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MPs hand
gamblers
big tax cut

® Move to boost winnings by raising amounts staked
@ Duty on betting to be collected from mobile wallets

LEGISLATION
KEPHA
MUIRURI

Members of Parliament have cut excise
duty on betting from 15 percent to five
percent, signalling reprieve for mil-
lions of punters who had been part-
ing with Shi1s for every Sh100 wagered
as tax.

The move has been made in fresh
amendments to the Finance Bill 2025,
which sailed through the National As-
sembly and MPs adopted vesterday
afternoon and now awaits presiden-
tial assent.

The reduction of the excise tax,
which also affects prize competition
and lotteries, is expected to increase
the potential for winnings by punters
by increasing the amount wagered.

Lotteries by charitable organisa-
tions and horse racing are, however,
exempt from the excise duty charge.

Pericd Excise duty (Sh/billions)
July 2024 0.86
August 2824 B.93
September 2024 1
Cctober 2824 1
Movember 2824 1
Decamber 2824 1.26
lanuary 2825 1.13
Fabruary 2825 1.15
March 2025 1.18

SOURCE: KENYA REVENUE AUTHORITY

Currently, a wager of Sh1,000 at-
tracts an excise duty charge of 5Sh150
and winnings of Shl,360 assuming
odds at two times the wager and after
accounting for a 20 percent withhold-
ing tax on winnings or Sh340.

In the proposed regime, a Sh1,000
deposit in a betting wallet will attract
Sh50 excise duty and winnings
of Sh1,520 assuming the same E
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Murabula’s life. A 50-cent coin.
Faced with dismal chances of fur-

Centre. The letter said, in many
words: Save me from the village.

He then bought a stamp for 50
cents and mailed his dream.

The dream replied.
And now, 20 years later, Joseph

as the CEO of the Kenya Innova-
tive Finance Facility for Water

ou could say it was the toss of |
YEI coin that changed Joseph
. support the fight against climate
. change.
thering his education in his vil-
lage in Busia, he wrote a letter to !
the late Dr Griffin of Starehe Boys® |
. Certified Expert in Climate and
Renewable Energy Finance. He
. has worked in the banking sector
. and in the consulting division of
Deloitte, where he began his pro-
| fessional journey—ajourney that
sits at the head of the table at |
Kenvya Climate Innovation Center
(KCIC) as the Chief Executive.
Before joining KCIC, he served
. alocation with alarge window and
. avery grey June sky.

(KIFFWA). an organisation that
co-develops water initiatives to

He holds a master's degree in
Finance and Financial Law from

the University of London andisa

reminds us that sometimes, the
most significant changes start
with the smallest acts of faith.

He spoke to us via Zoom, from

FULL IMTERWIEW Fi i35
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State House Nairobi gets
Sh3.7bn in mini-budget

State House Nairobi has
received an additional

Sh3.7 billion in the third
supplementary budget for the

financial year ending June 30.
*ECONOMY P04

Equity Bank seizes
E. African Cables as
TransCentury sues

An administrator appointed
by Equity Bank vesterday
took control of East African
Cables but its parent firm
TransCentury managed to
block seizure by the bank,
which was enforcing its claim
of Sh4.74 billion that the two

firms have defaulted on.
« COMPAMIES P.OS

CBK takes Sh71bn from
oversubscribed bond

Investors offered the Treasury
Sh101.36 billion in the latest
bond sale as they rushed to lock
in returns of between 12 and

13 percent before an expected
decline in interest rates
following the recent cut in the

central bank policy rate.
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Police officers in the
dock over shooting of
hawker during demos

Police constables Klinzy Barasa
Masinde (right) and Duncan
Kiprono, the suspects in a shoot-
ing incident that left a mask
hawlker Boniface Mwangi Kariuki
in critical condition during Tues

day’s protests, before a Milimani
court in Nairobi vesterday. They
will be detained for 15 davs at Cap-
itol Hill Police Station to allow for

investigations. BILLY 0GADA

Gamblers win as excise
tax on bets cut to Spc
Cont. from p1

odds and accounting for a
< | sh380withholding tax charge.
National Assembly Finance
and National Planning Committee
Chairperson Kuria Kimani did not
provide objectives and reasons for
slashing the rate of excise tax on bet-
ting when reached by the Business
Daily by phone.

MPs have also approved an amend-
ment that will see the excise duty on
betting collected at the point where
punters move funds from their mobile
money wallets to their betting ac-
counts,

Mr Kimani said the move plans
to close a loophole that has allowed
Kenyans to bet on foreign-based bet-
ting platforms without paying excise
taxes. "When you are placing a bet,
the current taxation regime is that
when you have money in your mobile
money account and then you transfer
that money to the wallet of a betting
company, the time of charging excise
duty is when vou place a bet,” he said.

"We are changing to make it for
excise duty to be pavable when yvou
transfer money from your mobile
wallet to the betting company wallet.
There are so many entities operat-
ing virtually, some outside the coun-
try from which we are not able to get
this excise duty from them. This now
means that every time a Kenyan trans-
fers money from their mobile wallet
to the wallet of the betting company,
then that's the time the excise duty
is paid."

The Kenya Revenue Authority
(KRA) is expected to take a revenue
hit from the change although it will
also gain from roping in offshore sites
to the excise tax base,

Excise duty collected by the
taxman rose by 24 percent between
last July and March 2025 to Sh9.97 bil-

lion from Sh8 billion with the growth
being partly artributable to increased
wagers by punters,

Withholding tax on winnings fell
by 15 percent between July 2024 and
March this year to Sh4.81 billion from
Sh5.65 billion pointing to lower win-
nings by punters.

The drop also signalled the pos-

sibility of shrinking odds offered-

by bookmakers amid punitive taxa-
tion measures. Previous calculations
by the Business Daily using month-
lyv duty remitted to the KRA indi-
cate the amount staked in the bet-
ting and gambling industry rose by
17.04 percent to Sh75.18 billion from
Sh64.23 billion in the review period
from a year prior. KRA has integrated
its system with those of local betting
companies to have a real-time view of
the industry to seal revenue leakages.

Betting firms are required to com-
pute all excise taxes after midnight
every day and remit the same to KRA
the following day by seven o'clock in
the morning.

By July 2023, the taxman had inte-
grated 36 betting companies while an-
other 87 were lined up for the linkage,
which contributed to revenue growth
in the betting and gaming sector.

Excise duty on betting was first
charged at 7.5 percent in July 2021
before being lifted, first to 12.5 per-
cent in July 2023 and later to 15 per-
cent last December.

The earlier increase in excise tax
on wagers was premised on the need
to cut the appeal of the betting craze
in the country which has turned to ad-
diction for millions of Kenvans who
see it as a source of their livelihood.

Kenya is currently home to the
highest number of young gamblers
at 76 percent of the youthful popula-
tion, ranking ahead of larger econo-
mies like South Africa and Nigeria.

A joint report by the Central Bank
of Kenya, Kenya National Bureau of
Statistics, and others shows that 40.4

percent of Kenvans aged between 18
and 45 are actively betting, under-
scoring the gambling craze that the
State has been trying to rein in.
"Younger, urban, and educated in-
dividuals are more likely to invest in
gambling, possibly due to optimism
or a perceived income opportunity,”
said the 2024 Finapeial Access Report.

' [Somegaimblershave finded theif'-

addiction through digital loans while
arising number of jobless youths have
turned to the craze in the hope of fi-
nancial returns. A high rate of un-
employment and increased costs of
living have been cited as key drivers
for the betting craze.

Betting firms withhold the vari-
ous taxes and remit the same to KRA
daily before midnight.

KRA data shows that Kenvyans
placed an average of Sh247.37 mil-
lion bets daily between July 2024 and
March 2025, while total winnings in
the period were Sh87.83 million.

The huge losses suffered from bet-
ting have resulted in some punters
taking their own lives raising con-
cerns among regulatory bodies and
Parliament.

The Betting Control and Licensing
Board (BCLB) has, for instance, sus-
pended advertisements on betting,
gaming, and lottery activities on all
media platforms for 30 days April 29
to give room for the streamlining of
rules guiding the industry.

BCLB board Chair Jane Mwikali
warned that some betting firms may
have represented gambling as a legit-
imate investment opportunity and a
shorteut to wealth creation.

"The erroneous depiction occa-
sions adverse socioeconomic conse-
quences, with devastating eftects on
individuals, families, and the broad-
er community. Of particular concern
is the rampant airing of gambling ad-
vertisements during the watershed
period (5am to 10pm)," she said.
= kmuiruri@ke.nationmedia.com

Motorists face amust
vehicle inspection cost,
alcoblow in new rules

Patrick Alushula

Motorists are set for tougher traffic
rules including alcoblow checks and
mandatory vehicle inspections as the
State presses on with the plan thatim-
poses harsher penalties for traffic vi-
olations.

Roads and Transport Cabinet Sec-
retary (CS) Davis Chirchir has now in-
vited public input on the expected
impact of the rules, which had earli-
er faced opposition from entities such
as the Kenya Human Rights Commis-
sion.

The tough conditions are contained
in four proposed regulations—the
Traffic (Drink-Driving) Rules 2025,
the Traffic (Motor Vehicle Inspection)
Rules 2025, the Operation of Commer-
cial Service Vehicles Rules 2025, and

_the Traffic (School Transport) Rules
2025!

“This is therefore, to request the
public and all persons likely to be af-
fected by the proposed rules and reg-
ulations to submit written memoran-
datoreach the undersigned within 14
days from the date of publication of
this notice,” Mr Chirchir said in a Ga-
zette Notice dated June 18.

The roll-out of the Traffic (Drink
Driving) Rules, 2025 aims to "prescribe
legal alcohol limits” for drivers in what
will mark a shift from the current prac-
tice where the limitis left tothe judge-
ment of traffic police officers.

The proposed drink-driving rules
also prohibit drivers from operating
vehicles while intoxicated beyond the
limits that will be prescribed. To de-
termine the level of intoxication, the
State wants areturn to alcohol testing
using approved breathalysers, blood
and urine samples.

The Traffic (Motor Vehicle Inspec-
tion) Rules 2025 in its current form
will introduce mandatory inspection
for motor vehicles over four yvears old
and all commercial, school and public
service vehicles.

Though the ministry did not im-
mediately state the inspection fees,
owners of private vehicles currently
pay Sh1,000 for the services by the Na-
tional Transport and Safety Authori-
ty. There has, however, been a push to
raise the charges substantially.

In addition, the motor inspection
rules will introduce licensing and
regulation of private vehicle testing
centres and inspectors where stan-
dard stickers will be issued after the
process. The rules also provide for

A motarist undertakes an alcoblow test
in Makuru during a past crackdown. FILE

pre-registration, post-accident, and
change-of-particulars inspections.

The proposed Traffic (School
Transport) Rules, 2025 on the other
hand wants to establish a licensing
framework for school transport pro-
viders and vehicles.

The school transport rules PIc-
scribe minimum safety standards and
vehicle requirements including seat
belts, fire extinguishers, and telemat-
ics systems--a move that points to in-
creased compliance costs for vehicles
that currently lack any of these,

The rules will define qualification
standards for school drivers, atten-
dants, and crossing guards and regu-
late their conduct and responsibilities.
If approved in their current form, the
school transport rules will also pro-
hibit the use of school transport ve-
hicles for unauthorised private pur-
poses without a temporary licence.

The government also wants to in-
troduce the National Transport and
Safety (Operation of Commercial Ve-
hicles) Regulations which will estab-
lish licensing requirements for com-
mercial vehicle owners, operators, and
drivers.

The commercial vehicle rules will
also prescribe safety, inspection, and
compliance obligations for commer-
cial vehicles including introducing
safety equipment standards such as
speed governors, telematics, and un-
derride protection devices.

[n addition, the State seeks to reg-
ulate the conduct of drivers of com-
mercial vehicles by introducing the
maximum working hours and safety
training.
= palushula@ke.nationmedia.com
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AAR boss: Why one-size-fits-
all insurance can no longer
work for today’s customer

INTERVIEW
PATRICK
ALUSHULA

Medical insurer, AAR, which start-
ed operations in 1984 as arescue and
emergency services company before
converting into an insurerin 2012, has
been riding on technology such as ar-
tificial intelligence (Al) to repackage
its products as it diversifies into other
classes of insurance.

AAR Chief Executive Justine
Kosgei spoke tothe Business Daily on
the significance of putting data and
technology at the heart of the insur-
ance business and what this means
in the insurer’s journey to switching
from one-size-fits-all productsto cus-
tomising products for individuals and
businesses.

Recently, medical insurers includ-
ing AAR held a forum to discuss
the issues affecting health insur-
ance in Kenya. Giventhe persistent
underwriting losses for the sector,
what are some ofthe solutions that
came out of the meeting?
Statistics show that annually, mil-
lions of people fall into poverty be-
cause of medical bills yet health in-
surance is there to make sure that
doesn't happen. That speaks to the
protection gap. We look at insurance
as a social good but we have to do it
in a sustainable way.

Premiums are sometimes seen as
high mainly because of the low pen-
etration rate. If we had more people
taking up medical insurance, we
would ride on pooling to make it
cheaper.

One of the areas of focus was on
claims payment. As AAR, we are put-
ting a lot of effort into customer edu-
cation and improving the clarity and
transparency of policies. We are allin
agreement that we have to ensure we
make the process of claiming easy and
efficient for customers.

Insurers are increasingly turning
totechnologysuch as Al to stream-
line the claims management pro-
cess, How far is AAR on this front
and what gains are you seeing?

‘We are putting a lot of effort into customer education and
improving the clarity and transparency of policies’

Our goal is to make sure that people
can access healthcare very fast, so
we have tapped into Al to make
this journey as seamless as possi-
ble. We realised that one of the ways
to streamline the claims manage-
ment process is to reduce human
intervention.,

We have limited human interven-
tions to special considerations such
as pre-approvals. We are seeing fewer
complaints, mainly when there is a
system downtime. We have simpli-
fied our covers to clearly state the ex-
clusions so that customers can un-
derstand what they are buying.

Technology has also helped us
to come up with low-cost products
that the majority of the population,
especially small businesses and
individuals in the informal sector

can relate to. We have SME ]jI‘DdI.lCtS
that have covered thousands of small
businesses, ensuring that risks such
as burglary, fire, flood, or sickness to
key persons do not bring down their
operations.

Talking about Al, what are some of
the specifictasks that vou have en-
trusted Al with and where does this
leave your human staff?
We started this journey about three
years ago and we keep evolving.
Mainly, we have automated the area
of claims management. We have avery
lean workforce because of that, espe-
ciallv in our claims department.
From the time when claims come
from hospital, the hospitals are able to
interact with us directly using a dig-
ital platform.

When customers are accessing
the cover, the system is able to com-
pare their claims with what is in the
policy we signed with them and the
agreements with medical providers
to ensure the right claims are quick-
Iy paid. This speeds up payments and
also increases accuracy. The analytics
built in the systems give us feedback
on areas of improvement.

By freeing the time of dealing with
payments, this creates time for our
staff to concentrate more on non-rou-
tine tasks and building relationships
with service providers.

Insurance sector has been ac-
cused of a one-size-fits-all ap-
proach when designing and pric-
ingits products. What hasbeenthe
place of Alinshifting from this ap-
proach?

Because of the granular data that Al is

__providing us with, we are able to refine
“onrproducts. This way, we are able to

customise solutions for individuals
and organisations.

The technology allows us to create
solutions that are affordable to organ-
isations, especially those that have a
massive number of people such as gov-
ernment and manufacturing compa-
nies. What this means is that we are
shifting from providing blanket solu-
tions to providing customised solu-
tions to depending on what different
CuUstomers want.

Most of our growth is now coming
from such initiatives of customisation.
Through customisation, we have also
tapped into clients that have never
considered health insurance. Such cli-
ents had been put off by blanket solu-
tions that were often two to three times
their budget. By customising products
for such clients, we are able to speak
the language that they understand.

Atanindividual level, we have de-
signed a product called Shwari, which
is customised based on one’s location,
their risk profile and the kind of cover
they want, That allows for a mix of in-
patient and outpatient coverage limits
that are aligned with the needs of the
customer.

We are also using the same model
on group covers. For instance, if one
has a manufacturing firm in Nairo-
bi, the risk is different from another
firm based in Kitale. In this case, we
are able to price differently. Even for
supermarkets with branches spread
across the country, we are able to cus-
tomise based on the locations of these
branches since healthcare costs also
vary from one location to another.
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We have covered a lot of ground
butit feels like it is just the beginning.
We feel like there is so much more be-
cause Al is evolving so fast. With time,
we should be able to do so much more
with this technology.

Lastyear, AAR started ageneralin-
surance company in Uganda. What
are you targeting in that market?
We had operations in Uganda before so
it was about making it a fully-fledged
general insurance. Based on the
growth we have seen in Kenya and
the profits we have generated, we de-
cided to inject additional capital in
Uganda operations and make it a ful-
ly-fledged general insurer.

Last year, we injected Sh318 million
capital into the group and part of that
was for Uganda operations. We want
the Uganda unit to do other general
insurance business apart from health
because clients are demanding these
other services. This can only be done
by being a fully-fledged insurer.

The process is 90 percent done.
Our goal isto get the licence and com-
mence business by July. | think we
are on track. The operations will help
us provide insurance that is seamless
across East Africa by sharing our tech-
nology platforms for operations in
Kenya and Uganda.

Carinsurance is big in Uganda and
it is an area that we would like to do
as well as play in other forms of gen-
eral insurance. For example, there is
mining that is coming up in Uganda
and companies are starting to work as
consortia. We believe we can be part of
this moment of transformation.

The Uganda operations will also
help us in our journey to setting up
in the Democratic Republic of Congo.
We have been having conversations
on how we can enter this big market.

Which opportunities do you see
in the informal sector given the
data that you have gathered over
the years?

We have low-cost products we have de-
veloped for the informal sector given
that it accounts for most jobs creat-
ed in the economy. The reason we are
customising most of our products is
actually to reach out to more SMEs
and individuals whose cashflows
keep varying. For example, we have
enriched our SME covers to include
freetravel insurance sothatastheygo
to countries like Turkey or China for
their raw materials or finished goods,
they are not exposed.

= palushula@ke.nationmedia.com
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Budget. |

State House Nairobi gets Sh3.7bn in mini-budget

Kepha Muiruri

State House Nairobi has received an
additional Sh3.7 billion in the third
supplementary budget for the finan-
cial year ending June 30, 2025, with
the extra funding set to mostly cover
domestic travel.

The National Treasury tabled its
third supplementary budget for the
2024/25 fiscal year on Wednesday, less
than a fortnight to the end of the fi-
nancial cycle.

Spending on local travel and other
transportation costs for State House
Nairobi has been increased to 5h2.1
billion, up from Sh933.1 million pre-
viously. Other unassigned operat-
ing expenses have, meanwhile, been
raised to Sh3.1 billion from Shi.36 bil-
lion previously.

The National Treasury said the
extra allocation covers additional re-
current spending requirements for
the State House,

“This is the supplementary esti-
mate of the amount required in the
yvear ending June 30, 2025, for sala-

A new look of State House Nairobi on May 12, 2025. DENNIS ONSONGO

ries and expenses of State House in-
cluding State lodges, administration
of statutory benefits to retired presi-
dents, vice presidents, other State of-
ficers, presidential communi tu:rn
service and policy analysis a

PRISLE

search,” the exchequer said.

Other expenditure increases by
State House Nairobi include a bump
on the salaries of permanent employ-
ees to Shl 21 b11h-q fi om Ehl 11 bil-

supplies and services at Sh1.05 billion
from Sh663.8 million, and increased
allocations to the routine mainte-
nance of vehicles at Sh497.5 million
from Sh262.5 million.

The allocation on the administra-
tion of statutory benefits of retired

Sh1.21bn

Salaries for State House Nairobi
employees

presidents and vice presidents has,
meanwhile, seen a cut of Sh8l.4 mil-
lion on the reduction of insurance
COSLS.

The third supplementary budget
proposes to increase the overall
budget tor the year to June 30 by
Sh18.9 billion with other big win-
ners from the mini-budget being the
Teachers Service Commission (TSC),

vthe State Department of Higher Edu-

T'E::% zﬂﬁy %iﬂtﬁ)n Internal Security, and the Na-

tional Intelligence Service (NIS).

The biggest losers from the
mini-budget meanwhile include
the State Department for Basic Ed-
ucation, Economic Planning, Roads,
Medical Services, and Transport.

The third supplementary budget
estimates are premised on missed rev-
enue targetsin the current fiscal year,
but the adjustments show increased
spending by the government.

The National Treasury has blamed
the revenue shortfalls on social unrest
at the start of the current fiscal cycle
even as it denies setting over-ambi-
tious targets.

“The revenue shortfalls have re-
sulted from several factors. One is
social unrest that was witnessed be-
tween June and August which affect-
ed businesses. Second is the with-
drawal of the Finance Bill, 2024 from
which we expected to collect approx-
imately Sh344.3 billion,” the Nation-
al Treasury Director General- Budget,
Fiscal and Economic Affairs Albert
Mwenda said previously.
= kmuiruri@ke.nationmedia.com

Procurement |

Ten companies clinch 28pc of State
contracts estimated at Sh73 billion

John Mutua

Ten firms bagged deals equivalent to
28.1 percent of the Sh262.76 billion
worth of contracts that public enti-
ties floated in the vear ended June
2024 underscoring the impact of the
big-ticket tenders.

A review by the Public Procure-
ment and Regulatory Authority
{PPRA) shows the firms that include
two Chinese companies, French oil
major Rubis Energy Kenya and an
Indian pharmaceutical firm won 38
deals worth Sh73.9 billion.

The deals were the most lucra-
tive given that they accounted for 0.1
percent of the total 34,224 tenders
that entities across the national and
county governments awarded in the
yvear under review,

“The 10 suppliers awarded 38 con-
tracts worth Sh73,901,006,719.38.
Hetero Labs Limited Secured two
contracts cumulatively valued at
5h30,276,013,904.8 closely followed
by Chongging International Con-
struction Corporation (CICO) at
Shl5,424,461,082.00,” PPRA says in

1"

Ten firms bagged deals worth Sh73bn
inyear to June 2024, FILE

‘i s

the report for the year that ended in
June 2024.

Hetero Labs, which is headquar-
tered in Hyderabad, India won deals
to supply antiretroviral (ARVs) drugs,
while Chongging International Con-
struction Corporation’s sole deal in
the 2023/24 year was construction of
the Kenvya - South Sudan Link Road
(Kitale - Morpus) Project, spanning
75 kilometres.

Rubis, the second biggest oil mar-
keter in Kenya won six deals in the

year to June 2024 mainly to supply
fuel to off-grid power stations that are
owned by Kenya Power.

Another Chinese firm, Henan
Highway Engineering Group Com-
pany Limited won two road construc-
tion deals in the year under review
including construction of the 68-ki-
lometre Gatanga highway project in
Nyvandarua County.

Britam Life Assurance Company
(Kenya) Limited bagged four deals
worth Sh2.76 billion while IT solu-
tions firm, Next Technologies Limit-
ed got 12 contracts worth Sh2.6 billion
while Territorial Works (K) Limited -a
local engineering firm=- won a single
deal worth Sh2.54 billion.

Most of the foreign firms are well-
oiled compared to their Kenyan coun-
terparts, giving them an upper hand
in the fight for the lucrative projects
that are capital intensive.

The big-ticket deals are mainly in
the roads, energy and health sectors.
For example, Chongqing Internation-
al Construction Corporation's high-
way project is worth 5hi15.4 billion.
= imutua@ke.nationmedia.com

Court |

Sh4.6trn public debt case
against Uhurugoes to CJ

Joseph Wangui

A petition to hold former President
Uhuru Kenyatta and senior officials in
his government accountable for Sh4.
6 trillion loans borrowed during his
tenure will be determined by a three-
judge bench.

This is after High Court Justice
Bahati Mwamuye forwarded the file
to Chief Justice Martha Koome for the
assignment of judges to determine
the petition.

Justice Mwamuye found that the
issues raised by the petitioners led by
Busia senator Okiva Omtatah are sub-
stantial questions of law concerning
alleged breach of fundamental rights
and the Constitution.

“Having considered the matter, I
am satisfied the petition raises sub-
stantial issues of law. Consequently, I
certify the same and forward the peti-
tion to the Chief Justice for empanel-
ment of a bench to hear this matter,”
said Justice Mwamuye on Thursday
in a brief ruling.

While calling upon the CJ to con-
stitute the bench, Mr Mwamuye found
that the issues raised regarding public

debt were complex and novel. The
judge observed that there was a relat-
ed case filed in 2023 pending deter-
mination before a three-judge bench.

The case revolves around account-
ability for the country’s rising public
debt, with the petitioners alleging
theft of funds borrowed by the govern-
ment through sovereign bond hold-
ing, treaties, contracts, and financing
agreements with other states, inter-
national financial institutions, and
international corporations.

They claim that the public debt
escalated during the Jubilee regime,
2013-2022. It is their case that under
President Kenyatta's administration,
the public debt stock rose dramati-
cally from approximately Sh2.37 tril-
lion {accumulated over 50 years since
Independence) by June 30, 2014, to
5h&.57 trillion in eight years.

Mr Omtatah and eight other pe-
titioners want the former President
and other senior government officials
to be charged under Article 226(5) of
the Constitution, for debts incurred
between the 2014/2015 and 2021,/2022
financial years.
= |wangui@ke.nationmedia.com
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Infrastructure.

Treasury cuts roads budget by Shiibn

George Ngigi

The National Treasury has slashed
cash for road construction by Shil.7
billion in its latest budgetary review
for the current fiscal year, citing below
target revenue collection.

A new mini budget submitted by
Treasury Cabinet Secretary (CS) John
Mbadi shows the allocation for road
developments has been chopped to
Shil24.6 billion from Sh136.4 billion,
being an 8.6 percent cut.

The changes come days to the end
of the financial yvear which the Trea-
sury had said was necessitated by a
shortfall in revenue collections but
which saw spending increase.

Total allocation to the department
of roads was revised to Sh196.6 billion
from Sh208.4 billion with the revenue
expenditure reduced by Sh70 million.

“The Approved Estimates have
been revised from Sh208.4 billion to
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Construction on Mairobi's Ngong Road
on May 2o, 20025, BILLY OGADA

Sh196.6 billion under Supplementary
Estimates number three. This consists
of Sh72.0 billion and Sh124.6 billion
for the Current and Capital expendi-
tures respectively, reflecting a net de-
crease of Sh11.8 billion mainly on ac-
count of rationalisation of the Capital
expenditures,” reads the supplemen-
tary budget.

Among the projects hit by the fund-
ing cuts include the 85 kilometre Biret-
wo - Arror - Chesongoch road whose
Sh415 million allocation was with-
drawn in full, Kitale- Morpus road,
whose funding was cut by Sh500 mil-
lion and the Mombasa Port Area Devel-
opment Project (Shl.5 billion).

Others include the Gilgil-Machin-
ery road whose allocation was slashed
by Sh107 million, Molo-0lengu-
ruone (Sh55.8 million) and the Thika-
Magumu road (Sh105 million).

Funding for roads earmarked for
construction using the low volume
seal roads technology was also re-
duced by more than Shl.5 billion. The
technology, introduced by the former
President Uhuru Kenyatta in 2014 for
use on roads with low vehicular traf-
fic volumes, had previously been op-
posed by the current regime before it
was embraced and received budgetary
allocations in excess of Sh25 billion.

Spending on infrastructure de-
velopment such as roads is usually
viewed as a stimulus to the economy
due toits trigger down effect.

There are some projects which re-
ceived additional funding indicating
they could be progressing at a faster
rate than earlier projected.

The Treasury increased allocation
for the Horn of Africa Gateway Devel-
opment Project by Sh408 million. The
project funded by the government and
the World Bank, which also increased
its allocation by Shi billion.

Other areas that saw increased al-
location include Homa Bay County
which received more than Sh320
million. Some of the roads to be con-
structed in the county include access
to its new headquarters at Sh2é mil-
lion and the realignment of the Homa
Bay- Rongo road for Kabunde Airstrip
expansion at Sh180 million.
angigi@ke. nationmedia.com

Architects, surveyors
explore Al future

Participants during the Board of
Registration of Architects and
Quantity Surveyors conference
and continuous professional
development seminar themed
"Empowering Bullt Environ-
ment Professionals in Kenya

through Artificial Intelligence,’
at Safari Park hotel in Nairobi

vesterday. wILFRED NYANGARESI

Court.

Tuju setback
as Supreme
Courtjudges
suit dismissed
Joseph Wangui

The High Court has dismissed a pe-
tition seeking to indict five Supreme
Courtjudges overan alleged breach of
the Constitution, for refusing to hear
acase involving the auction of former
Cabinet Secretary Raphael Tuju over
a Sh4.5 billion bank loan.

Justice Lawrence Mugambi struck
out the petition citing lack of jurisdic-
tion to inquire into the issues raised
against the apex court judges.

Mr Tuju, together with his chil-
dren and trading company Dari Lim-
ited, moved to the Constitutional and
Human Rights Division of the High
Court after the five judges recused
themselves from the case following
allegations of bias.

The bench comprised Deputy Chief
Justice Philomena Mwilu, justices
Mohamed Ibrahim, Smokin Wanja-
la, Njoki Ndung'u, and William Ouko.

Their recusal paved the way for
the East African Development Bank
to auction Mr Tuju’s assets in Karen,
Nairobi.

The petitioners wanted the High
Court to declare that the design of the
Constitution does not envisage the re-
cusal of judges if it will lead to a frus-
tration of the required quorum. Such
recusal, they said, amounted to a vi-
olation of constitutional rights,

However, Justice Mugambi said
even if the High Court has expan-
sive jurisdiction in enforcement of
the Bill of Rights, the exercise must
be done cautiously. “The court may
sympathise with the petitioner but it
cannot correct a jurisdiction wrong,”
said the judge.
= [wangui@ke.nationmedia.com

Court.

Watchdog clears Kebs to proceed with lucrative inspection tender

Sam Kiplagat

The public procurement watchdog has
rejected a bid by three firms to stop
the Kenya Bureau of Standards (Kebs)
from proceeding with a multi-bil-
lion-shilling tender for inspection of
goods before leaving exporting coun-
tries.

The Public Procurement Adminis-
trative Review Board (PPARB) upheld
Kebs’ decision to lock out the trio from

the bid after failing to submit their
audited financial statements to help
oauge their strength.

TUV Austria Turk, TIC Quality Con-
trol, and Bay Area Compliance Lab-
oratories Corp wanted the process
stopped arguing that they were dis-
gualified from the tender over minor
deviations that did not materially
affect the substance of their bids.

The board chaired by Alice Oeri,
however, dismissed the applications

stating that failure to provide audited
financial statements constituted a vio-
lation of the mandatory requirements,
thereby rendering the bid non-respon-
sive.

“In view of the foregoing, the board
finds that the applicant did not submit
a full set of audited financial state-
ments as claimed in paragraph 10 of
the request for review. Consequently,
the applicant’s submission fell short
of complying with mandatory require-

ment No. 9" Ms Oeri said. Kebs invit-
ed bids in January for Pre-Export Ver-
ification Conformity (PVOC), for the
vear 2025-2028. Some 18 of the 19 bid-
ders were international candidates.
Nine firms, including the three
firms, were found non-responsive at
the preliminary evaluation stage.
Ten bids met all the mandatory re-
quirements and were accordingly de-
clared responsive. The head of pro-
curement at Kebs, Ms Jane Ndinya,

reviewed the procurement process on
April 25 and concurred with the eval-
uation committee’s recommendation
to pre-qualify the 10 tenderers, sub-
ject to the conduct of due diligence.
Kebs defended its action stating
that bidders were required to demon-
strate financial stability and experi-
ence, which was best assessed through
audited financial statements spanning
five years.
= skiplagat@ke.nationmedia.com
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Receivership. |

Equity seizes EA Cables as
TransCentury files new case

Kabui Mwangi and
Peter Mburu

An administrator appointed by Equity
Bank yesterday took control of East
African Cables but its parent firm
TransCentury managed to block sei-
zure by the bank, which was enforc-
ingits claim of Sh4.74 billion that the
two firms have defaulted on.

Equity failed in its bid to take over
control of a property associated with
investment firm TransCentury in Nai-
robi’s Lavington neighbourhood, after
the lender’s appointed receivers were
locked out of the premises by the en-
trance guard.

Mr Muniu Thoithi, who's acting
asone of the two receivers appointed
by Equity, was informed by the guard
that the compound has been deserted
by workers starting Wednesday, with
firm instructions that no one should
be allowed in.

The Business Daily team, which
was on site at the time, could also not
be granted access to the premises -
which serves as TransCentury’'s head
office - with the security warden de-
clining to answer questions.

At the centre of the dispute is a
5h2.8 billion debt owed to the listed
lender by TransCentury and anoth-
er Sh1.948 billion owed by the latter’s
subsidiary East African Cables.

Equity placed the two troubled
firms under receivership after de-
clining a request to write off the
dues owed, before a High Court judge
blocked the receiver managers from
taking over control of the entitiesina
relief window that lapsed on Wednes-
day.

Mr Thoithi told this publication
that he had moved to occupy the Lav-

African

it

East African Cables officesin
Industrial Area, Mairabi. FILE

ington premises after TransCentury
failed to comply with the loan settle-
ment agreement reached, and follow-
ing the expiry of the breathing space
extended by court.

“Tjust came here to do my duty in
compliance with the court directive. I
did not anticipate that the other party
would fail to cooperate and that's why

1 didn’t bring with me any enforee=-!

ment measures,” he said.

*T'll, however, consult our legal
teams to decide on what options we
have and what action we'll have to
take,” he added.

At the East African Cables, Equity
Bank agents stormed its headquarters
in Nairobi's Industrial Area yester-
day morning, taking control of opera-
tions. Other agents were dispatched to
the firm’s premises along Kitui Road,
Industrial Area.

A source engaged in the process
told the Business Daily that the ad-
ministrator took over running of the
company from its top management.

“The administrator, Mr George
Weru, has gained access to the prem-
ises and has taken over running of the
company from its management. Heis
firmly on the ground.

“Aswespeak, the current manage-
ment of East African Cables as it were
ceases to have any control of the com-
pany,” source said, while noting that
other creditors had been notified.

Equity agents had appeared at the
East African Cable’s premises pre-
pared for every eventuality, includ-
ing tagging along a security team in
the event the process turned ugly.

At the company's headquarters’
gate, security guards were cagey and
could not provide any information.

Thelender’s action tollows a Court
of Appeal decision last month declin-
ing to grant orders stopping it from
selling four properties the company
used as collateral for the loan.

In November last year, Equity
served East African Cables with three
statutory notices to fully repay the
debt, prompting the company to rush
to the High Courtfar regcues

 Irhé fibicoukt Hdwevd rejadted

the company’s challenge to the stat-
utory notices which forced it to rush
before the court of appeal.

“The ability of the bank, a tier one
bank, to pay the damages is not doubt-
ed and there can be no reason to hold
it back from exercising its statutory
power of sale even in circumstanc-
es where the debt is contested,” jus-
tices Jamila Mohammed, Francis Tu-
iyott and Pauline Nyamweya ruled
last month.

TransCentury, on its part, issued a
statement later yesterday indicating
that it had made 'significant’ progress
inits debt restructuring plan, adding
that it has filed an application in court

with directions for parties to appear
in court today.

= kmwangi@kea.nationmedia.com
pmburu@ke.nationmedia.com

Dispute. |

CMA, Kakuzi bosses
fight over insider
dealings evidence

Sam Kiplagat

Eight directors of agricultural firm
Kakuzi have argued that a probe con-
ducted against them by capital mar-
kets regulator over alleged conflict of
interest and financial impropriety was
unlawful and unreasonable.

In a submission filed at the High
Court, the directors maintained that
the entire process was not fair and did
not meet the constitutional require-
ments of right to fair hearing,

Thedirectorsare Nicholas Ng'ang'a,
Graham Harold McLean, Andrew
Ndegwa Njoroge, Ketan Rameshchan-
dra Shah, Daniel Ndonye, Christopher
John Flowers, Stephen Waruhiu and
Dr John Kimani.

They submitted that they were

within their constitutional rights to
.ot only request information concern-

ing the allegations raised against them,
but also the evidence and materials
relied upon by the Capital Markets Au-
thority (CMA).

They added that the regulator did
not state why it withheld the particu-
lars of the alleged financial impropri-
ety or give reasons for the failure to
provide the nature of the complaints
received from alleged third parties.

The directors further faulted the
CMA tribunal, which cleared the reg-
ulator in September last year to pro-
ceed with the inquiry, over the failure
to agree with them that they could not
be condemned for failing to provide
that which does not exist.

“The Appellants (the directors)
submit that the Respondent’s (CMA)
conduct of the inquiry was unconsti-
tutional, procedurally flawed, unrea-

“..the Respondent
submits that the
appeal by the
Appellants was filed
prematurely. The
Appellants as well as
this Honourable Court
ought to wait for the
Respondent torender
adeterminationin
this matter”

The Capital Markets Authority

sonable and unlawful,” the directors
said in the appeal.

Justice Anthony Mrima will give
his judgment on the matter on Sep-
tember 18.

The regulator asked the court to
dismiss the appeal arguing that it was
still in the process of conducting in-
vestigations.

The CMA said it had not reached
any adverse finding against the direc-
tors.

“Therefore, the Respondent sub-
mits that the appeal by the Appellants
was filed prematurely. The Appellants
as well as this Honourable Court ought
to wait for the Respondent to render a
determination in this matter in order
to entertain an appeal as provided for
under Section 35 of the Act,” CMA said.
= skiplagat@ke.nationmedia.com

Court.

Firm loses appeal for permit to set up Mombasa cooking gas depot

Philip Muyanga

A petro-chemical gas transporter has
lost an appeal against a decision that
revoked its environment impact as-
sessment (EIA) permit to establish a
15,000-tonne liquefied petroleum gas
(LPG) depot in Changamwe,

The Environment and Land Court
(ELC) in Mombasa dismissed the
appeal by Eleven Energy Ltd challeng-
ing a decision by the National Environ-

ment Tribunal to revoke its license.

Justice Stephen Kibunja ruled that
the Tribunal did not errin law in find-
ing and holding that there was no evi-
dence of adequate public participation
before the issuance of the EIA licence
to Eleven Energy Lid.

“It would thus follow that there is
no merit inthe appeal hence the appel-
lant (Eleven Energy Ltd) is not entitled
to the reliefs sought in the appeal or
any one of them,” said Justice Kibunja

in his judgment delivered on June 12.

The Tribunal had revoked the EIA
license following an appeal by some
residents against Nema's decision to
orant Eleven Energy Ltd the licence.

The Tribunal held that there was in-
adequate public participation prior to
the issuance of the licence in contra-
vention of the Constitution.

This prompted Eleven Energy Ltd
to file the appeal at the ELC in Momba-
sa challenging the Tribunal’s decision.

It sought to have among other orders
the EIA licence reinstated.

In its appeal, Eleven Energy Lid
had argued that the Tribunal erred
in law in allowing the appeal despite
the residents failing to discharge
their burden of proof thus arriving at
a wrong determination in law.

Justice Kibunja said the court was
unable to find any fault with the Tri-
bunal’s analysis of the evidence placed
before it and the conclusion reached.

He said the analysis was well-rea-
soned and that the members of the
Tribunal were entitled to reach their
conclusion.

“The Tribunal was entitled to con-
sider the appellant’s compliance with
the entire applicable legal framework
including the Environmental Manage-
ment and Coordination Act and reg-
ulations made thereunder on public
participation,” said Justice Kibunja.
= pmuyanga@ke. nationmedia.com
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Training.

Compliance onus for insurance professionals up

Patrick Alushula

Insurance professionals including
brokers, agents and loss adjusters now
face mandatory annual training cost-
ing thousands of shillings under the
new law that aims to raise the skills
and ethical standards in the industry.

The mandamry training 1§ con-
tained in the Insurance Profession-
als Act, 2024, which President Wil-
liam Ruto signed into law on Tuesday,
providing for Continuing Profession-
al Development (CPD).

CPD refers to an ongoing process
of learning that helps professionals
enhance their skills, knowledge, and
competencies. It is designed to sup-
port career advancement, ensure pro-
fessional effectiveness, and maintain
alignment with industry standards.

The move to introduce mandato-
ry CPD for insurance practitioners
mirrors the requirement in several
other professions such as medical and
dental practitioners, engineers, pro-
curement and supply chain profes-
sionals where CPD points are required
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Insurance professionals face mandatory annual training, which comes with

financial burden. SHUTTERSTOCK
before license renewal and contin-
ued prﬂCT.iCE.

The new law means insurers must
now track and report every profes-
sional’s CPD hours since missing tar-
gets could jeopardise the renewal of -

license of these intermediaries. In-
termediaries, including agents, will
incur training fees and time away
from work to accumulate the CPD
hours. Creation.ef a structured CPD

Sproghaminie willbéthddrakenpyhe O

Insurance Institute of Kenya (IIK) —
one of the key bodies that has been
provided in the new law to oversee in-
surance profession in Kenya.

ITK is the umbrella body for insur-
ance professionals in Kenya. It was
formed in 1948 as an affiliate of the
Chartered Insurance Institute London
until 2002 when it was registered as
a society by the registrar of societies.

The new law says IIK will “co-ordi-
nate and oversee continuous profes-
sional development of insurance pro-
fessionals,” among other roles.

Other bodies provided for in the
new law include the Insurance Pro-
fessionals Examinations Board and
the Registration of Insurance Profes-
sionals Committee, They will be re-
sponsible for examining, registering
and regulating professional conduct.

The CPD programme will offer
accredited training sessions, work-
shops, and seminars, monitor and
record CPD activities and ensure that
professionals meet the required stan-
_dards.

The new law seeks to ensure that

individuals working in the insurance
sector are well-trained and adhere to
ethical standards so as to boost con-
sumer confidence and help lift the
penetration level from the current
2.43 percent.

The new law reinforces that all in-
surance professionals will be required
to hold valid licenses issued by Insur-
ance Regulatory Authority (IRA), en-
suring that only qualified individuals
can practice in the sector. It also pro-
vides for the development of a code of
conduct and professional standards
that all licensed insurance profession-
als must adhere to.

IRA data shows Kenya's insurance
industry had 14,560 insurance agents
at the end of December 2024. In addi-
tion, it had 180 insurance brokers and
30 reinsurance brokers.

Insurance agents are either consid-
ered captive agents or independent
agents. In Kenya, insurance agents
haveto be registered by IRA with their
licenses renewed every year at a cost
of Sh1,000.

= palushula@ke.nationmedia.com

Education.

UoN slips off top 1,000 institutions
in latest world universities ranking

Linet Owoko

The University of Nairobi dropped off
the top 1,000 universities in the world
in the QS World University Rankings
2026, reflecting broader concerns
about sub-Saharan Africa’s declining
competitiveness in global post-sec-
ondary institutional ratings.

The UoN,which has recently been
rocked by managerial wrangles and
cash flow challenges,is now ranked
inthe 1,001-1,200 bracket, down from
its previous position of 901-950, in-
dicating a decline in both its global
standing and regional performance.

The (38 World Rankings is a system
that evaluates and compares universi-
ties worldwide based on various per-
formance indicators.

UoN now shares this tier with Mak-
erere University in Uganda and the
University of Lagos in Nigeria, as
sub-Saharan Africa contends with
increasing international competition.

This year, the QS rankings as-
sessed over 1,500 universities across
106 countries, with only 19 institu-
tions from sub-Saharan Africamaking

Unwersny of Nairobi entrance. FILE

the list. Of these, only three improved
their overall rankings, all of them from
South Africa, while Kenvya's sole rep-
resentative declined.

"With only three of the 19 institu-
tions in sub-Saharan Africa improv-
ing their rankings, universities need
to ensure they keep up with advance-
ments in higher education world-
wide," said Ben Sowter, QS Senior
Vice President.

However, UoN maintains a rela-
tively strong position in the 'Employ-
ment Outcomes' category, scoring 95.6
and ranking 72 globally. This indica-

tor assesses how well graduates per-
form in the job market, which is cru-
cial for both students and employers.

UoN's employability ranking has
fallen by five positions compared to
last year, highlighting growing pres-
sure on the university to remain rele-
vantin arapidly evolving job market.

In subject-specific rankings, UoN is
placed in the 201-250 bracket, show-
casing its strengths in areas such as
development studies, agriculture, and
education.

While the institution faces chal-
lenges in broader metrics such as re-
search output and international en-
gagement, it continues to be respected
in certain academic disciplines.

In the sustainability rankings,
which evaluate universities based
on their environmental and social
impact, as well as their governance,
UoN falls within the 1081-1100 brack-
et.

This indicates significant room for
improvement in areas such as envi-
ronmental research, energy use, and
sustainable institutional practices.
= lowoko@ke.nationmedia.com

Court.

Aircraft spares firm to pay
engines repairer Sh50m

Sam Kiplagat

A supplier of aircraft spares has been
ordered to pay an engine mainte-
nance firm approximately Sh50 mil-
lion for services rendered over one
and a half years ago.

Justice Benjamin Musyoki direct-
ed BFO Aerospace International Ltd
to pay Vector Aerospace Africa (PTY)
Limited, which trades as StandardA-
erothe amount saving the former had
admitted the debt.

The supplier had claimed there
was no written deal between the par-
ties, and the two firms should, there-
fore, use the standard agreement,
which stipulates that disputes should
be settled under New York State laws.

“There could not be a better admis-
sion than that contained in a parties’
pleadings as it istrite law that parties
are bound by their pleadings.” justice
Musvyoki said.

Thejudge said the supplier cannot
be allowed to adduce evidence or
import meanings into words that
contradict what it has pleaded and
that admission in the defence must
take precedence over what could have

been the meaning in an email sent by
the company in May last year.

Court documents showed that
BFO Aerospace International Ltd con-
tracted StandardAero to carry out a
hot section inspection of its aircraft
engine, sometime in September 2023,

The maintenance firm quoted
$557,896 (Sh72.08 million) for the
joband BFO Aerospace instructed the
former to proceed with the inspection
and made a down payment of $40,000
(Sh5.16 million).

The court was informed that Stan-
dardAero billed a sum of $532,121.18
(Sh68.75 million) through an invoice
dated December 28, 2023, an amount
that was less than the quoted sum.

StandardAero said the amount due
from that contract was $392,121.18
(Sh50.66 million). The supplier of en-
gines opposed the case arguing that
an email sought to be relied upon
lacked certainty and was ambiguous
on the exact amounts owed.

Justice Musvoki, however, said
there was nothing StandardAe-
ro would be required to prove if the
matter goes to full trial.
= skiplagat@ke.nationmedia.com
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Peace deal. |

Rwanda, DRCinitial peace
agreement ahead of signing

REUTERS

REwanda and Democratic Republic of
Congotechnical teams initialed a draft
peace agreement that is expected to be
signed next week, the two countries
and the United States said on Wednes-
day, aiming for an end to fighting in
eastern Congo.

The provisional agreement, an-
nounced in a joint statement, could
mark a breakthrough in talks held by
President Donald Trump's adminis-
tration to end the fighting in eastern
Congo and bring billions of dollars
of Western investment to the region,
which isrich in tantalum, gold, cobalt,
copper and lithium.

The provisional agreement,
reached after three days of talks, ad-
dresses territorial integrity and a
prohibition of hostilities and the dis-
engagement, disarmament and condi-

tional integration of non-State armed
groups, according to the statement.

The agreement also includes pro-
visions on the establishment of a joint
security mechanism that incorporates
aproposal discussed by the parties last
vear under Angolan mediation. The
ministerial signing of the agreement
is scheduled for June 27.

Rwandan and Congolese experts
reached a deal twice last year under
Angola mediation on the withdraw-
al of Rwandan troops and joint op-
erations against the Rwandan Hutu
rebel group FDLR, but ministers
from both countries failed to en-
dorse the deal.

Angola stepped down in March
from its position as a mediator be-
tween the parties involved in an es-
calating Rwanda-backed rebel uﬁ’"::n- &
sive in eastern Congo after sevé&*&f e
attempts to resolve the conflict.

Health. |

Nigerian firm tomake malaria,
HIV testkits after US fund cut

REUTERS

Nigerian manufacturer Codix Bio Ltd
plans to make millions of HIV and
Malaria test Kits at its new plant out-
side Lagos for the local and regional

market to help fill gaps in the wake of

cutbacks at US donor agency USAid,
a company executive said.

The US, the world's largest human-
itarian aid donor, has cut funding for
foreign assistance, half of which is de-
livered via USAid.

The US support to Nigeria, which
reached $740 million in 2024 based
on USAid data, is focused on prevent-
ing malaria and curbing HIV as well
as delivering vaccines to local health
centres across the country.

It is not vet clear how Nigeria will

be affected by tchur;ﬁ' TheNigerian .

* goverfihen s s A it Wil aise furds’
to continue some of the programmes

that donors supported.

Codix Bio General Manager Olan-
rewaju Balaja said the company will
roll out kits later this month, from its
plant in partnership with the South
Korean pharmaceutical producer SD
Biosensor and support from the World
Health OrganiSation.

The plant has an initial capacity
to produce 147 million kits annual-
ly, but this can be expanded to over
160 million.

"From the statistics of what is sup-
plied (by USAid and PEPFAR) for a
specific programme year, and look-
ing at what we have currently in ca-
pacity for Nigeria, we have enough ca-
pacity to meet the demand,” Mr Balaja
told Reuters.

He said if the company scaled up
ﬁ}:&ﬁtmna 'we can go to West and
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Trade. |

West Africa pushes for
deals with Trump but
US entry bans a barrier

REUTERS

West African nations want to strike
deals with the US over energy and
rare earth minerals, but the Donald
Trump administration’s looming ex-
pansion of travel bans risks derail-
ing those efforts, Nigeria's Foreign
minister said.

President Trump this month im-
plemented full or partial travel bans
for foreign nationals from a dozen
countries as part of his immigration
crackdown.

A possible broadening of the re-
strictions to an additional 36 coun-
tries would include nearly all of West
Africa.

"This would be most unfortunate
if it comes to pass, because we are a
region of opportunities ready todo
deals,” said Nigeria's Yussuf Tuggar,
who currently chairs regional bloc
Ecowas council of Foreign ministers.

President Trump has upended
longstanding trade relations since
returning to the White House, using
erratic tariff threats and aggressive
tactics in a bid to secure better deals

sub-Saharan Africa.”

from trading partners.
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Politics. |

S.Africa’s firebrand
politician banned
from entering UK

BBC

A controversial South African op-

p{}Siti{}I'l MPF, central to a row over

race relations in the country, has

been denied entry to the UK.
The Home Office said Julius

Malema had been deemed
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KHALID ISSA & ASSOCIATES CELEBRATES
5 YEARS OF LEGAL EXCELLENCE

Foamnding Pariner KR&A.

(14
As we enter the

next chapter,
we remdain

innovate, and
lead. Our doors
are open to old

faces alike—
because your
growth fuels
ours’.

inspired to serve,

friends and new

Kl

KHALID 1554 &
ASSOMTIATES

Sponsared oanlenl

Buz month marks a sagnificant mulestone for Khalid

Issa & Associates as the firm celebrates five years of

dedicated service, growth, and impact in the legal
prnfession.

What began as a hold vision reoled in integrily and passion
has Blossomed into a highly respected law frm, knaswn fis
delivering strategic, client-focuged legal solutions locally amd
imternationally,

From humhle hepinnings, Khalid ssa & Associates has baill
a formidable veputation in immigration law, intellectual
property, arhitration, and corporate and  commercial

transactions. Our commifment o excellence and  deep
ity knowledge has consistentlv positioned us a2 a frosted
parineEr for pidivid nala, COF AN s, and inditilions \{"I_'!kir'l‘!'.{

[egal clarity in an increasingly complex woidd,

Reflecting on our jerney, we extend our heartfelt gratitude
o pur chents, colleagues, partners, and friends whe have
wilked with us through every challenge and success, Your trost,
lewvalty, and referrals have been the foundation of our progress,

“Our strength lies in the depth of our practice” said Foundes
and Principal Advecate Khalid Issa, "From profecting creative
works and resolving cross-border disputes o guoiding usiness
franzactions and securng immagration pathways, our beam
is proad o stand Beside our clients with personalised amd
principled represealalion”

The firm's a0eess 5 alidbuoled 0o passionate feam of
prodisionals who bring o wealth of legal experience,
actical insight, and an unwavering commitment b clicnt
service. Khalid Issa & Assoctdes s ready amd willing boowalk
the legal yourney with you, whether you are an enloepremneur,
multinatinal, creator, or investor,

As we enter the next chapler, we remain inspared o serve,
imnereate, ardd lead. Our doors are open booold friends and new
faces alike—because your growth fuels owrs,

Visit us ol Walermark Business Park, Kanen, Nairobi,
Here's tor five years—and the mamy miore ahead,

“non-conducive to the public
good” and that it was "undesir-
able” to grant him entry.

In aletter released by Male-
ma's party, the Home Office
cited his vocal support for
Hamas, including a speech he
made after the October 7, at-
tacks in which he said his own
party would arm the group ifit
came to POWET.

The UK said Malema had
made “statements calling for
the slaughter of white people
[in South Africa] or hinted
that it could be an acceptable
option in the future”, and also
cited this as a reason for its
decision.His Economic Free-
dom Fighters (EFF) party,
which came fourth in South
Africa’s parliamentary elec-
tion last year, condemned the
decision as “cowardice” and
said it would stifle democrat-
ic debate.

The EFF said the UK had
distorted Malema's views on
how the “genuine frustrations
of Africans who are exclud-
ed [from the economy] at the
behest of a white minority may
lead to social violence and re-
sistance” in South Africa.

Malema and the party
would not “trade” their “revo-
lutionary beliefs in exchange
for a visa”, the EFF said.
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SEZ programme deserves bigger attention

The concept of industrial clusters is what underpinned industrial growth in Singapore, Taiwan, Malaysia, and S.Korea

JAINDI
KISERO

The Cabinet will shortly be conven-
ing its third retreat to reflect on and
take stock of what the administration
has achieved—and what it has got—

on the economic front since taking! -3

office in September 2022.

This is how the Secretary to the
Cabinet, Mercy Wanjau, described the
objective of what has been dubbed
the third national executive retreat in
an op-ed published in the local dai-
lies this week.

"The question of the moment will
be: What difference have our efforts
made in the lives of Kenyans, and
where should our efforts be recast to
enhance delivery?”

I thought it worthwhile to high-
light some of the key issues that
should be on the agenda of this re-
treat—especially while the adminis-
tration remains focused on econom-
ic matters and as President William
Ruto approaches the midpoint of his
first term.

First, let us discuss and debate the
issue of State capacity. The adminis-
trative machinery has badly deterio-
rated, and this is reflected in the civil
service's diminished capacity to roll
out projects at speed and scale. The
government must urgently strength-
en its effectiveness.

What you observe across the State
apparatus is an administration that
has gradually degenerated into a pat-
rimonial system. The civil service bu-
reaucracy, along with the CEOs and
directors of parastatals, is top-heavy
with cronies of powerful elites from
the Jubilee era.

All the building blocks for bureau-
cratic discipline and a non-partisan
civil service appear to have collapsed.
The public service is populated by ad-
visers handpicked by Cabinet Sec-

e = A it o BT R e o
Z5iiel .}:‘1 o RS B
- ﬁmiﬁ:_ﬂ 'I{.___F:I‘;a-_. A it AT -H

:!;_.\.1 i . . S

Fooe Cre 1Bk s bir g whr sy

LEERTUT ) B

Toite Gk e st meet SEE Lin &g
oy

President William Ruto and Taifa Gas Group Chairman Rostam Aziz unveil a
plague during the groundbreaking ceremony of the plant at the Dongo Kundu
Special Economic Zone in Likoni, Mombasa, on February 24, 2023 FILE

“To revitalise private
sector activity and
manufacturing, we
must be willing to
discriminate in favour
of our emerging
champions.

retaries—cadres and officeholders
who have yet to embrace the esprit
de corps essential to civil service pro-
fessionalism,

As the administration approach-
es its midterm, President Ruto must
return to the project of constructing
an efficient and non-partisan civil
service,

Today, there is far too much com-
placency about the deeper economic
challenges facing this country. Most
of our leaders are preoccupied with
celebratory talk—proclaiming robust
growth and stable macroeconomic
conditions—even when the real econ-
omy tells a different, more worrisome

story. When will we start accepting the
reality that the economy is grappling
with major problems around the prof-
itability of businesses?

Large, debt-financed publicspend-
ing allowed us to maintain high levels
of infrastructure investment. But
where is the corresponding recovery
in private sector investment? What
must be done to stimulate private
sector profitability?

When you analyse official statis-
tics, youstruggle to see the true extent
ofthe private sector’'s sluggish perfor-
mance. The numbers simply do not
capture or reflect the anaemic growth
being experienced by businesses.

What should we make of the grow-
ing number of listed companies is-
suing profit warnings, or the wave
of retrenchments across the private
sector? Why does the Kenya Reve-
nue Authority continually struggle
10 meet targets set by the Treasury?

While private sector credituptake
1s recovering, it remains at historical-
Iy low levels. And although foreign ex-
change reserves at the Central Bank
of Kenya have reached a record §10
billion, this has little bearing on the
volume of export and import activity.

Granted, the large commercial

banks are posting handsome profits.
But a significant number of smaller
banks are in financial distress, evi-
denced by many operating below
minimum capital and liguidity re-
quirements—and by rising levels of
non-performing loans.

Asitentersits midterm phase, the
administration must unveil a com-
prehensive plan—a Marshall Plan, if
yvou will—for dealing with the declin-
ing profitability of private companies.

We have reached a point where
the country urgently needs a well-
thought-out industrial policy. We
haveuncritically embraced the World
Bank prescription that promotes uni-
form, non-discriminatory investment
incentives and frameworks.

We forget that successful indus-
trial policy requires targeted and se-
lective incentives forindustries that a
country deliberately wants to develop.

To revitalise private sector ac-
tivity and manufacturing, we must
be willing to discriminate in favour
of our emerging champions—such
as Safaricom, Kenya Commercial
Bank, Equity Bank, and Co-opera-
tive Bank—who already have a grow-
ing regional footprint and the poten-
tial to become world-class players.

When South Koreawas developing
its car industry inthe early 1970s, the
average Korean had only one choice:
to buy a locally manufactured car. In
contrast, Kenya abandoned the infant
industry argument under pressure
from the World Bank to adopt an ex-
port-led growth model.

As it enters the midterm zone,
President Rute’s administration
should throw its full weight behind
the Special Economic Zones (SEZs)
programime.

The SEZ model—and the broad-
er concept of industrial clusters—is
what underpinned industrial growth
in economies like Singapore, Taiwan,
Malaysia, and South Korea.

The writer is a former Managing Editor of
The EastAfrican
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Imports levy cuts not
o00d for local industry

MPs have made the right de-
cision by shooting down a
proposal by the National
Treasury to lower the export
promotion and investment
levy for specific products, in-
cluding iron and steel.

Rejecting this proposal
provides a great reliefto local
manufacturers of these prod-
ucts who were poised to face
stiff competition from cheap-
er imports.

The Treasury’s appetite for
raising funds to bridge per-
sistent budget deficit and fi-
nance rising expenditure
needs has meant more taxa-
tion, which hurts the coun-
Iry’'s economic prospects.

The Treasury's botched
taxation plan included a pro-
posal to reduce the levy onthe
customs value of semi-fin-
ished iron or non-alloy steel
products containing lessthan
0.25 percent of carbon from
17.5 percent to 10 percent.

The Exchequer also pro-
posed to cut the levy on bars
and rods of iron and non-al-
loy steel by the same margin.

The proposed reduction
in the levy rate would have
lowered the import costs of
the materials, making them
affordable to local manufac-
turers who rely on such im-
ported inputs, while local
manufacturers producing the
same inputs would become
uncompetitive.

The State should focus on
improving the potential of the
local iron and steel industry
as a jobs and wealth genera-
Lor.

Only last vear, the gov-
ernment in its Fourth Me-
dium-Term Plan sought to
spend Sh220 billion over the
next five years toset up an in-
tegrated iron and steel mill
plant. This should be imple-
mented as part of a wider plan
to grow the industry.

Enforce transparency
order on public tenders

The public procurement
watchdog must move beyond
just directing State agencies
to publish winners of tenders
on an online platform to en-
forcingthesameifitistowin
the confidence of both players
and wananchi.

Going by the past record,
State entities have largely ig-
nored the requirement to be
transparent in their dealings
with many refusing torelease
the crucial information.

Stakes could only go
higher with deals worth Sh2
trillion in the pipeline in the
coming financial year encom-
passing projects and supply of
various goods and services.

The Public Procurement

Regulation Authority should
ensure that come.June 30 this
vear, its directive for integra-
tion of a digital procurement
information portal is imple-
mented.

Mational Treasury’'s dec-
laration that from next fiscal
year, it will not sanction pay-
ment of contracts or suppliers
outside the e-system should
be a starting point for ensur-
ing transparency in the way
public finances are spent.

The Sh700 million allocat-
ed for the rollout of the system
should guarantee opennessin
the way state entities procure
and pay for various servicesas
mere threats in the past have
not yvielded any fruit.

The editor invites commeants on our content and topical issues
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Strategic risk mitigation for MSMES

CATHERINE
NYAGA-MBI}

Micro, small and medium enterprises
{(MSMEs) play a pivotal role in Kenya's
economic development.

A 2016 Kenva National Bureau of
Statistics survey shows the country
had more than 7.4 million MSMEs,
employing about 14.9 million people
and contributing around 40 percent of
the gross domestic product (GDP). The
Fourth Medium Term Plan of Vision
2030 (2023-27) recognises that trans-
forming MSMEs is key to increasing
GDP growth from 4.8 percent in 2022
to 7.2 percent by 2027,

The question is how can stakehold-
ers enhance the survival and growth
of MSMEs? The answer lies in effective
risk management, adopting a collabo-
rative approach to navigate local and
global uncertainties.

The International Monetary Fund’s

_April 2025 World-Economie @utlook
notes thatFising polievuineertaint v

driven by global trade tensions, is dis-
rupting growth and increasing risks.
Global growth was revised down from
3.3to 2.8 percent in 2025, mainly dueto
unexpected US tarift hikes and abrupt

fiscal and monetary shifts. The report
urges governments and central banks
to respond with coordinated, flexible
policies, safeguarding liquidity, tar-
geting structural reforms, and avoid-
ing abrupt tightening of these policies
to stabilise trade.

In Kenya, MSMEs should engage in
fiscal policy discussions, as these deci-
sions directly affect their operations.
For instance, the burden of multiple
licences continues to hinder the ease
ofdoing business. They also face chal-
lenges like poor governance, limited
regulatory awareness, low financial
literacy, inadequate infrastructure,
succession gaps, and limited market
access. Establishing sound governance
structures is foundational to business
success. Asthe sayving goes, 'Ttdoesn’t
o0 Wrong, it starts wrong'.

MSMEs should define deci-
sion-making roles, accountability sys-
tems, and performance metrics from
the start. Appointing a strong board
or team of advisers ensures strate-
gic direction and oversight. For own-

er-managed or family-run business-

€5, governance also supports eftective
succession planning by identifying
critical roles and future leaders.
Regulatory changes can signifi-
cantly impact business operations.
MS5MEs should have a system in

place to assess the impact of any reg-
ulatory shifts on their operations. It's
also vital to track evolving laws like
the Data Protection Act and tax regu-
lations to stay compliant.

Financial literacy remains a major
gap among many entrepreneurs. Basic
knowledge of bookkeeping and under-
standing financial statements, such
as income, expenses, assets, liabili-
ties, and cash flows is critical. Equal-
Iy important is having clear budgets
and performance targets to measure
Progress.

Vision 2030 highlights the urgent
need to improve MSME infrastruc-
ture, as many operate from tempo-
rary premises, face inefficient dis-
tribution value chains, and lack key
utilities, raising costs and reducing
competitiveness.

Finally, markets are essential for
MSME success. As highlighted in the
book, Ikigai by Héctor Garcia and Fran-
cesc Miralles, a sustainable business
aligns passion, talent, demand, and
income potential. Kenyan MSMEs
face stiff competition from counter-
feit goods, post-harvest losses, and
non-compliance with market stan-
dards.

The writer is the Co-Chaur,
Institute of Risk Management,
East Africa Group

Economy.

Week after Budget: Why economic
recovery isreal, even if not overnight

CHRIS
KIPTOO

A week after the presentation of the
2025-26 Budget, Kenyans continue
to engage passionately on its impli-
cations. That is not only commend-
able—it is healthy. It demonstrates
the strength of our democracy and re-
flects the civic responsibility of a so-
ciety committed to shaping its future.
However, with that responsibility also
comes the need to engage honestly,
candidly, and with facts.

This Budget is a plan of action to
consolidate ongoing economic recov-
ery, stimulate new growth, and deepen
exclusivity. The theme, ‘Stimulating
Sustainable Economic Recovery for
Improved Livelihoods, Job Creation
and Business and Industrial Pros-
perity’, aligns with the Bottom-Up

Economic Transformation Agenda
(BETA). It is focused on restoring
growth, creating jobs, loweringthe cost
ofliving, and securing long-term eco-
nomic resilience.

Yet, Kenvans have asked a fair ques-
tion: If the economy is recovering, why
isn't it being felt in our pockets—yet?
The answer requires us to distinguish
between short-term perception and
long-term reality. Economic recovery,
by its nature, is not instant. It is grad-
ual, deliberate, and structured—pre-
cisely because quick-fix booms often
lead to painful collapses. What matters
most is that the fundamentals are now
firmly turning in the right direction,
laying a solid foundation for sustained
and inclusive prosperity.

And the numbers speak clearly.
Kenya’'s economy grew by an average
of 5.2 percent across 2023 and 2024—
higherthan the global average (3.3 per-
cent) and the sub-Saharan Africa aver-
age (3.8 percent). Evenwith the shocks
of 2024—floods, geopolitical tensions,

and domestic unrest—Kenvya still re-
corded growth of 4.7 percent.

Economic recovery is real—not
just because we say so, but because
the data shows it. And while it may
not vet be felt everywhere with equal
intensity, we are determined to stay
the course. We are rejecting populist
shortcuts and embracing steady, disci-
plined, evidence-based reforms. That
is how real prosperity is built.

The government alone cannot do
it. The private sector is our indispens-
able partner, and that is why the Pub-
lic-Private Dialogue Platform remains
open and active for all constructive
contributions.

The truth is simple: we may not
vet be where we want to be, but we are
firmly headed in the right direction.

Eenya’'s economic recovery is not
an accident—it is by design. And
with unity of purpose, we will secure
a future of shared prosperity for all.

The writer is the Principal Secretary at the
Mational Treasury
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Engage youths

to curb anarchy

One key worry that is afflicting sev-
eral developed countries is the trend
towards population implosion. Their
population growth is below the esti-
mated level as the appropriate replace-
ment level of 2.1 children per woman.

This is said to be acute in countries
such as Japan, Italy, Spain, Poland,
Singapore, Macau, Taiwan and South
Korea. The opposite of this is in Africa
and a few zones in the world where the
population is rising and the median
age is relatively low. Yet it is in Africa
where industrialisation on a large
scale has failed to take off. The co-
nundrum we are in is a high popula-
tion growth pace— not a bad thing if
we can develop as it can be a big gold
mine and huge dividend—with jobs
crisis and struggling economies be-
coming the norm. That isthe problem
we find ourselves in Kenya.

We have a vouth crisis and are at
a huge risk of not reaping the demo-
graphic dividend based on what is
happening.

Right now, due to the economic
struggles, there is alot of courting and
fear of the Gen Zs in Kenya due to their
significance. They are a key constitu-
ency of the universe of voters. Their
numbers are significant totilt the out-
comes. Every politician is looking for
ways of courting the Gen Zs. These
young people are a disenchanted lot
and are likely to vote based on angetr.
They feel let down by many things in
our country, especially the economy,
politics and politicians. They are adis-
guieted lot and they are warranted too.

What is the solution to mollify the
Gen Zs who seem to have given up on
hope? It is not easy to pinpoint a toral
solution. A lot is needed to fix Kenya.
However, some steps need to be un-
dertaken, including engaging the
youth and addressing their grievances.

Cartoon

Y

“¥'m not against agreeing to disagree. ft's just that ! will spend
the whole week thinking how wrong you were...”

How leaders set the tone for State violence

The streets of Nairobi and the coun-
try were rocked by yet another grim
reminder of the precarious state
of civil liberties in Kenya. Amid
public protests over the gruesome _
murder of Albert Ojwang’ lr%éﬁ%t&qif
dy, a police officer was filmed shoot-
ing a bystander at close range on
Tuesday evening. The irony is im-
possible to ignore!

Protesters demanding account-
ability for police brutality were met
with more brutality, carried out in
broad davlight, on camera, before
the eyes of a disillusioned public.

While outrage spread across
social media instantly, the tragedy
of the incident is how it was almost
expected to happen at some point.
But still, one question lingers, burn-
ing at the heart of Kenya's troubled
governance: How did we get here,
and why does this keep happening?

Perhaps journeying back, about
a thousand years to England’s me-
dieval past would help us under-
stand the forces of power, obedi-
ence and state-sanctioned violence
when leaders set implicit tones that
their subordinates act upon, often
with tragic consequences. The dra-
matic and fatal clash between King
Henry II and Thomas Becket, the
Archbishop of Canterbury presents
a chilling comparison.

Thomas Becket, once a close
friend and loyal chancellor to Henry
II, was appointed Archbishop in
the hope that he would serve the
crown's interests. However, Becket
transformed donning clerical robes,
committing himself to the indepen-
dence of the Church. This enraged
Henry, whose growing frustrations
peaked in the infamous expression,
“Will no one rid me of this turbulent
priest?” Whether meant as a com-

mand or an emotional outburst, his
knightsinterpreted it asalicence to
act, They murdered Becket at the
Cathedral in 1170. Henry [::n.llzllli::hF
illsa?ﬂ‘ﬂ-'sid Eh t h1~s

-éla?’émﬂhzﬁ atal e mih
sibility. His words, whether direct
orders or not, set a tone, a climate
of hostility, atacit permission to act
111 eXCess.

Kenya's leadership today finds
itself in a similarly uncomfort-
able position. While neither the
President nor Cabinet Secretary
may have ordered police officers
to shoot unarmed civilians, their
rhetoric, inaction and often adver-
sarial stance towards critical voices
send a signal. That signal, much
like Henry's infamous lament, be-
comes a licence interpreted by law
enforcement as permission to use
disproportionate force to protect
the State from its people. Unlike in
Henry's time, we now have camer-
as recording everything around us,
social mediato share them and the
capacity to identify even a masked
police officer before the end of the
day.

Over the years, the Kenyan
police service has developed arepu-
tation for excessive force, arbitrary
arrests and impunity, an image ac-
quired during the Nyayo era. While
the National Police Service has un-
dergone reforms on paper, includ-
ing the establishment of oversight
bodies like the Independent Folic-
ing Oversight Authority, the cul-
ture within the ranks suggests oth-
erwise. Officers continue to act with
impunity, often acting arbitrarily
with little fear of prosecution.

This culture of impunity does
not exist in a vacuum. It is nour-
ished by silence at the top, by public

statements that demonise State crit-
ics and by the government’s overar-
ching anxiety about dissent.

Kenya's leadership create an
E:l'l"-"] [DI'HTIEF[I that 1r1tv.=:r|:-rcts dalar-

kéhﬁ_‘,r fl:i‘ithﬂ police and silently calls
them to action in whichever way
they deem fit.

Public protest is a right, asign of
a functioning democracy. Taking
to the streets to raise grievances is
a last resort for powerless Kenvans
desperate to exercise their funda-
mental freedoms without engag-
ing in criminal activity. Yet, Kenyan
leadership often frames protesters
as anarchists, foreign-sponsored
disruptors or enemies of develop-
ment. This framing dehumanises
people seeking solutions to their
everyday challenges and justifies
heavy-handed police responses.

Kenvya needs leadership willing
to recognise that the deaths of civil-
iansat the hands of police are symp-
toms of adeeper sickness, one that
festers when the power goes un-
checked and criticism is treated as
rebellion. A leadership that seesthe
humanity in protesters and enforc-
es the rule of law without exception
will not need to fear dissent. The
shooting of a bystander on Tuesday
during protests is an indictment of
the entire system that allowed it to
happen. Aslong asthe tone from the
top remains defensive, dismissive
or confrontational, the State-spon-
sored violence will continue.

But it doesn't have to. The lead-
ership can set a new tone, one that
values life, upholds rights and com-
mands the respect of its citizens not
through fear, but through justice.

Benard Aloo, Kenyan with a
Consclence, via email

VOICES

Hatem Sadek

DAILY NEWS EGYPT

In the weeks leading up to the strike,
headlines from Tel Aviv were domi-
nated by domestic political crises —
debates over conscription laws and
rumours of coalition collapse. Si-
multaneously, American diplomat-
ic envoys publicly floated the pros-
pect of renewed nuclear talks with
Tehran. Iran's leadership, lulled into
a false sense of diplomatic reprieve,
remained unaware that the count-
down to one of the region’s most con-
sequential military operations had
already begun. Behind the facade of
cautious statements and nominal ob-
jections, it became increasingly clear
that the United States — under Presi-
dent Trump — tacitly endorsed the Is-
raeli operation. Washington not only
tolerated but actively helped orches-
trate the deception strategy.

Jeremy Havardi

DAILY EXPRESS

The Iran backed Houthis have threat-
ened western shipping in 2023. They
have seized and attacked dozens of
merchant and naval vesselsinthe Red
Sea, leading to retaliatory strikes by
the US and UK. Nor can we forget that
Iran has supplied ballistic missiles and
drones to Russia for use in Ukraine.
Yet in the face of this blatant state ag-
gression, our Prime Minister offers
little more than mealy mouthed, vapid
soundbites. He and his hapless For-
eign Secretary have spoken of the need
to ‘de-escalate’ the region in the inter-

ests of regional stability while claim-
ing to support Israel’s self-defence.
The problem he ignores is that Iran’'s
actions are continually escalating ten-
sions, including its funding of terror-
ist proxies like Hamas and Hezbollah.

Ibrahim Adlan

SUDAN TRIBUNE

Given the critical situation the coun-
tryisfacing, there is an urgent need for
immediate and well-planned action
to reopen Sudanese airspace as an es-
sential part of restoring national sov-
ereignty, reviving the economy, and
facilitating humanitarian and com-
mercial air transport. Reopening Su-
danese airspace is not merely an oper-
ational necessity—itisasymbol of the
return of Sudan’s statehood and global
standing. Readinessis built during un-
certainty, not after it. Those who fail
to prepare during hardship will not be
ready when opportunity arises.
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Broke Moi University to sell
its dogs, donkeys and pigs

Daniel Ogetta

At the fall of the gavel, Moi Univer-
sity is set to auction some of its ani-
mals, a vehicle and an assortment of
used tyres in its latest disposal of its
property.

In notices seen by Nation, the cash-
strapped institution has listed dogs,
donkeys and pigs for public sale slated
for June 24 2025, The university will
alsoauction aused Toyota Hilux pick-
up, bulls and bull calves.

“Moi University shall be selling the
following items by public auction on
Thursday June 24 2025 at the main
campus, transport department yard
and farm yard starting at 9.30 am,”
reads a memo by Prof Kiplagat Kotut,
acting vice chancellor at the institu-
tion.

The items will be sold on "as-
is-where-is basis”, said Prof Kotut,
“Viewing can be done on June 20
and 23 2025 from 9.00 am to 4.00 pm
at the point of storage.” All interest-

ed bidders, he said, are required to
obtain a refundable bid number by
way of cash of Sh20,000 to be allowed
to bid for motor vehicle and Sh2,000
for other items.

While the highest bidder shall be
required to pay the auction amount
failure to which the deposit shall be
forfeited, the institution said the bid-
ding amount of the successful bidder

2,000

Deposit for bidding for other smaller
items

shall be retained as deposit.

Inthe auction, bulls and bull calves
have reserve prices that range be-
tween Sh50,000 and Sh70,000 while

price of Sh40,000.
The minimum prices for pigs are

between Sh9,000 and 5hi15,000 while
pigs will be auctioned for a reserve
price of between 5h3,500 and Sh7,000.

The minimum bid for the vehicle
is Shas, 000,

Payroll costs
The cash-strapped university in May
terminated the employment of over
800 academic and non-academic staff
as part of cost-cutting measures,

The institution of higher learning
was looking to save Sh120 million per
month in payroll costs, and a total
Sh757.05 million annually.

Having issued redundancy notic-
es in May—ijust three months after a
NEW Manageie Int team was Elppﬂil’l[-
ed to salvage the institution, the uni-
versity has been sinking into a finan-
cial abyss by the day.

The University Academic Staff

Union -n:hallengﬁd the institution’s

German shepherds have a resefvel - move, ‘alghing ‘hAd deted i ‘bt

faith.
- daniel.ogetta@gmail.com

Career |

Universities set to train
teachers on CBE ahead
of senior school rollout

Winnie Atieno

Teachers in secondary schools will
undergo in-service training on the
competency-based education (CBE)
before the rollout of senior school
(Grade 10) in January 2026.

Consequently, the principal secre-
tary for Higher Education Beatrice In-
yangala has directed all public univer-
sities to begin the in-service teacher
education programme. With the roll-
out of CBE, secondary schools will
hence be reterred to as senior schools.

DrInvangala said teachers in sec-
ondary schools lack competency in
the three pathways for senior school.
The pathways are science, technol-
ogy, engineering and mathematics
(STEM), social sciences and arts and
sports. There are 154,200 teachers in
secondary schools.

"You realise that our students will
he %rﬁnsltmg to senior school in Jan-
uary, the teachers who are going to
teach them are our products... these

teachers do not have competencies
inthe three pathways. We have a very
urgent assignments beginning July
to start developing those levels so
that we can actualise in-service for
the teachers who will be teaching in
senior schools," said Dr Invangala.
She was speaking during a confer-
ence for chairpersons of councils of
public universities in Mombasa.
The PS said the teachers must be
equipped to deliver CBE and that the
matter should be put on the agenda
of every university council meeting,
going forward.
“Ttis very urgent,” stressed the PS.
About 1.2 million learners current-
lyin junior school are set totransit to
senior school in January. The PS said.
Parliamentary Education Comimit-
tee Chairman Julius Melly said the re-
tooling of senior teachers is on course
and that the State has allocated Sh6e00
million for the training and retool-
ing of teachers on CBE programmes.
= watieno@nationmedia.com
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THENATIONAL COUNCIL FOR
USHIRIKA DAY CELEBRATIONS

the 103rd

As the world comes together to commemorate
International
on Saturday, Sth July 2025, we are pleased
to inform you that Nation Media Group will be
publishing a special Ushirika Day supplement in
the Daily Nation to honor this important occasion.

This year's theme,
Sustainable Solutions for a Better World,”
celebrates the crucial role that SACCOs and co-
operatives play in promoting social equity, economic
inclusion, and environmental sustainability.

Theme: Driving Inclusive and Sustainable

Solutions for a Better World

Co-operative Day

“Driving Inclusive and

To have your content and messaging featured within the

special feature, kindly contact either of the following:

0713 351695 or
0721403 35 or

Winnie:
Nduta :

wkahoi@ke.nationmedia.com
agoko@ke.nationmedia.com
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Court |

Judge clears auction of

tycoon’s property to pay
ex-wife’s upkeep arrears

Joseph Wangui

A court hasupheld the sale of a property
belonging to businessman Suresh Kan-
taria in Nairobi to cater for the upkeep
arrears of his estranged wife following
their divorce 25 vears ago.

Justice Christine Ochieng declined
an application by Mr Kantaria's tenant,
Ms Hawa Haiji, to reverse the public auc-
tionthat happened in January this year.
Mr Kantaria argued that the sale was
illegal.

The property situated in South C
Nairobi valued at Sh28 million was sold
to settle a longstanding spousal main-
tenance debt of an unspecified amount
owed to his former wife Mradula Suresh
Kantaria.

The tenant with the backing of Mr
Kantaria had argued that she had pre-
emptive rights on the house and should

have been given the first right of pur-
chase.

The auction was pursuant to orders
issued on November 5, 2024, by the
High Court Deputy Registrar inthe en-
forcement of a Court of Appeal judg-
ment, which required the businessman
to pay his former wife and daughter
5h350,000 monthly for maintenance
and upkeep. The initial compensation
for spousal alimony was Sh100 million
as ordered in 2005 by the High Court
following the annulment of their mar-
riage on February 18, 1999,

While supporting the tenant’s ap-
plication for reversal of the auction,
Mr Kantaria argued that the sale was
illegal. He explained that the exercise
was based on disputed orders thau'. ere
subject to an active appeal, where'he -
is pleading that the sale of his assets
amount to reducing him to a pauper.

The other assets targeted by Ms
suresh for auction to recover the spou-
sal maintenance arrears are situated
at United Nations Crescent Gigiri and
South Nairobi.

However, Justice Ochieng ruled that

350,000

Amount demanded monthly for ex-wife
and daugher upkeep

the tenant failed to explain why she did

not bid for the purchase of the house
during the public auction.

“The plaintiff contends that she had

a lease but I note there were already

_oxders issued b}'«C«QHI“Eﬁ of competent

‘11.11?&:31"&21&1‘! for I’[ﬂ;mfbﬂ&m:whlﬂl tobl |

place and the suit property passed to
a third party. I note the suit proper-

ty was advertised twice for sale in the
Daily Nation Newspaper but the Plain-
tiff has not explained why she did not
purchase it, during the said auction,”
said the judge.

She added though the tenant had
avalid lease, the same could not over-
ride the court order and the available
remedy to a person aggrieved by auc-
tion was to seek damages.

“Auctioning of property is governed
by the auctioneers rules and once the
property is sold by public auction, the
only remedy an owner or a person who
has an interest in it has, is to sue for
damagesif the auction was not proper-
Ivundertaken,” stated Justice Ochieng.

She observed that the tenant failed

__to present any special circumstances
‘OF éstablish a strong case against the

sale to warrant granting of the orders

sought,

“It is my considered view that since
the suit property was to be sold pursu-
ant to orders issued in the High Court
divorce case of 1997, on November 5,
2024, in the execution of a Court of
Appeal judgment, this overrides the
terms of the purported lease, which the
Plaintiff seeks to rely on”.

Ms Suresh and Mr Kantaria were
married on March 16, 1974. The mar-
riage was dissolved on February 18,
1999, after Ms Suresh successfully filed
for a divorce, The award of Sha50,000
was to be effected on May 5, 2025, and
paid on every fifth day of the subse-
guent month until she dies or remar-
ries. In the present case, she opposed
the tenant’s application, urging that the
lease was free to negotiate another ten-
ancy agreement with the newowner of
the property.

Inthe Court of Appeal, case Mr Kan-
taria wanted the High Court awards,
which included a 50 percent share of
three prime properties in Nairobi and
Sh100 million to Ms Suresh, quashed.

Justices Roselyn Nambuye (retired),
Daniel Musinga, and Agnes Murgor
noted that the High Court erred in law
by ordering that property owned by the
businessman’s company Tarameera
Limited be transferred to Ms Suresh for
her benefit and that of their children.
= jwangui@ke.antionamedia.com

IMF in Kenya amid crisis In Civic space
andrising budget discontent

he IMF Governance Diagnostic
I Review team is currently
in Kenya for a two-week
assessment and analysis of the
systemic corruption vulnerabilities,
integrity and governance. The visit,
which is part of a process that started
earlier in the year, comes at a tense
moment for the country, not just
economically, but also politically
and socially.

The review is a key requirement as
Kenva seeks a new IMF programme
to replace the expiring $3.6 billion
arrangement. It aims to evaluate
six critical areas, including fiscal
governance, rule of law, and anti-
corruption systems. The final report
is expected in October,

IMF’s arrival coincides with
deepening unrest and a shrinking
civicspace, The tragic death of activist
Albert Ojwang, and the arrests of
vocal citizens like Rose Njeri, signal
increasing intolerance toward
dissent. From police intimidation to
shootings, surveillance and unlawful
detentions, the environment for free
expression and protest has grown
alarmingly hostile.

It is within this charged
atmosphere that Kenyans are once
again taking to the streets, also

because this year’s budget, like those
before it, simply does not reflect the
needs of the people.

That's why the Okoa Uchumi
Campaign is more determined than
ever to create and defend safe civic
spaces - where citizens can organise,
question, and demand accountability.
At the heart of this is the campaign's
work towards an alternative
Governance and Corruption
Diagnostic (GCD) - a people-centred
counter tothe IMF's top-down model.

While the IMF focuses on
institutional indicators, OKkoa
Uchumi’s approach listens to lived
realities: parents with children in
public schools without textbooks,
patients in hospitals without
medicine, and yvouths remaining
jobless despite “fiscal reforms”.

Last week, Okoa Uchumi convened
a powerful Town Hall Forum that
brought together citizens, students,
experts, creatives, and civil society
actors to dissect the 2025/26 budget.
Is it truly a people’s budget? The
overwhelming response was, no.

Participants wvoiced clear
dissatisfaction with the declining
quality of service delivery, growing
inequality, and ballooning public
debt. One of the participants, a

Mation Media Group's Fixing the Nation team pose with a number of civil society
officials, locals and students from various universities after hosting an Okoa Uchumi
open conversation at Baraza Media Lab in NMakuru City, on the state of Kenya's
economy. This was on June 12, 2025. BONIFACE MWANGI

resident of Ngata, Nakuru, shared
a powerful personal testimony that
captured the disconnect between
government spending priorities
and community needs. Affordable
housing units have been constructed
in the area, yet not a single hospital
exists to serve the local population.

“Wewould rather have a hospital than
new houses,” said the resident.

The story speaks volumes about
misplaced priorities and disregard for
public participation. To make matters
worse, the stretch between Ngata and
Bridge is notorious for frequent road
accidents. With no nearby health

SPONSORED CONTENT

facility, residents are left vulnerable
and without emergency care.

While revenue projections
were revised downward, spending
promises persisted, resulting in a
widening budget deficit that now
stands at Ksh923 billion, up from an
initial Ksh7592 billion. The solution?
More borrowing, deepening the debt
trap.

Okoa Uchumi maintains that
Kenya does not have a revenue
problem, but an expenditure crisis.
The country is stuck in a cycle of
overpromising, under-delivering,
and shielding wasteful spending
under complex bureaucracies. That's
why the campaign continues to push
for prudent public spending, social
accountability, and a rethinking of
how budgets are made and for whom.

Rooted in over 100 civil society and
citizen organisations, Okoa Uchumi’s
work centres on participatory
budgeting, county budget tracking,
barazas, and public education.
The goal is simple but powerful: to
make Kenya's budget process truly
democratic. and to ensure that
economic justice is not a buzzword
but a lived reality.

Asthe IMFteam prepares its report,
the people are preparing theirs too -
onethat tells the lived experiences of
what governance in Kenvya looks and
feels like. The question is no longer
just about policy. It's about power and
who gets to decide what our future
looks like.
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CBK takes Sh71bn from oversubscribed June bond

Charles Mwaniki

Investors offered the government
Sh101.36 billion in the latest Trea-
sury bond sale as they rushed to lock
in returns of between 12 and 13 per-
cent before an expected decline in in-
terest rates following the recent cut in
the central bank policy rate.

The government was in the market
for Sh50 billion via a pair of reopened
15 and 30-year papers, but ended up
netting Sh¥1.6 billion from the over-
subscribed sale, having rejected Sh29.7
billion from investors.

The 5h101.36 billion worth of bids
also represents one of the highest
amounts offered for a single bond out-
side of infrastructure bonds, which
usually attract oversized investor in-
terest due to attractive tax-free re-
turns.

In thesale, the 15-year paper, which
was first sold in 2020, attracted the
bulk of investor bids at Sh84.53 bil-
lion, with the Central Bank of Kenya
(CBK) accepting Sh57.87 billion. The
30-year bond, which was dubbed a

Savings Development Bond (SDB)
when it was first floated in 2011, raised
bids of Shl6.62 billion, and an accept-
ed amount of Sh13.77 billion.

“The 15-vear received the bulk of
subscriptions given its shorter tenure
(9.7 years to maturity) and rﬂlazwel
attractive coupon rate (12.76 peﬁé{r’fﬂ

in the current interest rate environ-
ment,” said analysts at Sterling Capi-
tal in a note on the bond.

“Notably, investors bid quite ag-
gressively on both bonds...we believe
that the government’s fiscal position
_atthetail End of qu ﬁﬁ&fﬁﬂﬂl year
Sabted fam icehiive

bid aggressively.”

The 15-year paper carries a coupon
(actual payable interest rate) of 12.76
percent, but investors demanded a
return (or yvield) of 13.6 percent, with
the CBK eventually settling at 13.46
percent. This resulted in a price dis-
count where buyers paid Sh96.08 per

101.3

Billions of shillings that investors
offered the government

bond unit of Sh100.

The SDB has a coupon of 12 per-
cent, with the CBK settling for a yield
of 13.99 percent after investors asked
for a return of 14.18 percent.

When investors demand a higher
return compared to a bond’s fixed
coupon rate, the CEBK has the option
of accommodating them by offering
a discount on the price they pay for
their bonds.

This price discount translatestoa

m‘l‘ﬂ € .ﬂh@:@r implied vield on the bond. In-

vestors are, however, paid interest at
the coupon rate, and upon maturity
of the bond, they are given back the
face value of their paper.

The CBK's decision to take up an
amount higherthan the targeted Sh50
billion also pointed to the expected in-
crease in domestic borrowing target
for the current fiscal year, to be effect-
ed via the third supplementary budget
which was tabled in Parliament yes-
terday.

In the Budget Statement last
week, Treasury CS John Mbadi put
the budget deficit at Sh923 billion,
funded by Sh635.5 billion in net do-
mestic borrowing and Sh287.5 billion
in foreign loans.

The second supplementary budget
of March 2025 had a deficit of Sh887.2
billion, which is being funded by do-
mestic borrowing of 5he05.7 billion
and external borrowing of Sh281.5 bil-
lion. These funding targets remainin
place until the third supplementary
budget is passed by parliament and
signed into law.
= cmwaniki@ke nationmedia.com
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Rwanda's rank as the
Africa's easiest place to
do business.

Rwanda continues to rank among Africa’s top countries for ease of
doing business, making it an increasingly attractive destination for

foreign direct investments. Join us in discovering the future of trade 2 40‘_-y Growth of Kenya's exports
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World Music Day
Kasiva, Elbeity and Suraj

lead the charge in tribute
to global rhythms

You could say it was the toss of a coin that changed Joseph
Murabula’s life. A 50-cent coin. Faced with dismal chanc-
es of furthering his education in his village in Busia, he
wrote a letter to the late Dr Griffin of Starehe Boys’ Cen-
tre. The letter said, in many words: Save me from the vil-
lage. He then bought a stamp for 50 cents and mailed his
dream.

The dream replied.

And now, 20 years later, Joseph sits at the head of the
table at Kenya Climate Innovation Center (KCIC) as the
Chief Executive. Before joining KCIC, he served as the
CEO of the Kenya Innovative Finance Facility for Water
(KIFFWA), an organisation that co-develops water initia-
tives to support the fight against climate change.

He holds a master’s degree in Finance and Financial

« CO1aW from the University of London and is a Certified Ex-

pert in Climate and Renewable Energy Finance. He has
worked in the banking sector and in the consulting di-
vision of Deloitte, where he began his professional jour-
ney—a journey that reminds us that sometimes, the most

significant changes start with the smallest acts of faith.
He spoke to us via Zoom, from a location with a large
window and a very grey June sky.

PROFILE
JACKSON
BIKO

It’s great to start these conversa-

tions with what people remember
abouttheir childhood, the good and
the not- so- good...

The not-so-good memory is that my
mother passed away when I was two
yvears old. Following her death, inthe
wisdom of the elders, our family was
split. My two sisters went to live with
our maternal grandmother, while my
brother and I were taken in by our pa-
ternal grandmother. But being raised
by a grandmother has its unique bless-
ings. Despite the lack of resources—
sometimes no food or basic needs—
she made sure we were always well
cared for. God gave her long life and
a loving heart.

Where was your father during that
time?

He worked in Thika and wasn't around
much. He retired in 1985, when [ was
in Class 5. Four years later, [ left home
for high school. Like most children

raised in the village, I only saw him
maybe once a year—usually when
he came home on leave, in August or
December. Because I lived with my
grandmother, I didn’t form a strong
bond with him.

Has that influenced how you raise
vour children?
Not really. I have one boy and three
girls. However, in our culture, you
often become a parental figure to your
nieces and nephews long before you
have children of your own, so life and
experience teach us valuable lessons.
Today, we have access to more
information, therefore more aware
about what is expected to bring up
wholesome children. Essentially,
event thought parenting doesn't come
with a manual, the environment we
are raising our children is very differ-
ent from the past. Therefore, my fa-
ther's absence did not affect how I've
raised my children.

What season oflife are you in right
now? Y
I'd say midlife. I just turned 50.
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& | Isareflective time—youthink
about the past, but you also
look ahead with more wisdom than
in your youth. I'm looking at making
an impact—supporting others to over-
come challenges I've faced. In rural
areas, the problems stay the same: lack
of school fees, poor healthcare, absent
parents, and poor infrastructure. And
it's all rooted in poverty.

What got me out of poverty was
education and that’s why I strongly
support enterprise and education. I,
for instance, chair my village school
and work with KCIC to promote village
entrepreneurship. The goal is to give
people both income and access toedu-
cation—because that’s how you trans-
form a society. [ wouldn't be speak-
ing to you today if Dr Geoffrey Griffin
hadn't taken me out of the village and
into school,

Do you remember what you wrote
to Dr Griffin?

Yes. I'was 13, in Class 8. I'd heard from
our deputy headmaster about this
school that supports bright children
from poor backgrounds. We thought
it wouldn’t hurt to ask for help. I wrote
a letter explaining that my family
couldn’t afford my school fees and
that I was bright pupil who wanted
to continue my education. He wrote
back. I couldn’t believe it. It was like
winning a lottery.

What motivated you most as a boy
growing up in Busia?

Getting out of the village. [Laughs].
We believed success lived in the big
cities—Nairobi, and Mombasa. I
hadn’t gone more than five kilome-
tres from home . so I worked hard
in school because I wanted to see
the city lights. Getting admitted to
Starehe Boys ' Centre was the happi-
est moment of my life. I can't think of
any other happier moment, because
suddenly I had a shot at something
bigger. And now, in this station in life,
I'm keen on impact, on giving chil-
dren in my village at least a basic ed-
ucation—say, up to Grade 4. As [ men-
tioned, | believe education is the best
way to break the poverty cycle.

You have a background in finance
and law. Was that driven by passion
or proficiency?

Passion. I started at Deloitte in the
corporate recovery services division,
where I dealt with struggling busi-
nesses. | saw firsthand how poor fi-
nancial planning can collapse liveli-
hoods. That experience inspired me

to get the financing structure right
fromthebeginning. Sol pursued proj-
ect finance and later joined a develop-
ment finance institution. I learned a
few things about money during this
time; that money is just an enabler.
Without a dream, it's meaningless.
You should seek money to achieve a
purpose, not for its own sake.

What's something you started but
haven’t finished?

My PhD. I started writing the con-
cept and stopped on the second page.
[Chuckle| It remains unfinished.
Friends keep pushing me to get on
with it and get it done. Why a PhD, you
ask? Because we live in a knowledge
economy. A PhD helps you deepen
your expertise and passiton through
teaching or mentorship. It positions
vou to contribute more meaningful-
ly to society.

Outside work, how do you spend
your time?

Iread and watch sports—mainly Pre-
mier League, La Liga, athletics, and
motorsport. | also spend time with

Money
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"Without adream, it’s
meaningless. Seek money
to achieve a purpose, not

forits own sake.

friends and family. I love reading. T'm
currently reading The Light We Carry
by Michelle Obama.

What’s one book you'd carry into
Noah's Ark?

Definitely The 48 Laws of Power by
Robert Greene. It offers a realistic
worldview and insights on navigating
relationships. It has informed some of
my leadership qualities, I guess. I'm
consultative,

I believe decisions are implement-
ed better with team buy-in. What |
struggle with is managing people in
a knowledge-heavy sector like cli-
mate entrepreneurship. People move

on quickly, and continuity becomesa
challenge.

Do vou think about life after 607
Absolutely. Time flies. Just the other
day we were children kicking balls
made from paper in Busia. Today I'm
here, 50 years old, having an interview
with Biko. [Chuckle] I hope to spend
my retirement sharing knowledge—
teaching, mentoring.

What makes you anxious about the
future now?

[Pause] The state of society. Many
yvoung people have dreams but lack
opportunities. There are countless
youth who are giving up on hope.
The system does not provide the sup-
port they need, which is heartbreak-
ing. Recent protests are a reflection of
this frustration boiling over. It raises
important questions about the future
of our country.

Kenya Climate Innovation Center
Chief Executive Officer loseph
Murabula during the interview
at his office in Nairobi on June 19,
2025, PHOTO! BOMFACE BOGITA

What's something you wish people
asked you more?

[Pause] Well, I've not thought about
that but [ think it's the question you
asked me earlier about what I'd like
to do after 60. It forces you to reflect
and prepare for it more intentionally.

On a scale of 1to 10, how satisfied
are you with life?
[Pause] I'd say a six.

That’s average.
Yes, there are still dreams [ have yet to
fulfill, but I have also done meaning-
ful work for society. T have a bucket list
with several items still to check off. For
instance, I have yet to visit Asia, and
China, in particular, is on my list. [ also
want to complete my PhD and expand
support for small entrepreneurs; cut-
rently, we can only assist about 10 per-
cent of the people who apply to KCIC.
As a 50-year-old man, [ have my
fears. I often wonder what the future
holds for me and what I should be
doing. I've tried to put structures
in place to ensure my success, but I
still worry about whether they will
work out. I'm concerned that some-
thing might happen that could take
me and my family back to the life I
had 30 vears ago—a life of pover-
ty. I can't bear the thought of that.

Before we close, what’s the one
thing your children complain most
about vou?

|Laughs| They say [ don't bring them
enough gitts when I travel.

= bikozulu@gmail.com
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James Mbuthia is a man who wears
many bucket hats. He is a small-scale
farmer, a preacher and an artist for
which purpose [ speak to him. He is
currently exhibiting at the One Off Art
Contemporary Gallery, titled Rhythms
Within, a vibrant journey into the
world of abstract art where women's
ficurines pirouette on a pinnacle.

James has been sketching since
childhood, but at a professional level,
he says he began doing it in 1995 when
he sold his first painting for Sh5,000.
He has improved his craft, evident in
his current show with his artworks
ranging from 5h130,000 to Sh400,000,

James, now almost 70, cuts the
image of a simple man, a man that
wants to preach and head home to
tend to his animals. His paintings,
however tell a different story. They are
warm in stark contrast to the weather.

Rhythms Withinisajourneyintoa
world of ease with rolling hills, church-
es, villages and women. It is almost as
if a village has been brought into a re-
naissance era in the mixed media of
acrylic, oil on canvas and pastel.

“My art is self-taught, which is
why it has taken me a long time to get
here,” he says. "I was just painting on
my own until another artist found me
and asked where [ took my paintings
after I was finished with them to which
I answered that [ either threw them
away or gave them out.”

The artist then introduced him to
the Banana Hill Art Gallery, and that
was the beginning of the present.

Unlike most artists, James didn't
abandon his other pursuits entirely
1o pursue painting.

“Iam alsoa small-scale farmer be-
cause you know, you cannot sell paint-
ings like vegetables. | paint because it
is agift and although it can sustain me,
I1still keep chicken, and cattle and dig
a few plots here and there,” he says. “I
am also a practising pastor, ordained
for vears now, [ am always busy.”

He admits his spiritual background
has cast an influence on his murals.

“My artworks are guided by my
inner feelings: they are very spiritu-
al. I came to realise later on when I
was looking at creation and the way
God sees things, I realised that every
sound has a colour and ashape. I com-
bine all those things whenever [ am
working, which leads me to follow my
inner feelings, "he says.

Abstract painting

The ‘Twin sisters'mixed mediaan
canyvas painting.

3 ﬂf ek
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‘PTO (The Letter)'mixed media on
canvas painting.

[

‘Under the Water’, mixed media on canvas painting.

He adds, “The dreams I have when
am awake guide my work and the way
my brush moves.”

Jamesis astickler for quietude and
his muse thrives in silence.

“Sometimes people look at my
work and say that it is quite chaotic

Rhythm

which is the exact opposite. I see my
art as the sound of music, music that
vou feel, soft music from the back-
ground.”

His paintings have a lot of images
depicting humanity and the day to
day life.

‘Inever paint when I'm low. I
want to put out something
people can live with.

James Mbuthia, during

his 'Rhythms Within® art
exhibition at One Off Art
Gallery, Nairabion June 1%,
2025,

PHOTOS | WILFRED NYANGARES]

*Most of my works have women
in them. It is productivity, the future
and when [ look at the present, it gives
birth to the future. The woman car-
ries the present and the future of our
nation and family, the man is justa
prop in the background.”

His paintings have agentle warmth
in their glaze. His colours have a pleas-
antappeal in their attraction, a factor
James attributes to how he approach-
es a piece of canvas.

“I never paint when [ am feeling
low. It is always when I am jovial be-
cause [ like putting out things that
people can live with. There is art
yvou can produce where the subjects
clash with the viewers. You can enter
a painted room and feel like you are
entering a cave because of the colours
used. Similarly, vou can enter another
room and find it has increased in size

e A%E{E&ﬁbﬂ of the colours used. Colours

have the power to influence mood.”

All his paintings have tobe hung in
his house before being released which
he says enables himto assessthemas
he lives with them.

His style is influenced by the old
masters of painting from whom he
picks a chunk of lessons.

“The old masters became so when
they started being themselves. If you
look at a cubist like Picasso and how
he balanced himself you could suggest
that he understood the focal point of
his paintings. If vou understand the
voice of your painting, which is what
draws people to your work is, itis a
step in the right direction to becom-
ing a master.”

Rhythms Within is inspired by his
inner feelings which he considers as
musical. In most of his paintings, the
painting process looks like a little
dance between canvas and brush. His
subjects are bent in a gentle awe with
hisrolling backgrounds setting up the
warm cadence of a sea breeze in the
evening. Nothing is straight but even
in the crookedness, there is a gentle
touch to the abstraction.

How does he manage to keep his
art and his spiritual beliefs on a bal-
anced scale?

“I am not controlled by art, I con-
trol my art. You cannot lie to yourself,
yvou give what you have. When you let
go, what comes out is what you have, if
vou have evil things, that is what will
come out. If you keep a pig asa petin
the house, it will still run to mud when
you release it.”
= muyomzig@amail.com
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Tt’s Ngligi
speaking to us.
Asking what we
ourselves are
doing to make
the change we
say we want’

Trialof Dedan
Kimathi
Arguably Kenya history’s

greatest “whatif” plays
outon Nairobi stage

Muyoma Michael

Negfigi wa Thiong'o did not live to see
this new staging of The Trial of Dedan
Kimathi, but he knew it was coming—
and he was excited. Kenva's greatest
literary icon had been in conversa-
tion with director Stuart Nash about
the revival of his revolutionary work.

The product of that thought ex-
change comes to life on stage at the
Kenya National Theatre in an adapta-
tion that will run for eight days, start-
ing June 19, with 12 sold-out shows,
culminating on.June 27,

“I hope they get an authentic pro-
duction that is true to Ngugi's vision.
I know he was excited that we were
going to do the play,” Stuart says of
Ngugi who died on May 28.

This production, by far Stuart’s
most ambitious, features multiple
sets, acast and crew of nearly 100, and,
for the first time in his career, the di-
rector also takes on a role on stage.

First written by Ngtigi wa Thi-
ongo and Micere Githae Mugo in the
mid-1970s, the play reimagines the
final days of Mau Mau leader Dedan
Kimathi. Far from the criminal that
British colonialists painted him to be,
Kimathi emerges here as a symbol of
resistance, defiance, and the unfin-
ished struggle for freedom.

This new interpretation doesn'’t
merely revisit the original, it deep-
ensit, filling in the imaginative silenc-
es of the original script. Told through
trance-like sequences and memory,
it invites the audience to re-examine
the forces of colonialism and the lin-
gering shadows of its legacy.

“This isn’t a retelling of what hap-
pened in Kamiti Maximum Prison in
February 1957, says Bilal Mwaura, who
plays Kimathi. “It's a reimagination. A
what-if. Because there is so much we
still do not know.”

Bilal describes the experience as
both a blessing and a responsibility. At
times, he says, the play feels participa-
tory, the audience is not merely 25
watching, but called to bear
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Bilal Mwaura (centre) playing as Dedan Kimathi flanked by homeguards.

A market scene
inthe play

the “Trial of
Dedan’ at the
Kenya Natianal
Theatre.
PHOTOS | POOL

A scene in one of the sets of "The Trial of Dedan Kimathi'.

¢ | witness, to join the struggle.
Recent youth protests across
the country only underscore the pro-
duction’s relevance, he is quick to
point out.

“It’s historical, yes,” he says, “but
today’'s oppressor may not wear a Brit-
ish uniform. They could look like you.
Or me.”

The production's timing, so close
to Ngiigi's death and amidst a renewed
wave of civic resistance in Kenya,
feels serendipitous. “Everything has
aligned as if in tune with the script,”
says Bilal.

Lydia Gitachu, who plays the
Woman Warrior, offers a similarly
powerful reading of the play. “She is
the binding force in the movement,”
says Lydia. “Nowonder Kimathi calls
her the Mother of the People.”

For her, the experience has been
raw and transformative. “Everything
on that stage is real. And watching
the play with today’s lens, vou ask:
What ifhe had been Kenya's first pres-
ident? What if we had truly followed
his path?”

‘The show, she says, delivers more
than a history lesson. It's a provoca-
tion. “It's Ngiligi speaking to us from
the ashes (refering tocremation of the

author’s body). Asking what we our-
selves are doing to make the change
we say we want.”

Asdirector, Stuart admits to feeling
the weight of expectation. especial-
Iy following Ngiigi's death. “There's
added pressure. People are expecting
alot,” he says.

When an actor originally cast as
Shaw Henderson became unavailable,
Stuart stepped in, juggling acting with
directing. “It's the first time I've done
both. [ usually prefer being behind the
scenes, but this needed doing.”

What does he hope audiences will
take away? “An authentic production.
Ngiigi’ was excited about this play. His
death was just... a shame.”

Now, with The Trial of Dedan
Kimathi, Netigi's legacy marches on—
through fire, defiance, and the echo
of drums that still call a nation to re-
member, and to rise.
= muyomzie@gmail.com

Sudanese bass guitarist Islam Elbeiti. PHOTO | PODL

_splace in more

15 LEodnimewaid Ol |

World Music Day

Kasiva Mutua, Islam Elbeity
and Surajlead the chargein
tribute to global rhythms

Bill Odidi

A multicultural band fronted by a female bassist, a re-
nowned singer and percussionist and a DJ who com-
bines electronic dance music with traditional rhythms,
make for an exciting mix of sounds to celebrate this year's
World Music Day in Kenva.

Every June 21 the event also known by its French
name, Féte de la Musique, brings together artistes and
their fans in a showcase of the power of music. The annual
event first marked in 1982 in Paris, France, is a celebra-
tion of the diversity of rhythms with performances in
public spaces and parks. It is now a global event taking
n k20 caTntriﬂs and over 1,000 cities,

|
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Here in Nairobi, the performance by three artistes of
diverse styles and cultural backgrounds:
percussionist Kasiva Mutua, Sundanese
bass guitarist Islam Elbeity and electron-
ic music DJ/producer Suraj, resonates with
the objective of World Music Day in making
all genres of music accessible to the public.

Elbeity will kick off the concert with
her fusion of jazzy rhythms and tradi-
tional music from her native Sudan and
neighbouring Ethiopia. The bassist will be
accompanied by her friend, Sudanese sing-
er-songwriter, and composer Mohammed
Adam, also known as Wd Abbo.

Elbeity’s style is primarily Ethio-Jazz,
the fusion of traditional Ethiopian music

with Western jazz that has been globally Kenyan DJ, music producer
acknowledged thanks to a revival of songs and sound engineer Suraj.

recorded in the 1960s and 70s.

“We the Sudanese always fuse our music
with Ethiopian music and vice versa,” she explains about
the connection between the two cultures. “Ialsotapinto
Sudanese wedding music. I am so happy that I can give
people in Nairobi a different flavour of music which is
quite distinct from mainstream jazz.”

She expresses her pride in the group of musicians that
she will be playing with during the concert because they
have been performing as a unit since November 2024.
“l am an instrumentalist so the bass is my voice, while
Mohammed is a vocalist,” says Elbeity.

“It is important as a woman that my first option is
not to sing at all, as many would expect, but to play an
instrument.”

Her band consists of guitarist Max Walter, whom she
first met in the DRC in 2016 and is also associated with
the group Ngoma Task Force, Amani Baya on drums,
and guitarist Jack Muguna.

“I have the hottest horn section in Nairobi, in fact,
one of the hottest horn sections in Africa,” she says with
cheeky laughter. "And that is not just to be arrogant but

PHOTO | POOL

Percussionist and singer Kasiva Mutua. PHOTD | POOL

we must aim for the highest musical standards.”

The horn section comprises trombonist Jason Rae,
a classically trained musician who plays with the Nai-
robi Orchestra and has performed with top contempo-
rary acts like Blinky Bill, Maia von Lekow and Kidum;
saxophonist Laka Waithaka, who is also a member of
the jazz ensemble Shamsi Music, and trumpeter Benji
Khaleel who is originally from the US but is now based
in Kenya. Khaleel, who is also of the Nairobi-based group
The Jazzified, is an internationally experienced musi-
cian who performs with both classical ensembles and
contemporary music acts.

“We are a tight band but every perfor-
mance is a different show so we have been
devoting time to intense rehearsals,” notes
Elbeity.

Singer-songwriter, guitarist and drum-
mer, Kasiva Mutua whois in the middle of
a world tour promoting her debut album
Desturi, released to much acclaim this Feb-
ruary, will be performing songs from that
album and her 2022 EP Ngewa.

The renowned percussionist will show-
case her unique fusion of rhythms, from
coastal beats like chakacha to the throb-
bing isikuti of Western Kenya to a raft of
global influences that she has picked up in
the course of tours and collaborations, like
the Western African djembe drums and the
tropical sounds of the Indian Oceanislands.

“We will light up the stage with jazz, percussions and
electrifying beats,” says Kasiva who performed at the
Sakifo Music Festival in the Reunion Island earlier this
month. “It will be groovy, rhythmic and non-stop energy.”

It will also create momentum as she gears up for a
whirlwind European tour with concert dates over the next
few weeks in Italy, Serbia, Belgium, Spain and Poland.

Producer, sound engineer and D.J, Suraj, has enriched
his electronic dance music with traditional music ele-
ments from different regions of the country and he has
plenty of exciting sounds to select for his set list, in-
cluding his 2025 single Songa Songa and an upcoming
song Mamaye that he has been playing at recent shows.

Tonight’s Féte de la Musique concert at the Alliance
Francaise, Nairobi, starting Ypm, is an opportunity to
experience a rich variety of music played by artistes
whose career paths may be different but who hold dear
the belief in the power of the rhythms that they bring to
this important occasion.

- bodidi@yahoo.com



Frf: une 20, 2025
¥ &

o ®
*' : e

R
- -
>
-
il
J

Art

Cocktalls + Colors + Strokes: Mumber 7 Cocktadl Bas,
June 21, from 2 prn. Dive into a waorld of color as you
paint your own masterpiece, all while sipping on ex-
perily crafted cocktails.

Art Festivak Chez Mahmadi, June 2, from 10 arm, Un-
feashyourinnerartist andimmersevourselfinaday of

creativity and culfurs!

Mgurunit - & Safari Northe Cne OF Contemporany Art
Gallery, until Juna 22, Explora a gorgaous selection
af paintings by Annick Mitchell, basaed on the wildlife
and pastoralistz who surrownd herinMorthern Kenya.

The Promise by Moses Nyawanda: Talisman Festau-
rant, until lune 27, Eachpiecs reflects Myawanda's com-
mitment tostorytelling, offenng viewears a unigue per-
spective onthe cultural tapestry of Kenya.

Dwst to Form Exhibition: Ardhi Gallery, until June 28,
Jain for a powerful charcoal and paper exhibition that
traces the arc of mentorship through three genera-
tions of artists.

The Print Press: Alliance Frangaise, Mairobi, untd June
28 This exhibition celebrates mited-edition prints
and printmakerswithin the Kenyan contemporary art
landscape,

Battles Within & Without Exhibition: The Art Kiosk, until
Jure 229 Stepintea bold exploration of the hurman spirit
through mited edtion woodout prints,

My First Step Towards My Dream Jourmey: MNairobi Ma-
tonal Musewm, until June 30 Exploreyouthfulimagina-
fion, and support the next generation of Kenyan artists.

Notes on Friendship: Breaking Bread: Mairoks Con-
ternporary Art Instituta, until Juky 27, Step into a cal-
abration of friendship as a space for connaction, cri-

tique, and care.

The Past Will Be Like The Future: Circle Art Gallery, until
July 17, Jonathan's Lanke Gathaara Fraser's practice is
an ode b curicsity 1o care and to paving close atten-

tion to the world arownd him.

Fabricof Our Being: The African Arts Trust, unbil August
2 April Kamunde's recent bodyal work sxploras meaan-
ingys of rest and the purswit of it from a personal and

ferninist angle
Courses, Lectures & Workshops

Coast Game Night: MombasaWoarks, Nyali, June 20,
framSpm, Joinfor anexciting evaning of real-life money
soEnanos, peer networking, and valuable financial in-

sights tohelp grow wour business sustainably

Africa Fraud, Security & Compliance: Hyatt Regency
airoid, 25 - 20tk June, frarm Qam, This premiar event
airms to fortify financial security while explorng Al ool-
laborationand future-ready fraud preventonstrategies.

Dance

The Kizomba Sundowrsar Tha HutKaren, June 20 from
S pm, Dance, network, and connect with an armazing,

diverse community.

Authentic Konpa: Loreshio, June 2, from 4 pm, This
i vour invitation to axplons the roots, history, and au-
thentic body movement of Konpa in a safe, joyful, and

connected space.

BDLife
Step Out
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Salsa Night: Brew Bistro Rooftop, fune 24, from 630
pim. Feel the rhythim, catch the groove, and dance the

night away!

[ ¥ q 1 L [ N |
Mairobi Afro Latin Weekend: Mairobi Street '@‘@2?‘-]1{:;: - &.AT_ ~ :é;: < :Ifg{t ¢ Jf"*"‘ ilvv .
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9Fth - 28th June, from 10am, An uplifting celebea- — The attes: Allantefrancaiss, Narobiiune 23,

thon of Afro-Latinculture, miusic, and dance that beings
people together.

Expositions

12th Power & Energy Kenya 2025: KICT, 20t - 215t June,
frarm 10 arm Wisit the onby exhibition dedicated to the

power and energy sectorin the region.

Madein Germany; Sarit Expo Centre, 25th - Zth June,
from 10 am. Connect with trade buyers, government
afficials, industry experts, and partnears as they explore
opporunities for investment and joint ventures.

10thSolar Africa 2025 KICC, 26th - 28th June, from 10
am. The trade exhibstion is a key platform for promot-
ing the latast products, technodogy and equiprment for
the solarindustry

Festivals & Craft Fairs

Bloom Farmers Market: The MNairobi Waldort Schaal,
2158 June, 9 arm, Spend your Saturday surrounced by
fresh produce, handmade goods, and vibrant com-

munity vibes,

Mdurma Festivals: SBuraha ZenoniGardens, June 2, from
2 prm, Celebrate haritage, unity, and creativity in Maku-
rus moet vibrant comimiunity gatharing!

Nairobi Crafts Pop-Up Market: Lava Latte, June 22,
from 10 am. Ciscover a cozy, creative marketplace full
af Mairobi's best artisan finds!

Mairobi Litfest: bWchillan Marmoral Library, 25th- 29t
June, from 2 prm This year's programme features 243
eventswith over B0artists, writers, poets, andthinkers
from across Africa and the world.

Film

Get Reel Films by DocuBuws Unssen Cinema, June 20,
from T prm. & powerful collection of eight short films
from East Africa, telling real and maving stores abaut
Sexual and Reproductive Health Rights and Justice
(SRHRJ) sues in East Africa.

Bride Hard

When a mercenany grouptakesa lavish wedding
hostage, they have noidea what they arain for as
the rmaid of honor s actually a secret agent reacly to
rasn hedire Lpon anyane swho would nuin bar bast
friend's wedding.

All' We Imagine As Light: Linssen MNairobd, 20th - 24th
Jure, from T pm. inbustling Mumbal, a nussa’s past re-
surfaces with a gift, while her rcommate seeks priva-

oyfor forbidden love.

frarm & pm. A bold mix of horrar and sci-fi, whiens pow-
erful vampire women use ancient Mevoungou rituals

to overpower top Camerconian officials.

Foumban is Wakanda: Alliance Francaiss, Mairob, Jure
24 from 2 prm, Thisis not sci=flasvou know it ITsan Af
rican dreamscape unfitered by the West,

Bam Barme The Sister Nancy Stony: Unseen Cinema,
Jure 26, from T prmc From dancahall roots toworldwide
raverance, witness haw one waman's voice becamea
cltural revolution

Fashion & Beauty

East Africa Fashion Life Show: Sarit Cantre, 20th - 21st
June, Find trusted suppliers for prermium hair, baauty,
homeessentials and lifestyle products, fromwigs and
makeup tocurtains, detergents, and more

Food & Wine

Lunch @ Tribal Gallery: Tribal Gallery, Jure 21, from 10
am. Enjoy delicious food, relax inalush garden lounge,

and explore handmade treasures.

Kids Events

Hadithi Gymnastics Festival: Ochwal Acadermy Mairg-
bl - Mursery, June 21, from 8 am Sign up your child for
kearning, competition, showcases, and awards.

Village Market Junior Chess Workshop: Village Markst,
Juna 21, from 10 am. Give your young mastarminds
(ages 8-12) a fun and educational experiencea they'll
et

Art Classes for Kids: Shamba Cafe, 21st - 22nd June,
from 1030 am. The classes offer a hands-on painting
axpenanca that helps children exprass themsebsas
throughart.

Sarit Kids Corner's 1st Birthday: Sarit Centre, 21st - 22nd
June, from12 pm. tsaday of discovery, tun.andimag-
ination for vour little explorer,

Mini Mornings at Unseen [Here We Are) | UMNSEEN Mai-

robi, June 22, from 10am. Theticket priceincludes frash
jlica, a homermade snack, and free screening for the
accomparying adults!

Music

A Latino Affair: \Visa Oshwal Auditorium, 21st - Z2nd
June, from:3 pmuGet ready foran unforgettable wesk-
and ofvibrant Latin rhythms and classical flair brought
toyou by the Mairobi Crchestral

Fete de la Musique: Alliance Francaise, Mairobi, 20th
June, T pm, From jazzy rhythmsto percussive beats to
groayy alectronic music, the evant will be litwith slam
Elbaiti, Kaziva butua, and DU Suraj.

The Jarme Goethe-Institut, June 20, from T prmuit’s going
a5 usial at the auditorwm with Mbithi, Mowisgood,
and Trabolee!

Acoustic Sesslor: Geco Central, Juna 27, from 7 prn.
Enjoy amixofsoul, jazz, andtraditional folk that speaks
of resilience, love, and justice.

Andy Afriq Band Lives Gallaria Shopping Mall, Juns 21,
from T pin. Get ready for smaoth vocals, raw passion,

and rhythmic energy live and unplugged.

MNature

‘esd8
%&rﬁrﬁﬂm StopMarnyukl, Jure 21, from & pm. Enjoy

an unforgettabla night filled with planets, moons, galk-

awies, nebulae, stars, and comets!
Mightlife

The Futureis House: EkaHalal, Juna 21, from 3 pm, Ex-
parnience ebectrifying D sats, avibrant crowd, and late-
night kolse music ensngy.

Twilight With Mayz: The Location Rooftop, June 26,
frorm 2 prm, Expect electrifying Afro-house, amapia-
na, and Afropolitan beats, powersd by DJ Mikey S&
and Slesk DI Mayz.

Special Events

Men's Circles Ora Wellnass Hair & Spa, June 21, from 2
e Manof all backgrownds areencouraged toattend
and connectwithothers inanatmosphere of tnust and
growth,

Theatre & Stage

The Trial of Dedan Kimathi: Kenva Mational Theatre,
20h - 22nd June. From Stuart Mash, director of Wil
Marry When | Want, Sarafina, Betrayal in the City, and
Shamba La Wanyama, comes Nglgiwa Thiongo's
iconic playt

Toa Early For Birds - BADASSERY: Jain Bhavan, 20th -
22nd Jure. Enjoy a gripping new play uncovering the
wild, true stones of Keryas most feared gangsters,

Humor Trafficker; Mairobd Laugh Bar, June 21 from S prm,
From political satireto city hustle stones and jaw-drop-
ping social commentary, Humor Trafficker unpacks it
allwith brilkance and bite!

Yoga, Weliness & Meditation

International Yoga Day; Chez Mahmadi, June 21 from &
am.Whetheryou're newtovogaor a long-time practi-
torern vouarewelkcometo exploreavanetyof prachces

International Yoga Day Celebration Weekend: Kanga
SiudicMainobé, 21st - 22nd June, fromiS am. Enjoy some
free sessions to oslebrabe the joy of yogal
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Pub review

‘Twas beaten
byaguyin
very tight
jeans, which
embarrassed
me because
men who wear

very tightjeans
are caricatures.

A lazy afternoon
in Kitengelain
search of Daddy

Jackson Biko

Last Saturday, I found my broth-
er sitting in his backyard, drinking
a cider and listening to some soapy
'90s RnB music. He said it was his
wife's birthday. He couldn’t leave, so
I called my friend, who said he was at
a place called Rixxos Bar, all the way
in Kitengela. I felt adventurous.

I found Rixxos empty and sad. It
felt like a doomed ship at the bottom
of the ocean.

“We can'tsit here,” I told him. “T'm
too young for this.”

S0, hetook meto aplace called Kwa
Daddy. It was an open bar built around
alarge tree. A hole in the wall. A pool
table. It was about 3 pm. A group of
raucous, bulky, middle-aged men in
tight shirts sat at atable, already drunk
and happy.

My friend, who lives in Kitengela,
told me the place was owned by a guy
called Daddy. I pictured a big. dark
guy in a green polo shirt, with a bulg-
ing wallet in his back pocket. No facial
hair. A silent chap with a slow smile.
He wasn’t atthe bar, but my friend said
he normally makes an appearance.

Kwa Daddy was unpretentious
and airy. It seemed like a great place
to have a lazy drink on a weekend af-
ternoon. A local spot of camarade-
rie, where people know each other. I
played a game of pool, beating a guy
wearing loafers that resembled a new
canoe. Then I was beaten by a guy in
very tight jeans, which embarrassed
me because men who wear very tight
jeans are caricatures. He had deft cue-
stick moves, though.

Humbled, Ijoined my friend at the
bar and asked, “Is Daddy here yet?”

He said no. Daddy hadn't come.

There isn't a great variety of drinks
at Kwa Daddy. With nothing I fancied
in terms of whisky, I settled for a KO,
which I was drinking for the first time.
It was like drinking a honeycomb. The
music was great, but [ left before dusk.

I never saw Daddy.
= bikozulu@gmail.com
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From pandemics to
politics, resilience in
global trade demands
forward-thinking

If recent years have taught us any-
thing, it isthat global trade trends are
fluid and often unpredictable. Events
like the Covid-19 pandemic and the
war in Ukraine have disrupted supply
chains worldwide, ushering in what
many now call a “new normal” in the
way business is conducted. The tariff
wars initiated by former US President
Donald Trump are just one example
of the many upheavals reshaping the
global trade landscape, and more are
sure to come,

For businesses to withstand the
volatile forces of international trade,
strategic foresight is no longer option-
al, it’s essential. The ability to adapt,
respond, and bounce back from un-
foreseen circumstances is what sep-
arates successful enterprises from
those that falter.

One proven strategy for navigat-
ing global trade challenges is rigor-
ous risk assessment and contingency
planning. This involves identify-
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ing vulnerabilities, evaluating their

impact, and developing st ruatured =
responses. Anybusmesswnrﬂlﬁéﬁaﬁf

should regularly assess both inter-
nal and external threats, from eco-
nomic shifts and political instabili-
ty to natural disasters, cyberattacks,
and supply chain disruptions. Once
these risks are identified and their po-
tential impact measured, businesses
must prioritise them, focusing on the
most probable and potentially dam-
aging threats.

Diversifying supply chains is an-
other critical move. Relying on a
single supplier or region is a recipe for
vulnerability. Instead, spreading pro-
curement across multiple countries
and partners enhances resilience and
mitigates the effects of trade shocks.

Entering emerging markets, for in-
stance, can unlock new sources and

cost advantages, while also reducing

over-dependence on any one region.
lechnﬂiﬂgy, parucul&riy artifi-

> didl ediligrice arid diital todis, s |

become indispensable in navigating
this new global trade environment.
From improving supply chain visi-
bility and automating customs pro-
cesses to enhancing communication
and cutting trade costs, digitalisation
offers businesses a competitive edge.
Companies that embrace technolog-
ical disruption are not only more re-
silient but also better positioned for
long-term sustainability. Al-powered
solutions can forecast risks, automate
operations, and reduce costs—allow-
ing businesses to act swiftly and deci-
sively in the face of disruption.
Flexibility is also paramount in
today’s interconnected world. Busi-

nesses must prioritise adaptability,
regulatory compliance, and collab-

oration, particularly during times of

How to future-proof
Kenyan businesses in
uncertain trade era

crisis, Staying connected through net-
works and strategic alliances can help
businesses remain informed and re-
sourceful. For example, in responseto
newly introduced tariffs, savvy busi-
nesses will proactively analyse the
implications and adjust their cost
structures and supply strategies ac-
cordingly, avoiding surprises and
maintaining profitability.

Another inescapable global trend
is climate change. Extreme weath-
er events such as floods pose signifi-
cant operational risks. Thus, it is no
longer enough for businesses to be

_reactive, they must actively pursue
LSustainable practices. Implement-

ing green supply chains and adopting
environmentally responsible opera-
tions will not only minimise disrup-
tions but also contribute to long-term
resilience.

In the end, surviving the slip-
pery terrain of global trade requires
a proactive, well-planned approach.
By anticipating disruptions and ap-
plving strategic solutions, business-
es can reduce risk, optimise opera-
tions, and secure sustainable growth.
While challenges in international
trade are inevitable, those who pre-
pare and adapt will not only survive,
but thrive, in an increasingly complex
global marketplace.

The writer is Chief Operations Officer,
Siginon Group
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LAST WORD.

“In matters of truth

and justice, thereis no
difference between large
and small problems, for
issues concerning the
treatment of people are all
the same.”

Albert Einstein
GEEMAN-BORN THEORETICAL
PHYSICIST
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1. Former KRA chair acquires Shl.6bn
stake in HF Group

2. What next for Michael Joseph after
KO and Safaricom Ethiopia roles?

3. Ex-KCB executive gets Sh8m for
wrongful dismissal

4. Kenyans ditch other professions for
nursing assistant courses

5. Equity, Co-op, NCBA attach
Sh1.75trn land as collateral

6. KRA |osesbidagain totap firms’
trade secrets, customer data

7. Mediheal Hospital to pay expats
Sha22m

8. How Joska and Malaa rose from
wilderness to thriving satellite
towns

9. Bamburi paid Sh27bn feasto
former top owner

10. The 25:50:25 money rule: A smarter
way to invest your money

ACROSS

DOWN

TIMES CROSSWORD 28,658

CROSS
WORD

YESTERDAY'S SOLUTION
TIMES CROSSWORD 28 657

1 Man's town house? Head for
the country no longer (7-4)

T Robert Browning's beginning
Ring and Book (3)

8 Clot got a clue, surprisingly
arasping answer (9)

10 Fictional Amerindian
soldiers leaving Canadian
city (5)

11 Run away froman
exhilarating exparienceain
colony (T}

12 Completely right to eat for
example nothing in fast (7)

13 It may make basket cases
of reclusive isolates, owver
from the east (5)

15 Stop and see changes on
journey in March (5-4)

17 Current opposition that

I limiting politician and
party {9)

19 Insulating layer perhaps
seals edges of glasshouse
(5

20 Head of Langley called for
houses toget bugged (7)

22 Time for delivery of Franch

fruit, around 2nd of June
(3.4)

24 One single Spanish venicle,

maving back, is lost (2,3)

25 Review things like fashion
labalworn by son (4,5)

27 Fool, maybe, in party doing
a pirovette (3)

28 Favouring the right time

to invest in retailer, one
providing accounts (11)

1 Brought up fake text for a
PC?(3)

2 lacket from upmarket
clothing pile not fitting (%)

3 Worse French ruler putting
deown one former ruler (7)

4 Shock about secretary
turning on one fired in the
office? (6,3)

5 Qscar for each actor? Just
the leadin dramatic work
{2

6 French miss typical ending
for superlative fashion
mag {7)

T Receive a royal honour after
king's left knowing nothing
(2

8 Energy firm keeping
trademarks presentin

group of posters (11)

11 Hear pianola playing, or a
wind instrument (7,4

14 Showing admiration, | really
have very little tirme! (2)

15 Fine day to get into repeat
of Love Island (4-5)

18 Guys' partners crossing a
river in foreign capital (7)

19 Offering squash withice,
but not cold (7)

21 Repeat short, simple song
on love (5)

23 The main feature of the first
dozen letters online (5)

26 First Labour leader picked
up mixed drink (3)
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