFFAIRS

oday marks vet another signif-

icant moment as we celebrate

the 44th Graduation Ceremony,

just a year after marking the

University’s  40th  Anniversary.
May 1 take this opportunity to most
sincerely congratulate the 2024/2025
class that graduates today. for success-
fully completing their studies at vari-
ous levels. This year, we have a total
of 3,745 graduands who range from
certificate, diploma, undergraduate,
postgraduate diploma, masters and
PhD. Indeed. we have over 70 PhDs
graduating today.

Dear granduands, we want to really
appreciate you for the commitment
and resilience that you demonstrated
during your academic journey, which

Prof Justus M Munynku

has finally made vou be enlisted for
grarlualmn today. This 1s indeed a
great and memorable day, not just
for you, but for your parents, guardi-
ans, and ourselves as well. It opens a
new chapter in vour lives, with many
new challenges and opportunities. In
line with the 44th Graduation theme:

‘Pilgrims of Hope: Consecrated to
Transform Nations through Innova-
tive Education’, we are reminded that
we are on a journey that is driven by
hope. This is what the Catholic Uni-
versity has been preparing for, and
we have a strong belief that as you go
oul, vou are going to use the skills and
knowledge that vou have accumulat-
ed during your studies Lo positively
transform society.

The Catholic University prepares
students with a focus on values,
knowing just too well that mere aca-
demic qualifications without strong
moral and spiritual wvalues is not
enough. Our motto - ‘Consecrate
them in the truth’ - must continue to
be vour guiding principle at all times.
Go out and be true disciples of truth,
standing for the truth no matter the
cost. You have been consecrated in the
truth during your academic journey

Graduation as a Pilgrimage of Purpose

MESSAGE FROM THE DVC
RESEARCH, INNOVATION,
ADVANCEMENT

& DEVELOPMENT

oday, our hearts are full of grat-

itude, our souls are dancing for

joy, our faces are beaming with

smiles, as we adorn our bodies

with the best and step out to cel-
chrate the 44th Graduation Ceremony
of The Catholic University of Eastern
Africa (CUEA).

This ceremony has come al a time
when CUEA has just imsbtuted the
Office of the Deputy Vice-Chancellor
for Research, Innovation. Advance-
ment, and Development (DVC-RIAD)
in a bold and visionary stride toward
aligning higher education with both
national and international aspira-
tions. At the core of CUEA'S mission
is a commitment to excellence in
research, teaching and communi-
ty service, thus the creation of the
DVC-RIAD completes the picture with
respect to the mission of CUEA. This
historic transformation signals a piv-
otal moment, not only for the Univer-
sity but for the broader African high-

CUEA Graduands at reh EEEEﬂE

Prof. Damian M. Maingi.

er education landscape. It reaffirms
CUEA's deep-rooted commitment to
its identity as an institution grounded
not only in academic excellence, but
in moral purpose and impactful soci-
ctal contribution. Today, universities
must become dynamic catalysts for
ethical leadership, inclusive develop-
ment, and sustainable social transfor-
mation through research and mnova-
tion. They must also link and partner
with the industry and governments
to advance, develop and contribute to
society at large.

The estabhishment of the DVC-RIAD

» peflfets . firmy cahumftmﬂ ihiat graps- =
formmative edueation” IS inseparible

from rigorous, relevant, and ethical-
ly guided research and innovation.
It recognises that innovation when
driven by moral clarity and empirical
rigor, holds the power to reimagine
communities, reshape institutions,
and regenerate the soul of a nation,
Through this new office, CUEA has
restructured its research ecosystem
to meet complex global and local re-
alities, from rapid technological shifts
and climate change, to governance
challenges, health crises, educational
reform, and interfaith dialogue.

As CUEA steps boldly into this new
chapter,the DVC-RIAD stands as a bea-
con of possibility demonstrating what
can be achieved when academic rigor
intersects with moral vision. This of-
fice embodies the University’s refus-
al to remain static amid change and
asserts that education infused with
faith, ethics, and action can indeed
transform nations. In a world rife with
division, misinformation, and despair,
CUEA's Pilgrimage of Hope lights a
path forward, inviting institutions,

at this University, and it is our hope
that vou will continue to practise that
which you have learnt.

As you graduate, remember that a
lot is expected of vou, not just by vour
family, but by society at large, As you
try to satisfy vour family as well as
societal expectations, always start by
mapping your own journey and your
own life expectations, by setting real-
istic and achievable goals in life. The
world 1s increasingly becoming more
and more competitive, and yvou have
to find a niche for yourself within it.
Technological advances have made
the world a global village where dis-
tances in time and space have been
reduced significantly You should
therefore look for opportunities not
just locally, but also globally wherever
they are.

May 1 once again wish you all the
best in your future endeavours,

scholars, and communities to walk
together not only towards knowledge
but towards wisdom, justice, and the
renewal of the human spirit.

(. this momentous occasion, the

-Lﬁ'ﬁ::e of the DVC-RIAD extends its

warmest congratulations to the 2025
eracdluating class of CUEA. This day
marks not only the culmination of
your academic journey but also the
beginning of a sacred mlgrimage
— a journey defined by purpose, ser-
vice, and the transformative power
of hope, At CUEA, you have not sim-
ply acquired degrees; vou have un-
dergone an intellectual, moral, and
spirifual transformation. You have
heen equipped with tools for critical
thinking, inspired to pursue truth,
and called o lead with compassion.

GGraduation, in this light, 1s not an
ending, but a powerful new begin-
ning. It is a launching point for you to
find meaning, purpose and fulfilment
in life as researchers, innovators, edu-
cators, and change makers.

(z0 forth boldly, lead with conscience,
research and innovate with empathy,
and never forget that your education
was entrusted to you for the sake of
others

Congratulations! May vour pilgrim-
age be one of enduring impact.

Theme: ‘Pilgrims of Hope: Consecrated to Transform Nations through Innovative Education’

Over 40 years of
faith, excellence,
and transformative
Service

The Catholic University of Eastern Africa
(CUEA) proudly celebrates its 44th Grad-
uation Ceremony, marking over 40 years
of unwavering commitment to fath,
excellence, and service to humanity, As
a leading institution of higher learning,
CUEA continues to transform lives across
Africa by nurturing ethical, mnovative,
and service-driven leaders who embody
the values of truth, integrity, and hope.

This year has been one of remarkable
achievements across all facets of uni-
versity life. In community service, CUEA
emerged the overall winner in the ter-
tiary and higher education category dur-
ing the maugural Road Safety Awards or-
ganised by the Automobile Association
(AA) of Kenya. This recognition affirms
the University’s leadership in promoting
road safety awareness through educa-
tion and outreach programmes led by
both staff and students at the Langata
and Gaba (Eldoret) campuses.

Bevond the classroom, CUEA continues
to shine in sports and extracurricular ex-
cellence. The University’s celebrated rug-
by team, the CUEA Monks, has upheld
its winning tradition in national tour-
naments, while the netball and soccer
teams have also brought home cham-
pionship titles. CUEA's prowess extends
to intellectual sports too, with its chess
team recording stellar performances in
regional and East African tournaments.

The Learning Resource Centre (LRC)
Auditorium has equally positioned
CUEA as a hub of academic dialogue and
continental collaboration, hosting inter-
national conferences and high-profile
events such as the Africa Business Expo
2025 and several major gatherings by the
Kenya Conference of Catholic Bishops
(KCCB). Reflecting on these milestones,
Dr Gitonga Muriithi, Head of Communi-
calions, Marketing and Student Recruit-
ment, reaffirmed CUEAs holistic ap-
proach to education. “At CUEA, we go be-
yvond academics. We empower students
through community engagement, sports,
and innovation, ensuring they graduate
as agents of change in society”

Dr Muriithi also emphasised the insfi-
tution’s focus on student welfare, mental
health, and sustainability, aligning with
global Sustamable Development Goals
(SDGs) and reinforcing CUEAS role as
a thoughl leader in ethical and wval-
ues-based education.

As the University celebrates its 44th
Graduation Ceremony, it remains stead-
fast in its mission to form conscientious
leaders for Africa and the world. guided
by the spirit of faith, truth, and service
that has defined its over 40-vear journey
of excellence and transformation.

Congratulations

to the Class of
2025




22

DAILY NATION FRIDAY, OCTOEER 24, 2025

County News

Relief for motorists as Sh100m set aside to upgrade road

BY STANLEYNGOTHO

Residents and motorists using the Kitengela—0ld Na-
manga Road have a reason to smile after the Kenya
Urban Roads Authority (Kura) allocated an addition-
al Shioo million for its rehabilitation.

The new funds will cover an extra two kilometres
of the nine-kilometre bypass, which starts at Kitenge-
la town, passes through residential areas, and con-
nects to the Namanga Highway near the Masai Flow-
ers farm. The road, long described by locals as a key
economic lifeline, has been in a poor state for years.

In March 2024, Kura set aside Sh&4 million to up-
grade the first kilometre of the road to bitumen
standard and rehahilitate the remaining stretch.

Later in the year, another allocation was made for a
second kalometre.

The latest funding, released last week, will extend
the tarmac section to Milimani Police Post.

“This 1s a positive gesture. We plead with the govern-
ment to fund the remaining stretch. We have suffered
for many years,”said resident Gerald Kimani. Kajia-
do East MP Kakuta Maimai welcomed the develop-
ment,saying the project was long overdue and the re-

sult of sustained lobbying. “We have agreed with the
contractor to engage local youths as casual labourers.
Once completed, this road will spur economic activi-
ty and ease congestion along the Namanga Highway,”
he said. The road, once part of the Namanga Highway
inthe 1970s and 1980s, was transferred from the Ken-
ya National Highways Authority (Kenha) to the Ken-
va Rural Roads Authority (Kerra) after a re-routing.
It now falls under Kura's jurisdiction—a matter that
has often frustrated residents seeking maintenance.
Locals say the bypass will help decongest Kitenge-
la town and improve connectivity to nearby areas,

including Ongata Rongai. In addition, Kerra has ear-
marked the construction of two service lanes from
Kitengela Bus Terminus to the Savannah Cement fac-
tory on both sides of the Namanga Highway to ease
evenmg traffic jams.

Kenha has also allocated funds to build two pedes-
trian bridges—one near the Kitengela Police Station
and another at the Rubis petrol station—to enhance
safety in the busy township."At least Kitengela is now
enjoying the benefits of government attention. We
will continue working with the administration for
more development "said the MP.

Rising cases spark alarm Mwenda’s death adds to a growing number of drowning incidents in Lamu in the recent past

Tragedy strikes
as teen drowns
on trip to coast

For18-year-old Boaz Mwenda, the
trip to Lamu was meant to be a

joyful reunion with family and a first

glimpse of the beauty of the coast.
Instead, it ended in heartbreak.

BY KALUME KAZUNGU

hat began as a joyful visit

to the Coast for 18-year-old

Boaz Mwenda from Lare, Me-

ru County, ended in tragedy
when he drowned while swimming
at Shella Beach in Lamu Island.

Mwenda, who had travelled 450
kilometres to visit his elder brother
and cousins, was in Lamu for the first
time and was due to return home
the following week. But days later,
he would indeed make the journey
back—this time in a coffin.

On Sunday morning, Mwenda left
his brother’s rented house in Lan-
goni, Lamu Town, accompanied by
three friends.

Initially bound for church, the
group changed their plans and de-
cided to go swimming at Shella
Beach, a popular spot among locals
and visitors. [t was there that Mwen-
da’s life was tragically cut short after
being swept away by strong tides.

What followed was a disturbing
twist. Mwenda's companions did not

It's painful that Mwenda will return to
Meru inacoffin. We urge authorities to

station officers onthe beaches to monitor

swimmers. Many drownings occur
because of lax control.

Victim's cousin, Mr Charles Kaberia

EXPLAINER _ _ . & .

Timeline of events
Sunday, October19:

Boaz Mwenda, 18, leaves his
brother's house in Lango-
ni, Lamu Town, with three
friends. They abandon plans
to attend church and go
swimming at Shella Beach,
where Mwenda is swept

away by strong tides.

Monday, October 20:
Mwenda’s family grows an-
xious after he fails to return
home. His friends remain si-
lent about the incident.

Tuesday, October 21:

The three friends admit
Mwenda drowned while
swimming. Police arrest
them for questioning and file
amissing person’s report at
Lamu Central Police Station.

Wednesday, October 22:
A multi-agency search team
recovers Mwenda's decom-
posing body near Takwa
Ruins on Lamu Island.

Thursday, October 23:

The body is transferred to
Malindi Sub-County Hospi-
tal for postmortem examina-
tion as the family prepares to
transport it home to Meru.

immediately report his disappear-
ance. For two days, they remained si-
lent, even as his brother and neigh-
bours began to raise alarm over his
absence. On Tuesday, after intense
questioning, the three friends re-
vealed that Mwenda had drowned
on Sunday while swimming.

They said they had panicked and

did not know how to break the news.

Police at Lamu Central Police Sta-
tion arrested the trio to assist with in-

The boat carrying the body of Boaz Mwenda (inset) arrives at the King Fahd Hospital jetty on Wednesday. Boaz
drowned while swimming at Kona ya Shella Beach last Sunday. PHOTOS | KALUME KAZUNGU | NATION

vestigations and filed a missing per-
son’s report. A multi-agency search
and rescue operation was launched,
led by officers from the Kenya Coast
(Guard Service, Kenya Maritime Au-
thority (KMA}, Kenya Red Cross 5o-
ciety, and the Lamu County Disaster
and Rescue Team, alongside local di-
vers, After nearly two days of search-
ing the Indian Ocean around Shel-
la, Manda, Ras Kitau and Takwa are-
as, the grim discovery was made. On
Wednesday evening, Mwenda’s de-
composing body was found floating
near the Takwa Ruins.

Lamu County Search and Rescue
Team leader Mohamed Musa con-
firmed the recovery “We received a
call from fishermen who had spotted
a body near Takwa Ruins. Mwenda's
family members were present dur-
ing the recovery and identified the
body"said Mr Musa.

The body was taken to the Mpeke-
toni Hospital morgue before being
transferred to the Malindi Sub-Coun-
ty Hospital mortuary for a postmor-

tem scheduled for Thursday

Mr Musa warned visitors against
swimming in unmonitored areas
known for strong tides, including
Kona ya Shella, Ras Kitau, Kitangani,
and Wiyoni,

“We will intensify patrols in these
areas, but people must also take pre-
cautions. Avoid swimming in deep,
turbulent waters.”he said.

Grieving relatives described Mwen-
da as a disciplined and cheerful
young man. His cousin, Charles Ka-
beria,said the family was devastated.

“It’s painful that Mwenda will re-
turn to Meru in a coffin. We urge au-
thorities to station officers on the
beaches to monitor swimmers. Many
drownings occur because of lax con-
trol,”said Mr Kaberia.

Another relative, 51las Kimatha,

faulted Mwenda’s friends for failing
to raise the alarm promptly.

“Had they reported immediate-
ly, there was a chance he could have
been saved,"he said,

Jacob Muroki, spokesperson for the

Meru community in Lamu, called on
the government to deploy dedicated
search and rescue teams equipped
with fast boats to respond swiftly to
S€a emergencies.

“Quick intervention can save lives,
We are losing too many people to the
sea.” he said.

Mwenda's death adds to a growing
number of drowning incidents in La-
mu. Earlier this month, a Kenya De-
fence Forces soldier, 35-year-old Mo-
hamed Bakar:1 Athman, died after
his fishing boat capsized in Mkokoni,
Lamu East. His body was recovered
from the Indian Ocean near the Mbe-
lezoni-Kacha Channel.

A month earlier, two fishermen—a
father and son—also perished when
their vessel capsized in the Pezali ar-
ea near Pate [sland.

In April, three members of a church
yvouth group from Hongwe in Mpeke-
toni drowned at Shella Beach during
a retreat.

skazungu@ke.nationmedia.com
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CELEBRATING SILVER JUBILEE & LAUNCH OF UWS PLAZA

Proud of UWS for attaining yet another big milestone

MESSAGE BY HON. DR FCPA
WYCLIFFE A. OPARANYA, EGH,
CABINET SECRETARY, MINISTRY
OF COOPERATIVES AND MSMEs

DEVELOPMENT

am dehghted to jon fellow Co-opera-
tors in congratulating United Winners
Deposit-Taking Sacco during 1its 25-year
anniversary celebrations and the launch
of UWS Plaza. The cooperative fraternity
takes pride in United Winners Sacco’s jour-
ney of transforming the lives of its members
through innovative and member-focused fi-

nancial solutions.

The Sacco was originally registered in 200
as Umoja Wendani Savings and Credit So-
ciety, to cater for financial needs of PCEA
Umaoja Wendani fraternity in Nairobi. With
time and in line with its strategic objectives,
it rebranded and is now identified with a
name that reflects the Sacco’s dedication to
unity and success. Its focus s now to posi-
tion themselves as the most reliable cooper-

ative financial partner.

The Sacco continues to grow as evidenced
by a very huge membership base and an
ever growing clientele. Through prudent
mobilisation of resources and good custom-

er care, United Winners Sacco is the go-to
place for quality financial services.

In 2024, the Sacco launched a Front Office
Service Activity (FOSA) after obtaining a li-
cense from the Sacco Societies Regulatory
Authority (SASRA). This enabled it to offer
deposil-laking business, where members
and customers can access efficient and af-

fordable credit to meet their financial needs.

My Ministry remains committed to pro-
viding an enabling environment through
policy. legal, and nstitutional reforms to
advance Lhe co-operalive movemenl. The
leadership of the cooperative movement is

implored to continue promoting innovative,

commercially oriented, and efficient finan-
cial and other member services to enhance
our visibility at local, regional, and interna-
lional levels.

Together, we will ultimately drive the
co-operative movement forward for a pros-
perous Mulure.

Long live United Winners DT Sacco. Long
live the Cooperative Movement.

CONGRATULATORY MESSAGE BY

PATRICK KILEMI, CBES,

PRINCIPAL

SECRETARY, STATE DEPARTMENT

FOR CO-OPERATIVES

take this opportunity to congratulate Unit-

ed Winners Sacco Society during this auspi-

cious occasion of thelir 25 years anniversary
and launching of the UWS Plaza.

Since inception 25 vears ago, the Society has
been on a positive growth path in the pro-
vision of a wide range of financial products
and services 1o ils members, for socio-eco-
nomic empowerment. It has carved a special
niche in providing focused financial services
and solutions o a wide range of clienls, who
include mdividuals, small and medium en-
terprises, corporate organisations, learning
institutions, religious organisations, and oth-

€r Service providers across various economic
sectors. Today’s event marks yet another sig-
nificant milestone for the Society, and this 1s
highly commendable.

Success In the co-operative movement and
for Saccos in particular continues to hinge on
the innovativeness of the leadership, respon-
siveness to new and emerging customer pro-

g files,and their willingness to modernise their
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sifies inddels by embracing international

st practices. This enables them to remain
relevant and also be able to retain their mar-
ket share in the highly competitive financial
sector.

As we witness this celebration by United
Winners Sacco, [ call upon the leadership
of the co-operative movement to continue
being guided by prudent business and com-
mercial practices that have a reflection on
member’s aspirations seared towards growth
and development,

Congratulations United Winners,

Ushirika ni usitawi

CELEGRATING

UHIET

Way to go, UWS!

MESSAGE BY H.E HON SAKAJA
ARTHUR JOHNSON, CBS, EGH,
GOVERNOR, NAIROBI COUNTY

t is an honour to join you in celebrat-
ing the United Winners Deposit Tak-
ing Sacco (UWS) Silver Jubilee.
Over the past 25 years, UWS has
shown how faith and focused com-
munity action can become a vital stabi-
lising force in Nairobi. Your success goes
beyond financial growth. It is reflected
in the countless lives uplifted through
access to credit, savings and mvestment
opportunities, including supporting ed-
ucation. business expansion and home
ownership, among others. You have em-
powered many Nairobi families.

By becoming a Deposit-Taking Sacco,
yvou have reinforced your commitment
to integrity, prudence, and compliance,
ensuring members’ savings remain safe
while strengthening our County’s finan-
cial ecosystem.

The new UWS Plaza stands as a bold
symbol of what co-operative unity can
achieve in urban development. Nairobi
County is proud to partner with UWS in
advancing inclusive prosperity.

Congratulations on this remarkable
milestone. May the next 25 vears bring
even greater impact.
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Harambee Co-operative Plaza, Ground , -
tst, 2nd, 3rd and 4th Floor,

Haile Selassie Avenue: Uhuru Highway Round-about

PO Box 47813-00100 (GPQ), Mairobi - Kenya,

& EARN A GUARANTEED
RETURN OF 15% FOR 5 YEARS.

It’s Exciting & Affordable .
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HARAMBEE DT SACCO SHARES

BENEFITS OF BUYING SHARES
TO THE MEMBERS

» Improved Return on Investment (Dividends and
interest on Deposits)

» Investment for your future with a real potential for
capital appreciation.

« Lifetime investment with guaranteed returns.

« Participation in the ownership of a stable and steadily

growing financial institution.

Easy, convenient, and secure access to SACCO services

and products.
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MESSAGE BY DAVID OBONYO,
MBS, COMMISSIONER FOR CO-
OPERATIVE DEVELOPMENT

2)

jomn the co-operative fraternity to congrat-

ulate United Winners Sacco as they mark

25 years of existence and as they officially

launch UWS Plaza. This is indeed a signifi-
cant milestone for the Sacco.

The Sacco has recorded tremendous growth
since its inception in 2001 as Umoja Wendani
Sacco. Later it rebranded and opened its com-
mon bond to include members from other
institutions. The Sacco has now obtained a
license from Sacco Societies Regulatory Au-
thority (SASRA) to undertake Front Office
Service Activity (FOSA). By graduating to a
regulatory regime, the Sacco’s credibility was
enhanced.

United Winners has effectively achieved
diversification and financial inclusion by tar-
geting members in the formal and informal
sector. It has continued to economically em-
power ils members by providing affordable
credit and other value-added financial ser-
vices. This resonates well with the Govern-
ment Policy of promoting financial inclusion,
outreach and access for the majority of the
population to participate in the formal mar-
ket economy.

As a co-operative family, we wish United
Winners Sacco continued prosperity in its
srowth journey,

Hongera !

CELEBRATINGSILVER JUBILEE & LAUNCH OF UWS PLAZA

United Winners Sacco thrives:
‘Built by Members, Powered by Unity

MESSAGE BY MR KENNETH
NGOTHO, CHAIRMAN,
UNITED WINNERS DT SACCO

am filled with immense grati-
tude as we celebrate 25 years of
United Winners DT Sacco (UWS).

This momentous Silver Jubilee

15 a journey defined not just by
time, but by faith, unity, and shared
destiny. From a modest idea in the
vear 2000 shared by our 11 found-
ing members, UWS has grown into
a highly trusted financial institu-
lion that continues to uplift lives,
empower families, and strengthen
communities across Kenya and be-
yond.

We started as Umoja Wendani
Sacco, and we have remained true
to our original co-operative pur-
pose - people coming together to
achieve what they could not accom-
plish alone. UWS has always been,
and continues to be, a community
of shared progress. Through our af-

fordable credit, savings. Alid-inveRid

ment solutions, countless members
have secured their children’s edu-
cation, built homes, expanded busi-
nesses, and realised dreams that
once seemed out of reach. We cel-
ebrate the success stories of every
one of you today.

Our transition into a deposit-tak-
ing Sacco marked a monumental
leap of faith, demonstrating our
commitment to serve you better
through convenient deposits, in-

stant loans. and personalised finan-
cial solutions. We now stand among
Kenva's most dynamic cooperatives
— combining our foundational val-
ues with modern capability to meet
}'ULILE\*UH&[I“ neads, )
ThéUdunddl bf e UWS) Bz
crowns this Silver Jubilee as the
ultimate symbol of what umty
can achieve. The Plaza is not a pur-
chased property; it 15 a collective
asset built entirely by the contri-
butions of our members, standing
proudly free of external debt. It rep-
resents the spirit of pooled invest-
ment, and a permanent home for
cooperative excellence and shared
prosperity. It stands as a testament
to our self-reliance and a beacon of

We started as Umoja
Wendani Sacco, and we have
remained true to our original
co-operative purpose -
people coming together to
achieve what they could not
accomplish alone. UNS has
always been, and continues
to be, acommunity of shared
progress.

J)J

confidence in our future,

Our success 1s rooted n loyalty. We
deeply appreciate the steadfast sup-
port of our members, Lhe diligence
of our dedicated staff. and the stra-
tegic supporlt of partners like the
Co-operative Bank of Kenya, Family
Bank and the CIC Group, who have
walked this transformative journey
with us,

Our Vision: Securing the Future of
the Co-operative Spirit

Looking ahead, we are focused
on securing the longevity of the
co-operative spirit itself. While we
embrace digital tools, our ultimate
goal 1s inclusion and legacy. We are
investing heavily to ensure every
member, regardless of location, en-

GO ERTINT

Jjoys reliable and secure access to
our services, bringing the Sacco to
vour fingertips.

Our future vision is clear and am-
bitious, built on the promise of last-
ing stability:

» Deepen Financial Inclusion:
Our mission is to reach every
Kenyan. We will achieve this
through branch expansion
and strategic agency banking,
ensuring  accessible, mem-
ber-focused  financial  solu-
tions are available nation-
wide.

« Empower the Next Genera-
tion: We commit to nurtur-
ing financial literacy among
vouth and children, ensuring
that our powerful co-opera-
tive culture 1s sustained for
generations to come.

« Grow Wealth, Secure Health:
We will move beyond basic
banking to integrate wealth
management and health in-
surance tools, focusing on the
total well-being of the mem-
ber and their family.

» Sustain the Legacy: We em-
brace environmental steward-
ship and ethical investments,
guaranteeing that every step
forward builds a more re-
sponsible, sustainable, and
equitable society.

As we enter this new era, United
Winners DT Sacco remains steadfast
in its original mission: To transform
lives, grow wealth, and build unity
through shared prosperity. The next
25 years will be defined by integrity,
inclusion, and the enduring power
of partnership - a future “Built by
Members, Powered by Umity”

opened its common |
bond in 2015 and has so o
far recrulted over !
24,964 members drawn
fl'ﬂl'li all walks ﬂ'ﬁ.

We offer a variety of services to
cater for our member's needs:
Fosa Loans-7 products

Bosa Loans- 8 products

United Winners DT-5ACCO on
your 25 years anniversary and

the launch of the UWS plaza. & Other Banking services
JAWABU Epgenml kg
LOAH aperience ife

A new Innovative product deslgned to help
you achleve yvour financial goals. Tum vour
dreams into reality with Jawabu Loan,

Lofg repavment period

Low interest rabas
Very Affordable Installments
Can Buy off lagans
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MewFortis
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Maobile

App &
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Journey!

&ﬁ%ﬁ Ef%ﬁ ﬁ%@g’ﬁ

leted Winners Sacco on Your Remarkable

As you mark this milestone, Co-operative
Bank celebrates your commitment to
empowering members and driving growth.

Together with Co-op Consultancy, our
advisory and training arm, we remain
H.eﬂln:ated to suppnrﬂng your Sacco w:th

e

Eur'*.:‘:::l.!t-ur! r_*1' lans

USSD
*4261#1

Because we are better together.
ERANCHES : NYERI | KARATINA | OTHAYA | NAIROEI | NANYUKI

Ea@ CO-OPERATIVE BANK
BARNK

saccobankingico-epbank.coke
Sl wour nearest branch

For more information email:
Call D703 027 000 Or v

@ OF0e924000 /0725349345 @ www.newfortissacco.com
@ infoanewfortissaceo.coop, Newfortissacco2gmail.com
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Board of Directors
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Evelyn Mwangi
Hon Secretary
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Benson Njoroge
Vice-Chairman

CPA, FA Kevin Ngari
Treasurer
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Martm Mut::—nga
Secretary

Mary Wahome
Credit Committea Chair

Benson Waweru An geh Mathenge
Education Commiites Secretary  Education Committee Member

Supervisory Committee
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CELEBRATINGSILVER JUBILEE & LAUNCH OF UWS PLAZA

CELEE KA ILMGE
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Of faith, finance and a bold future outlook

MESSAGE BY CPA PERIS
NDERITU, CHIEF EXECUTIVE
OFFICER, UNITED

WINNERS DT SACCO

his year, we take a moment to

honour the past while boldly

stepping into the future. Our

journey, from a handful of

founders to a vibrant, depos-
it-taking Sacco, 1s a testament to uni-
ty and collective effort, all built on a
foundation of trust and consistent
growth. For those who joined us early,
you know the value of commitment,
and we proudly carry that spirit for-
ward. It's incredible to see that de-
spite the competitive landscape, our
membership has grown consistently
over the last five years. This 1s a pow-
erful reflection of your trust and our
core promise to empower you with
accessible and affordable financial
salutions,

We understand the need to stay rel-
evant, which is why we went through
a rebranding, and now the relocation
to our modern new headguarters. But
beneath the fresh corporate identity,
our commitment to our values re-
mains the same: Integrity, profession-
alism, _trangpagencys ﬂEEULIl‘ItB.hIllT_};

We have fortified our’ i‘y‘ilEI‘lH fo-
cusing on prudent management to
ensure financial strength in our in-
stitutional capital and deposits. We
maintain a quality loan book through
careful, responsible risk management
— the kind of caution that ensures
vour hard-earned savings are safe.

Innovation and Securing the

on speed and convenience. Our on-
poing digital transformation is about
automating services and enhancing
our ICT infrastructure, not to replace
personal service, but to deliver it fast-
er and smarter through digital access
while rigorously protecting vour in-
formation. For our older members,
rest assured that technology 15 here Lo
support you, and our staff are here to
guide you. We understand that trust
is paramount, and safeguarding vour
data is our highest priority.

Crucially, our vision of the future
extends to your families. The greatest
gift you can give the next generation
15 not wealth itself, but the wisdom

_and discipline to build and manage it.
" IWe are focused on banking our chil-

dren with tailored solutions designed
to give Lthem a greal start in the world
of wealth. By establishing a finan-
cial foundation early, we continue to
teach them the profound wvalue of
compound interest and financial dis-
cipline, ensuring your legacy is passed
on through financially savvy, inde-
pendent children and grandchildren.

We are also expanding our horizons

We maintain a quality

Loan book through careful,
responsible risk management—
the kind of caution that ensures
your hard-earned savings are
safe.

J))

for your families and assets. Initia-
tives like the UWS Business Club are
platforms designed to help our en-
trepreneurial members connect and
grow, carrving forward the spirit of
community support that founded us.

Honouring Our People: The
Heart of UWS

To our former staff who laboured
with limited resources and immense
passion in those formative years, we
value you immensely, Your toil laid
the groundwork. To our current work-
force, vour drive for innovation and
operational excellence is what de-
fines our present. We are committed
to attracting, developing, and retain-
ing a skilled, motivated team to own
and steward this vision.

Our 25-year history is a story of
shared sacrifice, shared success, As
we move forward, we recommit to
empowering you and building a truly
sustainable future. The ship 1s strong,
and with your continued trust, UWS
will sail on to even greater horizons.

Thank you for making UWS vour fi-

Rev E:-,rrus Kamutu Jane Wambui I"uiar:-,r Kariuki Next Generation . ) with the upcoming UWS Insurance nancial partner, Here's to the next 25
Chairman Secretary Member We know that a new generation relies  Agency to offer broader protection years!
| - - :
i; : T.'.“ ‘g\ i ““" ArcnlrectSJ
; 2 - Project Managers
e T R Wit PRECISEARCH!T Interior Designers
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One Time Interiors limited,
a partner with UWS Sacco would love to
congratulate you on this big milestone.

You are an amazing organization
with strong core beliefs that
have made you reach this
milestone. May God

go before you and

make your path

straight.

S TETITE

L

P

growth

#1 PRECISE STUDID

Forest Road Off Karen Road, Nairobi Kenya

P.0. Box 24694 - 00100
Landline: +254 113 999 333

E: precise.office@precisearchitects.com

W: www.precisearchitects.com
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UWS on their
2oth anniversary
and the launch of
| the UWS plaza.

We appreciate
being part of your

_/

Get
you grow.

Conguatulations.  ©
YU, = & o7meoTa33e

LN Y I_.I EJ??"F.E—

Don't lose a sale because of low stock!

and repay as

07259 333 &b



26 Adverlising lealure DAILY NATION FRIDAY, OCTOBER 24, 2025

/ e 2% UNITED CELEBRATING SILVER JUBILEE
*- Ve *.E WINNERS &LAUNCHOF UWSPLAZA

DTSACCO

Growling Together

gl

CEFIF PO 1

Commercial
& Residential

Studio
1 Bedroom

HESEHVE;YUUHS 2 Bedroom
NOW 0709 453 000

CELEBRAATING
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Waruema Jermano Waihenya, Julius Muchiri, and Francis Nyamu. (Sitting from left to right)Francis
Mjenga, Douglas Waweru (First Chairman), Dlshnn Maina, and Geoffrey Mukono (Second Chairman).
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UNITED WINNERS DT SACCO

Family Bank Ltd. proudly extends our warmest congratulations to United Winners DT Sacco
Ltd. on achieving the incredible milestone of their 25th Anniversary Celebration and the

J i a n e TEI(E That NExt StEp momentous Official Launch of UWS Plaza!l
p g and Own Your Dream We celebrate your quarter century marked by unwavering dedication, trusted financial

< " partnership, and a profound commitment to serving various communities and members. The
na Kwa k0 Home With Stima Sacco . " i

ik launch of UWS Plaza is a clear testament to your resilience and vision for the future.
Mortgage Facilities.
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As your Preferred Bank for Biashara, we deeply value our collaboration and shared
commitment to fostering financial growth and success across the co-operative movement.

MORTGAGE FEATURES

| Partner with Family Bank for tailored financing, competitive rates, and dedicated relationship

@ IQE L.. management. WELCOME HOME,
'ﬂ ‘ m * Asget Financing * Trade Financing * Agribusiness * School Financing
RAanimurs Repaymient Affordable i Eodi Minimum Alpha Deposits of * Women Solutions - WASH Solutions * Health Sector Financing
Period of 25 Years Interest Rate Amount of Kgh 10.5M Kzh 200,000 and Minimum . D'a;pnra Remittance * [:h,aqu,a Truncation
{suhject ta the contract period] from 9% PA Shares of 50,000

1
_|_ | |
L | £
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" i \ 1

United Winners DT Sacco Ltd on 25 years of excellence and service to members.

E FamilyBank 551.1

AT AL Far e

For grguiries an how o become a member, please visit the nearest Stima Sacco branch or cantact our
customer care agants on +254 703 024 000 | +254 702 024 024 or customercarediistima-sacco.com

i
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International -

Ueanda
road crash
renews
safety
concerns

KAMPALA, THURSDAY

After a multi-vehicle crash killed
46 people and injured many oth-
ers in western Uganda, new con-
cerns have emerged over road
safety in the country.

Police said the collision oc-
curred in Kiryandongo district
on the Kampala-Gulu highway
on Wednesday around 12.15am.

It involved two passenger bus-
es,a lorry and a car. Preliminary
investigations indicate that the
bus heading to Gulu from Kam-
pala attempted to overtake the
lorry and collided head-on with
the bus speeding from the oppo-
site direction, triggering a chain
reaction that caused multiple ve-
hicles to overturn.

Police initially reported 63
deaths but revised the figure to
46 after confirming that several
unconscious victims had been
mistakenly counted among the
dead.

President Yoweri Museveni ex-
pressed condolences in a mes-
sage posted on X, urging motor-
ists to be cautious.

“I have learnt with sadness
about the tragic accident that oc-
curred this morning... claiming
many lives. I extend my condo-
lences to the bereaved families
and wish the injured a quick re-
covery.”he said.

The president said every be-
reaved family would get UShs
million {about $1,440), while the
injured would receive USh1 mil-
lion.

The Ministry of Works and
Transport said it dispatched a
team to support police investi-
gations and urged motorists to
avoid dangerous overtaking. It
promised a comprehensive re-
port on the crash.

The Uganda Red Cross Socie-
ty said it deployed additional
ambulances to take the injured
to hospital for specialised care,
with several referred to Mula-
go National Referral Hospital in
Kampala.

“While much of the attention
has focused on the number of
lives lost, it 1s equally important
to spothght the survivors who
are critically injured and still
fighting for their lives,” the soci-
ety said. (Xinhua)

King Charles, Queen Camilla make first visit to the Holy See

Britain’'s King Charles and Queen Camilla are welcomed by Monsignor Leonardo Sapienza at the
courtyard of San Damaso, the Vatican, on Qctoher 23 as part of their first state visit to the Holy
See since Pope Leo XIV’s electiohl 5 5 L E - ot €

Escalation The war, which began in 2023, has claimed thousands of lives

Paramilitary RSF
claims responsibility
for the attacks on
Sudanese capital

KHARTOUM, THURSDAY

rones struck Khartoum Air-

port and other areas of the

Sudanese capital for the

second consecutive day on
Wednesday, marking an escala-
tion in attacks on the city.

“S8ix suicide drones targeted
the vicinity of Khartoum Air-
port, but ground defences shot
them down,” a military source
said, adding that the raid did not
cause significant damage.

In Omdurman, north of Khar-
toum, a resident said drones
struck a military base in Al-Salha
early on Wednesday

“At six in the morning, we
heard the sound of drones, fol-
lowed by explosions and flames
rising near the military base,”
the witness said.

The paramilitary Rapid Sup-
port Forces (RSF) claimed re-
sponsibility for Wednesday’s at-
tack on Khartoum.

“Our forces carried out a pre-

cise special operation in which
drones targeted sites and gath-
erings inside the perimeter of
the General Command in Khar-
toum. The focused strike neu-
tralised a number of officers
at the headquarters,” RSF Field
Commander Othman Jaafar
posted on social media platform
X

Sudan’s Civil Aviation Author-
ity announced on Monday that
Khartoum Airport would re-
sume operations on Wednes-
day, but the latest developments
forced adelay.

First flight

In a statement on its official
Facebook page, Khartoum Inter-
national Airport had described
the resumption of flights as“an
important step in the recovery
of aviation, paving the way for
the gradual return of air traffic
in the coming period”,

Badr Airlines, a local carri-
er,cancelled what was to be the
first flight from the airport since
the civil war erupted in April
2023.

The company also announced
the suspension of scheduled
flights on Thursday, Friday and
Saturday.

Its online booking system

showed reservations would reo-
pen on October 26.

Said a source at Khartoum In-
ternational Airport: “The contin-
ued targeting of the airport for a
second consecutive day prompt-
ed a thorough security review,
which led to the decision to sus-
pend flight operations until fur-
ther notice.”

The RSF has intensified drone
attacks on military positions
and vital infrastructure 1in are-
as controlled by the Sudanese
Armed Forces (SAF) in recent

Our forces carried
aut a precise special
operation in which
drones targeted sites
and gatherings inside
the perimeter of the
General Command in
Khartoum

Othman Jaafar, RSF Field Com-
mander

J))

Drones hit Khartoum.
forcing airport closure

weeks,

The airport was among the
first sites attacked by the RSF
when war erupted on April 15,
2023, and sustained heavy dam-
age during the early phases of
the conflict.

Authorities and the mailitary
have since worked to rehabili-
tate the airport after the army
regained full control of Khar-
toum state in May.

Port Sudan Airport in the coun-
try’s east remains the only op-
erational hub for international
flights, while some airports else-
where continue to operate on a
limited scale,

Meanwhile, areas in Sinnar and
Blue Nile states also came under
drone attacks on Tuesday night,
resulting in explosions and a
widespread power outage across
much of central and southern
Sudan.

Sources said the explosions oc-
curred near Sennar dam and
its hydropower station, while
witnesses reported a blast near
Al-Roseires dam, causing power
outages that lasted several hours.

The civil war has claimed tens
of thousands of lives and dis-
placed millions, plunging the
country into a humanitarian cri-
sis, (Xinhua)

BRIEFLY

DODOMA
Politician arrested
davs to elections

A senior official of Tanza-
nia’s main opposition par-
ty has been arrested amid

a crackdown on dissenting
volces ahead of next week’s
general election. Chade-
rna deputy chairman John
Heche was detained while
attempting to attend the
treason trial of party leader
Tundu Lissu. Chadema said
the government plans to
arrest senior party leaders
and detain them until af-
ter the October 29 elections.
The party added that Heche
was apprehended as he ar-
rived at the High Court on
Wednesday (BBC)

TUNIS
40 migrants die
off Tunisia coasl

At least 40 mugrants, includ-
ing children, have died af-
ter their boat sank off the
coast of Tunisia, m one of
the deadliest maritime dis-
asters in the region this year,
authorities say The boat
sank off the Mediterrane-
an port of Mahdia in cen-
tral Tunisia while carrying
about 70 migrants. All the
people on board were from
sub-Sahara.an official add-
ed, without providing de-
tails. This 1s the latest dis-
aster to hit migrants trying
to cross the Mediterranean
from Africa to Europe. More
than 210,000 people tried to
cross central Mediterrane-
an in 2023,according to the
United Nations. (BBC)

KYIV
Zelenskiy hails
Russia sanctions

Ukrainian President Volod-
ymyr Zelenskiy hailed “very
important™"new US and EU
energy sanctions on Russia
on Thursday, but said more
pressure is needed on Mos-
cow to secure a ceasefire in
the war. The US unveiled
sanctions against Russia’s
major oil firms on Wednes-
day,a day after plans for a
sumimit between President
Donald Trump and Russian
leader Vladimir Putin fell
apart. EU countries adopted
a 19th package of sanctions,
including a ban on Russian
liquefied natural gas im-
ports.“This 1s very impor-
tant,” Zelenskiy said of the
sanctions in comments to
reporters in Brussels, where
he later met meet EU lead-
ers. (Reuters)
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Escapade Venturesome team heads down south to size up stunning, colossal coastline sand dunes

BY ABDIWAHID EIRIQ

ny trip by a large group (11 mem-

bers in our case) would require me-

ticulous planning. including design-

ing an itinerary. securing reliable
transport and accommodation. Kiligrit's
trip to Namibia was no exception.

Now, there are no direct flights from
Nairobi to Windhoek, Namibia's capi-
tal. The world gets there through either
Addis Ababa in Ethiopia or Johannes-
burg in South Africa. Kenya Airways
flies to Johannesburg, thus requiring
a connection from there to Namibia
through another carrier. After much
logistical considerations, we opted for
the Addis Ababa route, which meant
using one carrier — Ethiopian Airlines.

Even then, it meant that we [y over
Kenva both ways, prolonging our jour-
ney. Imagine you are in Kisumu and
you want to go to Kampala by road, but
to get there, the bus has to first go to
Nairob to pick other passengers, and
back through Kisumu on your way to
Kampala.

We checked in and proceeded to the
immigration desk where usually, your
passport would be scanned, then your
photo taken. You are then asked to
place your index finger on the finger-
print reader, After this, you place four
of the right hand fingers, and then the
thumb. The process is repeated for the
left hand. Finally, you are asked to hold
your two thumbs together and place
them on the fingerprint reader, During
this procedure, it takes several at-
tempts before the lights turn green on
the scanner to confirm that the finger
print has been read. You are exhausted
by the time your passport is stamped
“Exit” and handed back to you by the
immigration officer. This ritual shall
await you on your return.

At 15 minutes to 4am, we left Jomo
Kenyatta International Airport (JKIA)

for Addis Bole International Amrport,

our transit point.

Ethiopia, clearly determined to be-
come the logistical hub of Africa, is
now building a new four-runway mega
airport, aiming to be the largest in Afri-
ca. at a cost of $10 billion. It is planned
to handle 110 million passengers and
four million tons of cargo annually, It
will replace Bole. Rwanda and Somalia
are also building modern airports.

At Bole airport, the Flight Informa-
tion Display System shows arrivals and
departures to almost every major city
in Africa. The fact that Addis Ababa
and Ethiopian Airlines connect Afri-
ca is not contested in the continent, a
testimony of a country determined to
play in a different league. Undoubted-
Iy, Kenya's advantage over Ethiopia are

enormous and they include location,

language and being host to many UN
bodies, affirmung its place as a notable
diplomatic capital of the world.

Nonetheless, after much debate
amongst ourselves, we concluded that
Kenyva should build a new ultra-mod-
ern airport to assert Nairobi as the lo-
gistical hub for Africa.

The windy corner
It was mid-afternoon when we landed

at Hosea Kutako International Airport,

named after Namibias principal ar-
chitect of its struggle against colonial
rule. Abhout 453km later. we were with-
in Windhoek, a city with an estimated

population of less than half a million.

Namibia is ranked as the second least
densely populated country in the

Kiligrit goes to Namibia, a land

Kiligrit climbing
Big Daddy dune.
KILIGRIT

of deserts and many surprises!

Namibia is a country of vast but largely uninhabited deserts. On the face of it, deserts don't have much going
for them. But this is not the case.

world after Mongolia.

Unlike Kenvans, Namibians do not
wear their religion on their sleeves. It
is actually hard to find a church or a
mosque. Matter of fact, we did not come
across any billboard by some ‘prophets’
promising miracles such as making the
disabled to walk again. And Namibia
1s one of the least corrupt countries in
Africal

On the way to our hotel, we visited
the Independence Memorial Museum
and the harrowing memorial to the
Germany’s genocide of the Nama and
Herero peoples. We turned down lunch
and headed for our hotel, Movenpick.

This visit rekindled past memory of
Col (Rtd} Hussein Ahmed Farah’s early
days in Namibia. In 1990, at the dawn
of Namibia's independence, Col Farah
landed a Kenya Air Force plane at Fros
Airport, a small city facility. Within few
minultes, sneering Europeans gathered
to watch the Kenyvan entourage disem-
bark, their agitation betrayed by their
clenched jaws. They further felt knifed
when Gen Opande took a ceremoni-
al salute from an Italian contingent,
and was hosted by then Lord Mayor
of Windhoek. Many locals gathered at
the fence on the outside, watching the
scene gleefully.

Col (Rtd) Farah would later take off,
quickly gain height and then come
very low over the Europeans, forcing
them to dive onto the ground. This de-
livered a message to those in the inside
of the airport that their time was up.
and those in the outside that their time
had arrived. Col (Rtd) Farah had stayed

at Movenpick hotel.

The next morning, we left Windhoek
to begin our 10-day tour of Namibia in
two purposively built land cruisers. We
marvelled at roads that were sleep-in-
ducing, runway-straight, to the distant
horizon and beyond as if designed to
land a jumbo jet. It actually could in an
emergency. On either side of the road
were never-ending fences that stood
out as a reminder that the Europeans
had divided a better part of the coun-
try amongst themselves.

Wading into a desert of sea

Namibia is a country of vast but large-
Iv uninhabited deserts, On the face of
it, deserts don't have much going for
them. But this is not the case. The
country is famous for its other-worldly
scenery, ethereal starry skies, a stun-
ning coastline, colossal dunes and n-
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credible wildlife.
'The best place of all 1s Sossusvlel. This
place boasts of the tallest and most

photographed dunes m the world.

Here, it was like walking into a gallery
that displays the Almighty God's artis-
tic creations. It was certainly the most
surreal landscape we had ever seen.

At dawn on the following day we
joined a long queue of vehicles at Se-
rium Gate waiting for registration and
the opening of the park gate. Once
cleared, we drove into the park as the
sun announced itself to the earthly
dwellers. As we drove across the Namib
desert, we watched the colourful spec-
tacle of hot-air balloons lifting from be-
hind the hills one after the other, as an
aircraft appeared above them, creating
a fleld of aesthetics of joys.

We raced across the over 30,000
square-kilometre Namib Sand Sea

Photo of a team c,aptwated by the landscape. KILIGRIT

on a lone road that stretches like 60-
mile pier into the sea of sand, and in
hetween towering dunes that seem to
stand to attention either side of the
road — creating one of the world's most
insistently memorable natural land-
sCapes,

We went past Dune 45 and Big Mama,
and headed for Big Daddy, to witness
the dunes display a palette of colours
from burnt orange to deep red, a dis-
play of a masterly show not found any-
where else. In the stillness of a foggy
morning, il felt like the Red Sea parling
in front of us,

At the end of the tarmac road, a riv-
er of deep sand begun. From here, the
road gets really rough and sandy and
in some places, it 15 hard to even tell
which part is the road and which part
15 just more sand. Driving through this
part requires high level of skill. It s
in this section that we came upon a
voung French couple stuck in the sand.
Their car was s0 deep in the soft sand
that even with all our best efforts, we
failed to dislodge it. It had to be towed.

One of our drivers went behind the
wheel, while the other towed it out.
Once their car was on a less challeng-
ing section, it was handed back to them.
The couple were elated. The relief on
their faces was there for all to see. With
a bundle of dollars in her hand, the
lady unsurely asked if she could give us
some money as a token of thank you.
We waved her away and wished them
a sale journey.

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE
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Escapade Venturesome team heads down south to size up stunning, colossal coastline sand dunes

‘We started plodding up. slipping and slidding’

FROMTHE PREVIOUS PAGE

Once at its base, we left our cars in a
large lot among many cars to climb the
Big Daddy, which at 325 metres, dwarfs
all the other dunes. Climbing dunes is
the done thing here, perhaps for the
view, perhaps because conguering Lhe
sandy peaks scores a point against a
landscape that monotonously insists
on underhining man’s nsignificance.
We did for all the above and to earn
the ultimate brageing rights.

We momentarily stood to admire the
giant dune. The red sand appeared in-
credibly vivid at that time of the day. It
had a blanket of intact grooves shaped
by wind, and its edge was perfectly
smooth. The rising sun gave one side
a fiery red glow, while the other sat en-
tirely in the shadows.

We started plodding up, slipping and
sliding, and despoiling the perfect rid-
geline, Our feet would sink into the
loose sand. The excitement got bet-
ter of Hussein Unshur and Abdikadir
Speaker, who ran ahead of the team.
Soon they stood staring at the dis-
tance, surprised by how challenging
Big Daddy was. In essence, every step
upward would only move one slightly
as the foot slid down, diminishing any
progress, Soon, we all spread outl along
a never-ending dune edge that kept
pointing upwards. I looked back feel-
ing guilty of leaving traces on this per-
fect specimen of natural piece of art.

An hour later, we reached a crowded
summmit to stare at the ocean of dunes
below, as the strangely hypnotic effect
of this most photogenic of deserts, the
profound tranquillity of its expansive
wilderness, and faraway wonder over-
powered our senses. But the thing is
that these days evervone wants a taste
of isolation, so the middle of nowhere
can get very crowded. Though there
are literally hundreds of dunes around
here, all the tour parties converge on
the same two — Dune 45 and Big Daddy.
Under the perfect blue of the cloudless
sky, it felt like we had driven to the end
of the earth.

Dead valley

At the foot of this giant dune lies Dead-
vlei, which offers a hauntingly beau-
Liful scene. It features spaced out fos-
silised remains of ancient trees, their
branches looking like the wands of
skeletal wizards turned to stone by the
wicked witch of the desert. It looks like
what the name says, but it 1s arranged
in a way that would shame even the
most creative artist. Most intriguingly;,
the dead, leafless trees are still there,
with blackened branches because of
being starved of water for over 900
vears since River Tsauchab changed
course. The scene of a white floor
with dead black ghostly looking trees
surrounded with the red walls of Big
Daddy and clear blue sky above, is sure
to give you undoubtedly one iconic pic-
ture of Namibia.

As they say if you up, you must go
down. Mohamud went first and ran
down Big Daddy into the Deadvlei. We
watched as his figure became smaller
and smaller on the sandy slope. We
then appreciated how high we were.
Notably, it is easy to lose a sense of scale
on the world of giant dunes.

The rest of the team then followed,
some running, some rolling on the
sand, and others attempting to walk. I

The author feels like he has been transported to another
planet, at Deadvlei.

ran down barefoot, and stopped mid-
wav to lie on the sand and feel its soft-
ness. | looked back to watch Col Farah,
HM, Elmi and Col Abdulbari, sing their
way down together. Ahmed Jibril re-
mained at the top to take pictures. Ali
Daud was already in the pan trying
lo get a scientific explanation for the
dead valley.

From the Namib 5and 5ea to the
Atlantic Ocean

After breakfast, we left our camp for
the Atlantic Coast on a gravel but gen-
erously wide road. They call it “African

massage” - to describe what you will &
experience when the gravel road be-

neath your wheels becomes so corru-
gated it rattles both man and machine.
Head lights are kept on, to be seen
through the dust.

We drove past mountains that could
have been slushed into half during the
Gondwana, with the other half drifting
away to form what is now South Amer-
1Ca.

By this stage, we were becoming af-
tuned to the desert — vellow grasses,
orange sand, pink mountains — all mut-
ing to mauves and greys as the shad-
ows shorten. Then we came upon bill-
boards announcing the line of latitude
at 23.5 degrees south of the Equator,
Lthat is otherwise known as the Tropic
of Capricorn. We joined two busloads
of Italian tourists out to hive their Out
of Africa fantasies, to record the mo-
ment. We could as well have been the
first human beings on Mars.

Notably, cars are few and far between
on this road. but when they do come,
they trail huge plumes of dust, which
momentarily blind you as they speed
past.

Everyone seems to be in a hurry. In
this desolate and forbidding land, the
urge to escape the hostile environ-
ment is natural. For one long section,
we are on a plain so flat and empty
that the horizon is perfecily hon-

At the Tropic of Capricorn
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zontal in every direction. The desert
seems empty. but as we were to discov-
er, that was not the case. We almost ran
over an ostrich that stood up at the last
moment and stubbornly challenged
our vehicle to a 100-metre race.

After five hours of hard driving
through endless grit and rock, the
eravel road turned to tarmac. A sheet
of blue ocean hummed through the
sea fog, with the ghostly outlines of
container ships suspended in it. Here,
desert and sea meet, with nothing in
between.

After an overnight at Swakopmund,
we were bused to Walvis Bay Waler-
front for a three-hour boat ride to
watch whales, seals, pelicans and other
sca birds. By the time they were done
with the safety briefing, I was shiver-
ing. The freezing cold comes straight
off the Antarctica, so the sea is bitterly
cold. On return to dry land, we headed
for Sandwich Harbour.

Where the desert meets the ocean

The precarious 60km 4x4 drive along
the beach to Sandwich Harbour, lying
south of Walvis Bay, proved more en-
chanting than we anticipated. Here,
some of the world's highest sand dunes
run straight into the Atlantic Ocean,

;:":,. = | - ‘ ::_:__ :.1'- é:--"-b:_ e 'E'H-'
wyfelfontein’s dncient rock engravings, Damaraland.

A stunning photo of where the Namib Desert meets the
Atlantic Ocean.
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creating  breath-taking  sceneries,
unique landscapes and a picturesque
lagoon.

The sand tracks’ varying consisten-
cies and closeness to the water made
driving an adventure in itself. At times,
the path narrowed to less than a metre
on each side of our vehicle, leaving us
sandwiched between towering sand
dunes on one side and incoming ocean
waves on the other. This required im-
peccable liming, Lo pass some points,
before the wave returns. Al some sec-
Lions, fog moves in and the path disap-
pears. The driver would stop to wail for
the fog to lift. In between the sound of
the on-coming waves, Speaker would
sneeringly remind me of the impor-
tance of learning how to swim.

Fortunately, aside from a few tense
moments, we managed to capture an
unforgettable experienced. Then we
stopped at a spot where the dunes and
the ocean had some distance between
them, for lunch. We watched a line of
vehicles struggle through the mud.
Some members headed into the ocean
while the others went up on all four
to climb the near vertical dunes, and
made it to the top to marvel at the site
where the desert meets the sea.

We drove further out, left the track

et e i
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Wildlife at a watering hole.

by the ocean, and found ourselves
among sandy dunes, Up and down
and over, our drivers enjoved showing
their sand driving skills, accelerating
dramatically as we neared the edge
of the last dune before the ocean, and
would turn sharply to avoid flying into
the water several hundred metres be-
low. Here 300m dunes drop into the
sea at the same angle as a chff would.
We watched the other car shde down a
near impossible drop, disappear from
view, before coming out on the next
dune. 1 tried not to scream but gave out
a sound only heard on summit night
on Mount Kilimanjaro.

We stopped at a spot that no oth-
er scenery in the world could match.
There was only blue and vellow in
sight — perfect yellow, with nothing
else on the horizon. Above was the
clear blue sky., and below it, the wa-
ters of the Atlantic Ocean. The scenery
came together as though painted by a
master. I felt overpowered, not only by
the geomorphology and the visual dra-
ma, but in realising the beauty of the
Almighty Gods creation. You cannot
el enough of this sight. As the poet
Rumi once said, “All through eternity,
beauty unveils God's exquisite form in
the solitude of nothingness.”

We ended our 10-day tour of Namib-
ia with a visit to old rock engravings
al Twylelfontein; Damaraland; the
Himba people with their traditional
ochre-covered skin and intricate hair-
stvles; and Namibia's premier national
park, Etosha, which 1s undoubtedly one
of the most incredible destinations on
the planet, more particularly for peo-
ple with passion for large concentra-
tions of wildlife around water sources.

Namibia's premier national park

At Etosha. we watched animals of all
sizes drink in an orderly manner - a
herd of zebras, a family of ostriches,
a tower of giraffes, wildebeests, and a
menagerie of desert antelope, all tak-
ing it in turns to use the waterhole, pre-
sumably following some long-agreed
pecking order. All nervously withdrew,
when two giant elephants lumbered
over. A pride of nine lions laid lazily
under a shade less than a kilometre
away, wailing for sunsel.

Allah commands people to “travel
through the earth” to observe the nat-
ural world, understand God's creative
power, and gain wisdom. We did as it
was divinely ordained and learnt from
reflecting on this experience.

Abdiwahid Biriq (@ABiriq) is a law
practitioner and a senior partner at

Sagana, Biriq & Muganda Advocates
LLP
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Income tax rate firms setting
up as Two Rivers SEZ enjoy

Uk

TwoRivers
SEZ exempt
from City
Hall plan
approvals

BY PATRICK ALUSHULA

The Two Rivers Internation-
al Finance and Innovation Cen-
tre (Trific) has been designat-
ed a project of strategic nation-
al importance, allowing it to by-
pass Nairobi County in seeking
development approvals and in-
stead obtain them directly from
the national government.

The designation, announced
by the State Department for
Lands and Physical Planning un-
der the Ministry of Lands, Public
Works, Housing and Urban De-
velopment, effectively places the
b4-acre Two Rivers Special Eco-
nomic Zone (SEZ) under the di-
rect supervision of the national
planning authorities.

This means Trific will no longer
be required to seek development
permissions, planning approv-
als, or lease extensions through
Nairobi County —where the pro-
ject 15 located — but will instead
make applications straight to the
Cabinet Secretary for Lands.

The SEZ offers several incen-
tives to attract companies includ-
ing exemption from stamp duty
and a lower tax rate of 10 percent
for the first 10 years on domestic
Income.

“*This will translate to a faster
approval of Trific projects and
Processes, assuring our mvestors
of timely delivery,” said Brenda
Mbathi, chief executive of Trific
11 a press statement.

The move will save the pro-
ject from the bureaucracies wit-
nessed in many countles when
seeking approvals for activities
such as amending master plans,
setting up new buildings, chang-
ing land use, lease TEI]EWE]S, ren-
ovations or any other physical
development-related activities.

The decision follows an inspec-
tion of the Tnfic SEZ, which con-
firmed that the project qualifies
as one of strategic national im-
portance under Section 69(4) of
the Physical and Land Use Flan-
ning Act,2019.

Meru, Embu, Tharaka-Nithi governors join hands to fight waste
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Energy Works follow three major spillages between 2017 and 2022

KPC plans Kisumu-Sinendet
pipeline overhaul over leaks

Stopping leakages crucial to stemming
heavy losses and enhancing safety

BY SYLVIAKATHONI

he Kenya Pipeline Com-

pany(KPC) has kicked off

preparations for the over-

haul of defective parts of
its 122-kilometre product line
between Sinendet and Kisumu,
which has been proneto leaks in
recent years.

The pipeline, popularly known
as Line 6, has suffered at least
three major product spillages
between 2017 and 2022, result-
ing in major financial losses for
the company and exposing hu-
mans and the environment to
safety nsks.

New disclosures by KPC show
that the pipeline will be fitted
with new safety valves and pres-
sure transmitters as part of a
strategy to ensure safety and ef-
ficiency

“The purpose of this contract
1s the supply of material and re-
placement of defective mainline
valves on Line 6- o1l pipeline,”
KPC said in a tender call for the
overhaul of the 10-inch oil pipe-
hine.

In March 2022, there was a ma-
jor burst on Line 6 in Kisumu's
Kanyamedha and Obunga, lead-
ing to the spillage of thousands
of litres of products. In 2017, the
line was breached in a suspect-
ed siphoning case around Mu-
horoni, leading to the spillage of
products.

The planned safety overhaul
on the Kisumu-Sinendet pipe-
line comes as the State agency
moves toexpand its storage facil-
ities at its depots in Kisumu and
Eldoret on the back of increased
product demand by local and
export customers.

KEY FIGURE

122km

Length of the pipeline

The expansion of the storage
facilities in Kisumu and Eldoret
is aimed at additional storage of
petrol. technically called motor
spirit premium (MSP), and kero-
sene-type fuel, also called jet A-1.

This will be in addition to con-
structing new dedicated facil-
ities for a loading jetty at Kisu-
m and the modification of sev-
eral other station pipework to
enhance receipt of various oil
products, a work plan by KPC
shows.

Lot I of the work will be at Ki-
sumu depot and will include the
construction of a 10,000-cubic
metre tank for MSP and another

From left: Governors
Isaac Mutuma (Meru),
Cecily Mbarire (Embu)
and Muthomi Njuki
(Tharaka-Nithi) after
signing a Memoran-
dum of Understanding
(MoU) to form a spe-
cial purpose vehicle,
acronymed MET, that
will jointly engage in-

- vestors in establishing

a waste management
plant serving the three
counties. The initiative
aims to convert waste
into income-generat-
Ing resources.
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similar capacity tank for jet A-1.

There will also be the construc-
tion of a mixed product 400-cu-
bic metre tank, upgrading of the
Jet A-1 inter-tank transfer facili-
ties, and construchion of dedicat-
ed Jetty loading facilities.

The second lot of work will
be at Eldoret depot and will in-
clude the construction of a
10,000 cubic metres MSP tank,
an 8,000 cubic metres Jet A-1
tank, and two mixed product
tanks, each with a capacity of
400 cubic metres.

Additionally, KPC targets to in-
crease the rate of loading of pe-
troleum products to the Jetty
from the current rate to 650 cu-
bic metres per hour by installing
a dedicated loading system that
will be independent of the exist-
INgOne.

The firm also wants to double
the capacity of an existing 150
cubic metres per hour Jet A-1 in-
ter-tank transfer system.

smusee@ke.nationmedia.com
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Firm dealt blow
in Shi.5bn fish
complex dispute

A fish processing company
has suffered a setback after
the High Court dismissed
its application to reinstate a
case where it was challeng-
Ing the termination of a
Sh1.49billion contract for a
proposed ultra-modern fish
hub at Liwatoni in Mom-
basa. The case had been re-
ferred for arbitration 1n ac-
cordance with a clause un-
der the conditions of the
contract. Ceer Processing
Ltd had sued the Principal
Secretaries in the State de-
partments for Blue Econo-
my &Fisheries and Public
Works over a contract dated
March 29,2022,

Philip Muyanga

MANUFACTURING

Soap maker eves
vouth in product
expansion plan

PZ Cussons East Africa is in-
vesting Sh150 million to in-
troduce products target-
ing the younger generation,
even as it allays fears of ex-
iting the Kenyan market.
The firm, which producers
of brands such as Imperi-

al Leather and Carex, said
it was working on introduc-
ing new fragrances, distri-
bution channels, and pack-
age sizes in a bid to grow its
sales among those aged be-
low 35 years.

George Ngigi

INSURANCE
APA eves flirms.
the poor with
micro-covers

APA Microinsurance has
rolled out micro-cover
packages for sickness and
weather-related disasters
like floods, in a move aimed
at the inclusion of low-n-
come households and
small businesses. The insur-
er has partnered with Vi-
sionFund Kenya and global
chmate Insartech IBISA in
rolling out two products —
AfyaCash and ClimaCash+
— as 1t seeks to deepen n-
surance in the informal sec-
tor. Patrick Alushula
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1700 1,80 SameerAfdca Fle Oed 5,00 13,30 13,78 TE46 sell 16044 12960 172,99 9249 16248 145 28409 743 NCBA Dollar Fioed Mcome Fund USD 3 00%, 350%
1080 450  Standard Group Ord BO0O0 hi6 £ 16 3,667 Absa by 149,81 129,10 172.09 9216 16173 148 B4.85 7.39 ICEA LION Maney Maret Fund Kenya Shilling 8.23% &.58%
8.0 1085  TPSEastern Africa Ord LOO 16,60 700 16800 gell 1500 12930 1261 9243 16239 147 8490 T4 HCEA LIOM Dollar Fixed Income Fund UED 10498 104,98
041 0 Uchumi Supaemarkat Qrd 6,00 035 0.7 165184 Co-op buy 14702 12850 16984 0020 18063 143 A3T2 646 ICEA LION Fined Incoma Fund Kinya Shilling 120.36 126,36
250 1) WEY Soentirgup PLE Ord. 100 2809 290 1 a2 sell 15219 12950 17423 ©04.01 16446 159 8655 £33 Britam Specinl Fixed Incoma Fund {3 months) Kenya Shilling 10.08% 10.56%
; _ Britam Special Fived Incoma Fund (6 months) Kenya Shilling #0:41% 10.60%
e e e e e i S mcricmenring (T R oo
6.56 5.55 ARM Coment Ord1.00 6.56 DR = : ' ' ' ' ; : SanlamAiane Monay Market Fund Kinya Shilling 8.05% 2.37%
e e P R R P ) e by 14968 120000 172,16 92,13 161,84 146 B4.64 a0 SantamARanz US Dollar Fund UsSD T B.30%
62.00 2000 Crown Paints Kenyn Ord 0,50 50.50 54.00 314 . TOAn foidn  Waol Senh. W Lo o4 A Apallo Maney Marknt Fund Kenya Shilling 248% 9.94%
o7 072 E A Cables Ord 050 17 KB buy 14870 120003 172418 92,20 18181 147 8500 Ta45 Genghis Money Market Fund Kenya Shilling B14% B 4B
54.25 498 EA: Partland Carnsant Ord 5.00 5750 5500 age sl 15018 12843 1275 9252 162.50 1.47 B5.00 T.AE Gien A frca Ml}ﬂ'ﬁy Markat Fund Ha.ﬂ:"a EI::IIIIrIE 05 % 10.3M%
WCEA £ d 5 B49 | HCEB  Monay Market Fund Barya Shilling B.9T% 9.25%
Ty 16 HonGanDrd B0 P Biankic 4045 1980 o5 0 Ly, Jdns Band Naho Aftiga Fixed Incame Fund usp 6.21% 6.41%
15,80 130 KPA&LG CoPls Ord, 250 1345 1370 1576203 sell 14008 12040 17244 9247 16242 147 8488 750 :‘:x:::: :2:::$::: = Emﬁf]ﬁ: ;E :?::
4.20 400  KP&LG Pl 4% Pref, 2000 451 Prime buy 14870  129.00 7210 9190 16180 145 B455 745 S DR Kanya Shilling S g
£.00 6.00 KP&LCPCTS Prof 20.00 .00 sell 15020 12950 17260 9230 16230 146 B515 755 e B Tk TR A e Vi ey T
39.90 .55 TotalEnerpies Marketing Kenya Ord 500 3220 3480 8,648 t " 0 :
S4TH BA0. e lid Ord DA Yok 788 B4 008 CBK RATES Dry Associates Maney Market Fund Kenya Shnl!n! D46 2.88%
: Dry Assecintes Special High Yield Fund Kenya Shilling 1,80 13.03%
e EXbarg ks IV NG W621055 oy Monay Market  Fund Kenya Shilling 9.35% 9.80%
LS Dollar 123.2996 W0 Japansese Yen B5.0282 Bribam Band Plus Fund Kenya Shilling 10.96% H60%
1 Stering Pound 122298 1SwediahKroner I S Gl e P R T A
2R il BeaiFeldings Ced DN A SEB4 Litidini 1Euro METET 1 MNorweglan Kroner 128742 Kuza Fixed Incoma Fund Kenya Shilling % A%
5.50 160 CIC insurance Group Ord. 100 A.54 450 280400 South African Rand TA162  1Danish Kroner 200484 Orient Hifadhi Fixod lnooma Fund Kenya Shilling 0.24% a71%
L AR ki bl gy P G050 el IS L LE i Keh/LISH 26,9656 Vindian Rupes 14680 NCBA Equity Fund Kerya Shilling  217.52 217.52
ol L. Karun Ry Mpitjesioca Dk 2,050 i L Ksh/TSH 19.3595 1Hangkang Dallar 16,6332  Nabo Africa Equity Fund UsD 5419 5837
12.20 330  Liberty Kenya Hokdings Ord 1.00 10.90 10895 TS 467 Kah/FIWE 11.2;? twm Dallar 804755 ICEA LION Equity Fund Kenya Shilling 164,33 164,23
.00 400 Saplam Kerya Ord 500 .00 S0 43342 Ksh/BIF 03 BHE 1 Rarsk Riyal 24 4E00 ICEA LIOHM Balanoed Fund Kenya Shilling 14.5.27 14637
1 UAE Dirteam 351856 1 Ghiness Yuan 11300  Eguity Balanced Fund Knya Shilling 16348 164.86
THE PHYSICAL AND LAND USE PLANNING ACT Ale el N re R =a
[(No. 13 of 2019)
COMPLETION OF PART DEVELOPMENT PLAN -~
I Eﬂ,gﬂ;ﬂﬁﬁw} —Euisting Commercial Site in Awenda Town, Awendo WE ARE LAND FOR SALE IN KAJIADO COUNTY [MAGADI ROAD)
KOTICE is hereby given that the preparation of the above part development plan was
OPEN FOR
The part development plan relates to land situated within Awendo Town, Awendo Sub
County, and Migori County. H
Copies of the part development plan as preparad has been deposited for public BUSI NEss _— L
inspection at the office of the County Executive Committes Member for Lands. Housing,
Physical Planning & Urban Development, County Director of Physical Planning & Urban
Development office and County Physical Planning office, Migori.
The coples so deposited are avallable for inspection free of cha all the persons e Elr Foul Frime 3 Acres land at Kabuage. 1.5 Km from the tarmac along Magad Road.
ihtarﬁ?léed hElhuElepr?fhE hours of 8: 00 am and éﬂtﬂﬂ pm. Monday tI:EFfiI:?:Ip'. : Natln“ M : Ia G p = Ready Title Deed « Water Borahole Available » Nearest Town: Kiserion
Advertlslng Ce ntre » Ideal for Tourist Hotel or Subdivision
Any interested person who wishes to make any representation in connection with K5h 4 Million [Negotiable)
of abjection to the named part development plan may send such representations or : FOR ENQUIRIES CALL 7M1 N4 672 OR 0720998 240
e st s —
ousing, cal Planning and Urban Development, P.O Box 195 - , Suna - i;
within Eirpt::?[sﬂﬂ] days frgﬁ1 the date of this ppTanIitatinn and any such rapmerrtatiﬁnnr Located at the Ground Floor,
objection shall state the grownds on which it is made. Mation Centre Kimathi Strect i

A B A N Ll L e pssterry | AnRiaktior 1l st vecamer | Tt Cuaci

AUCTIONEERS Privze Investigators | Conmissian Agenis

PUBLIC AUCTION

Duly imstructed by our principals ffinancers, we shall sell by public auction the
undarmentionad motor vehicle on the 31** October, 2025 at Absolute Yard, Garden
Estate starting at 10:30 A.M

REG NO Y.0.M MAKE YARD RESERVE PRICE
HCP BE0C | 2010 [ LEXUS RX450H | ABSOLUTE | 1,850,000 |
CONDITIONS OF SALE

1. Saleis subject to reasonable reserve price
2. Saleison AS-13-WHERE-BASIS and subject to reserve price
3. Strictly at the fall of the hammer

Monday - Friday 8 am. - 5pm.
Saturday 8am. - 1pm.
Sunday 10 am.- 1p.m.
Public Holidays 10 am.- 1 p.m.

Far all enquiries please call:
32B8661/2/3/4/5

Iy

Mation Media Group

Fands of Aala [ Aalica

EYHECE ALY

Dudy appointed by our chent, the Rrancies, we shall sef |
by public Auction the under mentioned motor vehiche |
on J0VI0V2025. The sale wil take place 2t the yard ac | [TOVOTA

Irckcated bl ow ot 10:30mm,

BODEL | REG.NO. | Y.OUM | TDBEVEEWEDAT
:ggmm— KDR 315 FOT7 | SKOHSHAR MOTDRS
TOYOTA KBOADSS | 2004 |SKOHAMABRL MOTORS
SLIRARL KBWGRE! | 2006 |SKDOHAHABL MOTDRS
TOWDTH KCILA2C | 2009 |5KOHRMARL MOTDRS

RYNCOR AUCTIONEERS

& Ruhema Place, Rpang Read Opp, Prestige Plaza, P.0. Box 5T522-00200, Raircls, Kenvya.
3 If}_'f“ Tel: OMOSTISEY. Emall: ryncorawe: tioneersigmaall.com

PUBLIC AUCTION

nessaNDTE|icusea; | 2 | e ouanaBu wTORS

|i@gz2en | 2005 |SH DHAHABL MOTORS
e [omaoi | 200 | s HAHABU MOTORS
. CONDITION FORSALE

| 3] Cash at the fab of the hammer
1 1] Bidders to view s verify detalls on meemal working
i hours with price arrangemnent.

i ) Sale subject to reasonable reserve price
i d] The auctionesr has the right to reject any bid without

ghing any reason.
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SIMPLE CROSSWORD - CODEWORD

YESTERDAY'S i
ACROSS 1 SOLUTION | Each number in 1 1 e
2 Reddish-purple ACROSS: i our Codeword
8.A kind of soft, mld 1 Gymkhana i grid represents a 5 B T
creamy cheese 70AU i different letter of
9.A major industri- Blre i the alphabet. For T . =
al region in North 10 Sport =Eoampia Loy o
Rhine-Westphalia, Ger- 12Lam i;;péei‘::;“;;; B _ : e
many 13 Tana ] ]
10.Apprentice 14Zebu | etk I he. _ ,
11.An Asian root vege- 15 Two St 15 : = &
table : 16 Meme start vou off, Enter o
13 Before, poetically 18 Mace L it the appropriate g e
14.Title Dfl'Eﬁ-pE[‘t fora 210]e i squaresin
male teacher _ 22 Abbas i the main grid, 7 211
17 Polygonal recess in 1R 23111  then use your
church 24 Lie i knowledge of 2 |z
18.County number 47 25 Athletes f Wards t work
in Kenya 50 DOWN: e e =
20.Rest on one’s oars’ 1Gust Fuben i C
21.The s cagle e 2 Moon As you gt tne-. g |23
22.A thin board on 3 Karate | latters, fill in other -
Whlth an artist laysand  * * 4Hut | sguares with the 11 |Iza
mixes colours 5.51ster in the Catholic 17.Aid in wrongdoing 5Nile | same number e
DOWN Church 18.A sharp bite or pinch 6 Arabica | in the main grid . -
1.0f something severe or b.A proposition stated or 19.Indisposed 9Emu i and control grid. 2 |[&%
unpleasant,becomeless  put forward for consid- 11 Patella i Chack off the list
intense or widespread eration 14 Zombie | of alphabetical = e
2.A ta]l headdress worn 7.100 square meters 16 Moi :Edﬁr?'rii":'?hfnuﬁ
by bishops ~ 12.Afleet of warships 17 Melt L S - T " T "GHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
3.0forrelatingtotheair 14 Church steeple 19 Abet ; YESTERDAY'S FaF el eFAlPM uFLPE S WDl
4.0ne of the Great Lakes 15.Insurgent 20 ESES SOLUTION Bl QG| Bl A M UL E R
in North America =t 22 All 14 |15 |16 |17 A8 19 (2 |20 |77 |23 P& |#5 |78
i el PN W] K TY| DTz a8 X
o B 8 R A B A 8 Al 8 S R B S Ao B R R A B A A8 Al 8 e R B S B Bt B 8 R S 8 A B Al 8 e R B o B R 8 B W A 8 A A8 R A B S e B 8 o B R 8 B W A B B B 8 R A R S B 8 o R ﬁﬂfﬁﬁﬁiﬁg"" o e e e e T m e e T e e e e o o o 8 R B o 8 8 A 8 B M 8 B Bl B R B A o A B B 8 A S B B M 8 8 S B R B e A B B A B B B R 8 R A B B e B 8 A
COMPLEX CROSSWORD SOLUTION - SUDOKU
1 Displays his tie in box é E&“ polnt .
in urnusual fashion (11) 7 =] P ENJOY THE GAME OF
7 Swing to superstar ] L . 10 Sprat . SUDOKU DAILY
backing(5) 11 Video game Lise Mumbers 1-9, Sudoku A
8 One goes round mak- - =T 12 Abdomen | Is played on a grid of 9 x 7 3
- : - i '13}_1]}1‘31"'31' - = LG paresmBan'tRepeat
st AR o 140bjector— < | I Yng Renobrs . 2184
AUncny of ac & 16 Teeth in the upper left square
after robe stripped 19 Ahead (circled ilﬁ h!f:'p,rhf. 1
= e = ] : ! square already has 7 ou
fﬂu nate MP Es- 12 - 21 Dll'[-_bll.lrﬂ E of the @ spaces filled in 7 4 9
it E A 24 Bolivia Don't Guess. Sudoku .
ther’s gathering storm 25 Methane is a game of logic 5 B 8
(7) 27Engineers | and reasoning, so you
12 C&JIIE;E[ eels—ocra- 28 I-h,- D'.".'d i shiculdn't have to guess.
'Gr!El]l'f' Use Process of
ﬂgl‘f{'J ﬂlﬁ‘f’l‘f_‘pl"l.?l't’f iﬁ {jﬂfiit‘hﬂlld | elimination. ? 2 3
P -
13 Shakira, for one hav- E}IEIE':EE
ing no limo,cabto be - - - - N
axfanged[g}l 1 Bossa Nova
16 Spurjoining United,starting 2 That won't start, lower and restricting university 2 Lured
with one million offthe cuff(g)  topgear having gone?(7) area(9) 3 Potomac
18 Field takes an agetoroll(5) 3 Plantofold daysstate’s 15Halfof police performing 4 h'.‘;‘;lf'mr
19 Convert filed behind popular  boarded up (9) tasks outside base? They goon g Eual “;’b .
dissenter(7) 4Pack tnns,g,umgm"{ foot(3,6) i Piet; ear 8 7 5l aE 3.4
22 Bulk-buy drink, adopting advanced hill chmhmgr;sjl 17 Freak overdosed before 9 Sorbet \ .
alternative totick? (5.2) 5 Model parent - prefer this dance (7) o 15 Joe Bloggs 51 8 149 47 6 2 WORDFIT
23 For radio,cover Glasgow person taking the lead (7) 18 Saintly typein Bible Belt,so ;- pyotheaded 46 327 59 8 1 R
player's growth (9) 6 Heartheats rising unevenly patently bound heavenwards 18 <yrmised 197436258 | | | i
24 Coming from France, the obtaining soldier’sequipment  (7) _ 20Divine 5 I I |
little bird's first call (5) (5) | 20 Five hundred depositedin 22 Butcher 3 58 82 9417 i | |
25 They get aturn-on from A 7Maybe draw conclusionafter  broken safe loses colour (5) 23 Gateau 8 o 4l51 73 9 8 T i #‘
Place in the Sun (5,6) getting shot (5,6) 21 Bothsides brieflyimbibing 24 Beech _ | i
DOWN g Daughters observed doing mellow drink (5) 26 Alpha 245683179 T | |
1 Monitor what happensevery  this | 78 1l9l52 ¢ 3 — | |
autumn when pound goes in dappled orchard object (6,5)
A e ARIKY 63 97218 2 5 |
west (9) 14 State in haison with new = S | -
assembly ! | _
T : o - .
a ke 5 “ " r"“" "’J“‘II bz ber wards car bre ranpakzd nsing the —I—I =it T — -~ T
5 . st U paecda L seouerea, oo fiad 7 Fit the words inte the grid to crcetc 8 finished croessward
fry Sirnon Sfrafoer i1 FTTFRA Pl AL & LETTERS )
AlL MMFILT PN &
D [ | rA P [l L% | ol I R Lao
[ — e — Efad Pz 2 b HIAPA b= L3 =
I .L,! :g:-; HEST LA H
9 i e ]
§ . | W E LoD L LEOSEY, =
i 3 g oy e nosNe w
f:' I'.' F:I 'tr'l. EACLE HCYR HiF'IF'F
| ==-LY B
etk S L \ o al AT B E D ‘?qtt;tl ERS ::-._:-m.?: '-\'_'II_Pl.I .‘-'"..HI_-{
How rrany words of oo o mom lelers, - e - / I
ncludirg pua e, @ you maks lom The livae IﬂL:'IIF—-Ir—';:l?—'I Tﬂg#‘ls
kel usi-g each sller vily ooz ® N feion Eﬂ'f‘h il e b 4 ! [E1E:T
worde ur wurds Lacin e w lh o caplal g FERo & LETTERE £ :E'.‘ 3t Tl el ] o
al owws, Thisr's s laast ora Fre-leber wars. : = Gkt e ﬁ?‘, s Lgmn 1 s
Inzet the missing lzler o complels TORAY'S GOALS: TRIO 1351 1m0y 5D vEar M S ﬂ
e e e el URD REE e A
or anticiockwise  Sclbior 105: SAMITARY sl st dale deatlon il , i S el il s

s /
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TREAT OF THE DAY

o -
4:00am  Aljazeera
5:00am Off The

Hook

6:00am Fixing The
Nation

10:00am Your

World

12:00pm  Flago
12:30pm  Kilimo Almasi
Agri Show

1:00pm NTV Adhuhuri
1:30pm  You are The

CINEMA GUIDE

NAIROBI

ANGA DIAMOND PLAZA

Black Phone 2 2D 10AM,, 7.30PM,
Chainsaw Man - The Movie: Reze Arc
{Subbed) 3D 1AM, 320PM, 7.30PM
One Battle After Another 2D 115PM,
940PM

Springsteen: Deliver Me from Nowhere 20
515PM,

Thamana 10.30AM, 12 20PM, 4 15PM, TPM,
945PM

Tron: Aras 3D 1PM, 515PM,9.30FM
ANGA SKY CINEMA, PANARI CENTRE
Black Phone 2 20

T205PM, BA0OPM, 715PM

Chainsaw Man - The Movie: Reze Arc
(Subbed) 2D 10AM, 4.20PM, 8.20PM

One - Rpt One Battle After Another 20
2:30pm  Kwetu , 2.15PM,
Mixx Springsteen: Deliver Ma from Nowhere 2D
3:30pm  Galaxy Kids 2D 10AM, 9.30PM
4:00pm  Beatz and Tron: Ares 3D ,12PM, 210PM, 610PM,
Buzz 10.10PM
6:30pm  NTV Mashinani WESTGATE CINEMA
. WESTGATE MALL
200 NTV
TEOLI AR THE DNE ]}ﬂ’ = HOLLYWOOD TITLES: PREMIUM
1:30 PM 7:40pm  The Sacco SCREEMINGS
. . 5 : Deliver Me from Nowhe
YOU ARE THE ONE. The plot follows the 1‘3}:?]%1111 7 EFCEF:EEEEITEE?ED?T ki re

love story of Martin Quesada, an affluent
businessman, and Esperanza Murioz, a
struggling female boxer who becomes his
personal assistant. During its broadcast, it
was critically acclaimed, and won four Martin

Fierro Awards and three Clarin Awards.
IThe telenovela features Facundo Arana and

9:00pm NTV Weekend

One Battle After Another SCREENZ 2D

Natalia Oreiro.

. NOOAM & 2.00PM

: Tron: Ares SCREEN1- 3D (PG)

: MA0AM1.30PM & 3.50PM

8oL YyWOOD TITLES: PREMILIM

i SCREENING

i Thamma SCREEN1&2(16) 3.50PM,

: BAOPM & 910PM

! Ek Deewane Ki Deewaniyat SCREEN4-2D
P PG) T15AM,2.05PM, 6.20PM & 915PM

HOULLYWOOD TITLES: VIP SCREEMING
The Conjuring: Last Rites

: SCREENDS - 20 (16) 715PM

: Tron: Ares SCREENG - 2D (PG 7.30PM

i Good FortuneSCREENG &6G(16) 215PM &
: 9.50PM

! BlackPhone2 SCREEMNS(1G) 950PM

i One Battle After Another SCREENG-2D

: (PG) 415PM

i Springsteen: Deliver Me from Nowhere

i SCREENG-20 (TBA) 310PM

i Chainsaw Man-The Movie:reze Arc

. SCREEN6-3D(15)
P BOLLYWOOD TITLES: VIP SCREENING
Thamma SCREEM 5(16)

i N.O05AM

i CENTURY CINEMAX

i TWO RIVERS MALL - LIMURU ROAD
! SCREENT

i Gabby's Doll House:2D
: 12PM, 2PM, 4PM & BPM

1.20AM & B.30PM

. SGREEN 2

: One Battle After Another

P 1PM, 4PM, TPM & 10PM

SCREEN 3

¢ Trom: Ares 3D 12PM, 2.30PM, 5PM, 7.20PM
P &10PM

i SCREEN 4

! Springsteen: Deliver Me from Nowhere 20
12PM, 2.30PM, 5PM, 7.30PM & 10PM

i SCREEN &

i Chainsaw Man-The Movie:reze Arc

1PM, 3. 30PM, 545PM, BPM & 10PM

: SCREENG

: Good Fortune 1PM, 315PM, 5.30PM,

: T45PM & 10PM

! CENTURY CINEMAX

GARDEN CITY

: THIKA ROAD

Tron: Ares S 20-12:00PM,2:30PM, 7:30PN..
: Springsteen: Deliver Me from Nowhere Z0D
i 12D-515PME 10PM.

Good Fortune 1PM,. 315PM, 5:30FPM, 745 &
:T0OPML

! Gabby's Doll House:e : :00PM, 3:30PM,

: 5:30PM

{ The Dog 2D 7:30PM & 10PM,

i One Battle After Another 1.00FPM 4:00FPM,
T-O0PM & 10PM.

i Chainsaw Man-The Movie:reze Arc

: 12:45PM,3PM &7:45PM.

! Tron: Ares 20D-

i B5PM & 10PM.

3:00 Tupike 4:00 Mbiu 4:30 Kids
500 Baseline 6:00 Love In 40 Days
7:00 Dira YaWiki  8:00 Live Event
9:00 Friday Briefing
10:00 Football Slip M.00 Kata Rhumba
1:00 Aljazeera

KBCTV

5.00 France 24 5.05 Maombi

5.30 Gear Up 6.00 CGTN

T.00 Kudzacha 10.00 Music

1N 00 Dunda Dunda Live 12.30 Khutba

1.00 Lunchtime News 2.00 ECO Africa
2.30 Inside Governmeant

3.00 Charging Currents

213.30 Ukumbi Wa Kiislamu

4.00 Kurunzi

4.30 Club1Extra 7.00 Darubin

i .20 Vioja Mahakamani

B.00 Artitude 8.30 Red Carpet

9.00 KBC Channel 1 News 10.30 Disco

Edition (PG) Q10PM The Dog (Kenyan Film)
10:00pm The StitchHead SCREEN1&2-2D(TBA) 5 20 8PM & 10PM
Trend
12:00am  Aljazeera PR e e e R R e e e e
VA7 TV CITIZENTV
5:00 Morning Decrea’ 5:00 Pambazuka
n / 530 TV4T Fitness 5:30 PE @ Home Show
N WEEKEND 10:00 TVEY Matukio i t 5:00 Day Break
= -.3-..-. =' __ ! f&:.:q.- "._-_:I.E.I ::.-:..” :_'\e- ?:I' L W) = . H B - ﬂ S‘Ema NE DitiEEﬂ
ED!TION €3 a0 Kde 'W&:l .'%;'?' r{f»} ] Mews
9:00PM 4:00 TV4T Maws Now i 2:00 Mseto Africa
: 3 4:15 Sports Life 3:00 PE @ Home Show
Join Michelle Ngele 4:30 Ubongo Kids - Rpt 4,00 News Briefs
Odhiambo tonight 5:00 Beat Plug 4.30 Kali ni Kali
and the rest for your 6:00 La Mujer De Judas 6.00 Kenya's Gold
‘e : 7:00 TV47 Wikendi 7:00 Nipashe Wikendi 7:20 Ayana
Qe e Tip 7:30 The 77 8:00 Aurora’s Quest
roundup of top news Percent 9:00 Friday Night
stories, featuring incisive 8:00 Eco Africa 10:00 10 OVer10 1:00 Afrosinema
reports, exclusive 8:30 Nothing But Thirty 1:00 Friday Night Rpt
interviews, and powerful a;[;ﬁﬂThts Friday With Betty ;$ﬁh&zu ka
investigative pieces that 1010 Tribe 47 : -
2 5:30 Command Your Morning
uncover the truth. 12.00 Egatp!ug Mix 6:00tha Situation Room
2.00 Wild 10:00 Zilizala Viiwanjani 1:00 Yanayojiri ;
Kingdom 1:00 Mewsdesk !

AQUARIUS | JAN 21-FEB19

You may discover your em-
otions are tempered today,
as you want to turn inward,

Aguarius Do what feels most
natural for you. Don't feel bad

about doing this
PISCES|FEB20-MAR 20

Your strength lies in your

Inner resources, Pisces. You
will find that these resources

have opened up within you
this weekemf.

ARIES |[MAR 21- APR 20

Offer your services to others.

Your generosity in sprea-
ding your knowledge will be
rewarded. Things might be

rather confusing at first, but

once you start talking.

TAURUS | APR 21- MAY 20
Ifyou feel slighted today,
Taurus, don't shut your-
self off from the situation. It
may seem like everyone has

ganged up and turned against
Yo,

GEMINI | MAY 21- JUNE 21
You may wake upin a fog of
confusion this morning for
some reason. The good news
15 that the air s likely to clear
as the day continues.

CANCER | JUN 22 - JULY 22
Here's a suggestion, Ifyou get
a strange vibe about a situa-
tion today, walk away... Your
instincts will tell you if so-
mething is dangerous or not.

LEQ | JULY 23 - AUG 22

It’s time: to take charge of
your life.Don't rely on other
people to sort out your pro-
blems. There may some an-
wiaty that causes you to over-
react to a situation that nor-
mally wouldn't faze you.

VIRGO |AUG 23 - SEP 23

It’s time to show other people
that you have backbone,
Virgo. It could be that up until
now very few people have no-
ticed, since you're so flexible

and adaptable to change.

4:00 Morning Davaotion

200 KTH Classics

Funk 11.30 CGTN 12.00Club1
12.30 France 24

LIBRA|SEP 24 - OCT 23
You may be anxious to get
some new projects underway
even though they aren’t ready
JXou must first learn that pa-
tience is kay.

SCORPIO |OCT 24 - NOV
22

1T YOUR
TLURN TO

This a time for you to make
peace with yourself and with

others regarding workplace
Issues. f you aren't at work
today, this is fine.

SAGITTARIUS [ NOW 23 -
DEC 21

You might not be in the mood
to cooperate today, Sagitta-
rius, Also will most ikely want
to work on projects alone at
Your own pace.

UH-0H, I BLEW
OFF COURSE !

THERE'S A LARGE
OPENFIELP ;

CAPRICORN | DEC 22 -

JAN 20

Start today on the right foot
by projecting a positive mood
and healthy mindset, Capri-
corn. Thisis one ofthose days
inwhich it matters the most.

CAN'TYOU READ
THE SIGNZ/
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PERSONAL NOTICES

o

LOSS of Green card, K|DIKIPETO/2362

LOSS of title deed Dundoriflanet Block
LN Te% (Kiamunyeki] Paul Gichowi Myaga.,

LOSS of title deed Mairebil Block 99/111

LOSS of title deeds Kajiado! Kaputici
Morth 1463 & | 469

LOSS Of Tidle:; KilifilGongonil2524
Sidi Chula Kod

LOSS of dtle Number Karingani! Mariani
IO Erick Mawira Murcegi

LOST of Inscrument Myandori/Kiriarif226

LOST of ctle deed Mo Kajindo/Kitangels
43 1ET

LOST TiDaed: Kanyamkago/Kaware
171814 of Michaal Qlucch Muga

LOST Tite Deed AthiRiver/AthiRiver
Block 19/136 & [37(Denko) for Tahera
Abduimalik Aboo

LOST tide deed Garturi/Githimu/2253

LOST vide deed noldR 100937/13537/750
af Stephen Birori Kanyi.

LOST rcitle deed noJdR 100938/ 135371751
af Srephen Kiror Kami.

LOST tide deed no. IR 1009393537752
of Seephen Kirer Kanyl

LOST tite deed no. IR 100940/|3537/753
af Svephen Kiror Ky,

LOST title deed no. IR 100942/ 3537/755
af Seephen Kiror Ky

LOST Title Deed Mo NgandorilKirigi255%
Gibson Gichora Githalza

LOST Tite Deed Othaya! leeme-ind' | [42
af Johana Gachuhd Ruchi

LOST Title DeedSona EaseMasweta
1/&1 28 af Mdege Ochara

LOST ride ElburgoniTuri bk - 3/33({High
Field) MNjenga Mdiru {deceasad)

LOST otle kakuzi ithanga gimmmba bik
27325 Simen Wawery Gathara

LOST tide Kakuzi'Karimiri Block [V/47
LOST Titke Kisurnu/Karnyvadwara/4037

LOST Tide: Moi's Bridge/Ziwa block B
(Chepterit)/I 14 of Meetich [ob Kipyego &
lane Kipngetich

LOST tide Mjoro/Njoro bik
(Mg'endu) Michael Kihiu Maang'a

5866

PVi]Notices |

FORM PLUPA/DCYS [rAETNn)

PUBLIC NOTICE
Piwysical and Lang Use Flanning &t 2099

EXTENSION OF LISER

hoa restered wweer of paecel R, Cla-blara/Majl Metn/SE20
locabed along Marok - Selenani Road, is poposing o
atend iks ws from Agricutberal to include light Indestry
[compressed sarth block yard) subjsct bs aperml by the
Coenty Goveenment of Karok individuals, institutions st with
abjecians 1o the propocal should forsand 1he same i wiiling
within 14 days of Ehis nofioe ba:
The Counly Easoutive Commitlee Membar,
Lands, Housing, Physical Planning & Lirban Developman,

Marok County Gasemmant,

P. O/Egn BY8-20500, Kasok.
Mame of registerad plannar; Beewton G, Kanar, Reg Ma, RPP 145

FORM PLUPA/DCS3 r33][xi)
PUBLIC NOTICE

Physical and Land Use Planniag Act [No.13, 2009)
| CHANGEOFUSER |

Tha rezistersd mwmer of plot no. INOLEAITHERVEN, situated
inl.'l'lnpﬂ[!-tl.ﬂ:lf,is prapasing to Changs the wse of fasd
from MgricuMural lard use to Comseercisl cum

[Multi- dwalling wnits] land use subjeet to approval by

County Gremment of Kiinyaga.
Individuals, institulions or organicatioss with objections o
cainesents shauld sbesil them inwiiting within 14 dags of the
dene of this nothoe e

Tha CECM-Land, Housing & Urban Davelopmant.

Kirinyaga Comnty Government
P.0 Box 2ED- WE0S, Kidus.
Mama of Reglstered Plannes] (nesimus Mok
RegNed (225

B THE CHIEF COURT AT MAIRDS]
CASE R0, BT OF 2024
ETELLAR BUILDERS LIBITED. cocccoccescncscnacossc: FLAIMTIFF
VERSUS

OCCIDERTAL INSURAMCE COMPARY LIMITED..DEFERDENT
L1 1a]

GECFFREY MYORDIKUMBU..cvsiniia, F INTERESTED PARTY

HUMPHEE'Y WALDI DKLIEU T/8

QKUKL AGERCIES KUCTIDMEERS.... 2 INTERESTED PARTY

SUBSTI O SERWICERY 1SMEN
(B gy o (s B, Gl ssusd an 18 digest 3250

T Goaffesy Ryoro losmby
Humphrey Waud Ohulka Tk
Ohulos Agencies Auctioseers

TAKE MOTICE t*at a sut has been filed ageinst you at the Chied
Magistrate's Coert at Mairobi in Civill Cage N, ETIIT of 224
in which yoo sre named 2= the 1 and 2 Intaiested Parlies
raspactiealy. Serecn of summans uson you Bas baan ordered by
Ehe Honouehe Courl by means of il advert gessenl Cogia
of the Summens asd Plaint dabed 78* Kosember, 2025 mary ba
obkabned fromtha offices of Mis Mwsmuys, Kimathl & Klmani
Advocates Howen Court, Block B, BT, Alosg Wakyakl Way,
‘Westlands, Oppesite Lion Place, P.O. Box 4B800-00000,
Mairebii or 5i Lhe Chisl Magistrate's Cauel al Meisobi regisley

THRE FURTHER ROTICE that this sult has been schadulad for
Merfion for direcbons o 5™ Nevember, 2025, unbess vou enlber
appaarancs bedom the sald data, the suit shall procend mi-parta
wour Slrsanc mabwilhilasding

DATED AT HABROBI THIS 18™ DAY OF ALGLIST 2025,

MWAMUYE, KIMATHI & KIMARS ADVOCATES
ADWDCATES FOR THE FLAINTIFF

Mwarmurge, Eimathi & Kimani Advacates

Hawen Couet, Black 5 E7

Alzng Warpaki Way, Westlands, ppesiie Lien Face
[Parf: STE-DET)

F.D. B 45B00-00000

Ted: DTAESZTTI0E, OT1IL4 0834, Mairahi.

v infosl v oz e

LOST Titles - Suna Wast"Waswera
Twe'®333 and 9331, both in the mame of
Caleb Owuor Ongele

PERSONAL SERVICES

AL Acupuncture

MEN'S Vitality Clinie 0722-242243
PAIN Relief Clinic 0724-044383
vkl Health

EH replacement 0797664765
Lrik i Notices

FORM PLUPAS DS [r-B{ENxl]

THE PHYSICAL ARDLAND USE PLANING ACT [MD, E2 OF 2093)

PUBLIC NOTICE
ROTIFICATION FOR EXTENGION OF USE
The owreert o Préperly TITLE ND, KWALEMWALTILS o
cabed off Kwale Komband Rozd, in KEombani Tee, proposas o
wrtand ibs agiicultunal usetoincluds 2 G5 Basa Transeoiver
station [BTS] subject to approsal by Counly goreermmisrd
af kmale ndbvicuai=. Instititioes, Organizations ot with
abjpctong o commanta To e propoasl e reguaibed 1o
formard the same in weting within 14 deys of peblication of
fhia notice to:
CECM; Emvironment, Katursl Aescurces, Lands & Urhan
Planning

Kaale County pevemmend

PO B0 &-80403, Kemle

K of registered Flanner:

Silas Mibaahu Gichor Reg. Mo, 0249

FORM PLUPA TGS [r3{3}ixi)

THE PHYSSCKL KHD LAMD ESE PLANING KCT [ND, 13 0F 2008]

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTIFICATION FOR EXTENSION OF USE
The cwnarfs] of Froperty PLOT WO, 151 JEZA B4
INFORMAL SETTLEMENT SCHEME[Previously PLOT
MOLB4G) lccated along Fwale— Golini Fosd, in Baale |
propoess to axtend |te residential ues toincuds a GSM
Base Transoeiver station [BTS] subject to aporoval by
Caninby pornarrment of Kwale, ndividusts, Fetitufions,
Organizations efn, with cheections or comments ta the
proposal are reguested to fooweed the same in writing
wilhin 1 dava of publication ol this notices ba:
CECM: Enmviroremant, Natural Resmerces, Lands & Urhan

Manning
Hwale County govarmmant
P.OBOX &-B04 03, Kwale
Namw s registered Planoer: Silas Mssabu Gichuru Beg. Ho. 0248

Py S H
RO el T
it e il
[n)

Jdubilee
(ELEET o o

22/ 1042025
PUBLIC NOTICE

CHANGE OF PARTY
CONSTITUTION.

Pursuant to Section 20 (1) (a)
of the Political Parties Act, the
Jubilee Party hereby notifies
the general public of the change
of its constitution.

For more information, kindly
visit www.jubileeparty.ke or
our headquarters at Daraja
House, 5tate House
Mairobi.

road,

For Jubilee Party.
Hon. Jeremiah Kioni
Secretary General.

RAGELE PAMCH

WA IFRA, ®
O PO1E1E

PUBLIC NOTICE
THE PHYSICAL ANDLAKD LISE PLANNING &CT 2018

The registered owner of pance| Moo LOSTOKTOKKIBLANA
TIKOMDO/2918 loceted in Kimana, off Kimana-Leitoktok
Read is praposing Lo change e use of 1Be pogerty fom
Agricultural b2 Commercial [Tenked Campsite] subjsct ba
spprovarl by the County Gavesnment of Kaiads, indiiduals,
imstitulioes  snd ooganialions with amy  objeclion’
comments aie requined be forwaed Ehem in weiting within
fourtess [12] days fram Ehe date of this noticoe b

CECH LANDS, PHYSICAL PLANNING & URBAN
OEVELOPMENT
COUNTY GOVERNMENT OF KAJIADO
.0 BOX N-0100, KANADD.

¥kt lNotices

THE Progressive Party of Kenya (PPOK)
hereby serves notice on the NDC
Details on www.ppok.coke

REPUBLIC OF KEMYA
ISTRATE'S

BOMNFACE KHALWYALE FESTUS allas

BOMFACE KHALWALE WEKESRA ...
.. PLAIMTIFF

=VERSUS=
JAMEWYAMBUI IRUNGLU .. DEFENDARMT

SUBSTITUTED SERVICE
PERSUANT TO COURT ORDER
ISSUED ON | 8/09/2025

TAKE NOTICE char the Defendant hieresn
has 15 Days to both Enter Appearance
and file Defence from the date of this
Sdverticement, and in  defauk Jurlgmcnt
will be entered against her Summons
o enter Appgaqnu and Plaint can be
obtained from che Court regisory and also
from M& OMUNMDI BW'OMCHIRI
ADVOCATES.

DRAWM & FILED BY:
Crnunde Be' Cnchiri Sdvacaas,
At Teacherspacea-flala. g o= p=
3rd Floor, Reonibie. 125 %

P Boee 197 1-50200
BUNGOMA

CUR REF: O] CIVIL MO 366625
EMAIL: omundibwonchirii@email.com

Cellphone Mo, 0727-536T38 |
OTe9-TI6805

FOR SALE OR WANTED

I.YiglMiscellaneous

S puumen
4 ioasia

Aakahislid

“Lpsiaiic Look

Call FarQrdors

0748676402

il Miscellaneous

.’I--R‘- [r"lfl

BEWARE OF
SCAMMERS!

TRUST ONLY
ROTO MOULDERS
LIMITED

TANKS

EWIET LIKN & TAME
¥
OFF ENTERPRISE ROAD,
OPPOSITE ROAD A, NAIROBI

#2354 798 441 100
OF22 303 486
0F33 589 &l
OF14 978 758

RotoTanks
1 wrerwrotomoulders. com

JEI0 PLASTHCS LIMITED

Sameer Infuiral Park. € rearprice Bapd

POk B AT - DoOS 0, Madiva b, Mg

Sl 3254 Jrin 3300450 + 354 (0] SRkl
2204 |0 IRIES

b b i+ 32 (DTPRT5 600 0D
Wpbodp: mrmra oo o0 ke

Era® inlaglefs.ca ks

SITUATIONS VACANT

¥ixlWomen

SALES ladies needed 0711832184

RESIDENTIAL &
BUSINESS PROPERTIES

Nl Land, Plots for Sale

0.4, | ac CBD 0734690959

112,550 acs Karen 0734690959

|, 2 acs Upperhill 0734690959

ISINYA lac behind Sai Sathya School prize
prize 4m ONO call owner 0724138459

RUAL 1/2 acre. Ovwner 0722797967

RUMDA panafric Rd plot 0714137 1 44

READERS

ARE ADVISED

Ta maks recessary enquiries and mie advice
bedérrm esvling mmnEp mouiting axpenaei or
aviaring inta Mnding comimiovents in relatan
o an phverchament

MHATION MEDA GROUF sl not ba
Tetvlad o Baay o damige inturtid aF iaTaied
a5 2 wesulc of 4 resder acceprng or offering
0o poEpr B0 bmvimdon  cossained in an
adveriivemmnk publshed in it rewspapers.

Far further enguiries

Call: 0719 038 665/3/216
or amail sdcentreske.nationmedia.com

READERS

ARE ADVISED

To rake necessary enquiries and take advice
Eefore sending money, incurming espenses or
snberng into hindng commiments in ekticn
10 an pdvertisamint,

MNATION MEDEA GROUP shal noc be
lable feer |oas o damage ncurred e siillened
as a resul af a reader accepting or oflering
io accept an mwimtion con@ined Boan
atvartsemant published i 25 nawapagars

For further enquiries

Call: 0719 038 6654/ 3/2M%
or emaik: adcentredie.naticnmadia.com

THIKA Sac 9 half ac 0721299680

THIKA town aftar flyover 4 acres touching
superhlghveay 0712512461 far decails

Pramis:us, Offices to Let |

BUSINESS-FOR-LEASE
LOCATION: Buruburu at The point mall
Business Type: Food/delivelry/aakesway
fully Equipped business premises available
for lease at an affordable rate @ conoact

0721485687

:riviProperties for Sale

ALLSOPS ssrory 60m 0722467230

BURUBURU incomplete Bflacs 2brm &
Ibdm Umaja & type B 2br 0722475785

GREEMSPAM 3 biroom 0TE9966244

¥ Properties for Sale

LANGATA, Blk of appts 0734690959

MATHARE Morth area iv 3sttorey house
with 21 rooms GITHURAI {45) Brooms
& [Orooms Tassia Jscorey with 3 shops &
Ibedsiter Uhuru Estare 3bedroom house
Eayole 5 sporey 47rooms 0729475785

Y Properties to Let

LANGATA 3br+ 5q 60k 0722739555

RUIRW Twiga 40/B0Z.5m 0714137 144

Location, Uasin Gishu County.

Eldoret VWater
Limited (Eldcwas).

Christine Kibor,

Mekesa Makokha,
Glorta, Fred, Marlon, Precious and Abidan,

vigil at his home in Kapsiliot Farm.

-ILDI:atiun. Uasin Gishu County.

L

Until his demise, he was an employse of
and Sanitation Company

Son of the late jackson Kiptugen Kipkore
Chesurup, the lace Mama 3elina Jephkorir and

Husband of Betsy Chemweno and Elizabeth
Father of Wiian, Sylvia,

Brother of |arwe, johana, Agnes, Grace, Ogla,
Staphen, lsaac, Edwin, Alex, Janet and Sharon.

ELDOWAS

Death and Funeral Announcement

It iz with humble acceptance of God's will that
we announce the passing on of Mr Stankey
Fembaoi Kiptugen of Kapsiliot Farm, Moiben

Stanley Kemboi
Kiptugen

The cortege leaves lten mortuary today Friday 24ch Ocrober, 2025 for an overnight
Burial service will be on Saturday 25th Ocrober, 2025 from 9am Kapsiliot Farm, Moiben

May God rest his soul in eternal peace.

Revelation 2 [:4 “He will wipe every tear from their eyes™

Grace Chefangat Tamilpoi Bira of Roret village, Kisiara
lacation, Buretl Sub-County, Kericha Coanty which
occwrred on |8th October 3025 after a short #iness,

Grace was a bedoved daughter of the ke Kosiga
Arap Yavor and che boe Tapmyodel Yator She was the
beloved wile of the lake James Kipketer Arap Bira

She was the devored mother of the late Sarzh

the late Martha Chemotai, Esthes TumiUS&), Lilly
Borir, Lodse Mgerich and Mebamiah Keter

She was 2 dear sister of the late Musa Chensyat, the

the late Marcha Bor, the late Mosain Cheruspar and
the lare Obar Chepehirchir

She was a slster- in-law of the late Tom Biracha lace
Orhot Philipu, the late Obot Kiptererthe bie Eisha
Bira. Mathew Bira the late Mary Charulyot[Obot
Amos), the hte Mary Cheruiyot(Obat Esther), Sarah

the late Mathew Bor and the bte Arap Chang'wony.

Tum, Howard Kore and Samuel Mg'etich.

0742 451 364 « Gilbert Eorir).

Death and Funeral Announcement

W are saddened o anmounce the dembse of Mrs,

Chephwony, Professor |oseph Eeter, Priscila Ronch,
Elizabath Bira, the fare Kipkemaol, the late Kipkoadh,

lare Martha Kenurgu, the fae Kipkones Chersgpar,

Cherviyot (Obot Kipngenal, the e lasc Kenungu,

Grace Chelangat
Tamilgoi Bira
(1919-20215)

She was mother-n-lus of Mary Keger, Janer Keter, e lite Stanley Cheploscny, the late joef Rano, Henry

Family, friends and relatives are meeting daily for prayers at theic home in Roret from 2 pm.
The maln fund ratsing wi# be held at homse Roret on Tuesdey Hch Oomaber J025 fram 1 pro (Mpesa Mo

The cortege will leaos Siloam Fureral Home: Keriche on Friday 31st October 2025 at %00am for funeral
service at African Inland Church (AT} Roret Burial will take place at home on Samurday Bsc Mow 2025,

. 1 hove fought a good fight, | have finished the roce, | have kept the foith. Ind Timothy 4:7
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Death and Funeral Announcement

It is with deep serrow and humble acceptance
of God's will that we announce the demise of
Anthory Kamau Mwangi (Daktari of Sirimon
Pharmacy Makuru).

The lace Anthory Kamau Mwangi was a
beloved third born ton of the late Phillip
King'ong's Gachagwa and the late BilhaWangu
King'ang'c.

He was a brather of the late George Muchami,
Simon Muriithl, Peter Wachira, the late Ann
Wangui, the lte Lawrence Mdungu, john ] i
Kiryua and Francis Kiru, [ I}I.
Anthony was a loving husband of Catherine

Ly
Wanjira Kamau and a caring father of Evelyn | |
Wangu, Carcline Mudhoni and Philip Mhwangi, .:I &
He was a loved son Indlaw of the hte Miano il.t# [

Gikandi and the late Wangui Miano, He was
the father In-law of &hvin Kimoita and Elizaberh
Wambui.

Babu was a dedicated grandfather, of Angela
Wanjira, Idris MNdirangu, Mina Mer, 54fa
Musanga, Elana Muthoni, Meema YWanjira, and Zion Kamauw.

Anthony Kamau
Mwangi

He was a cherished uncle, cousin, nephew, brother infaw, friend and father figure 1o many. He
will be gready missed.

Daily funeral arrangements are been conducted at 5t Andrews Church Maircbi and at his
Manyuki home, Sirimon farm at Mgenid MNjérd.

IThe burial will be held on Tuesday 28/ 10/2025, at his Sirman farm Manyuki The cortoge leaves
Cotage hospital Marpaki at 8.00am.

FOREVER IN OUR HEARTS WITH LOVE AND MEMORIES.

Death Announcement

Samwel Ogango Arum

It is with deep sorrow and humble acceptance of God's will that we announce the passing
of Samwel Cgango Arum, who died suddenly on Saturday, October |9ch, due vo cardiac
arrest

Beloved Son of Shadrack and Prisca Arum whe hall frem Eamgere, Rusings, Homabay
County, He was a cherished brother of Susan Jobande, Jahn Arum and fames Arum.

Brotherin-low of Peter Jobanda and Janet Mgina Arum, Uncle of Loise, Cedric, Lwanda,
Abigail, Alaine, Austin amongst others, cousin and nephew to many. His warm spirit and
presence will be profoundly missed by his faruily and all who knews him.

Cally mecsngs are bebng held av his parents’ home In Langaa. Further decasls regarding
the viewing, funeral service, and burial will be communicated in due course. There will be
o a Prayer Service and Harambee on 25th October at 2,00pm at the Mill Hill Hall, Chelsea
| Marina Court, Langata.

“I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even
, though they die; and wheoever llves by Believing in me will never die.” (John | 1:25-

26, NIV)

t go where the path may
» instead where there is

nﬂpath and leave a trail.

~ Ralph Waldo Emerson ~

CHATWITHUS ON

WHATSAPP NUMBER:
0799616161

Death and Funeral Announcement

It is with profound sorrow that
we announce the passing on of Dr
Foulata Tabitha Kwena of Emauko
- Marachi Busia and Fumyula on [4th
October 2025 after a short illness.

She was the daughter of the late Anthany
and Emily Acks Kwena,

She was wife of the fate Patrick M.
Shilisia; Mother of Tara, the late Ray, the
late S3am, and the late Sonia.

Sister of the late Jane. the late Solomon,
Esther; Julius. Truphena and David Kwena,

the late Mathew, Tito and the late | L ..*" ' .

Christine. .

Rk e olliers Dr. Foulata Tabitha
' Kwena

The cortege will leave the Coptic 1971 - 2025

hospital morwary on 27th October,
2025 at 2.00pm for an overnight vigil at her Karen home.

Requim Mass will be held on 28th October, 2025 at ACK 5t. Mathew’s Hardy,
Karen Mairobi. Burial will be at Langata Cemetery thereafterww.

- ~ 2nd Timothy 4:7 ~
I/ "1 have fought the good fight, | have finished the race, | have kept the
faith™.

Death and Funeral Announcement

It is with deep sorrow and humble acceptance
al Ged's will that we anmounee the passing on
af Mre Jane Warmbul Macharia (Marma Mjerd),
beloved wife of Mr. W, |. Macharia Kamag of
Tigani, which ocourred on Friday, | 7th October
202% after a period of shore iliness,

She was a loving rmother of Peninah Bjeri
Macharia, Mjarnbi M. Macharia, Anne Wangul
Macharia, Mavureen Swella Macharia and Yvonne
Carcll Macharia, Doting grandmother of Sinaya
Mjeri. Daughoer of the e Mr. Sospeter Mbugua
Kiburi and Mary Mjambi Mbugua of Gathiga,
Kiambu County, and daughter-in-bw of the lace
Mr. John Kamau Macharia and the bie Paninah
Mjerl Kamau of Meecha.

Sistar of Mjuguna, the lawe YWambal, Kingpua,
Mijcki, Wanjiku, Wanjiru and Mdum, Sister-

inclow of Matere, Kimani, Wangu, Wanjgiru and .
vl s Jane Wambui
Family and frlends are meetng dally for prayers Hacharia

and funeral arrangements at the family homa in
Tigani (opposite Echuka signboard) from 400
pm. it 5:30 P

(Mama Njeri)

The cortepe leaves AAR Hospital Kiambu Rd on Wednesday, 19th Oeraber 2035 ar 8:00 a.m. for
a funeral service at ACK All 5aines Chureh Limurg scaeting an 10000 am, followed by incerment
at the farmily home i Tigond,

“I have fought the good fight, | have finished the race, | have kept the faith,™
= 2 Timothy 4:7

May her soul rest in eternal peace,

Death and Funeral Announcement

It |5 with humbbe acceprance of God's will thar we
anncunce the passing of Professor Peter Anthony
Martinug  Myongesa  Misika, which coturred on
Friday, | fth Ocrtober 20235, at 5t. Francis Eﬂrr'rnuniq.'
Haoapizal, Mairoba sfter o shorg illness.

Professor Misike was a distingusshed schelr and
cducator who served at Eperton Undversicy upto

1958 when e reired.

Barn on Lleh June (932 ve Lave Mzee Micholiy
Walumol Misiko and Lave Susana Mamdooye in
Chelekeyi-Misikhu, he was the belowed husband o
tha lace Esther |ephkorir Misikoo, and h:-'nng father of
Cyrithia Masike Chebil, Prol Chelagat Mamulunda
Misikes, Mafula Elizabath Misika, David Tembi Misila,
Fluth Misiko Yillinger and Paul Mabonga Misika.

Brother to the lae Edward H:%uém gineg| =g
Maurison, 0 yl—HRE
Bishap ﬁgﬁi.@ﬁf&m ﬁ@' e

Gilbart, lata Alearder, Lynatoe, Mafuna among othars

Son-in-tw t the e Phillip Kandie Cheproo and
Susan Tumgo Kandie. Brather in law to kee Martha
Eolomiy, boe Paris Kimwarey, late Enoch, Eurice
Cheragony, Agnes Cherogony late Amos, Dirah
Tongony lave Eric. Dr Kaabon, Amb. Jubus Kandie,
late Salomon, Mary, Rosebalah, Laice, Bripid, Eunice,
Samuel amang others,

Fatherdrfaw to Sarpisel Karmgogo. Belan Stefamec,
Melson Sitand, fennifer Lagac, Jandouwe Villinger and Clarice Ouma.

Cherished grardfather to Allan, Bryan, Chebet, Chepchumba, Chipego, Amold, Christian, Massima, Maima,
Aghley, and Darian,

Funeral Service will b= beld on Friday, 24th Corober 2025, ar 400 pm. a0 50 Francs Church, Kasaranl,
Requeary Mass will take place on Thursday, 30ch Oceober 2025, at Immaoulave Hearr of Mary Misikh Parizh,

inl will b on Friday, 31ss Ooreber 2005, av 100 noan, a the family home in Kambinl Village, Fimedili
ral Sub-location, Bungoma County.

“Thonks be to God for His indescribable gift™ Ind Corinthions 9:15.
Moy his soul rest in eternal peace.

Professor Peter
Anthony Martinus
Myongesa Misiko

Celebration of a Life well Lived

It & with humble acceprance of Gods will
that we announce the death of Eundce Hiuko
‘Wandaka, on 20th October 20215, She hails frem
Mgaini viflage, Mathira West, Myeri County.

Beloved wife of the Late Joseph Danisl Wandaka,
Craughter of the Late Paul Kiberenga and the
Lave Martha Mjeri.

Loving mather of Tom & YWambai Wambupu,
Paul (Posh) & jacqueline Kiberenge, Mike &
Margnr:t Hu]-:_mﬂa.j.an::‘ﬂl‘aniiqu and Helen Mjeri,

Grandmother of Mwochi & Sellah, Spephanie &
Sancho, Wandaka, |eremy & Carol, Romea, Bush,
Paulah, Sheena, Michelle, Wambe, Kaylah and
Ather.

Gereat grandmother of Liam, Kendra, Seikchi and
Lahra.

Sicter of the bte Wachira, the late Bderitu,
IHannah, Rev. Kaiguire, the late Gatheru, Wanjira,
Wambui and Kariul,

P i ¢ ' b
Eunice Hiuko

Wandaka

Craughter in-law of the late Thamas YWambugu
and the ke Regina ¥Wanjiru, Sunrise: 27/10/1939

% Lot il o e kitw: Fiikcia 4 ik ot Sunset: 20/10/2025

Warnbugu, the late Wangui, the lave Wakonyu & Mdegea, Kirigo, Mjukia & the late Julia, Charity,
Jeyca, Rose and Mutegi,

Fainily and friends are meeting at the All Saints Cathedral Chureh today Friday 24th Octobar and
Jerugalem Estate daily fram 5:00pm.

e cortege leaves Kemyarta Referral Hospital on Monday 27th Qcrober 2025 at 6:00am. The
Fumeral service takes place thereafer at her home In Gachika Yillage, Mathira Wast, Myerl County.

“WMay the Almighty God Rest her soul in Eternal Peace™.

Honour and
Support, All in

One Place grace.

At your most difficult moment,
let us help you honour your loved
one with dignity while giving your
family and friends a trusted place

Lo support.

Mdura Mgechu.

BOORKA
DIGITAL
OBITUARY

wiow. buriani.africa
Contact us on
0719 038 661
0719 038 662

late Lucas Githinji.

A product of Nation
Media Group In
partnership with

home in Karia Village.

J5 M-Cha
A

1+ B 1012 3

Daughter of the late Ngechu Wamonde and the late Maryanne

Loving wife of the late Antony MNjau Mukua. Sister of the late
Machaga Ngechu and the late Gladys Wambui Muchai.

Loving mother of Regina Wanjiku (Ruiru), Bernard Muchai
(UK), Godwin MNdichu (Nakuru), Samuel Gitau (Mbi), the late
Mary Mduta, Julius Chaga {Pekay Bros), James Mathu (Blue
Post), Simon Mbugua (Ruiru), Ng'ang’a Njau (Bremar Ltd), Lydia
Wairimu (Githunguri), Cosmas Ngunyi (Nakuru), Melly Wanjiru
(Juja Prep), Joan Wambui (Mza), Bibian Waringa (Bidco) and the

Friends and family are meeting daily from 4.00 pm at her
residence in Karia village, Lioki location to plan for her burial.
There will be a requiem mass on Friday 24th October and Tuesday 28th October 2025 at 4.00 pm at her

Celebrating a Matriarch

It is with humble acceptance of God’s will that we announce
the passing on of Cecilia Mwende Njau of Karia village, Lioki
lacation in Githunguri, Kiambu County which eccurred on 215t
October 2025 after a short illness borne with forticude and

Cecilia Mwende
Njau

1932 = 21st October 2025

Loving mother-in-law of her daughters and sons in-love.
Grandmaother and great grandmother of many.

Mchanga residence.
." The cortege will leave KU Referral Hospital morwary (KUTRRH) on Wednesday 29th October 2025 at 8.00
Nation Media Group ,\Ia-m for the funeral service at Sacred Heart Catholic Church Githare-ini. Burial will follow thereafrer ac her

“I have fought a good fight, | have finished the race, | have kept the faith" ~ 2nd Timothy 4:7
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Celebration Of Life

It is with deep sorrow thar we announce the passing of Rose
Angela Mjer Mboche an Tussday 3150 Oeeaber, 2025

Daugheer af Peter Mboche Mwangi, Deputy Coungy

Couney and Christing Mboche of Magnum Credit, Mairobi,

Sisrer of Samuel Mwangi Mboche of Mangu High Schoal
Granddaughrer of the lae Samuel Mwangl Mboche and Rose
Mjeri Samwel, the lage Jonah Masika and Risper Masika She

wis mece, oousin and a friend o mariy,

Prayers are being held daily at her parent’s home at Kahawa
Subari, Kiy River Drive, Riverssde Court, and at thair mural
home Myakiznga village. Mpumbl Locadon, Mathsopa Sub-
County in Muranga Coungy.

The cortege will lese Montensuma Moenalisa Funeral Home,
Kabati on Monday the Iith Ohctober, 2025 2t 8.00 am to her

peaceful resting place at che family hame  Myakianga Villape.
Bgumbi Locadion, Mathioya Sub-Caunty in Murang'a County

E In God's hand you rest, in our hearts you remaln

Rose Angela
Njeri Mboche

forever,

A Heartfelt Appreciation

Elizabeth Nzisa Mbatha (Kavumbu)
1945 — 05/10/2025

‘e, the farnily of the late Elizabeth Mbatha, are deeply grateful for the incredible emationzl, spiritual,
and firancial suppart we Fecelved during this difficult time. God wruly sends people in cur lives when
wi naed them st and each of you has been a Blassing v us

Your genanssiny, wisios, kind words of comfort. and constant encouragement gaee Us sorengrh as we
navigated the koss of cur beloved mathar, grandmother, sister and aunc Through your fowa, we wera
able o give her a fitting farewell, cne that reflected her incredible life and legacy. You embraced
us with cpen hexrts, showing God's love in ways we will never forget. May God bless each of you
abiandantly

W also wish oo extend a special thank you to the caregivers and stafl who made Mum’s e
comformable in her final years, as wedl as the docvors and nurses ac Malreb Hospital whe cared
for her dunng: her hospilizason. Cur heartielt gr;timdr,: goes Lo Lee Funeral Homs and o the
funeral committees in Mairobi 2nd Machakas who ensured that Mum was laid to rest with dignity
and hanor.

A sincere thank you to the Churches and Miniseries thae hosted or led the prayers and memaorial
services—Mairchl Chapel, Malrobs Bapst, Good Shepherd ACK St Barnabas, AKC Sun Valley and
ABC MarndlokiEavumbe Your support through prayer and fallosship has been 3 source of greac
comfore

While it is impossthle o individially mention avery one of you, please know that we hold your

kindness and support close to our hearts. Your prayers, encouragement, and assistance have made
e weight of our bass more bearable. With profound gratioude, we offer this nooe as a woken of
| our appraciadon,

May God continue ta bless each of you richly.
With deepest thanks,
The Mbatha Family.

:IJLI-'LI.IEH'HI.
MINISTRY OF INTERIOR AND NATIONMNAL ADMIMISTRATION
MATIONAL REGISTRATION BUREAL

Death and Funeral Announcement

It is with humble acceptance of God's
will that we anmounce the passing of
Caroline Wanjupe Muthonjo {Chugu),
who until her demise was working with
the Ministry of Interior and MNatiomal
Administration, State Department for
Immigration and Citizen Services —
Mational Registration Bureau.

She was the beloved daughter of James
Muthonjo and the late Mary Waithira
Muthonjo.

Siscer of John Macharia, Lucy Muthoni,
the late Mearcy Myaguthii and Tiffany
Wanjiru. Sister-in-law of Raphael Muriuki
and Grace Macharia

Loving auntie of Stacy Wanjiru. Sammy
Macharia, Tamara Waithira, Seacy
Waithera, Muthenjo Macharia, Raphaela
Wangari, Moses Macharia, Esther
Macharia, Adiel Munene among others,

-

Caroline Wanjugu
Muthonjo (Chugu)

Family, friends and relatives are meeting
at Homeland Inm, Thika Road, from

Tuesday o Friday starting at 600 pm  Sunrise: | 2* March, 1981 ~
and at home in Thaichi village for prayers.

Sunset: | 8™ October, 2025
The cortege will leave KL Refferal

H,Hmplml Marwaary on Monday 2Tth Ocrober, 2025, for burial at Thaithi village,
Kirimukuyw location, Mathira Division, Mathira Sub-County in Myeri County on the
same day.

¥The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord.”

spirits weary,

cang,

encouragement.

DO

Governments,

honoured by your presence.

CHATWITHUSON
WHATSAPP NUMBER:
0738 616161

Ve, the family of Professor Karega Mutahi, express our deepest
gratitude to God for the blessing of his |ife and the grace He
praovided him throughout his life, Yve extend our deepest
appreciation and thank all who stood with us during his illness,
passing and final farewell, Your presence, kindness and support
gave us strength at a time when our hearts were heavy and our

We sincerely thank the doctors, nurses, and medical staff of Aga
K.han Hospital. A special appreciation to the dedicated team of
Professor's caregivers for their treless efforts and compassionate

Special recognition to the church community and dergy of All
Taints Cachedral, Mairebi, ACK Bishop of Murang’a and ACK
Kaganjo Church Kiriaini for their spiritual support. prayers and

A big thank vou to the Kiriaini Security Personnel for ensuring
our safety and an incident free day. To the Youth of Kiriaini,
thank you too for your presence and support Heartfel
thanks to the Director of Education, Murang’a County and the
management and staff of 5t Angela Kiriaini Girls High School for
accommodating us. & very special thank you to the management
and staff of Goshen Farm Hotel, Kiriaini. Your hospitality, care and
underscanding was an enormous blessing to us,

WWe wish to recognize the presence of Professors former
colleagues and friends from the Mational and County

To the team from Mfangano lsland who travelled many hours
to bid Professor farewell, we were truly humbled and deeply

Appreciation

Professor Karega Mutahi

Te all gur friends and well-wishers, our neighbours both in Mairebi and Kiriainl, thank you for your visics, comfordng words and
assistance. Special thanks to Hse. 478 for opening your home to us.

™ Many thanks to the funeral committees for ensuring everything ran smoothly. A warm thank you to our immediate and extended
farnilies for their unwavering love, presence, sUpport and encouragement.

Finally, to all who contributed in ways big and small- through financial support. organizing the funeral, or simply being present-
’please accept our heartfelt thanks and may God bless you always.

Celebration of a life well lived

Francis Gichiri Ndua (GN)

It is with deep sorrow that we announce the death of Francis Gichiri Ndua
(GM) of Kiambu County after a short iliness bravely borne. Gichiri was the
eldest child of the late Peter Ndua Gichiri and the late Elizabeth Njeri Ndua
of Mutomo Village.

Until his death he was a Senior Consultant at Maritime Business &

Economic Consultants Limited and a former Managing Director at Kenya
Ports Authority.

Beloved husband of Catherine Wamuyu Gichiri and 5on in Law of Isabella
Mutheni and the late Arthur Kabugi.

Cherished Father of Carcline Gichiri, Denis Ndua, Kabug Arthur, Muthoni
Gichiri and Debora Gikeno.

He was a brother of Agnes Muna, Teresia Mjoki, James Gitau, the late
George Wachira, the late John Thue, Regina Murugi, Paul Ngugi, Magdalene
Wambui and Monica VWanjeri.

Laving grandfather of Imani Njeri, Lee Gichiri, Levi Kagimbi and Luke Kamiti.
Father in Law to Dorcas Wairimu Kagimbi and a friend of many.

Family and friends are meeting at his homes along Greenwood Drive, Myali,
Mombasa and Mokoyeti Road East, Karengata, Mairobi from Thursday 23rd
October 2025, Funeral arrangements will be announced later,

L I have fought the good fight, | have finished the race,

I have kept the faith (Ind Timothy 4:7)

Death and Funeral Announcement

Elidah Wanjiku Kiunga (Mrs Kiunga)

It &5 with heavy hearts that we announce the passing of Mrs. Elidah Wanjiku Kiunga, which
occurred on 20th Ccober 2025 while receiving treatment at Kanyatta University Hospital,

She was the beloved daughter of the e Benjamin Hote Mjagl, the lace Agnes Mugect Horle,
and the laze |ane Wanjiku Hotie Dasghter-in-law of the laze Bedan Thiong'a, Hellen YWangari
Thinng'n.:nd Bitha Waniin.l ﬁiﬂng‘-:l.

Sha was the loving wife of the late John Kiwnga Thiong'o, and 3 devoted mother of Ancony
Thicng'o and the late Mercy Walthera. Rose Wangari, Benson Hode and Ernma Mdura, and
Juddy MugechiShe was a cherished grandmother of Brian, lan, Ben, Clinven, Matasha, Tamara,
Calvin, Levien, Matakia, and Flavia.

Elidah was a dear sister of the lave Eudius, Mwangi, Kamau, Njeri, Mjagi, Yangui, Muga, and
Macharia. and a valued sistar-n-law of Geoffrey, Purity. John, Samuel, Alice \William, and the late
Julius, Edward, Mancy, Jane, Badh, Wacul, Lameck, and Darmaris. She will be fondly remermbered
as a leving aunt, friend, mentos and a plllar of strength to many. Her kindness, generosity, and
unmwavering bove for her family and community will remain an enduring legacy.

Family and friends are masting daily ac Blue Springs Hotel {along Thika Road) and at her
horme in Myangitl, Gitugl for prayers and funeral arrangements. The corega will leave Eenpama
University Hospltal Morouary on Tuesday, 28th Ocoober 2025, for a funeral service at Myangizl
primary play ground and there after burial at her home.

“Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.”
"Yes," says the Spirit, “they will rest from their labor, for their deeds will follow them.”
= Revelatien 14:13

We love you, Mum.
Mwaolimu, rest peacefully in Gods hands, Amen.
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Taekwondo Olympian Faith Ogallo takes on
new role of environmental conservation P. 40
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Athletics

Why Ruth
Chepng’etich will
keep world record
despite three-year
ban by Athletics
Integrity Unit for
doping

<« P40

Kenyan athletes who will compete in 2025 Summer Deaflympics pose for a photo
yesterday with officials from Anti-Doping Agency of Kenya after a training at Moi

International Sports Centre, Kasarani.

PHOTC | POOL

Action in the PGK Tour sixth leg gets
under way at Diamonds Leisure

BY VICTOROTIENO

The Kenyan squad that will compete at
the 2025 Summer Deaflympics have gained
valuable insights into competing clean,
thanks to a four-day workshop by Anti-Dop-
ing Agency of Kenya (ADAK).

The initiative, which was a collaboration
between the Ministry of Sports and ADAK
concluded on Thursday at Mol Internation-
al Sports Centre, Kasarani in Nairobi.

The 2025 Summer Deaflympics will take
place in Tokyo from November 15 to 26.

Kenya will be represented by a contingent
of 177 athletes. Kenyan athletes will com-
pete in five disciplines - athletics, swimming,
golf, women’s basketball and men's hand-
ball.

Kenya has been on the spot over the ris-
ing cases of doping. Last month, ADAK sur-
vived sanctions after the World Anti-Doping
Agency (WADA) gave it more time to be ful-
Iy compliant with its rules governing clean
sport.

Addressing the press after conclusion of
the training yesterday, Kenya Deaf Athletics
coach Samuel Kibet said the initiative will
2o a long way in preserving the country’s
good reputation in deaf athletics.

“Our country has been so much affected

by doping. Luckilly, we have never had such
1ssues in deaf athletics team,”said Kibet.

“We want to believe that after this ses-
sion of anti-doping, they will be more in-
formed than before, We need to safeguard
our sports and there is no better way of do-
ing it than being informed so we thank the
ADAK team for visiting us,” he added.

Team Kenya captain Isaac Atima not-
ed that the training had enlightened them
about the prohibited substances that they
should avoid to prevent sanctions.

He encouraged his fellow athletes to abide
by the regulation to avoid being deranled by
sanctions.

“This training has helped us to under-
stand what substances to avoid,” Attma, who
competes in men’s 400m and 400m hurdles,
said.

“We have been trained many times. As an
athlete, I need to run clean and train with-
out using banned substances which are not
beneficial to the athlete. I would like to en-
courage my colleagues to be cautious with
what they are using because if one uses a
substance which is prohibited, it can lead
to sanctions and an end to one’s career” he
added.

Hunt for Kenya Open slots on in Kwale

BY LARRY NGALA

The hunt for slots in the 2026 Magical
Kenya Open resumed yesterday at Dia-
monds Leisure Golf Club in Kwale, where
a field of 39 players listed their names to
battle it out for cash and points towards
the PGK Equator Tour Order of Merit.

The event which follows the fifth leg
held at the par 73 Nakuru Golf Club
course on October 5, like the rest, offers a
prize fund of Sh1.5 million. The winner
will take home Sh201,000.

Taking charge in the opening round,

was Kenya Railway Golf Club's Samuel
Njoroge who fired an impressive four un-
der par 68,a round that included six bird-

1es and two bogeys.

Making an early chase for the top was
senior pro Dismas Indiza who howeyv-
er dropped three shots at the front nine
despite having started with two back to
back birdies. It is however the back nine’s
bogeys at the 14th and 17th which denied
him the leadership.

However Indiza who won the fifth leg at
the Nakuru Golf Club on October 5, still
managed to close day one of the tourna-
ment on one under par 71,to tie for sec-
ond place with Karen’s Edwin Mudanyi
who also shot one under par 71. The last
time the pros were at Leisure 1n August,
Indiza was beaten by Rwanda’s Celestin
Nsanzuwera in the Sunshine Develop-
ment Tour East Africa Swing.

2026 Women’s Afcon qualifiers Kenya is two matches away from Cup

Starlets in final push
for place in Africa Cup

The team plays Gambia from 4pm at Nyayo in first leg of final round of the qualifiers

-
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Starlets

goalkeep- arambee Starlets will host Gambia from 4pm

er Annedy today; in the first leg of the final round of 2026

Kundu trains
with the team
yesterday

at Nyayo
MNational Sta-
dium, PHOTO |
POOL

Women's Africa Cup of Nations (Wafcon) qual-
ifiers at Nyayo National Stadium.

The reverse fixture will be played on Tuesday at
Stade Lat Dior in Thies, some kilometres to the east
of Senegal’s capital city Dakar because Gambia does
not have a stadium that meets Caf standards.

The aggregate winner will qualify for 2026 Waf-
con which will be held in Morocco from March 17 to
April 3 next year.

Speaking to journalists yesterday at Nyayo Nation-
al Stadium, Starlets coach Beldine Odemba said the
teamn utilised a three-week training camp in Nairobi
to adequately prepare for the crucial fixture.

*The girls are in high spirits and looking forward
to the match. Despite external pressure, the team re-
mains focused, and morale is high,”she said.

In their first meeting, the Caf“A” hcensed coach 13
confident they have adequately prepared for their
opponents.

“We have analyzed Gambia’'s last two matches
against Niger, and identified their strengths and
weaknesses. We understand their scoring approach
and will ensure they don’t gain any points against
us."noted Odemba.

Team captain and veteran defender Dorcas Shiko-
be urged fans to turn up in large numbers to sup-
port the squad. Shikobe, who was the assistant cap-
tain of Kenya's squad at the 2016 Wafcon held in
Cameroon, urged fans to support them as they do
the men’s team, Harambee Stars, despite the tough
match ahead.

“It will be a tough match, but we urge fans to come
and support us like they do the men'’s team Haram-
bee Stars,”she said.“The squad has young new fac-
es and we are constantly pushing them as football is
for everyone regardless of age.”

starlets are aiming for their second appearance
in the tournament a decade, while Gambia, nick-
narmed “Scorpions”seek their first qualification af-
ter unsuccessful attempts in 2018, 2022, and in 2024,

“Wafcon offers invaluable exposure and a plat-
form for players to impress top clubs,” goalkeeper
Lilian Awuor who plays for Romanian Club Farul
Constanta said. As of yesterday, Odemba had not
yet announced the final squad for the match. Yes-
terday’s training session included 23 of the 40 play-
ers from the provisional squad.

Notable names in the squad include goalkeep-
ers Annedy Kundu, Awuor, and Mercy Akoth. The
team’s backline will consist of Lorine llavonga, Ruth
Ingosi, Tabitha Amoit, Shikobe, Enez Mango, Leah
Andiema,and Vivian Nasaka.

Medina Abubakar, Corazone Aquino, Diana Wac-
era, Martha Amnyolet, Elizabeth Muteshi, Lavender
Ann, and Fasilah Adhiambo will control the mid-
field.

The team’s attack will feature Mwanalima Adam,
Tumaini Waliaula, Violet Nanjala, Elizabeth Wam-
bui, Arine Madalina, and Catherine Khaemba.

The Kenyan girls concluded their training yester-
day morning at Nyayo National Stadium, while the
Scorpions arrived on Wednesday night and trained
at the same venue yesterday evening.

Coached by Mariama Sowe, the West Africans fi-
nalized their 23-player squad last Sunday, and have
six foreign-based players in the squad. Two of the
team’s players are based in Senegal, with one each
in Latvia, Spain, Estonia, and Russia. The remaining
18 are local-based players.

The Starlets reached the final stage of the quali-
fiers by defeating Tunisia 1-0 on aggregate in Feb-
ruary, drawing 0-0 in Nairobi and winning 1-0 in
Sousse with an early goal thanks to striker Tereza
Engesha.
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Roads to be

closed ahead
of StanChart
Marathon

BY AYUMEA AYODI

The Traffic Department has an-
nounced road closures in Nairobi
from Saturday as the city prepares
to host the 2025 Standard Char-
tered Nairobi Marathon.

Yesterday, Nairobi Traffic Com-
mander Joseph Chirchir said the
Southern Bypass will be closed
starting from midnight on Satur-
day till Sunday at 2pm for the mar-
athon. The Southern Bypass will
be closed from the Ole Sereni in-
terchange to Kikuyu town. Vehi-
cles using the Southern bypass
will be diverted to Mombasa Road
via Uhuru Highway.

While making the announce-
ment, Mr Chirchir said there
would be minimal traffic disrup-
tion during this year's race, which
will be held on Sunday.

Mr Chirchir also announced that
the Southern Bypass will be closed
at different points, including Gita-
ru near Kikuyu, the upper deck of
the Neong Road interchange, and
the Inland Contaimner Depot.

Alternative routes for city motor-
ists include Waiyaki Way to Central
Business District (CBD), Lang’ata
Road wvia City Stadiam to Nairobi's
CBD, the Ngong Road interchange
(lower deck),and Dagoretti Road.

“Those from Kikuyu will use the
main Nairobi-Nakuru Highway,”
Chirchir said. Some roads connect-
ing to the Southern Bypass will be
closed starting at midmght on Sat-
urday;”said Chirchir. He noted that
Langata Road and Langata Link
Road will remain open to allow
access to Uhuru Gardens and the
public parking lot at Langata Pri-
mary School.

Chirchir said the 14-hour road
closure is meant to ensure safety
and smooth running of the event
for athletes, fans,and motorists.

“Security has been increased
across Nairobi, and we urge motor-
ists to follow traffic rules and coop-
erate with police officers stationed
along the affected routes for their
own convenience,” Mr Chirchir
saud.

He was briefing the media in Nai-
robi ahead of the 22nd edition of
the marathon.

Mr Chirchir was accompanied by
Chief Inspector Agnes Masengeli.
Also present were Joyce Kibe, the
Standard Chartered Bank head of
corporate affairs, brand, and manr-
keting for Kenya and Africa, and
the Local Organizing Committee
(LOC) chairman, Mr David Mwin-
di.

From the Carnivore Restaurant,
participants in the full marathon
will head towards Ole Sereni Hotel,
then turn around at the ICD and
head back to the Ole Sereru Hotel,
enjoying the scenic Nairobi Na-
tional Park along the way.

They will pass through the park,
then make a turn at Alliance Con-
crete Limited, before returning to
the finish line at Uhuru Gardens.

Scaling heights Olympian, who has won many international awards, is now coaching, mentoring

Faith Ogallo: From taekwondo
mat to global climate advocate

The athlete is currently World Taekwondo Sustainability Ambassador for Environmental Conservation

BY GEOFFREY ANENE

n October 20, at Ithookwe Stadium

in Kitui County, Kenyans wrapped

themselves in the national flag as

patriotic songs filled the air to mark
this year’s Mashujaa Day.

There was celebratory mood on the
day set aside to honour men and women
whose courage, sacrifice and dedication
have shaped Kenya's history

Among those honoured by the govern-
ment were 30 sports icons, among them
Olympics taekwondo star and now cli-
mate advocate Faith Ogallo. When she
stepped forward to be bestowed with the
prestigious Head of State Commendation
{(HSC),she couldn’t hide her joy,

“It has been my pride representing my
country in international taekwondo
events,”she said as she thanked President
William Ruto, the National Heroes Coun-
cil, Kenya Taekwondo Federation, Kibabii
University and Kenyans for standing be-
hind her during competitions.

To Ogallo, the award was not an end, but
acall to deepen her mission of transform-
ing sports in Kenya, empowering youth
and protecting the environment.

Born in February 1994 in Busia County,
Ogallo attended 5t Mary’s Butula Girls and
Maria Soti Girls Educational Centre.

She is a multi-talented athlete, having
competed in basketball, netball, tug of war
and athletics. Her journey into taekwondo
began unexpectedly, at 22, while pursuing
a bachelor’s degree in Social Work at Kiba-
bii University. At 22, many considered her
too old to start competitive sport.

“I never saw taekwondo as just a sport,”
she recalls.“It was a platform to empower,
teach discipline and inspire the youth™

Her athletic ability and resilience quickly
stood out. In 2018,she won gold at the East
Africa Umiversity Games in Dodoma, Tan-
zania,representing Kibabii University

Her breakthrough came at the 2019 Af-
rican zames in Rabat, Morocco, where she
won silver. She’d been training in Cairo.
That performance qualified her for the Af-
rican Olympic Qualification Tournament
for Tokyo 2020.

In February 2020, Ogallo made history
by reaching the semi-finals of the qualifier
tournament. She became only the second
Kenyan woman to quahfy for the Olym-
pics in taekwondo, after Milkah Akinyi in
2008.

“Representing Kenya at the 2020 Olym-
pics in Tokyo was humbling and trans-
formative,”she says. Ogallo went on to win
bronze medals at the 2021 African Taek-
wondo Championships in Dakar, Senegal,
and at the 2023 African Games in Accra.
Internationally, she also won two bronze
medals at the Fujairah Open in the UAE
and gold at the India International Taek-
wondo Tournament

Despite her accolades, Ogallo says her
journey is“about impact, not medals.”

Off the mat, Ogallo has deeply invested
in education and social change. She holds
a Bachelor’s degree in Social Work from
Kibabii University, a Postgraduate Diplo-
ma in Sports Science and Health Promo-
tion from Masinde Muliro University of
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Faith Ogallo before being inducted into
the prestigious Olympians for Life pro-
gramme in Paris on July 29 last year.
PHOTO [POOL

Science and Technology She is pursuing a
master’s degree in the same field. She also
holds a Diploma in Olympic Studies from
the International Olympic Academy in
Greece and certifications in first aid, com-
petition integrity and nursing,

“As a sociologist and sports scientist,
sport has always been my way of trans-
forming lives,” she says, hoping the Head
of State Commendation inspires support
for taekwondo infrastructure in Kenya.

Her influence extends beyond sports
to environmental advocacy, On July 16,
World Taekwondo named her Sustainabil-

ity Ambassador for Environmental Con-
servation, alongside Beth Munro of Great
Britain and Zimbabwean Natsiraishe Mar-
itsa. World Taekwondo recognised her for
initiating clean-up drives, tree-planting
campaigns and climate education in Bun-
goma after witnessing risks caused by un-
managed waste.

“Each honour reaffirms my mission to
use sport as a tool for societal change,”
Ogallo said of the appointment.

She 1s also a UN Young Champion of Eco-
system Restoration under the UN Decade
on Ecosystem Restoration.

Currently, Ogallo coaches taekwondo
at Kibabii University and mentors ath-
letes, She has scaled back on internation-
al competitions to focus on grassroots de-
velopment.“It 1s not easy to produce Ken-
yan Olympians in this sport,”she explains.
*Funding and access to world-class train-
ing facilities remain major challenges.”

Rather than lament, she acts. With sup-
port from Kibabii University Vice Chancel-
lor Isaac Ipara Odeo,she leads mentorship
programmes combining martial arts with
leadership, gender equity life skills and en-
vironmental education.

Prof Odeo praised her influence, saying
her recognition *highlights the role ath-
letes play in championing sustainability
and positive change beyond the arena.”

Ogallo’s mentorship is already yielding
results. One of her mentees, Patience Nee-
ma, a criminology student, recently qual-
ified for the finals of the African Cham-
pionships in the Under-67kg category.”-
Coach Faith is more than a coach.She is a
mentor,a sister,a motivator,”Neema said.

Ogallo’s most ambitious vision 1s the pro-
posed Faith Ogallo Climate-Smart World-
Class Sports Facility at Kibabii University.
It aims to run on renewable energy, incor-

Kenya taskwon-
do Olympian
Faith Ogallo
(left)and her
training partner
Newton Maliro
during a training
session at Moi
International
Sports Centre,
Kasarani,

on April 6,
2021. She was
preparing for
the 2021 Tokyo
Olympics.
CHRISOMOLLO |
MATICM

porate rainwater harvesting, use sustaina-
ble materials and serve as a hub for sport,
education and innovation.

“Kenya has a proud sporting heritage,”
she notes.“But access to world-class facili-
ties, especially for sports such as tackwon-
do,is limited. This project is about excel-
lence, environment and empowerment.”

If completed, it would be the first of its
kind in Africa—combining sport and sus-
tainability to produce champions both on
the mat and for the planet.

Ogallois also outspoken on education re-
form, particularly the Competency-Based
Curriculum (CBC).

“The system does not adequately inte-
grate arts and sports,”she says.She dreams
of creating safe, inclusive, world-class
training environments locally, inspired by
her exposure to facilities abroad through
World Taekwondo.

Asked what being named a national he-
ro means, Ogallo does not speak of fame.
“I am a hero because of sport and the sup-
port from Kenvans.” she explains. “This
honour belongs to all of us—every young
athlete who dreams, every coach who sac-
rifices, every Kenyan who believes in the
power of sport.”

Ogallo’s journey spans continents and
causes, from Busia and Bungoma to To-
kyo, from village clean-ups to internation-
al sustainability forums, She continues to
fight, not only for medals, but for a green-
er, fairer and more hopeful world.

“The mat is where the fight begins,” she
reflects."But 1t 15 off the mat where the real
transformation happens.”

Ogallo is more than a fighter. She is a
leader, a thinker, an activist and a true
shujaa - one whose legacy is being built in
every step she takes, both on and off the
mat.
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Athletics Head of World Athletics’ integrity arm says athlete’s conviction shows that nobody is above the rules

Chepng’etich banned for three vears

But the Kenyan athlete will keep her world record since it falls
outside the March 14 window for her disqualified results

BY AYUMBA AYODI

thletics Integrity Umit (AIU)

has banned women’'s mar-

athon world record hold-

r, Ruth Chepng'etich from
Kenya, for three years for doping.

AIU which is the independent
integrity arm of World Athletics
yesterday announced that it had
banned Chepng'etich for three
years after the three-time Chica-
oo Marathon champion admitted
to Anti-Doping Rule Violations
(ADRVs) regarding the presence
and use of banned diuretic Hy-
drochlorothiazide (HCTZ).

The 31-vear-old 2019 world mar-
athon champion accepted the
charges and sanctions following
a positive test for the banned di-
uretic from a sample on March 14,
2025,and a subsequent AIU inves-
tigations, Chepng'etich, who is a
member of Rosa Associati man-
agement, had withdrawn from
the London Marathon held on
April 27, 2025 alleging that she
had not prepared well, only for
AIU to pull the rag under her feet

on July 17,2025 by flagging her
for anti-doping offence,
Chepng’etich broke women's
marathon world record and be-
came the first woman in history
to run the distance in under two
hours and 10 minutes when she
clocked 2:09:56 to win the Chica-

go Marathon October last year.

Chepng’etich, who also won the
Chicago Marathon in 2021, re-
tained the title in 2022. She also
won the 2023 Chicago Marathon.

Yesterday, AIU's Chief Executive
Officer Brett Clothier said Chep-
ng'etich will keep her world re-
cord and her previous victories
because the disqualified results
are only those dating from March
14,2025 to the present.

The AIU issued Chepng’etich
with a Notice of Charge seeking
a four-year sanction on August
22 2025. She admitted the ADRVs
and, since she accepted the pro-
posed sanction within 20 days
on September 10, 2025, she was
granted an automatic reduction
of one year from her impending
four-year ban (under ‘Early Ad-

mission and Acceptance of Sanc-
tion" provision in ADR clause
10.8.1).

Chepngetich had previous-
Iy maintained that she could
not explain the positive test and
that she had never doped. She
changed that explanation on Ju-
Iy 31,2025 and wrote to AIU that
“she had now recalled that she
had been taken ill two days be-
fore the positive test, and she had
taken her housemaid's medica-
tion as treatment, without taking
any steps to verify if it contained a
prohibited substance.”

She stated that she had forgot-
ten to disclose the incident to
AIU’s investigators. She semba g =g
photo of thedmedietion's HEA I I Y
pack which was clearly marked “
‘Hydrochlorothiazide’.

While the AIU considered her
new explanation to be hardly
credible, for the purposes of the
Anti-Doping Rules (ADR), 1t did
not assist in mitigating the stand-
ard two-year sanction for a speci-
fied substance such as HCTZ. The

R

ADR treats Chepng'etich’s taking
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Ruth Chepngetich of Kenya cel-
ebrates after finishing first in the
women's race in a world record time
of 2:09:56 during the 2024 Chicago
Marathon at Grant Park on October
13, 2024. PATRICK GORSKIIREUTERS

--------------------------

her housemaid's medication as
“Indirect intent”, for which a four-
vear sanction applies.

A statement from AIU indicated
that whilst diuretics are known to
be abused by athletes to mask the
presence in urine of other Prohibit-
ed Substances, HCTZ has also been
identified as a potential contami-
nant in pharmaceutical products.

WADA has ascribed a mini-
mum reporting limit of 20ng/ml
for it, below which a positive test
should not be reported. An esti-
mated concentration of 3800ng/
mL of HCTZ was found in the pos-
itive urine sample collected from
Chepng'etich.

When she was initially inter-
viewed by AIU investigators on
April 16,2025,Chepngetich could
not provide an explanation for
the positive test.

At the ime, to rule out the possi-
hility of contamination, evidence
was collected from her, including
her detailed recollection of all the

rrrrr R R, e e
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supplements and medications
she had taken in the lead up to
the positive test, and all available
supplements and medications in
her possession were immediate-
ly retained by the AIU for analysis.

Chepng’etich’s mobile phone
was also copied for analysis.

At a subsequent interview, on
July 11, 2025, Chepng'etich was
confronted with evidence ac-
guired from her mobile tele-
phone indicating a reasonable
suspicion that her positive test
may have been intentional.

AIU explained that she was al-
s0 informed that all the supple-
ments and medications that had
been taken for analysis had been
reported by a WADA-accredited
laboratory as negative for HCTZ.

AIU Chairman David Howman
noted that Chepngétich's convic-
tion showed that nobody 15 above
the rules, and lauded the indus-
try’s commitment to protecting
the integrity of the sport.
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EXPLOITATION: From sexual advances by 1
coaches to femicide, Iten’s female athletes X
face dangers far beyond the track. Weak
safeguards, financial vulnerability, and
silence from authorities continue to fuel
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warsvearricsz 5 Here’s why media must name rapists
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. Eal T sterday | attended, full names and photos of | ton lawsthat protects media reportingver- © gations. Its about ensuning sexual violence
H;;{:IE ﬂm%m] IIIlI[Iqu]I I‘v{ ) as a panellist, the people arrested for stealing . ified facts about sexual violence cases.Fac- | carries real, public, lasting consequences for
e “E o Ly launch of a study chickens or phones. Wegive © tual, responsible reporting on matters ai- | those convicted. Right now: the only people
Intheremote mountain villages of O by Aga Khan Uni- their villages, ages, previous  fecting public safety shouldn’t bankrupt -~ whose lives are destroyed are survivors—
Mokhotlong, men are stepping into new I~ versity’s Graduate convictions. A man stealsa | newsrooms, We need sex offender regis- | their trauma documented, their move-
roles: as champions of change, advocates E School of Media and Com- chicken, we make him infa- © tries—publicly accessible databases of con- | ments restricted because we failed to re-
ufequghtgand protectorsof family ] munications on how East mous, A man rapes awom- - victed perpetrators. Not allegations. Con- @ strict their perpetrators. When a culprit re-
wellbemng, For years, these men were African media frame sexual an,wemake himinvisible.  wvictions. Right now, a convicted rapist can . mains nameless, he remains anyone, He
reluctant toseek healthcare particularly and gender-based violence. [EEN8 Thisisn't about vengeance. . move neighbourhoods and no one knows, | could be a colleague, a neighbour, a family
““Eﬂllfﬂmﬂmma{ﬁ reproductive Theresearch heldup amir- | — It's about accountabilityAnd © That's not privacy protection; that's ena- | member—and we'll never know until he
health.Cultural expectationslong ror to our journalis—and LU R UL S (e collectivesilenceisanac-  bling serial predation. We need expedited © strikes again, Impunity doesn’t end with
queues.and the discomfort of discussing the reflection was uncom- ODUMBE complice.  understand the | prosecution forsexual violencecasesWhen  one victim, It spreads. Imagine if sexual vi-
privateissues with female health workers fortable. The numbers were : barriers. Legal teams warn | trials take five years, the public forgets,me-  olence was treated like the national emer-
kept many away from clinics At the same stark: 90 per cent of our stories frame vic- - about defamation suits. Police withhold = dia mowves on, perpetrators fade into com- © gency it is. Imagine if convicted culprits’
mma__l'nsturmalhr,mm‘sdu_ucs mm& tims sympathetically Only six per cent ex- - perpetrator details. Families beg usto pro- © fortable anonymity Countries that treat | names were as easy to find as company tax
country focused on HIV/Aids services, plicitly hold perpetrators responsible. Per- © tect the accuseds identity But letsbe hon- | sexual violence as a national priority fast- | recordsImagineif reporting responsibly on
with minimal attention to broader SRHR petrators appear as main actors in just - est: this caution protects reputations over = trackthese cases. Why don't we? - sexual violence carried legal protection in-
need;ﬂhmmemta]mmﬂdn@nhf three percent of coverage.l left withaburn- © justice. Men over women. Todays comfort @ We need clear protocols for law enforce- ¢ stead of legal risk. Imagime how many wom-
adeliberate effort toengage menin ing question: Why can we name achicken = over tomorrow’s safety Here's the uncom- | ment on releasing perpetrator informa-  enand girls might walk home safer;
ways that are respectful informed,and thiefbut not a rapist? - fortable truth: media cannot fix this alone.  tion. Police routinely provide full details = Ninety per cent vietim framing hasn't
inclusive. At the heart of this shift is the The anti-Finance Bill protests last year = Ourlegal framework makesitmoredanger- ~ of robbery suspects but develop amnesia = stopped the violence. It's time we tried
malec]uuq%eretrmnedmalenmsﬁ brought this into sharp focus Women and | ousforajournalist toname arapistthanfor @ about rape suspects. If police can name a © something else: a legal and cultural framme-
deliver atailored SRHR package inspaces girls were violated—some while exercis- = someone to commit rape. That's structur-  theftsuspect,they cannamearapesuspect.  work that makes perpetrator accountabili
where men fieel seen and supported. ing their right to demonstrate, others op- . al protection. Other countries treat sexual =~ Weneed accountability forinstitutionsthat -ty not just possible but inevitable. If we can

portumistically attacked inthe chacs. Were- | violence with the same sericusness as ter- | shield perpetrators. When schools trans- | name chicken thieves without fear of defa-

BURUNDI ported the trauma, the hospital visits,the © rorism or corruption—as a national crisis  fer accused teachers instead of reporting . mation,we can create laws that let us name

- shattered lives. But the men who did this? | requiring national-level response. They've - them,when churches relocate abusive cler- © rapists. If we can’t, we need to ask why a
Empowering women Faceless Nameless. Gone Inthesamenews- © created legal frameworks that allow public  gywhen families pressure survivors to*for- + chicken's value outweighs a worman's digni-
through education rooms where we debate whether toname © interest reporting without exposing media © give® these should carry legal consequenc © ty—and who benefits from that equation.
The country’s constitution provides for a rape suspect—citing sub-judice, defama- - tocripplinglawsuits Weneed thathere.  es.Shielding perpetrators is complicity . ‘
a30per cent quotaof women in the tion risk, family reputation—we publish © A public interest defence in our defama- = Thisisn’t about destroying lives over alle- = dmuga@hke.nationmedia.com
government and pariament with the
ﬂh"l- i ﬂf L gm ici I & i L) o L
and role of womenn politics. At the The women who stood with him: Grief, gratitude at Raila’s funeral
same time, it has made progress in the P ;} A i le s 7~ v
representation of women in electoral A LSRN e Yy %S Emotion-
positions smee 2010,despite the fact that
the country has faced socioeconomic al scenes
erises and poor governance throughout inJomo
its history This year,the country has
made significant efforts to promote Reny .a vk
wormen’ education, rights,and gender Stadium as
equality to achieve the Sustainable thousands
Development Goals.Free schooling gather for
guwﬁmmm the funerarlﬂf
promaoting literacy rates, The country has former Prime
nmdesig;ﬁf;u;nﬁibu&mstnﬂwme Minister

Action to address . .
mirﬂudingcm!mﬂwm‘sm Raila Odinga
participation in the decision-making, in Kisumu

County last
ERITREA Saturday:.
Seminar held for female
members of defence forces EESIEF: .
Senait Afwerkd, head of the National
Union of Eritrean Wormen branch,
delivered asemmar tofemale members
of the Central Command of the Eritrean
Defence Forces in Ala,under the theme
“Role of Entrean Women Before and
After Independence"In her presentation, 3 = ; 3
Seriait gave a detailed account of wormen's E:E 2 %r'{}huiallrﬁ "'.II.I'lll.lw;é::I g WWangu Kanur W Julie Mulonga
movements wordwide and noted E e gender and social justice E S s =
that while the UN formally recognised Q= scholar and Daily Nation's The Nauﬁn Jﬂzrn?h“m = ulie ha&hbe; g Enﬁa med
International Wormen's Day in 1979, < & ‘the Voice columnist was AMong Eee finaEls Bmong e

: = : shortlisted for the Thomson Women Changemakers
Eritrean women had already been = declared a national hero Eoundaitor Veusrst Joarnal s '
fighting alongside their compatriots for W = * during the Mashujaa Day A““” Pdat"’“ ‘i‘.‘"??- ournalist & prestgiousonour
national independence.She emphasised Ir= celebrations and awarded e S S .
struggle, which created opportunities for =3 certificate for hisoutstanding contribution to early-career reporters who demonstrate over 25 years of experience in water and
women's participation,and highlighted 2 s promoting gender equality, human rights, and courage, curiosity, and impactin storytelling. environment. The award places her alongside
the establishment of women's association O social justice, marking mﬂ"':ﬁ ihiras dacados of - Thisyear, 681entries were submitted by 227 women who have conserved wetlands in Latin
N 1979 as an empowerment landmark, i Etﬂjtﬁ.” -::m; irbutions: DrMirikatsanaothor: Journalists across 60 countries. Three names America, Asia, Europe, and Oceania. She hopes
Sheurged participants to strengthen their RRgy e - rosetothe top asfinalists. Her shortlisted her global recognition will enhance support for

: - . of training manuals and oral literature books. He A : i, i G
capacity through vocational training and : : entries include an investigation into pharmacies wetlands conservation in Kenya and encourage
personal initiative. iakaweciuiunahinEand Dibvalnpment illegally selling Ozempic, and the toll of extreme policymakers to integrate ecosystems fully into
Studies at South Eastern Kenya University. % y : . : y
— eat on schoolchildren. national development planning.
Source: Internet; By Moraa Obira
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Daisy’s World Line between boss and domestic worker can be thin and blurry, raising questions about respect, space and humanity

When the house help becomes the head of the house

at would you do if your house girl
had a baby m your house?
My friend Joy and I had planned

to meet on Thursday evening after work. It
had been years since we last met in person,
but thanks to Instagram and TikTok, we nev-
er really lost touch. Still, this was different—a
proper catch-up. We had both cleared our
schedules so completely that, honestly, only
the second coming of Christ could have can-
celled that date,

I was upbeat when I texted her that morm-
Ing

n

Daisy
Okoli

Checking in for this evening,” my text
said.

Joy did not reply right away, but that was
not really an issue. When her message came
in two hours later, my jaw dropped at just
how unbelievable the content was.

" _unfortunately I won't be coming to
town. My house help has had a baby in my
house, so 1 am the mother, the babysitter and
the house help today™

I was stunned, and not knowing what to
say, I congratulated her on her 'second baby'.
Truth is stranger than fiction.

"1 asked her two weeks ago how far along
she was. She said five months, and we agreed
she'd leave at the end of this month. I did not
know she was nearly due!" Joy said, pre-empt-
ing the question I was going to ask—why

she was keeping a heavily pregnant girl as a
house help.

With our date cancelled, it was time to
quickly adjust to the fact that Joy and I'would
have to remain content with keeping abreast
of each other's lives on social media and
through the occasional phone calls.

If you were my friend Joy, what would you
have done?

So far, ] haven't needed to employ a live-in
house help, so in that sense, I've been lucky.
Still, I've had to draw a few boundaries with
the lady who comes to clean once a week.
When we first started working together, I'd
often come home to find the sofas pushed
back against the wall—and the bed, too.
At first, I thought it was a simple oversight,
that she'd moved them to clean and forgot-
ten to return them. But soon. rearranging fur-
niture became my Friday evening routine.
In the kitchen, she'd also reorganise my cup-
boards, moving pots and pans to new spots.
More than once, 1 found myself hunting for
my sufurias when all I wanted was to make
dinner.

After one month of this extra work, |
picked up my phone and called her. To my
surprise, she did not leave the furniture in
the new positions by accident. She left them

yo
there on purpose because that was how | ?" |

me, she assumed she knew how to arrange
my house better than I did. I took a deep
breath and, in

the calmest
VOICE possi-

ble Itoldher 58
not to rear- <8

range my Pai

house for s
me. She =
sounded ’
disappoint-

. ¥ !
!

ed, but adjusted in the coming weeks, and
now we coexist harmonioushy

My experience is minor compared to that
of my friend Lillian. Like my other friend
Joy, she 1s married and has a four-year-old
daughter. Lillian's house girl, a certified Gen
Z,is energetic and ambitious—but struggles
with boundaries. She's the kind who casually
chats about her dates with her boss.

"One Monday, she showed up to work with
long stick-on nails, excited to show them off,"
Lillian told me, laughing. "I didn't realise
what was coming until she said she couldn't
work that day because of her nails—and
asked me to do her chores instead!" I burst
out laughing. A house help tryimg to turn Lil-
lian into one in her own home! Of course, Lil-
lian had to put her foot down and remind
her where the boundares lay.

Every household seems to have a story.
What's yours?

There 1s clearly no one-size-fits-all ap-
proach when it comes to what should be ac-
ceptable and what shouldn't be when inter-
acting with domestic staff. The truth is, be-
hind these funny stories are young women
navigating difficult circumstances, and we
should never forget that.

The authoris the Research & Impact Editor,
NMG (dokoti@ke.nationmedia.com).

should arrange the house. Being older than

.....
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Voicemale Steeped in symbolism and mentorship, her bond with Raila suggests a deliberate grooming for leadership

non, a reference to the strong bond between

a daughter and father, often characterised
by affection, admiration and a sense of pro-

— tection. This concept is associated with the
i attachment theory, that daughters who
form secure attachments with the paterfa-
milias often develop higher self-esteem, bet-
ter emotional regulation and healthier re-
lationships in life. In other words, a father's

A daughter

shaped by
® L=

p O] ltlc S 5 Ie gacy,.} involvement influences a girl's sense of self,
confidence a_ndgven career aspirations.

ANd love Taces () it b

R, son is an act of transferring the latter’s

® -\ spirit and character to the former. As re-
her deﬁnl ng % "M\ vealed by Ida Odinga, Winnie was

moment

S named after Winnie Madik-
there 18 one question 1n the

izela Mandela, the iconic £
wife of the South Afri- &8
. can freedom fighter
. and later president
Nelson Mandela. —
Winnie kept ¥ v
minds of Kenyans about the Raila L
Odinga succession, it is whether his . ] H
daughter Winnie 15 hus heir apparent. A '
This is based on a number of facts. She :
15 his most visible child, demonstrated
in her physical and abrasive presence during
the 2022 presidential campaigns. That she

=

=i was nominated to the East African Legisla-  The
BRI RITNDERI TRV tive Assembly by her father’s political party ~ late
is a clear indication of preparation for a po-  Raila
litical career. She was obviously her father's  Odinga's
darling, going by the public intimacy be- daughter
tween them and her presence at criticalmo- ~ Winnie
ments in his life. Take, for example, the state-  Odinga
ment that he died in her arms in India. eulogizes
In African traditional belief system, par-  her father
ents usually summon their favourite chil-  during
dren to their bedsides in their final mo-  the state
ments, ostensibly to hand over the mantle.  funeral
Call 1t superstition, but these things have  service held
symbolic and practical significance. on October
The rapport between Raila and Winnie = 17,2025 at
brings to mind the “Daddy’s Girl"phenome-  the Nyayo

— e

the Mandela name alive for the 27 years of
his incarceration. She had an electrifying
personality quite independent of her hus-
band’s own. Thus, she forged her own iden-
tity as a fierce anti-apartheid crusader and
lethal community mobiliser. This stood her
in good ground even when their marriage
broke down. The divorce did not condemn
her into oblivion but she defiantly rose
above it till her death. No word summarises
her better than“indomitable”,

Winnie Odinga has so far displayed un-
paralleled composure during mourning, in-
dicating the kind of steel she has gathered
from being her father's understudy and con-
fidante. One cannot gainsay what political
wisdom and secrets the father shared
% with her and how she will eventually
58 unleash them, should she tread the
same political path, which is more

probable than not. Would she be-
come Kenya's Winnie Mandela?
The intricate relationship be-
tween Winnie Odinga and Rai-
_ la was captured in her declara-
I~ tion that he was both her father
and super-hero, ending in the di-
lernma of “I don’t know who I'll miss
more - my dad or my superhero®
A super-hero is “a fiction-
. al character who pos-
e sesses extraordi-
¥ nary powers or
g abilities and
. uses them to
A& protect oth-
ers and fight
+ evil™. In the
at word, Win-
jae I1€ s1mMul-
taneous-
ly cap-
tured Rai-
W la’s mag-
ical pow-
g4 ers that

4

endeared him to millions and made him im-
possible to ignore as well as his democratic
and human rights credentials.

A superhero is admired and emulated
even if one is not able to rise to his or her lev-
el. In these words, Winnie signalled that her
father’s larger than life profile would be her
inspiration. The political intentions are per-
haps hidden in the proverbial statement
that “the spirit of the lion roars on forever,
the King is dead, but long live the crown™ An
allusion to the British tradition of showing
that the death of the king (The King is dead.
Long live the King) does not create a vacuum,
the statement indicates that Raila’s demise
should not be construed to mean the end of
his political influence.

Note the parallelism that it 1s Winne who
carried the father’s favourite fedora hat
(crown for all you care) from India and hand-
ed it over to the mother in that heart-break-
ing moment of acceptance that the enigma
was no more,

Winnie is already in the political arena.
joining a growing list of daughters following
their fathers'footsteps now and in other eras.
At the local level, she joins: her own aunt,
Ruth Odinga- Kisumu County Women Rep-
resentative; Susan Kihika, Governor of Na-
kuru County; Wavinya Ndeti, Machakos Gov-
ernor; and Gladys Wanga, Governor of Ho-
ma Bay At the African level 1s Samia Nkru-
mah and Zanetor Agyeman-Rawlings, both
of Ghana. Extra-African examples are In-
dira Gandhi of India, Benazir Bhutto of Pak-
stan, Sara Duterte of the Philippines, and Liz
Cheney and lvanka Trump, both of the Unit-
ed States of America.

Should Winnie Odinga decide to enter
elective Kenyan politics, would the Odinga
name and fame be an asset or liability for
her? Watch this space.

The authoris alecturerin Genderand De-
velopment Studies at South Eastern Kenya
University (okumba.miruka@gmail.com).
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Behind medals and glory Dozens of female athletes in Rift Valley training camps describe a pattern of sexual abuse, cc

BY KAMAUMAICHUHIE

e high-altitude air bites

rper as dusk settles over

ter. At 2,400 metres above

sea level, this unassum-

ing town in Rift Valley has

earned a name that ech-

oes across continents: The Home of

Champions. Every morming, before

first light, the roads come alive with

rhvthmic footfalls—world-beat-

ers in the making, their breath mist-

ing in the thin air But as the sun dips

below the escarpment and shad-

ows lengthen across the training

grounds, another story unfolds, one

whispered behind closed doors and
carried in silence,

Lorna Cheptoo* sits across from
us this chilly evening, her gaze fixed
somewhere bevond the window lost
in deep thought, perhaps ponder-
ing a disturbing matter. This athlete
has won many races locally and in-
ternationally, carrying Kenya's flag
with pride. Her journey began like
s0 many others. She started pursu-
ing her running career while in pri-
mary school representing her school
1In many competitions. In 2016,she
started training in Ngong’ before
eventually making her way to Iten.
Comimg from a humble background,
shewas full of expectations, hoping
that Iten would give her the platform
to become an mternational athlete.

Once in Iten and determined toex
celinathletics, Lorna started training
on her own.”“l got a tiny room where
I started sleeping on the ground,”she
tells the Voice in Iten town.“T had to do
asidejob at a hotel, washing dishesto
make ends meet.”

After the Covid-19 lockdown,
Lorna thought she had hit a jack-
pot when a renowned coach ap-
proached her in Iten and volun-
teered to coach her:*The coach told
me he had been observing me doing
my tramming and noted that I was tal-
ented and had a promising future in
athletics. He offered to help me real-
1se my dreams. I was elated—it was
like music to my ears,"she says.

The training started well and
went on as planned, grang her hope
that her dream of becoming a re-
nowned athlete in Kenya was well
on course. However, as fate would
have it, her dream went haywire af-
ter the coach started making sex-
ual advances. She recalls one inci-
dent:*One evening after training, the
coach offered to drop me home, and
Jjust before we got near my house, he
stopped the car and started caressing
me agamst my will."Loma says, tears
streaming down her face. "He said if
I'wanted him to fix me in upcoming
races, | had to sleep with him. [ told
him I'would never trade ity body for
my career,and he threw me out of his
car,saying he would ‘delete’ry life.”

That marked the end of his train-
ing assistance. Afterwards, Lorna en-
countered two other coaches who
demanded sexual favours in ex-
change for training assistance or a
slot inupcoming races.*Sexual abuse
and harassment is rife here in Iten,
and the majonty of those affected
are femmale athletes.”she says.“I have
four friends who have been sexually
abused. They are world champions,
but they cannot dare report the mat-
ter for fear of being victimised and
the shgma that comes wathit”
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For the past seven years, Lorna,

who specialises in cross-country and
marathon, has participated in 34 rac-
es, bagging four gold, four silver, and
two bronze medals. She did not re-
port the sexual harassment to the
police.sayingshe wasnot sure any ac-
tion would be taken.

A parallel story
The experience for Doris Wanji-
ru* carries an unsetthng fanmiliarity
The 25-+year-old 5,000 and 3,000 me-
tres runner was oplimistic about be-
coming a world champion when she
made her way to Iten three years ago.
She started traiming on her own
and in the company of fellow run-
ners, She was over the moon after
several coaches approached her hav-
ing seen that she had great potential.
However her encounters with coach-
es only dampened her spirit. She
could not cope with their demands.
“All three coaches who approached
me with a promse to helping me
train had one thing in common—

they all wanted to sleep with me,

promising to helpme secure traming
iterns like shoes, food, and rent.” Do-
ris recounts. “When I said nu,me'faﬂ
disappeared.In fact,one of them told
me [ would never make it in athletics
for pretending to be aholy Joe™”

She says many young athletes
harbouring ambitions of becoming
world champions are grappling with
myriad challenges, with sexual har-
assment and abuse topping the list.
Those who reject advances are side-

"‘

Sex Tor slots .

The scandal staining
Kenya’s ‘Home of

Champions’

lined and denied a chance totrain or
be slotted for upcoming races.

These two cases are just the tip of
the iceberg of rampant cases of sex-
ual harassment and sexual and gen-
der-based violence (GBV) that fermale
athletes face in Iten—some of which
have degenerated into fernicide.

Three names, three tragedies
In October 2021, Agnes Tirop's name
should have been in headlines for
her athletic prowess—the two-time
world championships bronze med-
allist had established herself as one
of Kenya's finest distance runners.
Instead, at just 25, she was found
dead at her home in Iten, allegedly
stabbed by her hushand.

The body of the celebrated ath-
lete was discovered with a stab
wound at their home in the athletics
tramming hub. The follownng month,
Thrahim Rotich, her hushand, was
charged with her murder. He de-
nied the charges. The High Court m
Eldoret later released him on bond
of Sh400,000, with surety of a similar
amount,or Sh500,000 bail.

Six months later, in April 2022, an-
other athlete's lifie was violently cut
short. Damaris Muthee Mutua.a Ken-
yan athlete running for Bahrain, was
found murdered in a house in ten—
the same training base where cham-
pions are made and dreams are pur-
sued. Police identified her Ethiopian
boyfriend as a suspect after he alleg-
edly confessed to the killing. Fellow
athletes alerted authonties after the
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A survivor of sexual violence dfsplays some of the medals she has won, symbnhsmg resilience and
strength, during the interview in Iten, Elgeyo Marakwet County, on October 8.

alleged killer called from outside the
country, saying he had committed
the murder. A postmortem revealed
she had been strangled. The suspect
had fled with her documents: ID
cards and bank papers.

Then came September 2024, and
the news that sent shockwaves be-
yond Kenya's borders. Rebecca
Cheptegei, a 33-year-old Ugandan

marathon runner who had compet-

ed in the Paris Olympics, was rushed
to hospital after being doused with

petrol and set afire by an ex-boy-

friend. The attack left her with ex
tensive burns A few days later, at Mot

Teaching and Referral Hospital, El-
doret, where she had been admit-

ted to the ICU, Rebecca succumbed

to her 80 per cent burns. The burns
had damaged most of her organs.
The former boyfriend also sustained
burn injuries during the attack and
was admutted tothe same ICU facihity
with about 30 per cent burns.

The number of female athletes
harassed and attacked because of
their gender or,in worse cases, mur-
dered in mysterious circumstanc-
es by people allegedly close to them
has been on the increase. Several
high-profile SGBY cases have been
targeting athletes. Here in Iten, many
fernale athletes admitted being vic-
tims of both sestual violence but were
too afraid or trawmatized tospeak up.

What the numbers reveal

Unesco reports that globally 21 per
cent of female athletes report expernt-
encing a form of sexual abuse Too of-
ten, these abuses go unreported, with
only seven per cent of women dis-
closing the violence they face—usu-
ally due to fear of stigmatisation, ex-
clusion,and reprisal. While some pro-
gress has been made through safe-
guarding policies, significant legisla-
frve gaps remain worldwide.
Athletics training camps have
been cited as having one of the high-
est prevalence of SGEV.A report of a
survey conducted in October 2020 by
the mimsterial commuttee ongender
welfare and equity in sports revealed
that up to 57 per cent of female ath-
letes suffer abuse in training camps.
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he murders of top run-

ners like Agnes Tirop,
Damaris Muthee, and Re-
becca Cheptegei reveal,
violence against women
athletes has reached alar-
ming levels. New safeguar-
ding protocols and local in-
terventions offer hope—but
only if the culture of silence
can finally be hrnken
Yuung women runners

are confronting a chil-
ling reality: gender-based
violence at the hands of
those meant to guide them.

Of these, 11 per cent experienced
some form of sexual abuse, with 47
per cent of respondents stating they
chose to suffer m silence, while only
about 14 per cent reported incidents
of abuse—but no action was taken.
Lack of clear gundelines for detec-
tion, prevention, and response to
GBV in the camps is one of the big-
gest factors cited for this state of af-
fairs. This year brought fresh evi-
dence.In June,Aga Khan University’s
Graduate School of Media and Com-
munications releazed a study show-
ing that sexual and gender-based
violence (SGBV) in Kenyan sport
has risen sharply over the last three
years. The findings indicate that SG-
BV is prevalent in sports and that
major perpetrators are people close
to the athletes, given that coaches,
team officials, and teammates ac-
count for 55 per cent of reported no-
torious perpetrators in East Africa.
The report shows that the preva-
lence of SGBV in sports is fairty high
in East Africa, as 62 per cent of re-
spondents reported either experi-
encing or knowing a sportsperson
who had suffered SGBV in the form
of verbal, physical, emotional, or
sexual violence. Kenya leads with a
prevalence of 69 per cent, followed
by Tanzania at 62 per cent, while
Uganda has the lowest at 48 per cent.
When the study broke down perpe-
trators by category, the results were
ing: fans led with sexqual abuse
at 34 per cent, followed closely by
coaches with 23 per cent, with team-
mates coming last with 14 per cent.
The study, Exploring Sexual and
Gender-Based Violence Against Wom-
en in Sports in Kenya, Uganda, and
Tanzania, shows that female ath-
letes—particularly the naive ones
at the beginning of their budding
sports careers and those in elite po-
sitions—are vulnerable to exploita-
tion by coaches and officials who
take advantage of the limited oppor-
tunaties and abuse athletes. Athletes,
managers, and administrators from
more than 22 different sporting dis-
ciplines across Kenya, Uganda, and
Tanzania participated in the study
The research examined the preva-
lence, root causes, impacts, and exist-
ing responses to SGBV within sports
across East Africa. The study ident-
fied lack of awareness and education
on SGBV as the most prevalent cause
of SGBV 1n sport. Fear of retahiation
and the attendant consequences on
athletes'careers emerged as the top
reason why athletes fail to report in-
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cidents of SGBV in sports.

The view from authority

For Elgeyo Marakwet County Com-
rrissioner Julius Manyo,the deaths of
female athletes—particularly Agnes
Tirop's murder—served as a wake-
up call to enhance security inside
and outside the camps. He identi-
fies intirmate partner violence as the
major cause of GBY among athletes,
addmeg that some people masguer-
ading as coaches are alsotoblame.

“We are working with the coun-
ty government and the County Gen-
der Sector Working Group to explore
ways to enhance the security of the
athletes"he says.“We have also part-
nered with Tirop Angels to create
awareness against GBV among the
athletes and in the community”

He notes the need to streamline
coaching and ensure only coaches
accredited by Athletics Kenya con-
duct coaching, On finanaal exploita-
tion, the administrator notes that
athletes make a lot of money, but
many people, mcluding their part-
ners and friends, normally take ad-
vantage. “They lack the requisite fi-
nancial hteracy that 1s paramount to
helpthemuse their money prudent-
by There is a lot of exploitation of ath-
letes financially by marny people,in-
cluding their families,"he says.

Iten Sub-County Police Com-
mander Patrick Njoroge shares
Maiyo's assessment. Cases of SGEV
among athletes have been on the
increase, he says. This year alone, six
cases of SGBV among athletes have
been reported. Tirop Angels,a lobby
fighting the scourge among athletes,
documented six cases of sexual vio-
lence mJune Most victims and survi-

|I | A survivor of
sexual vio-
lence during
the interview
| onOctober 8.

vors do not report to the authorities,
Njoroge notes. Exonerating the po-
lice from blame, he points to nterfer-
ence from families and friends, lead-
ing tolack of justice for survivors.

“Most of the time when there
are such cases, the athletes are ap-
proached by coaches and agents and
warned that if they continue pursu-
ing the matter, they will be thrown
out of the traiming camps and al-
50 miss out on being fixed in races,”
Njoroge says"Out of fear: c:fbemw
timised, theystially
Ea.ﬁand as the police, there is noth-
ing we can doat that point.®

He says many GBV cases among
athletes are not reported, as many
female runners depend on agents
or their male colleagues for tramning
and upkeep. Records from author-
ities indicate Iten is home to more
than 6,000 athletes—both Kerryans
and foreigners who throng the town
for tramming, lten 15 considered iceal
for training, given its high altitude.

Where justice struggles
Even when athletes attempt to seek
justice, systemic obstacles stand in
their way Reporting mechanisms
within sports federations and train-
ing camps are weak or compro-
mised by conflicts of interest, par-
ticularly when investigations involve
high-ranking officials. Victim-blam-
mg 1s rampant, with survivors ques-
tioned about their behaviour rather
than the actions of perpetrators.
Mamny survivors hesitate to report
abuse due to concerns about being
sidelined, losing sponsorships, or
facing public stigma. Without pro-
tections, athletes who speak out risk
their careers, leaving abusive sys-
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tems unchallenged. Many training
camps lack well-documented safe-
guarding policies, leaving room for
exploitation and abuse.

Many training camps also lack
accountability mechanisms, par-
ticularly within their management
structures. This weakness creates
gaps in oversight, making it difficult
toenforee safeguard policies, address
misconduct,or ensure transparency
indecision-making.

The United Nations Population
Fund and the Centre for Enhanc-
ing Democracy and Good Govern-
ance (CEDGG) have been working
on Standard Operating Procedures
(Sops) aimed at detecting, prevent-
ing,and responding to GBV and sex-
ual exploitation and abuse (Sea) n
athletics training camps. The guide-
lines primarily focus on legal and
psychosocial climics for athletes and
technical support for integrating
safeguarding protocols into athletic
camps struchures,

The absence of clear detection,
for GBV in training camps was iden-
tified as a significant gap fuelling this
crisis. Three camps have taken the
lead m implementation: Kiprun 42
House Camp, Nzimaheart Runners
Camp, and Iten Athletics Traiming
Camp have adopted safeguarding

. pohgﬁtaﬂurﬁd to their contexts.

“Paul Masete, Executive Direc-
tor at CEDGG, says these guidelines,
aligned with international best
practices, reflect a clear zero-toler-
ance stance against GBV and Sea,
and have established formalised re-
porting mechanisms, accountabili-
ty frameworks, and preventive pro-
tocols. For the training camps,sports
clubs, and organisations, Masese says
the guidelines mean effective safe-
guarding policies and procedures,
codes of conduct for all participants
within the athletics ecosystem, safe
recruitment processes, and relevant
training for staff and volunteers.

“Sops provide a comprehensive
framework to prevent and respond
to GBV, including technology-facili-
tated GBV and sexual exploitation,
abuse, and harassment in athletics
training camps in Kenya's North Rift
Region,"Masese tells the Vioice.

The Sops draw on existing regu-
latory frameworks and mternation-
al best practice to address a range of
issues, he explains, including tradi-
tional forms of GBV and emerging
threats hke technology-facilitated v-
olence, cyberbullying, harassment,
and non-consensual sharing of pri-
vate images. The guidelines outline

Maratho-

ner Gladys
Chemutai
Kosgei shares
insights
during the
interview on
October 6.

We are working
with partners to
provide counselling
to athletes who have
been affected by
sexual violence

George Obumba

J

clear procedures for reporting, in-
vestigation, and support, ensuring
a survivor-centred approach. Dr By-
ron Kipchumba, a coach at Kiprun
42 House Traimng Camp,agrees that
Iten has become notorious for ram-
pant cases of GBY among athletes.
Dr Kipchumba reveals that mon-
ey 18 playing a great role in enhanc-
ing GBV in athletics but also blames
some coaches for being enablers by
taking advantage of vulnerable and
innocent female runners.“Lack of fi-
nancial literacy and education is a
key driver of GBV among athletes in
Iten."he notes, “Cultural differences
by virtue of having foreign runners
18 also in a way enhancing the vice.”
He hails the development of the
new guidelines, terming them a
eame-changer in the management
of GBV 1 athletics. To ensure such
cases do not arise, Dr Kipchumba
says his training camp has guide-
lines that must be followed by staff,
management,and athletes He adwis-
es parents to take responsibility for
their children-cum-young athletes,
because if they fail, men will take ad-
vantage, which may lead to GBV,
George Obumba, the Chief Sports
Officer for Elgeyo Marakwet, ac-
knowledges SGBV among athletes
has been rising, adding that meas-
ures are being put in place to tame
the menace The 1ssue has been am-
plified by the fact that the majority
of athletes are not in training camps,
hence are hard to monitor, he ex-
plains. Currently, about 25 athletics
training camps exist in Iten,a majori-
ty of which are privately owned, with
some by foreigners. No public train-
ing camp is run by the government
through the Ministry of Sports or
Athletics Kenya. Mr Obumba notes
that to tame the rising cases of 5G-
BV among athletes, thereis aneed to
enhance capacity building through
trammng of coaches and managers to
help them manage the sport better.
“We are working with partners to
provide counselling to athletes who
have been affected by sexual vio-
lence” he says.“Plans are underway
to come up with a safe space where
victims or survivors can seek refuge.”
Elgeyo Marakwet is coming up
with two sports academies to helpin
the development of sports, with ath-
letics included, he reveals, The coun-
ty has also developed a sports poli-
cy that mostly focuses on athletics
management, mcluding heensing of
training camps and development of
sports, which entails how sportsmen
can be nurtured and trained.
Torein in financial exploitation of
athletes, Mr Obumba says proper fi-
nancial iteracy for athletes is need-

ercion, and financial exploitation by coaches and agents, with few reporting their cases, fearing stigma or career loss

ed to prevent them from becom-
ing viulnerable and victims of rogue
agents. “Financial iteracy 1s para-
mount to enable them to conduct
negotiations effectively without be-
mg duped. They need to be tramed
in better financial management and
negotiation to help themn get the best
deals without being short-changed ”

Joseph Amuke, the county gen-
der officer shares the same concerns
about the rising cases of sexual vio-
lence among athletes, He observes
that they mostly get to know about
the cases when they have already
happened, as many of them occur
outside the training camps. Amuke
says Sops will be instrumental in de-
tection, prevention, and response to
SGBV in and out of training camps.

“All the training camps must ad-
here to the newly developed Sops,”
he says.“It clearly shpulates where
and how to report cases, and where
to get help. This will ensure our ath-
letes are safe, not exploited.”

He identifies the lack of a rescue
centre in the county as a major fac-
tor impeding the fight against the
menace. To eradicate this scourge,
Mr Amuke is proposing an elaborate
male engagement campaign that
will help create awareness on sex-
ual violence.“There is a need to cre-
ate awareness among men, as they
are mainly the perpetrators.”he says.
“We need touse men to fight GBV by
converting them to prevent GEV”

Besides SGBV athletes grapple
with fimancial exploitation by rogue
agents or managers. Gladys Chemu-
tai, a 29-year-old marathoner, has
Iived this reality In the past, she won
bronze in several international mar-
athons but ended up not getting
even a pennyshe says.

“In one instance, I was supposed
to get 5h400,000, but I only got
Sh2o,000.” Gladys says.“When I fol-
lowed up, T was told they had used
the money for air tickets, accommo-
dation,and meals. Ideally, the agent
is only supposed to take 15 per cent
of the money as the agreement en-
tailed.I felt cheated and exploited,
but there was nothing I could do?

(zladys, an international mara-
thon champion, has fallen victim to
financial exploitation three times
m total, with agents and coaches be-
hind it.*Many athletes here are un-
dergoing financial exploitation but
cannot dare speak up as they fear
being victimised,”she says.“It 1s very
bad to work that hard and have
someone else eat your sweat.”

The reason many athletes fall vic-
fims tocoaches and agents1salackof
money the marathoner explains.

“You can opt to go directly for in-
ternational races, but many of them
do not have money The agents, on
the other hand, provide all the logis-
tical support,including training facil-
ities,and deduct their money later”

The races Gladys has won in the
recent past include the Leiden Mar-
athon in the Netherlands in 2023
and the Linz Marathon in Austria
m 2022_As our mission ends in en,
one thing is evident: stringent meas-
ures are urgently needed to curb SG-
BVwhichis threatening to curtail the
dreams of many young athletes here,

*Names changed to protect identi-
ties of the athletes.

dmaichuhie@ke.nationmedia.com
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Defied odds Becoming MP at 24 remains one of Kenya’s most inspiring stories

The MP who doesn't travel
with bodvguards: Inside
Toto's unu sual le adersth

Toto has evolved
from a political new-
comer to a deter-
mined leader fighting
for women, youth,
and the vulnerable

BY VITALISKIMUTAI
simple photograph

changed everything.

When Linet Chepko-

rir, then an ordinari-

ly dressed young wom-

from a humble hack-

ground, snapped a picture at a po-

litical meeting and posted it on so-

cial media, she had no idea she was

about to become a national sensa-

tion. The meeting, held at then-Dep-

uty President William Ruto's Karen

residence, was packed with political

aspirants. But it was the naive, fresh-

faced girl in the photo who captured
the nation's imagination.

The image went viral. Almost
overnight, Linet—known to many
simply as "Toto"—was catapult-
ed from obscurity to the front row
of Bomet and national politics. She
became a poster girl for daring to

dream, irrespective of background.

When the dust settled on the August
09,2022 General Election, the unthink-
able had happened: at just 24 years
old, she had become Kenya's young-
est Member of Pariament.
Today at 27, Bomet's woman rep-
resentative sits in a Nairobi hotel for
thisinterview.a phone and notebook
in hand. No bodyguards. No mo-
torcade. Patrons and waiters move
about, seemingly unaware of the
place she holds in society It's a stark
contrast to the flamboyant lifestyle

of many of her House colleagues, but

it's quintessentially Toto—humble,

accessible, and still adjusting to the
weight of her own political fairy tale.

Unlikely campaign |
The campaign trail was anything
but conventional. Without a car to
her name, Linet walked from village
to village, occasionally catching free
rides from a generous boda bodarid-
erwho ferried her to social functions
and church services where she sold
her policies to voters. Almost every-
one rallied behind her—donating
equipment, motor vehicles, mon-
ey She was the underdog everyone
wanted to see win.

And she did win. Spectacularly In
a county with 376,985 registered vot-
ers, Linet secured the United Demo-
cratic Alliance (UDA) party ticket on
April 14,2022, garnering 53,924 votes
in the primaries. The General Elec-
tion results were even more emphat-
ic: she bagged 242,775 votes, crush-

— -

ing her closest rival, Dr Alice Mil-
g0 of Chama Cha Mashinani, a for-
mer nominated Senator who man-
aged only 43,180 votes—a stagger-
ing 199,595-vote difference the In-
dependent Electoral and Bounda-
ries Cormmusston declared in Lmet's
favour. In a region accustomed to
electing elderly politicians, choos-
mg a 24-year-old woman rep was a
feat unlikely to be erased from Bom-
et County's political history anytime
soon. A fresh graduate from Chuka
University with a Bachelor of Busi-
ness Admimstration, conferred
2021 months before UDA nomina-
tions, Linet had become a role mod-
¢l for the youth i political and pro-
fessional circles.

Reality of power
“Twent to Parliament as a greenhorm,
but Thave learnt a lot from my senior
and fellow youthful MPs on leader-
ship, parliamentary debates and gov-
ermment. That has helped greatly in
navigating through the labyrinth of
leadership in the last three years”
The learning curve has been steep.
Between adjusting to married life,
motherhood, and finding her foot-
mg in the cormdors of Parhament—
where the national cake is sliced
and shared—she has had to grow
up fast.“Being a youth, my plunge n-
to politics was to demonstrate that
everything is possible and one does
not need to limit himself or herself

1n seeking to contribute to develop-
ment and general well-being of soci-
ety she says,

But the honeymoon period 1s
over. The shoe is now on the other
foot, with voters' expectations soar-
mgahead ofthe 2027 poll"Managmg
people’s high expectations is a chal-
lenge because many don’t under-
stand the role of a woman represent-
ative in development."she says.

The frustration is palpable.*Vot-
ers should be sensitised that women
representatives have fewer resources
at their disposal from the Treasury
as compared with MPs representing
constituencies, while we cover an en-
tire county just like senators and gov-
ernors."she explains.

Dreamsmeet reality

Her initial agenda was ambitious:
create jobopportunities for youth, al-
leviate hiving standards for the vul-

nerable, support women's groups,

and improve the socio-economic sta-
tus of her constituents. Reality, how-
ever; has been more complex.

“It is not practically possible to se-
cure jobs for all in the society due to
scarcity of opportunities in govern-
ment and the formal sector, while
the informal sector presents a huge
potential for growth," she acknowl-
edges. But there's a silver lining, "Our
people,especially the youth,are start-
ing to adjust to getting an educa-

tion and joining the informal sector,

Bomet
Woman Rep-
resentative
Linet Chep-
korir Toto,
who is serving
her first term
in office, on
October

17. VITALIS
EIMTAL
MATION

which mchudes being self-employed.
Initially everyone focused solely on
the formal sector; but the narrative is
slowly but surely changing.”

She's adapting her approach. Cur-
renthy she's working on a model to
provide capitation funds for Social
Health Assurance (SHA) for 500 vul-
nerable homesteads—20 in each of
Bomet's 25 wards.“It has emerged
that there are several vulnerable
members of the public who are un-
able to access medication due to in-
ahility to pay for SHA medical cover,
thus the need to come to ther rescue
n the current financial year”

Misunderstood mandate

In many counties, female voters
feel entitled to assistance from their
women reps—donations for fund-
raisings, hospital bills, school fees, fu-
neral expenses, and personal prob-
lems. The process of resource alloca-
tion from the National Government
Affirmative Action Fund (Ngaaf) re-
mains poorty understood, withsome
voters thinking it's the worman rep's
personal responsibility to pick and
allocate funds to groups.

“T am aware that questions have
been raised over the high number
of tents and chairs allocated to ben-
efiting groups in the five constituen-
c1es—Bomet East, Bomet Central,
Chepalungu, Sotik and Konoin—yet
it is the beneficiaries who have ap-
phied for it,” Linet clanfies.“It is not

mn my place to choose what a group
15 given as I have absohutely no role
in making that decision. A group ap-
plies for what the members have
agreed on and upon vetting and al-
location by the Ngaaf board, I only
come in to distribute the funds and
the equipment.”

The equupment distributed tells a
story of grassroots enterprise: posho
mills,car wash machines,chick incu-
bators, barber and sewing machines,
construction equipment like wheel-
barrows and hammers. Yet, demand
far outstrips supply“In the recent al-
locations, 3,000 groups applied for
funding in Bomet County, yet in the
end, 24 were picked by Ngaaf as ben-
eficlaries—a clear demonstration of
the staggering numbers left out for
lack of encuagh funds.”

People with disabilities have ben-
efitted from wheelchairs, bursanes,
and funds for table banking, aimed
at enhancing their livelihoods and
making them economucally inde-
pendent. Sensitisation of FWDs and
other vulnerable groups to under-
stand the Ngaaf application process
are ongoing. To meet job market de-
mands for skilled human resources,
Linet is implementing progranumnes
to train drivers, carpenters, plumb-
ers, masons, hairdressers, beauty
therapists, and workers in the food
and hospitality industry. She's al-
30 encouraging residents with vari-
ous skills to apply for jobs abroad un-
derthe guidance of the National Em-
ployment Authortty

Breaking the one-termcurse

Her predecessors—Dr Cecihiah Nget-
ich and Joyce Korir—each served
only one five-year term before ven-
turing into other elective positions,
where they lost at party primaries.
Linet is determined to avoid their
fate.“I am not changing political
lanes as I will be seeking re-election
in the 2027 election 5o | can contin-
ue to implement my development
roadmap for the people of Bomet
County;"she declares,

It's a bold statement in a region
known for its impatient electorate,
which routinely elects MPs for one
term, kicks them out, then some-
times recycles them after realising
the replacements took too long to
adapt and roll out development.

“It is important for our people to
change tact and elect their leaders
for more than one term so they can
make meaningful contributions to
development by completing projects
and programmes they have initiat-
ed,"” she argues. In areas where MPs
have been re-elected, better develop-
ment is realised because office hold-
ers aren't starting from scratch after
an election but building on their ex-
isting roadmap Tt takes a long time
for firstterm legislators to learn the
ropes of parliamentary business,
government functions and estab-
lish a strong network. Unfortunate-
Iy when one has just found bearing,
they are bundled out instead of be-
ingre-elected—acycle Lhope toover-
comein the next general election.”

With Pardiament being the heart-
beat of resource sharing through var-
ious committees, senior members
who've mastered lobbying are more
versatile than first-term colleagues
in pitching for a piece of the national
cake. It's standard practice for seruor
MPs to chair committees based on
their experience, while first-termers
serve as ordinary members.

On suggestions that the wom-
an rep position should be scrapped,
Linet is unequivocal. “The sugges-
tion is misplaced, misinformed and
should simply not be entertained by
should be strengthened and allocat-
ed more resources to at least match
what goes into constituencies un-
der the Constituency Development
Fund so that women leaders can de-
liver on their mandate.”

Voicesfromthe ground

Emily Chepngetich, a resident of
Kermbu Ward, believes Linet needs to
domore tosecure re-election in 2027,
"A high number of candidates some
with grassroots following that can-
not be ignored, have declared themr
mterest torun against her inthe next
election and she will have the dis-
advantage of incumbency, thus the
need to put double efforts in deliver-
ing on her agenda.”

Kenneth Towett, a youth from
Kipreres Ward, takes a more sym-
pathetic view."When we voted her
in, we were all aware that she was
young and had an opportunity to
learm, and she has done a great job at
it, performing to the expectations of
her constituents. She deserves sup-
port and not condemmation in areas
that need improvermnent.”

Betty Kirui,a teacher from Konoin,
sees the I 1ton as m-
evitable*The high number of candi-
dates seeking todislodge the woman
representative from her position 1s
a clear indication of the competitive
nature that the position will attract
moving forward.”

Joyce Chemutai, a trader in Sot-
ik, offers a different perspective on
voter responsibility "As a people, we
should support leaders to deliver on
their mandate and stop relying on
them to sort out our personal 1ssues
inchuding dishing out handouts, pay-
g for our medhcal bills, school fees
for our children and upkeep as that
isnot part of their job descriptions.”

But in a society where voters look
to politicians for solutions to so-
clo-economic issues, Linet, like her
fellow MPs, must grapple with a rest-
less electorate’s myriad challenges
to rermain politically relevant.“Many
of my colleagues in Parliament have
been branded underperformers yet
they don't have the means to reach
out to voters in many areas and sort

their ever-growing challenges”

Alap:cyhegmtdagel |
The ripple effects of Linet's election

extend beyond her personal story:
Many youths have declared inter-
est in elective positions in the next
poll—a sign that age may no longer
be abarrier in future Her victory has
eiven young people the impetus to
seek leadershup positions and solve
problems facing them, rather than
leaving it to the elderly and often
more experienced politicians.

“T am grateful to the people of
Bomet for the trust they bestowed
on me and [ will contimuously strive
to put my best foot forward in serv-

As for her mandate, Linet 15
convinced of one thing: "For one to
fully deliver in leadership, he or she
will require more than one term,
as there are clear records that those
who have been re-elected have gone
ontobe great leaders™

nenyonn@gmail.com
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Game Changer the

Trailblazer She commands matches with calm authority as one of only a handful of female referees in Kenya

Whistle of green change: The woman

transforming rugby to a climate mission

At just 25, Esther
Nyawira Nyam-
bura is redefining
what leadership
looks like in Ken-
ya's rugby fields

BY GEOFFREY ANENE

whistle cuts through the

tlike a blade.

Under the scorching
sun at the 2025 Federation
of Africa University Sports
(Fasu) Rugby Sevens Cham-

pionship at KCB Ruaraka Sports Club
in Nairobi, bodies freeze mid-stride.
Heads turn. At the centre of the field
stands a composed figure, whistle
poised, eyes steady and unwavering.
Twenty-five-year-old Esther Nyawira
Nyambura commands the pitch—
not with size or volume, but with
something quieter and far more
powerful: presence.

“Tt feels pood when you are there
commanding, especially men,”she
says with a grin after the match.“You
are the one giving them the com-
mands—no,yes,oryes.”

Nyambura belongs to a rare breed.
In a country where rughy is played
with religious fervour, there are only
about eight active fermale rughy ref-
erees in Kenya. They navigate a world
where whistles and authority have
long been symbols of male domi-
nance,where awoman in the middle
of the pitch still raises eyebrows.

Yet her journey to this moment
began far from any stadium, in a qu-
et corner of Dagoretti, Nairobi.

“My journey began way back
while in high school at Hidden Tal-
ent in Dagoretti,” she recalls. “Tt is
a children's home kind of setting.
That 1s where [ jomed rugby though
TIdidn't play it professionally”

At the institution, Nyambura
played scrum-half, the lively num-
ber nine position where quick think-
ing and sharp commumcation rule
the day But after school, she stepped
away from rughy She tried baseball
first, until the Covid-19 pandemic
slowed everything down.

“After Covid, baseball was a bit
slow;” she says.“That 15 when 1 ful-
Iy transitioned to rughy I have loved
rughy since high school. That school
exposed us to sports so much. 1 just
loved the unity, the discipline, the
commuitment. felt like that's where
Ibelong™

In rugby, she found more than
sport. She found structure, integri-
ty something that resonated in her
hones. “There is a lot of discipline in
rughy.”she says."And even fairness.
Youjust feel happy like you are doing
the right thing."

Nyambura's officiating journey be-
gan in 2022, Her first match as a

centre refe:reewasaWumen 5 Ken-
va Cup game—a match that near-
by broke her spirit. “Tt was my first ev-
er game as a centre referee,” she re-
members. “The players decided to
walk off the pitch while the game
wasn't over. They said they want-
ed another referee. That broke my
heart”

It would have been easy to quut.
To hand back the whistle and walk
away,convinced that this world was
not meant for her. But she didn't.”1
decided to be courageous and trust
myself” she says.“The support from
my Coaches of Match Officials and
fellow referees kept me going. You
like a place where you are growing,
and that's why I'm still here”

Two years on, she has officiated
more than 30 matches—from Woim-
en's Kertya Cup games to Nationwide
Men's fixtures, and on to the Nation-
al Sevens Cirount, where she handled
herfirst-ever finals in Nakuruduring
the Prinsloo Sevens. In 2025, she took
charge of the bronze final at the Dala
Sevens in Kisumu “That was huge for
mie,"she says proudly

Her consistency paid off when she
was named Most Promising Lady
Referee at the end of the 2024-2025
season—an award she didn't see
coming, “That award came as a sur-
prise,”she says."But [ had put ina lot
of work. From training with clubs, re-
viewing my games every Tuesday,
and setting clear objectives with my
CMOIt all led tothat moment ™

Making history onhome soil

| love nature. | love
. the envfmnment

Esther Nyambura
on the sidelines of

the 2025 Federation

of Africa University

Championship in
Nairobi on October

Sports Rugby Sevens

- mH to do with making

Her eyes hght up when she re::a]]s
another milestone—officiating the the en Wl’ﬂﬂmﬂ'{?t
Nationwide play-offs final between better. S,U ortsis
MNation Youth Service (NYS) and Ad- - -
ministration Police (AP), the first-ev- like a comm Uﬂlty.
eralllady officiated finalinkenyan ~ People come
rughy“l didn't believe it at first,"she 3 :
laughs “Ttwas my best moment be.  LOSEtMEr with unity
cause it was history—an alllady ~ Of purpose
team, from the centre referee to the
n-goal” Esther Nyambura

books andwhistle

Away from the pitch, Nyambura
wears another hat: accountant at
Power Governors Limited, a compa-
1y dealing in vehicle telematics.

“I'm an accountant by profes-
sion," she says.“1 have a degree in fi-
nance from KCA University,and I'm
planning to pursue a second one,
maybe even a master's later”

Her emplovyer, she says, has been
incredibly supportive.“They know 1
engageinrughysothey always give
me time togodowhat [ove™

Refereeing mostly happens on
weekends, allowing her to jug-

gle her professional life, family, &=

and another passmn that has
become her mission: environ-
mental conservation.

Tries fortrees
“I love nature,” Nyambura says,
her face softening “I love the en-
vironment. I love plants.Tjust love
everything to do with making the
environment better”

Her love for nature inspired the
creation of "Tnes for Trees', an mmti-

ative that merges rughy and reforest-
ation in a way that is as simple as it is
brilliant *Sports is like a commumnity.
People come together with unity of
purpose,”she explains.

“S0 we decided to plant trees
equivalent to the tries made during
atournament.”

The initiative has seen trees plant:
ed with Kenyatta University, Kabras
Sugar RFC, Jomo Kenyatta Univer-
sity of Agriculture and Technolo-
gy, Zetech University and Lenana
School. “Our goal 1s to plant more
than 50,000 trees by 2026,”she says.
“We've partnered with Ngong For-
est. The Kenya Forest Service even
donates seedhings when we explain
what we're doing”

She emphasises that it's not just
about planting, but about educa-
tion tooWe teach players wiy we've
planted certain trees like Jacaranda
for shade or indigenous species that
support life. We don't just want to
plant; we want tosustain.”

Dreams beyond borders
Nyambura's dream stretches far be-
yond Kenya's borders.*My dream is
toone day officiate outside Kervya Af-
rica,in world rughy”she says. “And to
have this environmental aspect rec-
ognised globally Imagine having
an award for the club that supports
the environment—a sports trees
award!™

She lights up at the thought. Tt
would motivate clubs to plant more
trees, to give back to the earth that
gives us the air we breathe™”

The weight ofbreaking barriers
Her path, however, has not been easy
“Officiating has a lot of challenges,”
she admits “This is a male-dominat-
ed field. You have to be at par with
men. Your fitness level has to be high.
You have to be consistent”

And then there is the stigma.
“Sometimes people see you and
say,'Oh, you're the one officiating?’
They still doubt when they seeit's a
lady"she says.“But things are chang-
ing. People are beginning to see that
even ladies can officiate the game.”

Tree planting, too, has its hurdles.
“We lack enough space," she says,
“That's why we work with schools
and universities. And of course, fund-
ing. When you say you are plant-

Ing trees, you have to facilitate
everything yourself”

Adayinherboots
At the 2025 Fasu Africa Sevens

" & Championship in Nairobi, her
W . day begins early I packed my

bag the night before—boaots,
three pairs of kit, socks—be-
cause you never know when
teams might clash in colours,”she
She wakes at dawn, hydrates, eats
a heavy breakfast, and arrives at
the venue an hour before lack-off.
“Games are back-to-back, so timingis
everything, Afterwards, I stretch and
rest for the next day®

Keeping fit 1s non-negotiable.“We
train with teams, and our strength
and conditioning coach gives us en-
durance drills. You have to keep your
body ready”

The people who keep her going
Behind her determination isa strong
support systerm.“My family's support
15 huge," she says.“They always ask
me, "You don't have a game today?'
That pushes me”

Although her family is not deeply
rooted in sports, Nyambura believes
she is starting a new sporting gener-
ation.“I know my generation will be
sporty people,"she says proudly

She also dreams of starting her
own family Tm planning to,"she says
softhy Her inspiration to be a referee
came from another woman i the
middle of the pitch “Tremember see-
ing Faith Mulongo officiate a game,”
she says.“1 was inspired just seemng
herinside the pitch”

Her current role models are Pre-
clous Pazam of Zimbabwe and
Aimee Barrett-Theron of South Afii-
ca.“They've broken barriers,” Nyam-
bura says“Evenif1don't reach where
they are, I'll try my best to align my
goals and work toward them.”

When sportand climate collide
For Nyambura, climate change 1s not
just a buzzword. It is a visible, physi-
cal concern for athletes.“Climate af-
fects sportspeople,” she explains,
“Some fields are so hot you can't
even breathe Trees help us get fresh
air and shade. Look at Iten—full of
trees, fresh air,and top athletes™

She hopes Kenya's sports commu-
nity will take the environment ser-
ously“If we cut a tree, let's plant five
more,”she says firmby“It's about the
generations to come.™

Theworstand the best

Her worst moment remains that
first game—when the players
walkeduﬂl“lﬂmntnkinwsupenm
'Tdon't want to officiate anymaore,™
she says.“But then I decided—this
will not be my last moment.”

Her hest?“Being told I was officiat-
ing the nationwide finals—and real-
1sing it was an all-lady team That was
history That was pride.

“To anyone looking up to me, un-
derstand what you want to do, and
align yourself with the right peo-
ple. Nothing comes easy. You have to
study train,and plan”

Her message to women is power-
ful and unequivocal: “Ladies, the sky
15 the limit. Don't shy off from what
makes you happy Be courageous and
believe in yourself Have a role model
who knows you and an accountabil-
ity pamxerwhﬂwaﬂcsmﬂ] you.And
don't procrastinate—

As the sun dips over the field,
Nyambura's whistle echoes one
last time before the players walk off,
sweat and mud on their faces. Later,
she will trade her boots for a shovel,
planting another tree in honour of
every try scored, every new begin-
TUNE.

For her, rugby and the environ-
ment are not separate worlds. They
are two sides of the same fight—for
fair play and a future worth breath-
ing for“My dream is to see trees grow
and to know that I have made the
world alittle better”

geoffanene@gmail.com
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Last Word

Legal Eye Father cannot legally geta child
outside Kenya without a mother’'s consent

Help! My B;i_tITSh x—boyfriend
wants to sell our home and: .

relocate overseas with our son

Dear Vivian,

Seventeen yvears ago, I met a
British man online, we gof in-
to a relationship, bought land
in Nakuru and butlt. We later
had a son, who is now 15. We
then separated immediately af-
ter his birth. We have an exist-
ing agreement to co-parent. He
was given physical custody, but
he now wants to relocate with
our son to Ireland. I have al-
so heard that he intends to sell our home.
What can I do?

Sarah Naserian,

Nakuru

Dear Sarah,
irst, you have both occupational and
F Eeneficial interests in that land. Even
though the title is in the man’s name,
the law recognises that someone who has
lived on and contributed to property with-
in a long-term relationship may have a ben-
eficial claim toit.

You have occupied the land for 15 years
or more, raised a child there, and contribut-
ed to 1ts upkeep; that gives you standing to
protect your interest.

Start by placing a caution on the land ti-
tle at the Lands Registry where the proper-
ty 1s registered. You should engage a quali-
fied lawyer who will prepare the necessary
application to lodge the caution, which waill
include an affidavit showing your interest
in the land, how long you have occupied it,
and that it has been your home with your
child. Once the Registrar of Lands records
the caution, the property cannot be sold,
transferred, or subdivided until your claim
is resolved,

After lodging the caution, the next step
is to move to the Environment and Land
Court. Your lawyer will help you file a civ-

Vivian Mwende

il suit seeking a declaration of
beneficial interest or construc-
tive trust. This means asking
the court to recognise that part
of the land nghtfully belongs to
you because of your long-term
occupation, contribution, and
the fact that 1t has served as
your family home,

Notably, Kenyan courts have
recognised this principle where
long occupation and proven
contribution within a relationshipcreated a
beneficial interest enforceable by law:

The courts have powers to issue orders
stopping the sale and can direct that a por-
tion of the land be registered 1n your name
or held in trust for your benefit and that of
your child.

On the issue of child support, the man re-
mains legally responsible for your son un-
til he turns 18, whether you relocate or not.
The Children Act places parental respon-
sibility on both parents, regardless of their
marital status. This means each parent
must provide for the child’s needs according
to their ability and income.

Additionally, the Act affirms that parent
with responsibility cannot relocate a child
outside Kenya without the consent of the
other parent or a court order. If a parental
responsibility agreement is in place, the par-
ent with whom the child lives must seek
written consent from the other parent, or
apply to the court for permission to relocate.

Failure to obtain consent or court approv-
al may constitute child abduction, which is
a criminal offence under the Penal Code.
Vivian

The authorisanadvocate ofthe High
Court of Kenya and award-winning civil

society lawyer (wakililegaleye@gmail.
com).

Good Read Her fearless advocacy for women’s rights
and political inclusion began long before Independence

The untold story of how
Phoebe Asiyo, Raila fought
50 years for gender equality

1952, the state of emergency
declared by colonial governor
Sir Evelyn Baring yielded the
displacement of thousands of
African children. Fhoebe Asiyo,
hen an aspiring nurse, applied
for a social work position advertised
in the City Press by the municipal
council. Her occupational mandate
mncluded improving the welfare of
displaced children in Bahati, Baba
Dogo, Ruaraka, Ololua, Kiserian, and
Neong, who had been ostracised by
the conflict.

She used a bicycle to commute to
all the areas and eventually bought a
Vespa Scooter and helmet to speed
her inspections. In December 1958,
Phoebe's advocacy as a social worker
compelled her meteoric ascension
to becoming Kenya's greatest pur-

veyor of gender parity.

~5She_joined Maendeleo Ya
| Wanawake Organisatibo/(Mywo) in

1953, one year after it had been cre-
ated by wives of British settlers. She
mmmediately noticed that the insti-
tution wasn't aligned to serve the
needs of Black women. She, there-
fore, founded a parallel alliance in
1956 named Usalama Ya Wanawake
na Watoto that directly targeted
Black women and children.

Her determination led to Phoe-
be's election as the first black presi-
dent of Mywo. She subsequently as-
sembled a historic contingent of fe-
male leaders in 1960 and led themto
Lodwar. The purpose of the journey
wis to persuade the incarcerated Jo-
mo Kenyatta to constitutionally allo-
cate 50 per cent of parliamentary po-
sitions to women once he ascended
to the presidency

After Independence, Phoebe’s
term in Mywo ended in 1962, cur-
tailing her aspirations of pressur-
ing the new Kanu regime to grant
women legislative representation
in decision-making platforms. Her
grievance was compounded by the
Kenyatta regime's lack of goodwall,
which resulted in the re-
placement of the regional
constitution with a unitary
one, making Kenya a de facto
one-party state.Over the next
40 years, the Kenyan consti-
tution was “eroded” through
amendments by Kanu to le-
galise a hitany of self-interest-
ed decisions while failing to
implement vital domestic pol-
icies on gender integration.

In June 1966, Amendment
Number Six to the Preserva-
tion of Public Security Act al-
lowed for detention without
trial. The most consequential
victim of that act would be a
young Magdeburg College of
Advanced Technology graduate
named Raila Odinga.

When he returned from his
studies in Leipzig, Germany, in

L

Jeff Anthony

1970, Raila was under constant sur-
velllance by the Special Branch. He,
therefore, strategically steered clear
of politics while he lectured at the
School of Mechanical Engineering at
the University of Nairobi, His father
Jaramogi was unjustly detained in
Hola, while his brother, Oburu, was
completing his doctorate in statistics
in Moscow:

Raila’s involvement in politics
could have easily resulted in his de-
tention and, as a consequence, crip-
pled Jaramogi's numerous business-
es, including Lolwe Bus Service and
Ramog Press, all of which Raila was
administering. He exerted his en-
trepreneurial skills by establishing
Spectre and began manufacturing
gas cylinders—a practical skill he
had acquired from the Volkswagen
factory in Wolfsburg, Germany, dur-
ing his vacations from his studies.
Upon realising that there wasn't a
national standard against which his
cylinders could be tested, Raila ap-
proached the then Kenyan Mimster
for Trade and Industry, James Osogo.

The interaction led to a Kenya Bu-
reau of Standards Act being passed
in Parliament in 1973,and Raila was
appointed group standards manag-
er. He travelled to the British Stand-
ards Institution in London and the
US National Bureau of Standards
in Gettysburg, Maryland, where he
drafted the 'Standards for Stand-
ards'—a document that would
guide the Bureau's work in the pro-
ceeding decades. By the time Raila
was detained in the atrociously ga-
zetted camps of Kamiti, Naivasha,
Shimo La Tewa, Manyani, and Ho-
la, he
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was already a revered reformer with
an impenetrable conviction for con-
stitutional reform. Phoebe had been
a confidant to Raila's mother, Mary
Juma, and often assisted her in meal
preparations for guests at Jaramogi's
vice-presidential residence in 1964.

She had noticed Raila's elevation
into a brash, compelling politician
who could mnstantly read a room and
intuitively work any crowd with for-
midable showmanship. He was pas-
sionate, whip-smart, brazenly articu-
late, self-assured, and never at a loss
tor words.

After Jaramogi's funeral in Febru-
ary 1994, Phoebe, who was by then
the MP for Karachuonyo, chairper-
son of Uasu, and Dean of the Diplo-
matic Corps, convened a reconcil-
1atory meeting of a delegation of
prominent Luo politicians at her
Wikondiek home. The meeting,
which mincluded Raila, reinforced
the political relationship between
the two reformers that would culmi-
nate in Kenya receiving a new consti-
tution.

On April 23,1997, Phoebe tabled
the Affirmative Action Motion in
Parliament,demanding a two-thirds
gender rule and fair representation
of women in the patriarchal August
House, The motion was fiercely re-
Jected in a Parhament that consist-
ed of a paltry six female legislators.
Raila subsequently ensured the re-
moval of sedition legislation, paved
the way for the granting of private
broadcasting licenses, and solidified
the freedom of speech.

He, thereafter, created a constitu-
tional secretariat after a meeting at
the Attorney General's chambers.
Raila emphasises in his memoir The
Flame of Freedom that during the se-
lection of the expert representatives
who'd produce a discussion draft for
the constitutional review process, he
selected Phoebe. She became one of
the 12 committee members formed
to draft an amendment to the act of
submission.

Raila subsequently campaigned
for the appointment of Yash Pal
Ghail, whom he had met in the 1970s
while lecturing at the UoN, to chair
the constitutional review process.
Phoebe proceeded with her com-
passionate crusade against the sub-
Jugation of women and their relega-
tion from key decision-making fo-
rums. Her 50-year persistence was
eventually embedded in the 2010
Constitution through Article 27,
which stipulated that “every per-
son is equal before the law and has
the right to equal protection and
equal benefit of the law”
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